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To the Honourable 


William Pulteney, Eſq; 


Alo Man is more ſenſible than You 
are, that the Trade of Great Bri- 
tain is the very Axis of Her 
Wealth and Power, that by this, 
She is able to turn the Ballance of 
Europe at pleaſure : By this, She 
liberally diſpenſes Bread to her various Manufac- 
turers, and to all Her induſtrious Children : B 
this, She ſupports the Value of Her Lands, and 
Her Rents ebb and flow as Her Trade decays or 
flouriſhes, And you know, Sir, very well, that 
all this depends on a right Regulation of Our 
Trade with France; as does the Treaſure we 
gain by Our whole foreign Commerce : There- 
fore, I beg Leave to ſhelter this Volume under 
Your Protection, as the Defence of our Trade, 
the Subject of the ſucceeding Sheets, received in 
the Time of the utmoſt Danger, the Influence 
ot Your Zeal and Eloquence, 


AS. a+ That 


iv DEDICATION, 


That generous Spirit which obliged You late- 
ly, amidſt a Univerſal Corruption, rather to 
forego the great Improvement of the Fortune 
You then had in Your Power, than to accumu- 
late Wealth at the Expence of the Publick Cre- 


dit, ought to be recorded to Your Honour ; 
ſince You did it at a Time, when almoſt every 
Man was Icd away by the Deluſion of Avarice to 


conſpire our Deſtruction. Continue, Sir, at this 


Time, Your Endeavours to redreſs Your injured 
Country, endeavour to heal the Wounds She 
has received from her falſe Friends, and be it 


Your Praiſe that You have no other Cauſe to de- 


fend, but that of Vertue, I am, 
SIX, 

With the greateſt Duty, 
Your moſt Obedient, and 


Mot Humble Servant, 


Charles King. 
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The Trade with France further conſider'd. 


Publiſhed in my firſt Volume 
an Account of all the Im- 
ports and Exports between 
France and England, with 
ſuch a Valuation of Particu- 
lars as made the Imports a- 
bout 1,284,000 J. the Exports about 515, 
ooo J. by which the Ballance againſt us was 
about 770,000 /. beſides what was made by 
Goods clandeſtinely imported, which I ſup- 

pos'd might be equal to a third Part of all 

that were fairly enter'd. 

The Mercator, to get rid of this prodigions 

Ballance, had recourſe to the molt extraordi- 

Vo, IL B nary 
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nary Means in the World. By an extrava- 
gant Undervaluation of our Imports he redu- 
ced them to 889, 904 J. and by as extravagant 
an Overvaluation of our Exports, he rais'd 
them to'742,077 l. which ſtill leaves againſt 
him a Ballance of 147,826 /. 
Ballance of To make the Ballance that very Year on 
1 our Side, he has added, that we gain'd 500,“ 
gainſ us by OOO J. by exporting our Goods to France in 
Abe. Our own Shipping; 400,000 l. by Goods ex- 
ported by the Way of Flanders and Holland; 
64, 200 J. by Advance upon the Sale of our 
Goods in France; and 50,000 /. for Corn. 
The Abſurdity of every one of theſe Additions 
T have demonſtrated, as I ſhall hereafter of his 
over and under Valuations. 
Me imported IT muſt therefore here aſk what were the 
= —.— Goods we imported for ſo much Money, to 
— convince us that it was not loſt, or that ſo 
only things much of our Treaſure was not exhauſted? 
of Luxuy. Had we any naval Stores from France, as we 
have from the Eaſt-Country? Had we any 
Goods from thence, which we exported after- 
wards to other Countries, as we do thoſe of 
the Eaſi-Indies? Had we any Wool, or other 
unwrought Materials, which were either ne- 
ceſſary or uſeful in any of our Manufactures, 
by the Exportation of which we regain'd the 
Money we paid to France? Not any one of 
all theſe things ; but Wines, Brandies, Kid- 
Skins, Paper, Prunes, Linen, and wrought 
Silk, and ſuch like Goods as were all conſum- 
ed in England, and which could no way make 
us amends for our Loſs by that Trade, 
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But the Payment of a Ballance to France, is * 2 
u- not the worſt of our Condition with reſpect to 7,,.; f. 


lance to 
int our Treaſure, If the Bill of Commerce ſhould France noe 
sd paſs, the Goods we ſhall import from France = by 
nt y will be ſo far from re-paying us the Ballance Condirion, 
wee ſhall ſend thither, that they cannot chuſe 
on burt ſtop thoſe Streams of Money which are e- 
0g” very Day flowing into this Kingdom, by the 
mn | Ballance of our Trade with other Countries. 
EX | For if we ſhould abate of the Conſumption of 
ud ; | other Countries, from whence we receive a 
our Ballance, will they contentedly take off as 
orn. many of our Manufactures as they did before, 
ions and pay us ſtill ſo much the greater Ballance ? 
| his No certainly, it is much more reaſonable to i 


imagine that they will retaliate upon us by Pro- 
the BY hibitions and high Duties, till we ſhall be able 


, to to gain nothing from them by the Over-Bal- 

t ſo lance of our Manufactures. For Example; 

ted? If the Bill of Commerce ſhould paſs, ſhould 2 and 

S We we not conſume more of the French Wines ? — 
any And ſhould we not abate in proportion of thoſe France, pre- 

fter- i of Portugal and Italy? And would not thoſe 77 l. 


: : —_ rom otter . 
ſe of Countries then prohibit our Goods, to prevent — 


other the Payment of the Ballance? Again, would 
r ne- not this Treaty of Commerce, if made effec- 
tual, increaſe our Conſumption of French 
d the wrought Silk and Paper? And ſhould we not 
ne of conſume ſo much the leſs of thoſe of Italy and 
Holland? And laſtly, would not our Conſump- 
ought tion of French Linen be increas'd, and that of 
Holland, Germany, and Flanders be abated ? 
make And why ſhould we imagine that theſe Coun- 

tries will not abate of their Conſumption of 


our Manufactures? or that they will not reta- 
uf S 2 tate 


 ebe Ballance 
of Trade, 


Our Gain by 
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liate upon us by Prohibitions and high Duties, 
to make the Account of Exports and Imports 
even, and that they may not pay us any Bal- 
lance ? It is a very dangerous thing to provoke 
the Nations that pay us Money, and which 
have it in their Power to pay us none. 

We gain a Million every Year by the Bal- 
lance of our Trade with Portugal and Itah, 
and near twice as much by that with Flanders, 
Germany, and Holland: and ſhall we venture 
loſing the Gain of three Millions every Year 
from thoſe Countries, not for the ſake of gain- 
ing, but of loſing a fourth Million every Year 
to France? But, I think, I have ſaid enough 
to ſhew my Readers, when it is that a Trade 


with any particular Country ſhall be ſaid to ex- 


The Imploy- 
ment our 
People a 
Rule to 
judge of a 
gainful 
Trade, 
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hauſt our Treaſures, and how they ought to 
try the French Trade by that Rule. 

Next to the Increaſe and Decreaſe of our 
Treaſure, which I have treated of, the Em- 
ployment and Subſiſtence of our People is an 
infallible Rule, by which to judge whether our 
Trade with any particular Country is benefici- 
al or detrimental to the Nation. 

If by means of the French Trade greater 
Numbers of our People can be employed and 
ſubſiſted, and in a better manner than can be 
done without it, it is certainly for our Advan- 
tage : On the contrary, if by reaſon of that 
Trade there fhall be leſs Employment and Sub- 
fiſtence for our People than was before, every 
one ought to conclude that it is detrimental, 
that it is a Nuſance to this Kingdom. 

Our Legiſlators, as appears by the Pream- 
ble to the Prohibition Act, 30 Car, II. con- 

demned 
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demned the French Trade by this very Rule: 

This is implied in the words, Leſſened the Va- 
le of the native Manufaftures and Commodities 
thereof. Here in plain words that Trade is 
charged with having leſſened the Value of the 
Manufactures and Commodities of this Nati- 
on. 

Now what are our Manufactures and Com- 
modities, but the Labour or Employment of 
our People, and the Fruits or Product of our 
Lands? The laſt I ſhall ſpeak to hereafter, the 
former ſhall be my preſent Subject. 

It is not poſſible the French Trade ſhould 
leſſen the Value of Engliſb Labour, without 
leſſening at the ſame time the whole Quantity 
of our Labour,and theWages that are given for 
it; in both which Caſes there is ſo much the leſs 
Employment and Subſiſtence for our People. 
This therefore is the very thing that was intend- 
ed by our Legiſlators, and was one of their 
Reaſons for prohibiting that Trade. 

But how ſhall it be proved, that it leſſened 
the Employment and Subſiſtence of our Peo- 
ple? The firſt Charge againſt it, that it ex- 
hauſted our Treaſure, will prove a great Part 
of the ſecond, that it leſſened the Employment 
and Subſiſtence of our People. 

The French Trade exhauſted our Treaſure. 
How ? By bringing in upon us a great Over- 
ballance of the Manufactures of that Country; 
and by taking from us the Ballance in Money, 
and not in the Goods and Manufactures of our 
on. It was not poſſible but ſuch a Quantity 
of Goods, brought to the ſame Market, muſt 
needs leſſen the Value of our own, 


B 3 Suppoſe, 


N 


Rea ſoni for 
Probibiting 
the French 
Tr ade. 


In what 
coſe our 
People are 


The Britiſh Merchant. 


Suppoſe, for Argument ſake, our Trade 
with France ſtood thus, that we could ſell no- 


deprived ef thing at all to that Nation, and that on the 


3 contrary ſhe fold every Year the Value of a 


Million of her Manufactures to this King- 
dom : (I do not affirm, that this is the very 
Caſe, yet for Argument ſake I hope I may 
ſuppoſe it without any offence.) If France 
would take off none of our Goods, could the 
Value of a Million of Manufactures be impor- 
ted from that Country, without leſſening our 
own to that Value? What ſort of Goods 
would France be able to ſend hither, that could 
not leſſen the Value of our own ? What other 
Manufactures to this Value beſides Wine, 
Brandy, Linen, wrought Silk, Thred, Pa- 
per; every one of which is either made by our- 
ſelves, or imported from other Countries in 
exchange for our Manufactures, and which 
we can have no aſſurance of ſelling to thoſe 


Countries but for ſuch Exchange ? 


I aſk any Man, Would it be poſſible for us 
to import from France in this Caſe the Value 
of 500,000 J. in Brandy, Linen, wrought 
Silk, and Paper, without leſſening our own 
Spirits, Linen, wrought Silk, and Paper to 
that Value ? And is it not clear in this Caſe, 
that ſo many of our own People muſt be de- 
prived of their Subſiſtence, as are now em- 
ployed in the above-mentioned Manufactures ? 
That the Employment and Subſiſtence, by 
Manufactures, of the Value of 500,000 /. 
muſt be taken from our People ſince they are 
not to be employed to make any at all for 
France, which by the very Suppoſition will 
take none at all from this Kingdom? A- 
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Again, If we ſhould take off from that Na- 
tion another 500,000 /. Value of Wine, and 
all other the above-mentioned Goods, not in- 
ſtead of thoſe which we make ourſelves, but 
inſtead of thoſe which we import from other 
Countries in exchange for our Manufactures, 
which is the ſame thing as if we made them our- 
ſelves, ſince we make the Goods which are ex- 
changed for them; ſhould we not ceaſe in this 
Caſe taking that Value in thoſe Goods from 
thoſe other Countries? And would not they a- 
bate of their Conſumption of the like Value of our 
Manufactures ? And would not our own People 
by this means alſo be deprived of ſuch a Propor- 
tion of their Employment and Subſiſtence as is 
gained by making 500,000 J. Value of Manu- 
factures? If France were to ſell us yearly a 
Million Value, and ſhould buy none at all from 
us, the Caſe was paſt diſpute ; both theQuan- 
tity and the Wages of Engliſb Labour muſt be 
leſſened, our People muſt loſe as much of their 
Employment and Subſiſtence as is gained from 
ſo great a Value of Manufactures. The French 
Trade, by exhauſting our Treaſure in this 
manner, by ſelling us Manufactures and buy- 
ing none, could not chuſe but deprive our 
People of their Employment and Subſiſtence. 
So that if that Trade is guilty of the firſt Charge 
of our Legiſlators, it can never be innocent of 
the ſecond, of leſſening the Employment and 
Subſiſtence of our People. 

But the French Trade is not condemned of 
buying none of our Manufactures, but only of 
ſelling us an Over- ballance of their own, and of 
exhauſting ſo much of our Treaſure as is ne- 
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ceſſary to diſcharge the Over-ballance : And 
how will this effect the Labour or Subſiſtence 
of our People ? As for example, if we were to 
ſell to France the Value of 200,000 l. in Ma- 
nufactures, and to buy from thence the Value 
of 1,200,000 J. as much of our Treaſure 
would be exhauſted in this Caſe as in the for- 
mer. But the Queſtion is, how much would 
be taken from the Labour and Subſiſtence of 
our People ? I affirm, that juſt as much as if 
we were to import a Million Value of their 
Manufactures, and to export none at all to that 
Country. 

For the 200, ooo l. Value of Manufactures, 
which by this Suppoſition we export to France, 
can employ no more of our People, than 200,“ 
ooo l. (part of the 1, 200, ooo l. Value we im- 
port from thence) can employ and ſubſiſt in 
that Nation. 

And therefore the remaining Million Value, 
for which we muſt pay in Money, and which 
exhauſts ſo much of our Treaſure, muſt, as 
in the former Caſe, deprive our People of mak- 
ing ſuch a Value of the ſame Manufactures, or 
of making others here to purchaſe the like of 
thoſe we import from France : So that whether 
we buy a Million Value, and can ſell none, or 
buy the Value of 1,200,000 /. and can ſell no 
more than 200,000 /. it all comes to the ſame 
thing ; our People are deprived of as much of 
their Employment and Subſiſtence the one way 
as the other. 

But after all, if it could be ſaid in defence of 
the French Trade, That it makes the Account 


even between both the Nations ; that we could 
{ell 
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ſell to France as great a Value of Manufactures 
as we take from her ; ſhould we not be Lo- 
ſers ? Should we not leſſen the Employment 
and Subſiſtence of our People by ſuch a Ballan- 
cing of Accounts? The Anſwer to theſe Que- 
ſtions will depend very much upon the Know- 
ledge of the Treaſure and Employment we gain 
by our Trade with other Countries, and how 
much that with France is likely to interfere 
with that Gain. 

For, Firſt, if we gain above a Million Ster- 
ling every Year by the Ballance of our Trade 
with Portugal and Italy, and as much Employ- 
ment and Subſiſtence for our People as is uſual 
by making ſuch a Value of Manufactures; and 
if, by means of the French Trade, we ſhall loſe 
the ſending all this Over-ballance to thoſe 
Countries ; then ſo many of our People will 
be deprived of this Employment. 

If alſo, by means of that Trade, we ſhould 
ceaſe exporting twice as great an Over-ballance 
of Manufactures to Flanders, Germany, and 
Holland, this would be the Loſs of Employment 
and Subſiſtence for twice as many of our People. 

Let me aſk them, Should we not ceaſe ex- 
porting that vaſt Over-ballance to thoſe Coun- 
tries, if the Treaty of Commerce with France 
ſhould be made effectual? Should we not in- 
creaſe our Importations from France, by re- 
ducing the Duties upon them to an Equality 
with thoſe upon the like Goods of other Coun- 
tries, and in ſome Caſes below that Equality ? 
And ſhould we not abate of our Importations 
from other Countries in proportion to the In- 
creaſe of thoſe from France? And would thoſe 
B 5 Countrics 
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Countries in ſuch a Caſe contentedly pay for 
that vaſt Over-ballance ſuch Sums as they do 
now to the Labour of our Poor ? Would they 
not ſave thoſe prodigious Sums which they now 
pay to our Manufactures, for the Employment 
and Subſiſtence of their own People? 

Pertugal eſpecially, which has bound herſelf 
by Treaty to admit all our ¶Moollen Cloths, and 
other Moollen Manufattures, and never to pro- 
hibit any of them as long as we take their 
Wines, and lay no more upon them than two 
thirds of the Duties which we do upon thoſe of 
France ; I ſay, whenſoever we ſhall alter this 
Proportion, as we ſhould do by making effec- 
tual our French Treaty, ſhe has reſerved to her- 
ſelf the Liberty of prohibiting all our Woollen 
Manufactures. And can any one be ſo ſenſleſs 
as to think ſhe will not make uſe of this Li- 
berty ? Will ſhe contentedly pay the preſent - 
Ballance, or a greater than ſhe does at pre- 
ſent ? Will ſhe let her own People ftarve for 
want of thoſe Sums which now, even by her 
Treaty, ſhe cannot help paying to the Employ- 


ment and Subſiſtence of our Engl;h Manufac- 


turers ? 
There is good Reaſon to believe, that Por- 


| tugal pays us a Million every Year upon the 


Ballance of Trade, and every Shilling of this 
for the Labour of our People, or the Product 
of our Lands. But certainly I was not out of 
the way when I affirmed, T hat we gain'd a- 
bove a Million every Year by the Ballance of 
our Trade with Portugal and Italy. 

Dr. Davenant, the Inſpeor-General, in 


his ſecond Report, has ſhewn, by a Medium 
of 
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of ſeven Vears Exports and Imports between 
England and Holland, that our Gain from that 
Country was 1,388, 102 /. 6s. 8d. Half- 
penny. 

He has alſo told us, that by the like Medi- V Germa- 
um our Gain from Germany was 161,270 ]. 

And probably the Ballance coming to us By the Ne- 
from the Spaniſh Netherlands will be believed herlandt. 
to be twice as great as our Gain from Germany. 

And how little do all theſe Sums want of 
three Millions? and all this paid to us for the 
Product of our Lands, or the Labour of our 
People, except what was paid for the Fa/t- 

India Goods, which were re-exported to thoſe 
Countries ; and even a great part of the Price 
of the latter paid for the Labour of our People, 
which were employ'd in importing and re-ex- 
porting thoſe Goods. x 

But how great a part of theſe three Millions Fer sels of 
was paid ts the Labour of our People ? Per- 2 
haps four parts in five of the whole Sum will 2%, ard 
be thought reaſonable to be allowed to this Ac- % ee, 
count, which at 4 J. per Head, the common "— 
yearly Earnings of Men, Women, and Chil- 
dren in the Country, at a Medium, is the 
Maintenance of 600,000 of our People. 

And ſhall we venture the loſing of ſuch a 
Ballance, the Subſiſtence of ſuch Numbers, 
for a Trade,- which, though the Exports and 
Imports ſhould be even, would add nothing to 
the Employment of our Poor ? 

I ſhall convince my Readers, that we have 
loſt a Million yearly upon the Ballance of that 


Trade; and that, if our late Treaty of Com- 
merce 


| 
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merce ſhould be made effectual, our annual 
Loſs to that Country will be much greater. 

And for what can this prodigious Sum be 
paid to France, but for the Over-ballance of 
Manufactures ſhe is to ſend hither, and which 
muſt therefore put a ſtop to ſuch a Value of our 
own, and tathe Labour of 200,000 of ourPeo- 
ple, who are employ'd and ſubſiſted by ſo vaſt 
a Value of Manufactures ? 

If ſuch is the Conſequence of the French 
Trade, if it ſhall deprive ſuch vaſt Numbers 
of their Employment and Subſiſtence directly, 
by pouring in upon us fuch an Over-ballance 
of Manufactures, to the hindrance of our own, 
and much greater Numbers, indirectly, by 
hindering the Exportation of ſo vaſt an Over- 
ballance of our Manufactures to other Coun- 
tries; our Legiſlators, as in the above-menti- 
oned Preamble, had very good reaſon to charge 
that Trade with leſſening the Value of our 
Manufactures, that is, with leſſening the Em- 
ployment and Subſiſtence of our People: And, 
no doubt, the Rule by which our Legiſlators, 
in the Reign of King Charles II. condemned 
that Trade, will be a Rule for all our future 
Legiſlators, 

Whatſoever Proofs I bring that our Gold 
and Silver are carried out by the Ballance of 
that Trade, or that the ManufaCtures impor- 
ted from France muſt leſſen the Employment 
of our own People, or the Value of the Pro- 
duct of our Lands, are ſo many Arguments to 
make good the general Propoſitions of the 


Preamble of the Prohibition Act, 30 Car. II. 
And 
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And if it ſhall be endeavoured to perſuade 
People, that the Ballance of this Trade has not 
been againſt us, by over-valuing our Exports, 
and undervaluing our Imports ; it tends to the 
ſame Argument, that is, to the defence of 
thoſe general Propoſitions, if I bring Evidence 
to diſprove any ſuch falſe Valuations ; which I 
ſhall now do. 

I had valued certain Exports of our Woollen 
Manufactures at leſs than 37,000 l. The Mer- 
cator has raiſed them to above 60,000 /. To 
take off his Over-valuation, to the making 
good my main Argument. And this I ſhall 
do in a few Inſtances, by the help of a Letter 
I have received from Exeter, and which is as 
follows. 


To the Britiſh Merchant. 
SIX, Exon, Oct. 31. 1713. 
* E have had your Brit Merchant 
6e here, in Anſwer to the Mercator; 


„ in your Paper, Numb. 14. you have fa- 
«© vour'd us with the Imports and Exports be- 
«© tween France and England, for the Year 
1685 to 1686. we have alſo had his Obſer- 
% vations on the rating ſuch Goods as con- 
« cerns our Manufactory. In your Paper, 
„Numb. 14. we find you have rated 81557 
„ Ells Serges, ſent that Year to France, at 
* one Shilling and 10 Pence per Ell; the 
© Mercator has turned the ſame into Yards, 
and inſtead of rating them at one Shilling 
and ten Pence per Ell, he rates them at 3 
„ dhillings per Yard, Now inaſmuch as = 
66 
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has appealed to us in this Affair, we ſhall 
put that Part which relates to us in a true 
Light between you. You muſt therefore 


Serges made amongſt us that are principally 
fold ; the firſt is a ſmall ſort of Goods that 
contains about 19 or 19 and a half Yards in 
a Piece, and are fold at 19 8. to 20 5. 6 d. 
per Piece; the next ſort holds about 21 
Yards, and are now ſold from 25 s. to 26 s, 
per Piece; another ſort holds 22 Yards, 
and are fold at about 31s. to 32 s. per 
Piece: but the very beſt ſort of all holds a- 
bout 22 anda half Yards to 23 Yards, and 
are ſold at 36 s. per Piece. You mult add 
to this Price 20 d. for the dreſſing each 
Piece; ſo the firſt fort will ſtand us about 
13 d. half-penny per Yard ; the next will 
ſtand us about 16 4. per Yard ; the next 
fort, which we call the beſt Seconds, will 


ſtand in about 18 d. per Yard ; and the beſt 


fort of all at about 20 d. half-penny per 
Yard. 

6 There are great Quantities ſhipped off 
from our Port, but much a greater Quan- 


© tity of the ſort from 25 s. to 26 s. than of 


all the other 3 forts put together ; ſo that 
you have exceeded the Value at 22 d. per 
Ell, as our Markets have been for ſeveral 
Years paſt ; and if you, or the Mercator, 
will give yourſelves the trouble to ſearch, 
we believe you will not find any material 


* Difference between our preſent Prices and 


the Prices in 1685. We find you have valued 


our Perpets by the Pound inſtead of the Piece, 
« which 
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& which is our cuſtomary way of ſelling them; 
«© you have valued them in your Account of 
Exports at 2 5. 6 d. but the Mercator finds 
« fault with your Valuations, and makes his at 
« 2/. 105. per Piece of 10 lib. per Piece, which 
&« js 55. per Pound Weight. You muſt note, we 
«© have a great many ſorts of Perpets, and ſome 
« of very ordinary Wool; and therefore in 
«© this Caſe you muſt not take it amiſs, if (ex- 
c cluding the coarſeſt ſorts) we give the caſt 
cin favour of the Mercator, and only menti- 
© on the beſt made in two of our chief Ma- 
« nufactory Towns, that is, Crediton and 
C Sandford; the beſt Creditons are now worth 
about 26 s. per Piece, and hold 15 Pound 
« Weight one with another; the beſt Sand- 
&« fords are now worth about 29 s. 3 d. per 
« Piece, and weigh about 16 Pound and a 
& half one with another. You muſt add to 
c this 20 d. per Piece dreſſing, but till this 
&« will not bring the Crediton Perpets above 
% 224. farthing per Pound, nor the Sandfords 
above 23 d. farthing per Pound; fo that 
« your Valuation at 2 5. 6 d. per Pound; is 
& above a fifth Part more than their Value 
« according to our preſent Market. 

« We find in your Britiſb Merchant, the 
«© next Article to your Serges, 40800 Pounds 
« Stuffs, Woollens, all valued by you at 2 5. 
« per, Pound; if it be really Woollen-Stuffs, 
as you ſay, we can ſee no reaſon for any 
« ſuch Price, ſince our Perpets that are all 
© worſted Chains, and only the Shute of 
*© Woollen Yarn, don't come to the Money. 
The Mercator charges the very fame Weight 


** you 
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& you do, but does not put in the word Wool- 
len; by which means we muſt ſuppoſe he 
& intends to be underſtood that the ſaid 40800 
% Pounds of Stuff is Worſted Stuff, for he 
& yalues it at 3 s. per Pound. Tis plain that 
either the Mercator or you have endeavour'd 
& to impoſe on the Publick ; which of you, 
„ we ſhall not determine: but whether that 
& you are guilty of adding the word Moollen, 
& or the Mercator in leaving it out, when ſo 
& fairly printed in your Paper, is done with 
% deſign to impoſe on the Nation, and there- 
& fore would be either Forgery in you, or 
„ Villany in him; and therefore we expect 
« you clear, or condemn your ſelf. We 
* heartily thank you for printing the Portugal 
„ Treaty, for now we plainly ſee the preſerv- 
ing that Trade is preſerving us our Bread, 
“ and that breaking that Treaty will be our 
4 Ruin, for we have hardly any other Mo- 
& ney current amongſt us but Portugal Gold. 
4 Sir, we are, in behalf of the Manufactures 
6 of this Country, 

Your Humble Servants, 


In the firſt place I make my Acknowledg- 
ments to the Gentlemen who ſent me this 
Letter, and I ſhall be obliged to every other 
Perſon who ſhall ſend the like Informations. 
By this means we may come to have an exact 
Account of the Imports and Exports between 
both the Nations, and ſuch a one as cannot be 
conteſted by the one Side or the other. 

In the next place I am bound to anſwer a 
Queſtion of my Correſpondents, and to clear 

my 
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my ſelf of an Imputation, which till I do it, 
may belong as well to my ſelf as to the Merca- 
tor. I had valued Moollen Stuffs at 25. per 
lib. which my Correſpondents own to be right, 
the Mercator has valued Stuffs, without the 
Addition of Moollen, which perhaps too may 
be right, if they ſhall be underſtood to be of 
Moerſted; they fay if I have falſly added the 
word Moollen, it is Forgery in me, or Villany 
in the Mercator, if he has falſly left it out, to 
impoſe the belief of their being J/or/ted upon 
the Nation. The very Cu/tom-houſe Account 
therefore which was laid before the laſt Par- 
liament, muſt anſwer this Queſtion of my 
Correſpondents. The Articles in the pre- 
ſent Diſpute between us ſtand thus in that Ac- 
count. 


Serges and Perpets 7,672 Pieces. 
Perpets 79,723 Lib. 
Serges 81,557 Ells. 
Stuffs WOOLLEN | 40,800 Lib. 


Behold here Stuffs WOOLLEN in legible 
Characters returned from the Cu/tom-houſe l 
So that my Correſpondents are at liberty to 
think of the Mercator as they pleaſe. All that 
I have done, is to add two other Columns to 
theſe above-mentioned, viz. the Valuation of 
the Species, and the value of the Parcels. So 
my Account ſtands thus. 


Serges 
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| | „ - 
| Serges and Per. | 7,672 Pc. | 2 J. per pce | 15,344 0 o 
Perpets 1 79, 723 Lib. 2. Gd. per lib. | 9,965 7 6 
GSerges 81,557 Ells | 15.104 er Ell] 7,476 1 2 
Stuffs woollen | 40,800 Lib. | 25 per Lib. 4,080 © © 


By which I made the total Value of thoſe 
Exports 


The Mercator's Account ſtands thus. 


7,672 pce | Ser. and Per. | 2/. 10s. per Pe. | 19,180. 
Ditto being 
79,723 lib. 
7,972 Pee at 10 lib. | 20. r0s. per Pe. 19,930 
| toa Piece : | 
101,946Yds | Ditto Serges | 3 s. per Yard | 15,291 
40,800 lib, | Stuffs | 35. per Lib. | 6,120 
By which the total Value of thoſe Ex- 5 
ports is — — — 60,521 


And exceeds mine in the Sum of 23,655 11 4 


I aſk the Mercator now how he came to value 

Serges and Perpets at 2 J. 105. per Piece. He 

anſwers No 63. that he has taken his Valuati- 

on from the Old Scheme? to which he has 

pretended to give ſo many mortal Stabs. But 

it helps him to 25 per Cent. for his Perpets and 

Serges more than he could get any other way; 

ſo he ſubmits to the Argument, and the old 

Scheme begins to be a good Authority with him. 

| AFallacy Again, he is fo in love with Perpets at 2 /. 

in the l. 105. that he turns 79, 23 Lib. weight of Per- 
ation of , - : , 

Perpets, pets in the ſecond Article into Pieces, and can- 

not be contented to leave them in Pounds as 


they are returned by the Cu/tom-houſe ; but 
| why 
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why 79,723 Lib. make 7,972 Pieces? why 
becauſe he will allow no more than 10 Lib. to 
a Piece: And why no more than 10 Lib. to a 
Piece, when my Exeter Correſpondents ſay 
there are at leaſt 15 Lib. to a Piece ? The 
reaſon was, he could make half as many. more 
Pieces at 10 Lib. to a Piece, as he could at 
15. And fince he has the Authority of the old 
Scheme for valuing every Piece at 2 J. 103. 
it would ſwell the Account, to multiply the 
Pieces. If he had look'd back to his No. 25. 
it would have taught him better, but his Hopes 
was that I had not ſo good a Memory. But 
why not value this Article by the Pound as I 
have done ? No, by turning his Pounds into 
Pieces, he has made his ſecond Article 19, 930ʃ. 
which] have made no more than 9,965 J. 7 5. 
6 d. and every Pound 5 5. which I have made 
but 25. 6 d. which is yet above 25 per Cent. 
too much in the Opinion of my Correſpon- 
dents. He has therefore choſen his Method of 
turning the Pounds into Pieces, that 5 s. per 
Lib. might not ſhock his Readers, and becauſe 
50 5. per Piece would ſerve his Purpoſe as well, 
and was leſs likely to be obſerved. But could 
he think he ſhould not be obſerved ? 

Again, I muſt aſk this Perſon, why he has 
not valued the 81557 Ells of Serges by the Ell, 
as returned from the Cu/tom-houſe ? and why 
he has turned them into 101946 Yards, and 
valued them at 23 s. per Yard? Firſt, the 
greater Number of Figures, it makes ſo much 
the better ſhow ; but this was not the whole 
Reaſon, I had valued them at 22 4. per Ell ; 
and if the Mercator ſhou'd have made them 
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45 d. per Ell, it would have been ſhocking. 
He has therefore turn'd them into Yards, and 
valued the Serges at 3 s. per Yard, which a- 
mounts to the ſame thing, and was leſs likely 
to be obſerv*d. 

As for Waellen Stuffs, he could have no 
reaſon to leave out the word Moollen, but that 
his Readers ſhou'd believe they were H/or/ted, 
and not think his Valuation extravagant, as is 
obſerv'd by my Correſpondents. 

But tis time now that theſe Gentlemen ſhould 
determine how much ought to be taken off from 
the above-mentioned 60521 J. of the Merca- 
tor + According to their Opinion, the Account 
ought to ſtand thus, 


3 
7672 Pieces Serges and Perpets to- 
gether, at 30 s. 6 d. per Piece 11699 16 © 
79723 lib. of Perpets at 15 lib. per 
Piece, making 5315 Pieces, at 
295. 4 d. per Piece 7795 68 
81557 Ells, or 101946 Yards of 


4 Serges at 16s. two thirds per 
? Yard —— 7079 11 4 
| 40800 lib Moollen Stuffs valued a- 
"þ like by me and my Correſpon- 
14 dents at 25. per lib. 4080 0 © 
b 


— 
„ — m 
— - 


Total Sum — 30654 12 0 


Mercator Which is leſs than my Valuation by 6210 J. 
In 15 5. 44. So that *tis plain in their Opinion I 
| 4 Serge» have not undervalued theſe Articles; but the 

makers, Mercator has appeal'd to the Serge-makers of 
| | Exeter, and they have here condemn'd him of 
| 


| over-valuing theſe few Articles in the Sum of 
| b 
| 
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29366 J. 85. enough in Conſcience for ſo 
{mall a Value of Goods. 


I come next to conſider, 
1. The Concluſion of the Exeter Letter. 
2. To give an Extract of a Letter from Liſ- 
bon. 
3. Offer Reaſons againſt breaking the Portu- 
al Treaty. 
. Shew that France propoſes to ſerve Portu- 
gal with Toollen Manufattures. And, 
5. That the Province of Picardy in France ſold 
annually ts Holland 5+ Value of a Million 
and a half of li oollen N aru. 


H FE Concluſion of the Letter from my 
Correſpondents at Exeter, is fo remark- 
able, that I think myſelf obliged to repeat it. 

«« We heartily thank you for printing the 
& Portugal Treaty in your ſecond Paper; for 
&« now weplainly ſee the preſerving that Trea- 
e ty, is preſerving us our Bread, and that 
breaking that Treaty will be our Ruin, for 
«© we have hardly any other Money current a- 
«© mong us but Portugal Gold. 

What ! almoſt no other Money current in 
Exeter, one of the chief Trading Cities in the 
Welt of England, but Portugal Gold ! and not 
alter'd to the Coin of Great Britain] But I 
have heard that the Caſe is the ſame in all the 
Trading Places of Devonſhire and Cornwal. 
And yet I preſented my Readers with the Coin- 
age of Gold in the Mint from the 21ſt of Au- 
guft 1710, tothe 5th of Augu/t 1713, which 
amounted to 1,055,328 J. 17 5. 6 d. almoſt 
the 
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the whole from Moidores of Portugal. And be- 
ſides this Money, what prodigious Quantities 
of Gold have been kept back in that Kingdom 
for the Payment of our Armies there and in Ca- 
talonia ? And what Quantities have been alſo 
re-exported to our Forces in the Netherlands ? 
Such Quantities . coined in the Mint ! ſuch 
Quantities paid abroad] and yet is there till 
enough of it left to be almoſt the only current 
Money in our Trading Weſtern Counties ? 
And what are all theſe Sums but the Ballance of 
our Trade with that Kingdom ? And for what 
was all this Ballance paid, but the Product of 
our Lands, and the Labour of our People ? 
And is ſuch a Trade as this to be abandoned? 
or would they have us give it up for a Trade 
which has been condemned by King Charles 
the Second and his Parliament, of exhauſting our 
Treaſures, and leſſening the Value of our Native 
Commodities and Manufaftures ? 

And yet paſſing the Bill of Commerce, ren- 
dring the French Treaty effectual, is breaking 
our Treaty of Commerce with Portugal, is the 
Deſtruction of that Trade which has been fo 
beneficial to this Kingdom. But ſince I have 
begun to print Letters, a Portugal Merchant 
has been pleaſed to ſhew me a Letter which 
he has very lately received from his Correſpon- 
dent at Liſbon, and has been ſo kind as to ſuffer 
= to take from it an Extract, which is as fol- 
ows. 


EXTRACT, 
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EXTRACT. 


8 IR. Liſten, Nev. 7. 1513. 
cc I Wrote you a few Lines the 20th ult. 
cc 


ſince which are come in the Betty, John 


&« More; and Cooper Galley, John Hammer- 


cc 


ton, &c. And after acknnwledging the Re- 


cept of ſeveral Bales of Moollen Goods by thoſe 


Ships, he goes on : 
„I now find myſelf honour'd with yours of 


The N 
N ſe de- 
O#. 6. and perceive you intend 20 Bales Gawd 0 


more by the Mary, Capt. Field. I am of Yet ar 
Opinion you had as good ſtop your Hands, * 
at leaſt ſend ſparingly, till I can give you Bill of Com- 
ſome more certain News about the Brazil werte paſſtd. 
Ships, and that you find what will be done 

in your Parliament in relation to the French 

Trade ; for I dread their taking ſome Re- 

ſolutions that will prove deſtructive to this. 

Thus far you may depend on, that if the 

Bill in favour of the French Commerce paſ- 

ſes, this Court will do their utmoſt to op- 

preſs the Engliſb Trade; and it's much to 

be feared, that the Treaty being broken by 

us, they will not be content to prohibit 


Cloths only, but proceed to forbid Bays Tie French 


and other Goods, which the French are pro- *2re/emte- 


, : a tion in be- 
poſing to bring hither, and are repreſenting balf ef 
how much more advantageous to Portugal a fart 
Trade with France would be than with Eng- — 
land, France taking off great Quantities of Engliſh, 


their Sugars and Tobacco, and England 


nothing but their Gold, except it be 


«© ſome 
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c ſome Wine and Fruit, which does amount 
© but to a ſmall Part of the Trade. And as [ 
5 ſhould be ſorry you ſhould engage in this 
& Trade with any Diſadvantage, I give it as 
6 my Opinion, that one cannot act too cau- 
6 tiouſly in it at preſent. 


T am, &c. 


Here is a Factor at Liſbon, who adviſes his 
Principal to ſend him no more Bales of Goods, 
or to ſend but very ſparingly. A Factor ad- 
viſe this] who is to have the Profit of his Com- 
miſſion, and who can loſe nothing by theGoods 
that are conſign'd to him] Certainly the Ap- 
prehenſion of Loſs muſt be very great to his 
Principal, that to ſave him from the Hazard 
only, a Factor can ſatisfy himſelf to part with 
a certain Profit. 

And what are the Apprehenſions of this Gen- 
tleman ? He dreads the Parliament's taken ſome 
Reſolutions here, which will prove deſtruftive to 
the Trade of Portugal. For my own part, 1 
am not able to dread any ſuch thing. A Bri- 
tiſb Parliament take Reſolutions deſtructive to 
the Trade of Portugal! a Trade which has 
brought above 350,000 per ann. into our Mint, 
furniſhed much greater yearly Sums to the Pay- 
ment of our Armies in Portugal, Spain, and 
Flanders, and moreover provided our Weſtern 
Counties with almoſt all their preſent current 
Money! Will any Members of either Cornwal 
or Devonſhire give their Votes for the Deſtruc- 
tion of ſuch a Trade ? Or is it poſſible that a 
Britiſh Parliament can ever be guilty of ſuch a 
Thought? Did King Charles I. and his Par- 
lament 
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liament condemn the French Trade for exhauſt- 
ing our Treaſure ; and will any other Parlia- 
ment deſtroy the Trade of Portugal, for hav- 
ing gained ſo vaſt a Treaſure to this Nation? 

Again, for want have all theſe yearly Sums 
been paid by Portugal, but for our Perpets and 
our Serges, for our Cloths, our Bays and o- 
ther Manufactures ; in ſhort, for the Product 
of our Lands, and the Labour of our People ? 
Has ſhe not paid all this Money either to the 
Rents of the Gentlemen, or for the Employ- 
ment and Subſiſtence of our Poor? And has 
ſhe not by this means raiſed the Value of our 
Native Commodities and Manufactures? And 
ſhall the Trade be deſtroyed which has done 
this, and deſtroyed too by a Britifh Parlia- 
ment? Could the Parliament of King Charles II. 
condemn the French Trade for leſſening the Va- 
lue of our Native Commodities and ManufafFurcs, 
for leſſening the Employment and Subſiſtenceof 
our People? And can it be imagined that any o- 
ther Parliament will do any thing to deſtroy the 
Trade with Portugal, for being the Reverſe of 
that with France, for increaſing the Value of 
our Native Commodities and Manufactures, for 
increaſing the Employment and Subſiſtence of 
our People? A Britih Parliament do this ! it 
is not poſſible to be ſuſpected. 

But what Reſolutions does he apprehend the 
Parliament can take, which will prove deſtruc- 
tive to our Trade with Portugal? he aſſures 
us, he bids us depend upon it, that if the Bill in 


favour of the French Commerce paſſes, the Court 


of Portugal will do her utmoſt to oppreſs the Eng- 
uh Trade; and that our Treaty with that Nati- 
Vor. II. C on 
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on being broken by us, ſhe will not be content ty 
prohibit our Cloths only, but to proceed to forbid 
our Bays ond other Goods. And what ſhould 
hinder her ? Before ſhe had tied up her Hands 
by a Treaty, had ſhe not the Right of a So- 
vereign Prince, as my Antagoniſts have ſaid, 
to prohibit all or any of our Manufactures ? Is 
ſhe reſtrained from exerciſing this Right any o- 
therwiſe than by a Treaty ? And will not the 
Breach of the Treaty on our part, reſtore her 
to the Power of exerciſing this Right? But 
beſides that, ſhe will be reſtored to this Power 
by the Breach, tho* there were no Clauſe in 
the very Treaty, to this effect, that if it ſhall 
be broken by us, it. ſhall be again lawful for the 
King of Portugal to prohibit not only our Moollen 
Cloths, but all the reſt of cur M collen 13 
tures, Has Portugal expreſiy reſerved to her- 
ſelf ſuch a Liberty without any deſign to make 
uſe of it? No, we may ſatisfy ourſelves, that 
upon the firſt Breach of the Treaty ſhe will re- 
taliate upon us by a Prohibition of all our 
Woollen Manufactures: And then there is an 
End of all that annual Ballance which is paid 
to this Kingdom; there is an End of that 
Trade which has ſo much increaſed our Trea- 
ſure, and raiſed the Value of our Native Com- 
modities and Manufactures. The Reduction 
of the Duties upon French Wines is a Breach 
of that Treaty, and reſtores Portugal to the 
Richt of prokibiting all our Woollen Manu- 
factures. But then this Reduction cannot be 
made but by a Br:t1h Parliament; and does 
he imagine, that a Britiſb Parliament will ever 
break a Treaty, and in conſequence of that 

Breach 
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Nation, and this in favour of the French Com- 
merce, which ſtands convicted by an Engliſb 
Parliament of exhauſting our Treaſure, and lej- 
ſening the Value of our Native Commodities and 
Manufattures ? 

This Gentleman bids us depend upon a Pro- 
hibition, not only of our Woollen Cloths, but 
of our Bays and other Goods, if the Commerce 
Bill ſhould paſs. My Antagoniſts are of ano- 
ther Opinion; Woollen Goods, ſay they, the 
Portugueſe muſt have; and from what other 
Nation can they be ſupply'd ? So that, in their 
Opinion, we may ſafely break the Portugal 
Treaty; that Nation will ftill be obliged to 
take off our Woollen Goods, and conſequent- 
ly muſt ſtill contribute as much as ſhe did be- 
fore to the Increaſe of our Treaſure, and to 
the raiſing the Value of our native Commodi- 
ties and Manufactures. They differ very much 
from this Liſbon Correſpondent. This Gentle- 
man endeavours to perſuade us, that the 
French are at this very Juncture of Time pro- 
poſing to ſerve the Portugueſe with Cloths, 
Bays, and other Goods ; and repreſenting to 
them how much more beneficial it would be 
for them to trade with France than with Eng- 
land, and how much greater Quantities of 
Goods France would take off from that 
Country. 

My Antagoniſt no doubt will laugh at Wool- 
len Manufactures from France. Leet us fee 
© now, ſay they No. 67, their Dcgs-Hair 
*© Broad Cloth, their rough hal{-drefs*u Drug- 
gets, their unſhorn Dozens, their Cabbage 

C 2 Net 


27 


P:ca'dy ſold 

a Million 

and a balf 
1 of Livres in 
1 Weollen to 

| . Holland, 

1 ver ann. 


The Britiſh Merchant. 


Net Bays, and let them be match'd with 
© the Engliſb Goods of the ſame Denomina- 
« tion.” They write with ſuch an Air of 
Confidence, that one would almoſt believe 
there is no Mutton at all in France, or that 
their Sheep wore no Fleeces. Now if I ſhould 
produce a hundred living Witneſſes, that Wool, 
and not Dogs-Hair, grows on the Backs of the 
French Sheep, they would call them all Parties 
againſt the Bill of Commerce. I ſhall therefore 
give them a Witneſs that has been dead above 
this forty Years. It is the Maxims of Holland 
by the famous Monfieur De Wit. The Book 
has been many Years tranſlated into the Engliſb 
Language, and neither the Author nor Tranſla- 
tor can be ſuſpected of Partiality in this Cauſe. 
In the 7th Chap. 2d Part, among the Goods 


which Holland annually brought from France, 


we read WOOLLEN YARN SPUN IN 
ALL PARTS OF PI/CARDY, WORTH 
MORE THAN ONE MILLION AND 
A HALF. 

WOOLLEN YARN worth a Million 
and a Half of Livres, purchaſed annually from 
one French Province only, and yet 1s there no 
Wool at all in France? To ſuch Abſurdities 
are Men reduced, who write only for Hire, 
and without Reaſon on their ſide. 

Upon the whole, the Liſbon Factor has juſt 
reaſon to give ſuch Advice as he has done to his 
Correſpondent, if the Bill of Commerce was 
like to paſs: But as according to the Conclu- 
ſion of the Exeter Letter, the Preſerving of 
the Portugal Treaty is preſerving the very Bread 
of our People, no Man in his Senſes can "_ 

that 
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that a Britiſb Parliament can have it in their Para 
thoughts to break that Treaty, and to take the — 
Bread out of their Mouths. The Liſbon Factor Treaty is 
has judged very rightly of the Conſequence of wo —_ 
breaking that Treaty: He was only in the 3a of 
wrong to ſuſpect that a Britiſh Parliament eur Pepe. 
could, upon any account whatſoever, be in- 

duced to break a Treaty, eſpecially one that 


is ſo beneficial to this Nation. 


Here I ſhall ſhew, 

I. That he has given a good Argument for 
the Old SCHEME. 

2. That the SCHEME is defended by the 
Mercator's Anſwer to many of his own 
Objections. 

3. That there be greater Reaſons now for 
charging the French Trade with chſtructiug 
our Increaſe of Treaſure, and leſſening the 
Value of our Manufattures, than when the 
Prohibition Af was made. 

4. 1 fhall exhibit a Letter concerning the 
Portugal Treaty. 


M* Adverſaries finding themſelves much 
preſſed by the Preamble to the Prohibi- 
tion act, 30 Car. II. fay it was a wild Pre- 
amble to a wild AF of Parliament. 

But why a wild Preamble, and a wild Af 
of Parliament? Why? becauſe our Legiſla- 
tors then were cheated by the old SCHEME 
into a Perſuaſion, that the French Trade car- 
ried our Money away, &c. and from thence, ſay 


they, came that wild Preamble to a wild A of 
Parliament, 
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Several Things deſerve Remark in this Paſ- 


ſage. 

Firſt, That they ſay, it led our Legiſlators 
to the making the above-mentioned Act of 
Parliament in the 3oth Year of King Charles 
II. between 30 and 40 Years ſince; fo that 
the contriving or drawing that SCHEME, is 
not the Crime of the preſent Age. 

But 2dly, The Adverſaries of the Bill of 
Commerce ought not ſo much as to be charg- 
ed with the Guilt of offering a SCHEME to 
the laſt Parliament, which they knew to be 
falſe; for if as they ſay, it was the Founda- 
tion, upon which our Legiſlators almoſt forty 
Years ago condemned the French Trade, what 
reaſon could any Man have in this Age to ſuſ- 
pect that ſo wiſe an Aſſembly of Men in the 
laſt were miſtaken? or that upon inſufficient 
Grounds they would proceed to a Prohibition 
of that Trade? Had the SCHEME ever been 
confuted ? Had ever any thing been publiſhed 
in Print againſt it? And then was there not 
ſufficient Reaſon for every Man to rely upon 
that Authority which had convinc'd our for- 
mer Legiſlators ? If this SCHEME was in- 
deed the Foundation of that Act of Parlia- 
ment, the Mercator has acquitted every Per- 
ſon now living from the Guilt of forging an 
Argument againſt the Bill of Commerce, or 
abetting any ſuch Forgery. 

But in the third place, if this SCHEME 
was a Forgery, how comes it to paſs that it 
was not diſcovered in that Parliament ? that 
the Glory of this Diſcovery was reſerv*d ſo 
many Years after for the Mercator ? Could — 

wiſe 
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wiſe a Parliament be ſo eaſily impoſed on by 
the Fraud, when it was ſo very freſh? And 
was it ſo eaſy for this Man to lay it open after 
ſo great a diſtance of time? No, certainly, it 
the OLD SCHEME was the Foundation of 
that Law, I ſhall believe that it was a Godd 
SCHEME ; I ſhall believe that our Legiſla- 
tors could not be ſo much miſtaken as to make 
an entire Prohibition of the French Trade, when 
we were in Amity with that Prince upon a 
Foundation that was falſe. And thus the Mer- 
cator has furniſh'd me with an Argument in 
Defence of the OLD SCHEME, the Autho- 
rity of an Engliſh Parliament, who, I believe, 
knew a great deal more of this Matter than he 
or I at this Diſtance. 

Laſtly, If the OLD SCHEME was falſe, 
the Miniſtry in that Reign would not have fail- 
ed to lay it open; for how zealous ſoever the 
Lords and Commons were then againſt the 
French Trade, *tis well known that the Mini- 
ſtry was for it; (France has often heretofore 
found her Way to an Engl;h Miniſtry, and 
found her Account in ſuch a Correſpondence 


and they would certainly have detected all the 


Frauds of that SCHEME, if there had been 
any, eſpecially if there had been no other Ar- 
gument againſt that Trade. Since they did 
not think fit todo it, I muſt take it for grant- 
ed, that whether from that SCHEME, or by 
whatſoever other Arguments, our Legiſlators 
were in the right, when they affirm'd of our 
French Imports, that they exhau/ted our Trea- 
ſures, and leſſen'd the Value of our native Com- 
modities and Manufafurs, 

C 4 The 
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The Mercator affirms, that I gave up this 
Old SCHEME, that I own'd 1 —— not pre- 
tend to vindicate it; I challenge him to pro- 
duce one Word to this Purpoſe in all that I 
have ever written. Indeed, I ſaid the Merca- 
tor ſhould not divert me from the Argument I 
had then choſen, which was the Confutation of 
his Falſhoods to the Defence of that SCHEME, 
to which I was not at all oblig'd. But I even 
then believ'd that it was true, notwithſtanding 
all that he had produc'd to prove it falſe. And 
I do not believe it the leſs at this time, if, as 
he ſeys, it was the Foundation of an Act of 
Parliament. I thank him for this Argument. 

But my Gratitude goes farther, I thank him 

for the Anſwer I ſhall make to his chief Argu- 
ments againſt it, which are contradictory Ac- 
counts from the Cisſtom-Houſe. Formerly he 
affirms, that in the Year 1680, which was 
two Years after this Act of Parliament was 
made, the Court gave private Orders to the 
Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms to make wrong 
Entries, that this was done accordingly in the 
Caſe of Wines; and he gives us to under- 
ſtand, that there fate at the Board at that time 
Sir Nicholas Butler, of flagrant Memory. But 
if we are to take C/tom-houſe Vouchers before 
the above-mention'd Act of Parliament, we 
muſt take ſuch as Sir Nicholas Butler of fla- 
grant Memory, has left there. The Mercator 
can never be angry with me for this Anſwer, 
for it is his own, and indeed it is an effectual 
Cure for moſt of the mortal Stabs, he has gi- 
ven the Old SCHEME. 
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I believe I have effectually clear'd King 
Charles II, and our Legiſlators in that Reign, 
from the Charge of their making 201i Pream- 
bles, and wild Acts of Parliament; and we 
ought therefore to believe that upon very good 
Ground, whether by the Old SCHEME, or 
by whatſoever other Arguments they juſtly con- 
demned the French Trade of exhauſting the 
Treaſure, and leſſening the Value of the Native 
Commodities and Manufattures 2 this Nation. 

Thus they judg'd of that Trade ſo many Reaſies for 
Years ago. They could not but know that 2/5 
an Over-ballance of Manufactures imported 1% car, Il. 
from that Country, muſt be paid for by the 
Gold and Silver of this Kingdom ; they could 
not but ſee, that all that Over-ballance of Ma- 
nufactures thus imported, muſt be worn and 
conſum'd here, inſtead of ſo many of our 
own ; and it follow'd thence, in the firſt Caſe, 
that our Treaſure was exhauſted, and in the 
ſecond, that the Value of our Native Manu- 
factures muſt be leſſon'd. 

But thoſe wiſe and excellent Legiſlators ne- 
ver liv'd to have the Experience we have had 
ſince; and it was not poſſible for them to fore- 
fee how much our Trade with France inter- 
rupted that with other Countries. This could 
only be known by the Increaſe we have made 
ſince of our other Commerce, by the Inter- 
ruption of our Trade with France. We are Beſere the 
taught by the Report of the Inſpector-General _ — 
of the Cuſtoms, that Holland formerly paid us , basel, 
nothing, but now almoſt 1,400,000 J. per 7% 1,400," 
Ann. for an Over-ballance of our Manufac- 7* © 
tures. We have gain'd too, ſince that Inter- 
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ruption, from Germany, Flanders, Italy, and 
Portugal, by an Over-ballance of Manufac- 
tures, more than ever we did before. Inſtead 
of a loſing Trade with France, we have a 
gainful one with ſo many other Nations. All 
this Gain is owing to the Interruption of a lo- 
ſing Commerce; and the Reſtoration of that 
loſing Commerce, muſt be the Interruption of 
our other Gain, from Portugal eſpecially; ſince 
the Advantages of this Trade, were not only 
gain'd by the Commencement of that Inter- 
ruption, but depend upon a Treaty for its 
Continuance. 


To the Britiſh Merchant. 


6-11, Nov. 25. 1713. 
ce H O' you have already expoſed the 
6 Mercator about the Treaty with Por- 


« tugal, for Admiſſion of our Cloths, &c. 
yet he is ſo impudent, that he calls that 
Treaty, in his Paper, Numb. 59. a Felo- 
«© nious Treaty. 
«© Thus the taking hold of an Opportuni- 
&« ty, when Portugal was newly engag'd in a 
War with Spain, when the Spaniards, joint- 
ly with France, made an Irruption into that 
Denies and if not deſtroy*d, put a Stop 
cc to the Portugueſe Manufacture of Cloth (it 
& being made into the Places where the chief 
« of thoſe Manufactures were) I ſay, that 
c the improving that Opportunity to open ſo 
„valuable a Branch of our Trade, as the 
«© Admiſſion of our Cloth, and to tie _— 
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the Portugueſe never to prohibit any of our 
Manufactures for the future, is treated. 
« And what is the Reaſon ? Why, becauſe 
it interferes at preſent, with the New 
Treaty with France, every thing is ſeloni- 
ous, that does not tend to deliver up our 
Ballance of Trade to that Nation. 
« Was there never any Treaty of Com- 
merce, in which, for the Acvantages of 
their Trades, we favour'd one Nation more 
than another ? This is fo certain, it will 
never be deny'd. Why therefore, muſt this 
Treaty be the Object of Part; in favour of 
France. 
% Did it not immediately produce the Et- 
fects foreſeen by that able Miniſter her Ma- 
jeſty employ*'d ; who by a perfect Know- 
ledge of the Portugueſe Trade, knew the 
Conſequences ? He was not a Miniſter juſt 
ſent to make that Treaty, but had been 
Envoy Extraordinary, in the Lear 1697, 
and continu'd employ'd in that Country 
until the Year 1697, and in the Year 1700 
was ſent again, and continu'd until 1703, 
that this Treaty was made. 
«© And the Succeſs anſwer'd: For from 
that Treaty's firſt taking place, the Ballance 
of Trade began to take place ; and the Year 
1703, was the firſt Year we began to bring 
off the Silver of that Nation. : 
«© It's manifeſt from the time of their Pro- > wr Fon: 
hibition of our Cloth, Cloth Serges, and is Portugal 
Cloth Druggets, c. (which continu'd 20 ? tad . 
Years) we never had an Over-ballance, fo 2 Me 
as to bring from thence either Gold or Silver. |; 
( No 
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(No doubt, it well deſerves the Name of 
a felonious Treaty, and the Friends of 
France have very good Reaſons to call it 
ſo; tor it open'd ſuch a Trade as brought 
us in freſh Supplies of Gold and Silver too, 
as to enable us to carry on the War, which 
we could never have ſupported, had we 
been forc'd to pay the Over-ballance of 
our War abroad, out of our Stock, with- 
out any Supplies. 

«© Should any one call the French Treaty of 
Peace or Commerce a felonious one, what 
would be the preſent Anſwer, but a Proſe- 
cution for abuſing her facred Majeſty? And 
would not ſuch a Perſon deſerve Chaſtiſe- 
ment? And yet the Mercator can call the 
Portugueſe Treaty fo, tho* made and ratifi- 
ed by her Majeſty. 

„ Have theſe Men no regard to her Maje- 
ſty's Honour, when they traduc'd her Acti- 
ons, becauſe done in a former Miniſtry ? 
„They muſt alledge, either her Majeſty 
knew, or ſhe did not know what ſhe did. 
Let them make it out either way ; for it's 
equal, and muſt be a moſt ſcandalous Re- 
flection on her ſacred Majeſty, for which I 


hope he will receive a juſt Reward. 
Yours, &c. 


I ſhall here exhibit, 

I. A Letter ſhewing that our Goods exported to 
Dunkirk, can be no Argument for any Ex- 
portations to other Parts of France, 

2. Shall prove that we do not export to France, 


by the way of Flanders, Cc. 
3. That 
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3. That the Mercator has no Reaſon to find 

Fault with the Exports and Imports of 1685. 

4+ That the French Abatement of Duty, is not 
proportionable to ours, by the Treaty Com- 
merce. And, 

5. Add ſome Reflections upon the abovemen- 

tioned Paſſages in the Letter. 


— Improbability of our ſending great 
Quantities of our Woollen Manufac- 


tures, and other Goods to France, by the way 
of other Countries, ſufficiently appears in the 
following Letter. 
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46 Trade, but I would not have us to be 
run down too low neither; therefore I ap- 
e ply to you, that you may ſet the Mercator 
right in three or four Points. 

„ Firſt, he gives us an Account of ſeveral 
& Goods ſent to Dunkir#, and makes this Ob- 
5 ſervation upon it; if we ſend ſo many 
Goods to one Port of France, under the 
* Preſſure of the high Duties we pay at pre- 
<< ſent there, what Quantities are we not like 
to ſend, when thoſe Duties are reduc'd up- 
*© on the foot of the Tariff of 1664? 

& To which I anſwer, 

„ Firſt, That Dunk:ir4 is not in France, tis 
* a Flemiſb Town, where the People general- 
<< ly ſpeak Dutch, and is by no means account- 


ed as a French Town by us, ſince we do not 
« ſuffer 
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ſuffer them to import into Great Britain any 
Goods of French Growth as taking it to be 
azainſt the Act of Navigation. 
« Secondly, Dunkirk is a free Port, where 
no Cuſtoms at all are paid; ſo that it will 
ever be cheaper for us to ſend Goods there 
(if there was a Conſumption for them) than 
to France, even upon the Foot of the Ta- 
riff of 1664. 
« Thirdly, As we have a Garriſon there, 
and in other adjacent Places, I take it that 
moſt of the Goods fent to Dunkirk are uſed 
and conſumed by our own People ; and if 
we have ſent 100,000 /. worth of Goods 
to that Port, ſince it is in our Hands, we 
have ſent fix times that Sum in Money, and 
Bills of Exchange, for the Subſiſtence of our 
Forces there, and in other Places of Flan- 
ders; ſo that the Goods we ſend thither, do 
by no means anſwer the Expence we are at 
in that Country. 
& A fecond Point is, That the Mercator 
tells us, that ſeveral of the Goods ſent from 
hence to Flanders, go from thence after- 
wards to France, and ſeems to look upon 
that as a Loſs to the Nation ; I am a Mer- 
chant of 30 Years ſtanding, but I do affure 
you, I cannot conceive what he means by 
that Suggeſtion, 

« For, 
« Firſt, It doth not ſtand to Reaſon to 
think that any Man in his right Senſes, who 
can ſend Goods directly to Calais, St. Vale- 
ry, Roan, or other French Sea Towns, ſhould 


wilfully increaſe his Charges 8, 10, or 12 per 
« Cent, 


ee 
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e the moſt ignorant Trader in the World, if 
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Cent. by ſending thoſe Goods by the way of 
Flanders; he muſt be mad if he doth fo, or 


he doth not fall into the Account of it. 
« Secondly, Suppoſing there were no 
Charges in ſending thoſe Goods a round- 


his Trade thereby more precarious and diffi- 
cult, by reaſon the French do not admit in- 


ther Countries which they do admit direct- 
ly from Great Britain. 

« Thirdly, Suppoſing again it were ſo as he 
pretends that Engliſh Goods were ſent to 
France by way of Flanders, I cannot for my 
Life ſee the Prejudice it is to us. For I do 
by no means grant that Britiſb Goods, which 
are exported to France directly, are for Bri- 
tiſb Mens Accounts more than Britiſb Goods 
exported to Flanders, or elſewhere; much 
leſs do I grant that there is 5 or 10 per Cert. 
Profit upon a Trade ſo near home, as that 
to France or Flanders; *tis very well moſt 
times if the Merchants get the Inſurance and 
Intereſt of their Money. So that after all, 
I ſhould take it rather to be for our Advan- 
tage, if the French have ſuch Occaſions for 
our Commodities, that they can afford to 
give the extraordinary Charges, Cuſtoms, 
Commiſſion and Profits (if any) which ne- 
ceſſarily accrue upon them, when = are 
convey*d to them by way of other Coun- 
tries; and this was undoubtedly the Caſe in 
time of War, the French being ſo ſhrewd in 


Matters of 'Trade, that either in Peace or 
« War, 
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War, they will have whatever is uſeful for 
them and for their Manufactures, tho' no- 
thing elſe. 

& A third Point is, The Mercator found 
fault that the Year 1685. was taken for a 
Standard for our Imports from France, be- 
cauſe it was the Year after the Prohibition 
ceaſed. This ſeems to me {ſtrangely ab- 
ſurd in him, who hath own'd, that tho” 
there was a Prohibition, the then Admint- 
ſtration (which he takes Liberty to abuſe at 
a ſtrange rate, altho* in ſo aufpicious a 
Reign) wink'd at it ; and there were as 
many French Wines, and other French 
Goods, imported under other Names, as 
if there had been no Prohibition at all ; and 
he owns alſo, that in the ſubſequent Years 
there were more Wines imported than in 
1685, and now after a long War and Inter- 
ruption of Trade, and after he had ſuppoſed 
France exhauſted of Britiſß Goods, he not 
only will take this preſent Year for a Stan- 
dard of our Exports to France, but inſinuates 
that for the future our ſaid Exports are like 
to be much greater. When, as I ſaid before, 
every body knows that either in War or 
Peace, in time of Prohibition, or in time 
of free Trade, the French will never take 
but what is uſeful and neceſſary for them, 
and are fo wiſe as always to admit one way 
or other whatever they have occaſion for. 
„ Fourthly, Altho* the Mercator doth in 
none of his Papers, that I know of, pretend 
that this Nation hath occaſion for any fort or 


kind of French Commodities whatſoever 
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(for it were too groſs to pretend it) howe- 
« yer he would have us to abate of the French 
«© Duties which have been ſo wiſely laid by 
e our Legiſlators, vix. 


“ 300 per Cent. on Sh ad 


According to his own 2” On 


cc h Wi 

5 Frenc 7 3 Valuation of thoſe be Duties 
- + 5/7 gon Commodities. on French 
& Brandies. Goods are. 


« 45 per Cent. on Paper. 

& 45 per Cent. on Linen. 

& And ſo in proportion to theſe two laſt 
& Articles upon molt other French Commodi- 
tc ties. 
And for a Compenſation to poor Eng- The Abate- 
& land, the French will abate of the preſent Ad 6 
« Duties which Eng/;þ Goods pay in France, lim Goods 
c viz. 15 per Cent. on Lead, Tin, Allum, * France. 
“ Copperas, and moſt other Commodites. 

„ Upon Tobacco, which is one of our 
great Articles, Nothing. 

„ And as for Woollen Goods, whether 
they abate much or no, *tis of no Conſe- 
© quence, ſince every body agrees that the 
* French make now molt ſorts cheaper than 
«© we our ſelves. | 

cso that it appears we ſhould abate to the The Abate- 
French infinitely more of the Duties on their —_— 
© Commodities, than they ſhould abate to us for Expor> 
© on ours; which makes me conclude we f#«tion. 
had better let things remain upon the pre- 
ſent certain good Foot they are, and enjoy 
the free open Trade and Commerce the 
* Peace hath procured us with that Nation, 
„than to give away without any Cauſe or 
Neceſſity whatever to a much greater Im- 
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«© portation of French Goods into England, 
«« when it is apparent the intended Reduction 
& of the Duties on Engliſb Goods, even upon 
& the Foot of 1664 is ſo inconſiderable, that it 
© would give us an Opportunity of exporting 
& very little more Goods to France than now 
© we do. 


MY Correſpondent obſerves here, that 
Dunkirk is a Free-Port : And I muſt add too, 
that Marſeilles is alſo another, where no Cu- 
ftoms are paid at all. How then, can our Ex- 
portations to thoſe Ports prove, that any of our 
Goods can be let intoany other Parts of France, 


under the Duties which are left upon them by 


the late Treaty of Commerce ? Or, how will 
they prove that we are to have the Tariff of 
1664, when that Treaty has reſtor'd us that 
Tariff, with ſo many Exceptions ? How will 
they prove to us that our Woollen Manufac- 
tures can be fold in France, under the Tariff 
of 1699, that is, under Duties of above 20 per 


Cent. of their whole Value ? How will they 


prove that any of our Goods of foreign Growth, 
or made of the Materials of foreign Growth, 
can be fold in that Country, notwithſtanding 
the Prohibitions of them which are to remain 
in their full Force by our late Treaty ? France 
may diſpenſe with her preſent Prohibitions, E- 
dicts, and high Duties, to draw on the Bill of 
Commerce; but have we any Aſſurance, that 
this ſhall be done when that Point is once 
gain'd? We are to expect no Favour from that 


Country, but what ſhe is bound to grant us by 
her Treaty. 


But 


land, 
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upon 
nat it 
ting 
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too, 
Cu- 
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by 
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But in the next place, what are his ſuppoſed 
Exportations by the way of Flanders? Wou'd 
any Man bear the Charges of a round-about 
Trade, when in Peace he can carry his Goods 
directly to that Country? Wou'd he chuſe to 
make his Trade ſo very difficult and precarious ? 
But if the French muſt have our Goods, if they 2 1 
are under any ſuch Neceſſity, that they muſt ſhe wants, 
import them either directly by the Way of and cbere- 
Flanders, or other Countries, what Reaſon f rep 277 
then for the Bill of Commerce? ſhall we grant Es 
them the Liberty of pouring in upon us their 
Wines, their Linens, their Silks, their Paper, 
and other Manufactures, ſo prejudicial to our 
own, only for the Liberty of carrying directly 
to France ſuch Goods as ſhe is otherwiſe forc'd 
to take from us, by the way of Flanders, and 
other Countries ? 

In the next place, I cannot but wonder, Ne Ballance 
that the Mercator ſhould be ſo very angry with == 
the Year 1685. He that ſaid fo bold at his firſt 
ſetting out, that the French Trade has, in ſpight 
of Duties, Edits, and Prohibitions, been al- 
ways beneficial to this Nation ! He that pretend- 
ed to make a Ballance, that very Year, of 8 
or 900,000 J. in our Favour | Let him ſhew, 
that we had then, or ever before, either be- 
fore, or ſince the Tariff of 1664, any Ballance 
at all, and I promiſe here never to offer one 
Word againſt the Bill of Commerce. 

Great Search has been making for this happy 
Year, but no ſuch Year can be found, neither 
under the Duties of 1664, nor even before that 
Year, when the Duties were a great deal light- 
er. And therefore, the Mercator, who was 
ſo 
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Weollen 
Manufac- 
turescheaper 
in France 
than England 
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ſo very fond of Cu/tom-Houſe Accounts, is 
come to down-right denying that “ any Ac- 
& counts from the Cu/tom-Houſe, can give a 
& true Scheme of the Trade of France, or fo 
much of a Scheme, as to make a rational 
& Conjecture from.“ Is this the Man that 
was ſo very ſure of his Accounts from the Cu- 
om- Houſe ? i 
But I deſire my Reader to look back to my 
Correſpondent's Letter. What Abatements 
are we to make of our Engliſb Duties to let in 
an Inundation of French Manufactures into this 
Kingdom? And how inconſiderable are the 
Abatements of the French Duties upon our 
Goods ? But if the whole Duties upon our 
Woollen Manufactures were to be abated 
there, it would do us very little Service. I have 
prov'd, that there is Wool in France, and they 
have cheaper Woollen Manufactures of their 
own. | 
Their Manufactures muſt be cheaper by 
their raiſing the Value of their Coin, and re- 
ducing the Value of Labour. They have 
been making ſome little Counter-ſteps to this, 
to draw on the Bill of Commerce : But when 
that Point is gain'd, they may unmake them 
all again. The Treaty has not ſettled the Va- 
lue of their Coin; but *tis no doubt will de- 


ſerve the Conſideration of our Legiſlators. 


RE ts A, 2 39% WW. 


The Trade with France. 


The Mercator contradicts his own Afſſertions. 

His Letter concerning the Ship Marſeilles Fac- 
tor conſider d. 

E 3 the Straits cannot be preſumed to be 

for France. 

Cuſtom-Houſe Accounts the moſt certain Rule 
to judge of our Exports and Imports between 
France and England, notwith/tanding the 

Letter concerning the Marſeilles Factor. 


HAT a ſtrange Creature is the Mer- 
cator? One while all for Cu/tom- Houſe 
Accounts, and for proving the French Trade 
beneficial by thoſe infallible Vouchers : This 
has been promiſed in many of his Papers. At 
another time, it is impoſſible to make any Con- 
jecture of the French Trade by any Accounts from 
the Cuſtom-Houſe. They are found now to 
be againſt him, therefore this is the Doctrine 
of him and his Maſters. 

Again, for a long time he lamented the ill 
Succeſs of the Bill of Commerce, for want of 
which few or no Manufactures could be ſent to 
that Country ; but by his lateſt Papers, a World 
of our Manufactures are ſent thither, which are 
enter*d out for other Places. 

One while our Goods cannot get into France, 
under the Preſſure of the preſent high Duties in 
that Kingdom: This Doctrine has been preſs'd 
more than once; but of late one would ima- 
gine this Preſſure of the preſent high Nuties did 
us but very little Miſchief. Our Goods, it 
ſeems, are firſt ſent to other Countries, ſuch 
as Holland, Flanders, and Itah, where the 


Cu- 
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Mercator's 
Self Contra- 
didtions, 
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Marſeilles 
Factor con- 


, ſidered. . 


Marſeilles a 
Mogazine 
of Goods, 


The Britiſh Merchant, 
Cuſtoms are very Moderate, and afterwards 


| ſent to France under the Preſſure 4 the preſent 


high Duties ; that is, they will by no means 
bear paying the French Duties only, but they 
arevery well able to bear the Duties of France 
and other Countries join'd together. Such Ab- 
furdities as theſe are thought fit to be impoſed 


on Engliſh Readers 


But why are we to grant, that greater Quan- 
tities of our Goods are exported to France than 
are enter'd for that Country? Why? Be- 
„ cauſe on the 31/7 of October laſt was entered 
„ at the Cuſtom-Hauſe by Mr. Paul Torin 
& 31091 lib. of Pepper for Marſeilles, which 
«© was ſhipp'd on board the Marſeilles Factor, 
a Ship that was afterwards clear'd out, not 
« for Marſcilles, but for the Straits. 

Did this Ship, fays he in other Words, car- 


ry no other Cargo to Marſeilles ? Was it worth 


her while to go to that Port with ſo ſmall a Car- 
go ? But if ſhe was full loaden for Marſeilles, 
why was ſhe clear'd for the Straits, which 
takes in ſo many other Countries, and not for 
that Port only ? Since therefore Goods which 
are enter*d for the Straits are fo very likely to 
be carried into France, he concludes that 10 
Gueſs can be made from the Cuſtom-Houſe Books 
of what the Trade to France is. 

And I muſt deny, that any Gueſs can be made, 
what our Trade to F rance ever was or ever ſhall 
be hereafter,” by any Tariff or Treaty of Com- 
merce, from any Exports to Marſeilles. Mar- 
ſeilles J have ſaid already is a free Port, where 
no Cuſtoms at all are paid, either inwards or 


outwards, where all ſorts of Goods are laid up, 
till 


> 2 03 
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way 
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till any other Market ſhall call for them, whe- 
ther in France, or any other Country ; and 
whenſoever that ſhall happen, they are carry'd 
out as free as they came in. The Mercator 
will by no means allow, that our Exports for 
Holland are for the Conſumption of that Coun- 
try, and yet they pay a Duty both inwards and 
outwards ; ſo that they cannot paſs thro* Hol- 
land without an Increaſe of their Price upon xj, c, gums 
this Account. The Caſe is otherwiſe at Dun- paid at 
kirk and Marſeilles, no Cuſtoms are paid at all 1 
upon Goods imported or exported in thoſe Pla- Keille- 
ces; and then ſhall it be thought that whatſoe- 
ver we ſend to either are for the Uſe of the 
French Nation? No, certainly it is much more 
reaſonable to believe that they are only laid up 
there, till they ſhall be called for by ſome other 
Country; for as ſoon as they leave thoſe Ports 
for any other Ports of France, they are loaded 
with ſuch Duties as are next to Prohibitions. I 
muſt therefore inform this Writer, that his Ex- 
ports to Marſeilles are very little to his Purpoſe, 
very little more than if they were ſent to Con- 
ftantinople or Aleppo. It is much more proba- 
ble, that the Goods landed at Marſeilles are 
ſhipp'd again for ſome other Country, than 
that either theſe, or any other Goods enter'd 
for the Straits, are for the Uſe of the French 
Nation. And therefore notwithſtanding this 
fine Argument of the Mercator, the Cu/tam- 
houſe Accounts are a very good Rule to deter- 
mine the utmoſt Extent of our Exports to 
France in every Year of Peace; his Marſeilles 
Factor, tho* ſhe had been loaded wholly for 
that City, and for no other Country _—_ 

e 
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the Straits, does not prove ſo much as a Pro- F 
bability, that any thing more than the Pepper, ¶ our 
or even that all the Pepper on board that Ship, ſton 
was for the Uſe of the French Nation. Plac 
I ſhall therefore grant, that Goods may be of C 
ſometimes entered for the Straits, and after- port 
wards landed at Marſeilles, without granting be n 
that any Goods, whether entered for Mar. 80 
ſeilles or the Straits, are for the Uſe of France. Hof / 
J think France will uſe none of our Goods, WIwitt 
except ſuch as ſhe cannot be without, whether Exp 
the Cargo of the Marſeilles Factor was of th Arg 
kind, we ſhall be able to judge when we ſee in a 
it; for my own part, I know nothing of it, Ir 
let the Mercator produce it, if he thinks it fu mer. 
his Purpoſe. But I believe he will not pro- Duti 


duce it, or if he ſhould, 1 believe we ſhouldMin al 
be convinc'd by the very Sight, that none, Exp. 
but a very ſmall part of it, was to be conſum- Arg. 
ed in France, or even to be laid up at Ha- ſell: 


ſeilles, till called for by any foreign Market Fi 


but I muſt aſk the Mercator here, if Goods 
enter*d for one Country are often landed in 
another, what Reaſon he has not to believe 
that the Pepper enter'd for Marſeilles, might 
not be landed in any Port of Italy, as well a 
that Goods enter'd for the Straits, ſhould be 
landed at Marſeilles? I am ſure there is very 
little Reaſon to believe, that any great Quan. 
tities of our Goods can be conſum'd in am 
Part of France, under the Preſſure of the pri 
ſent Duties, as he calls it, or even without any 
Duties at all, as is very well obſerv'd by my 
Correſponderit. I muſt therefore defire the 
Mercator to conſider, 

Firſt, 
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ro- 


Places, cannot be increas'd by paſſing the Bill 
Jof Commerce; and that therefore, the Ex- 
portations to either the one or the other, can 
be no Argument for that Bill. 


with high Duties; and that thereſore, our 
Exportations to Dunkirk or Mar ſeilles are no 
Argument at all, that any of them can be ſold 
in any other Part of that Kingdom. 

In the third Place, the Treaty of Com- 


for merce leaves many of our Goods under high 
ro- Duties; and ſome of them under Prohibitions, 
ul8Win all other Parts of France. And therefore our 


Exportations to Dunkirk or Marſeilles, are no 
Argument that that Treaty will enable us to 
ſel] any in any other Part of that Kingdom. 
Fourthly, If more of our Goods are export- 
ed to Dunkirk or Marſcilles, than are neceſſa- 
ry for the Conſumption of thoſe Cities; it 
ought rather to be preſum'd, that they are af- 


ot Wterwards re-exported to other Countries, where 
they are admitted upon eaſier Terms, than that 
beſſ they are ſold thence to any other Partsof France, 
en ander the Preſſure of the preſent Duties. 


And from hence it will follow in the fifth 
Place, That if Goods are enter'd from Eng- 
land, without ſpecifying any particular foreign 
Port, to which they are bound, it ought ra- 
my ther to be preſum'd, that they are bound for 
the thoſe Countries where they are admitted upon 

A har than that they are bound for any 
rſt, 0 L. II. D Country, 


Firſt, that Marſeilles is a free Port, That F 


our Goods there, and at Dunkirk, pay no Cu- feilles and 
ſtoms ; that the Conſumption of them in thoſe Dunkirk nee 


Secondly, that our Goods in all other Parts .0” — 
of France, are either prohibited, or loaded "0 
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Greds entred loaded with high Duties. For Example: The 


rotle Straits 
landed in 
Ita y, not in 
France. 
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Country, where they are either prohibited, or 


Straits is a general Name that comprehend; 0 
Italy as well as France; but our Goods are to 
not prohibited in Italy, they are admitted li. 
there with eaſy Duties. The thing is ju la 
the contrary in France : The Mercator him. m 
ſelf has denied, and indeed, it is ridicu B 
lous to imagine, that any conſiderable Quan- 4 
tity of our Goods can be exported to th to 
Kingdom, under the preſent Preſſure of big 
Duties; and therefore, every Entry for the «© 
Straits ought rather to be preſum*d to be made F. 
for 1taly. ar 
And hence it will follow, in the laſt Place, ne 
That the Entry of 31,091 lib. of Pepper ſu G 
Marſeilles, and the clearing out the Ship nM fr: 
which it was carried, ought to be confiderelf 
in this Manner, viz. That the Pepper on ca 
was for France, if ſhe was in abſolute Wa T 
of that Commodity (for in ſuch Caſes, ſhe 2 +: 
mits every thing) and that all the reſt of ha th 
Cargo was for Italy. Or if the whole was fol 2 
Mar ſcilles, for the Reaſons J have given, nc 
ought not to be preſum'd, that the whole pc 
to be conſum'd within the French Nation, « be 
that it is not afterwards to be re-exported tl an 


other Countries, where it is admitted wit 
eaſy Duties. | 

The Mercator has a very quaint Argumerſ 
to perſuade us, that the whole Cargo «Fl 
board the Marſeilles Factor is intended ft ö 
that Port; and that is, that if the Ship | 
bound for Italy, Marſeilles is out of the Wa i 
and that the Carrier's Waggon is never k o 
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to leave the Road, to deliver a Parcel by the 
Way. But is it the ſame thing with a Ship ? 
Or is Marſeilles fo very much out of the Road 
to Italy? Or is 30,000 lib. of Pepper, like a 
little Parcel in a Waggon? According to the 
laſt Sale, it is of 2, 500 J. Value; and how 
many Ships are loaden with no greater Value? 
But if the whole Cargo was for MAarſeilles, 
Marſeilles is a free Port, and nothing at all 
to the Mercator's Purpoſe. 

But I think I have ſaid enough to convince e Mare 
every reaſonable Perſon, that his Mar ſeilles 4 obs 
Factor, the Entry on board her for that Port, be Merca- 
and the clearing her out for the Straits, are tor P La 
no Argument at all, that we cannot make a 
Gueſs at the French Trade, by any Returns 
from the Cuſtom- Houſe. 

What a ſtrange Creature now is the Mer- 
cator, to deal in ſuch Sel{-Contradictions | 
To be firſt fo very confident of his Cuſtom- 
houſe Accompts, and then ſo ſoon to give 
them up! To perſuade us that our Goods 
cannot be carried into Trance, and that yet 
now ſuch Quantities are carried thither! To 
perſuade us that our Goods are not able to 
bear the preſent high Duties in that Kingdom, 
and that yet, now they are able to bear, not 
only the French Duties, but thoſe of other zz, 8411 
Countries in Conjunction! But I believe I fend few 
ſhall ſhew my Readers before I have done, that 2 

. 0 0 . fures to 
Duties, or no Duties in France, the Caſe will France, Huty 
be very much the ſame, we ſhall ſend very few or 2D . 
Manufactures to that Kingdom. 
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A Letter in Anſwer to one of the Mercator“ 
Arguments againſt the SCHEME. 


Some Reflections on that Letter. 


H O' at firſt I had nothing leſs in my 
Thoughts, than to undertake a Defence 
of the Old SCHEME, yet I will do it becauſe | 
the Mercator oppoſes it. I have already made 


my Acknowledgements to him for ſome An- 


ſwers to his own Objections; and for provi- | 


ding Cures for ſome of the mortal Stabs he 


has given to that SCHEME. But I am alſo 


oblig'd to this Writer, for putting other Gen- 


tlemen upon the Study of this Argument, by 


which I find I ſhall be cas'd of a great deal of 
Trouble. The Mercator's Objection againſt 
the SCHEME from the Cu/ftom-houſe Ac- 
compt, laid before the laſt Parliament by the 


preſent Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, 1s ſo well 
anſwer'd by a Letter I have juſt now receiv'd, 


that I ſhall give it my Readers entire, as it came | 


to my Hands. 
T7 the Britiſh Merchant. 
s 7.2, 


© one 


0 I Muſt frankly acknowledge, That I pay 

a very great Reſpect to the Memories 
«« of thoſe worthy Merchants, who publiſh'd 
«« the Scheme of the Trade between England 
« and France in 1674, as it was then carried 
« on, in the Commodities of the Native Pro- | 
« duct and Manufacture of each Country, for 
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one Year, from Michaelmas 1668, to Mi- 
chaelmas 1669. 


« Their known Integrity and Abilities for 


that Work, eaſily prevail'd with me to give 
entire Credit to all they had aſſerted. 

« But after I had read the Mercator, No. 
11, and had examined the Accounts from 
the Officers of the Cu/tom-houſe relating to 
our Exports and Imports to and from France 
for the ſaid Year, from Michaelnas 1668, 
to Michaclmas 1669, which were laid laſt 
Seſſions before the Houſe of Commons, J 
vas ſtrangely ſurprized; and tho? I found 
by the Memorandum at the Foot of the Ac- 
count of the Imports, that it was imper- 
fect, yet the Difference between theſe Cu- 
ſtem-houfe Accounts and the Scheme, was 
ſo great, that I muſt confeſs, I was afraid 
thofe Gentlemen had been impoſed on, for 
could not queſtion their Sincerity. 
Thus I was held in ſuſpenſe, until I had 
peruſed your Paper No. 34, which revived 
a Suſpicion I had long harbour'd of the Au- 
thority of the Mercator's faid authentic Vou- 
cher; and turning to the Inſpector-Gene- 
ral's firſt Report to the Commiſſioners of 
Accounts, I was ſoon convinc'd, that this 
Argument againſt the Scheme, might be 
expoſed, tho* under the Protection of ſo 
great a Demonſtration. 

% For by that Report, it appears that all 
the Light the Inſpector-General had been 
able to gain into the Tranſactions of paſt 
Times, relating to our Exports and Imports 
to and from France, was from a Manuſcript 
D 3 „ remain- 
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« remaining in the Cy/tom-houſe, which only 
c gives an Account of the ſeveral Goods and 
« Merchandizes of the Growth of England ex- 
« ported from Londen, and an Account of the 
<« ſeveral Goods and Merchandizes that were 
ce imported into the ſaid City from Michael 
« mas 1662, to Michaelmas 1663, and from 
& Michaclmas 1668, to Michaelmas 1669, 


- © with the then Valuation of all the Commo- a 


« dities; but it takes no Notice of the Re- 
c exports, v. of foreign Goods and Planta- 
& tion Goods carried to other Countries. 

This Abſtract appear'd to him to be an 
« authentick Copy of what had been offered 
ce to the Houſe of Commons, but in what 
“ Year he could not find; and that the Quan- 
<< tities of Goods contained therein, may have 
been fairly extracted from the old Entry- 
«6 Books of the Cu/tom-houſe. 


According to this Manuſcript, or Ab- J 


ce ſtract, 


2 4. d. 


mount to 1 16 © 


„From Mich. 1662 * Imp. a- 


« To Mich. 1663 


“ The Imports exceed the 
« Exports 


mount to 3 160 
Exports — 108699 40 


« From Mich. 1668 C The Imp. a- 
&« To Mich. 2 


“ The Imports exceed the Exp. 432884 12 0 ; 


Exports — 375065 6 0 ; 


— 272641 100 ii 
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« And afterwards he obſerves, That 
: J. * . 


The Lead 
« From Mich. 1668 C hich was 94608 0 © 

exported a- 
mounted to 
And the 
Wooll. Ma- 
nuf. amoun- 
ted to 


« To Mich. 1669 6852117 © 


« To this Account, there can be no Ob- 
« jection ; it comes from the proper Officer, 
« who declares that he was upon Oath, and 
“ look*d upon himſelf, by the Nature of hi; 
Office, bound to act impartially between 
« the Crown and the Merchant. 

He believes it was fairly extracted ſrom 
<« the old Entry-Books, and it had the Sanc- 
“tion to be offer'd to a Houſe of Commons. 

I cannot then doubt, but that this Manu- 
&« ſcript was in the C»/tom-houſe, and known 
to be there, when the Officers of the Cu- 
e flom-houſe gave in their Accounts in fre 
* 1713 to the Houſe of Commons. 

And fince this was all the Light the In- 
* ſpector-General had been able to gain, it 
„ muſt be concluded, that there was no other 
Account in the Cu/tom-houſe in 1711, (when 
his ſaid Report was made) that was regular- 
ly enter'd, or that could be found. 

This therefore is a ſufficient Reaſon, to 
% queſtion the Validity of this Account from 
ce the Cuſtom- hoi ſe, unleſs it ſhould appear that 
* this and the Manuſcript, mentioned by Dr. 


Davenant, are the ſame Record. 
D 4 & Which 
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© Which cannot be allowed, for the Doc- 


© tor, as aforeſaid, ſays, That the Woollen 
«© Manufactures were therein valued at 68, 
nne 


cc 


ce 


© And by the Scheme, they are valued at 
61,546 /. This Difference may be occa- 
ſioned by the Rates that are ſet upon thoſe 
Goods in the Manuſcript, and in the 
Scheme ; but it will be impoſſible to recon- 
cile the Quantities of the exported Goods 


Im the Cu/tem-houſe Account delivered to 


the Houie of Commons, with the afore- 
ſaid Valuation of 68,521 J. 17 s. 

To prove this Aſtertion, I might refer to 
the Mercator, Numb. 11. but becauſe he 
has omitted ſeveral Parcels of the Woollen 
ManufaQtures that are expreſs'd in that Ac- 
count, I ſhall give you the Particulars, and 
their Valuation, according to the Rates 
made uſe of in the Scheme, viz. 


J. 
349 Long Cloths at 10 J. per Clo.— 3490 © o 
54 Short Cloths 8 432 © 0 
2049! Spa. Cloths 15 30742 10 © 
161 Penniſtones 3 per Piece 483 00 
59371 Kerſeys 115 — 10338 26 
34 Cloth Ruſhes 55 — 170 Oo 0 
3053 Double Doz, 5 — 1527 10 o 
162 Single Dozens 2 324 O o 
286 Double Bays 4 1144 © © 
1660 Single Bays 2 10 — 4150 © 0 
168 Minikin Bays 6 1008 o o 
7582 Perp. & _ 2 10 — 18955 o o 
1701 Says &Stufts 2 10 — 4252 10 © 
102465 Geads of 
«Cot. 957. 100 Go. 9271 7 o 
550 Velßßb Plains 
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J. „ 1 
1215 Yds of Flannel 1 per Yard 60 15 0 


2661 DozenMens 
« Worlted Hoſe 
634 Childrens 
« Worſted Hoſe 
1522 Mens Wool- 
« len — — | 
1003 Childrens a 

10 Woollen Hoſe & 3 «0 Þo 
t005 Ells of 

«« beg. — 180 0 0 


5 2 per Dozen 5322 0 0 


3 8 


$15 — 1141 10 o 


253 12 © 


„ yalued at 


a 


Woollen Goods exported from 
„ Michaelmas 1668 to Michael- 
« mas 1669, as by the Cuftom- 
« Houſe Account, amount to 93396 5 6 


Woollen Goods exported in the 
' ſame Year, as by the Inſpec- 
1 tor-General's Account, amount 
«to — 68521 17 o 


7— — 


The Difference is —— — 24874 8 6 


« Which is ſufficient to demonſtrate, that 
the Cu/tom-houſe Account, and the Doctor's 


Manuſcript, are two diſtin Accounts, and 


have no relation to one another, 
„ Beſides, it muſt be obſerved, that the 
ſaid Cyſtom-houſe Account differs from the 
Scheme in the Quantities of every Species of 
Goods : The Mercator has ſhewn you where 
it exceeds, but it did not anſwer his End, to 
give the Counter-part, where *tis exceeded. 
© In that Account, there are alſo ſome 
Goods that the Scheme takes no notice of ; 
D 5 « and 


57 
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c and on the other hand, there are other 
« Goods in the Scheme, which do not appear 
<« in the Cy/tom-houſe Account. 

« From the whole it's reafonable to be- 
lieve, that the Doctor's Manuſcript is au- 
« thentick; and that it's very probable, either 
« that, or the Books of Entrics, from whence 
c it was taken, was the Foundation of the 
& Scheme, ſince neither the Scheme, nor the 
„ Manuſcript give any diftin&t Account of 
* Exports and Imports, to and from the Out- 
«© Ports; nor of the re-exported Goods as 
e aforeſaid: ſo that their different Valuation 
c of the Products and Manufactures ſhipped at 
London, may be cafily accounted for. 

&«© But when, or how the Officers of the 
& Cuyftem-houſe came by the Accounts they 
laid, as aforeſaid, before the Houſe of Com- 
« mons this Year ; or why they took no no- 
<« tice of the aforeſaid Manuſcript, is not for 
me to reflect on. 

« My Deſign being only to take off that 
Load of Infamy and Scandal, that has been 
* caſt on the Authors of the Scheme, who 
like true Engliſpmen, further'd the Proſpe- 
„ rity of their Country. I am, 
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SIR, 


Jour Friend and Servant, 


London, Dec, 
7 P13, 


K. K. 
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To the Britiſh Merchant. 


8-1 K, 
Y Correſpondent here has kincled a 
War between the preſent Officers of 
the Cu/toms, and the [nſpcftor-General ; and 
for my own part, I am very well contented 
that it ſhould be fairly fought between them. 
One thing I mull ab ſerve, that Dr. Dave- 
nant (the Inſpeftor-General) in his Report 
to the Commiſſioners, of Accompts, ac- 
knowledges himſelf to be upon his Oath ; 
and that he very weil conſider'd the Nature 
and Obligation of an Oath: I think this 
cannot be ſaid of the Officers of the Cuſtomis, 
in reſpect to this Return. 
& Again, the Doctor, fel. 8. has aſſerted, 
that all poſſible Enquiries had been made at 
the Cuſtom-houſe, for an Abſtract of the Im- 
ports and Exports for one or two Years be- 
fore the Commencement of the War, but 
that he could not find that any ſuch Abſtract 
was kept. And therefore, if the Manuſcript, 
mention'd by the Doctor, is genuine, then 
the Cuſtam-hauſe Accounts for the Year 
1668-9, are undoubtedly ſpurious. . 
6 Beſides, it appears plainly, that the Merca- — 
tor, when he lirſt began to attack the Scheme, 1 
knew fo very little of the C:/tom-houfe e Eu 
counts in his Paper, No. 11. that he ac- 
knowledges, No. 2. that an Account of the 
Value of the Exports and Imports in the Port 
of London, between France and England, was 
really return'd from th Cu/tozm-houfe, as fol- 
e In 
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| J. 4 & 
« Imported from France, 
« from Michae/mas 1668 
« to Michaelmas 1669 541, 543 16 © 
« Exported — 108,699 4.0 


„ Ballance againſt England 432,844 12 © 


« The Difference between this Cu/tom-houſe 
Account, and that of the Inſpector-General, 
is ſo inconſiderable, that it may very eaſily 
be accounted for by a Slip of the Pen. But 
whether this in the Mercator, No. 2, or that 
of the Inſpector-General, is the right, for the 
Reaſons in my Correſpondent's Letter, the 
Aercator's Cuſtom-houſe Account in his No. 
11, muſt be wrong. 

C Another thing muſt be obſerv'd, That 
the Cuſtoms were farm'd in 1669 ; and I 
have feen an Account of the Liquors, and 
French Linens imported into the Port of 
London, and the Out-Ports, from Mrchact- 
mas 1667 to Michaelmas 1669, ſign'd by 
the Farmers, and the Officers of the Cu- 


floms, and which was produced before the 


laſt Houſe of Commons, where the Imports 
of thoſe Goods render the Account of the 
ſame Goods in the Scheme highly probable. 
And whether, at a time that the Cuſtoms 
were in farm, the Farmers and Officers of 
the Cuſtoms were more likely to be in the 
right, or the preſent Officers of the Cu/toms, 
at ſo great a Diſtance after, may be worth 
the Reader's while to conſider. 
« Laſtly, it is notorious, that the Scheme 
was brought into the Houſe of Commons 
before 


1 0 9 
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« before 1678, by that worthy Patriot, the 


« famous Mr. Sacheverell; and whether fo b-oug tt inte 


great a Man was likely to be impoſed on 
« by the Merchants, or whether the Mer- 
« chants could have any hopes to impoſe up- 
« on him, and the whole Parliament of Eng- 
« land, when the Matter of Fact was ſo freſh, 
« will deſerve the Reader's Conſideration. 

« My Correſpondent, therefore, might 
have ſome Suſpicion that the Merchants, 
« who had fubſcribed the Scheme, were im- 
e poſed on, when he came to ſee the Cu/tom- 
« houſe Account in Mercator, No. 11, be- 
« fore he had ſo throughly conſidered the 
« Matter, as he appears to have done in this 
« Letter. But for my own part I ſhall never 
« ſuſpect, that any Man's Integrity or Capa- 
« city ought to be call'd in queſtion for any 
« thing I ſhall find in the Mercator. I am,&c. 


My Correfpondent's Letter has quite de- 
ſtroy'd the chief Argument againſt the Old 
SCHEME. 

That SCHEME which made the Ballance 
againſt England upon her Trade with France, 
almoſt a Million Sterling per Ann. was conſi- 
der'd as a moſt formidable Adverſary of the 
Bill of Commerce ; and was therefore to be 
encounter*d by all forts of Weapons. 

Therefore in Mercator, No. 11. a Cuſtom- 


houſe Account is raiſed againſt it, by which 


our Woollen Manufactures exported from 
London to France, between Michaelmas 1668 
and Michaelmas 1669, which by the Old 


546 . 


SCHEME are valu'd at no more than 61,- 
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546 J. are ſo multiply'd, that they muſt a- C 

mount to 93,396 J. 5s. 64. And if this U 
Cuſtom-houſe Account is true, then without 
diſpute, the Makers of the Old SCHEME 9 
was miſtaken. tl 
Againſt this Cu/tom-houſe Account, the Letter WY . 
from K. K. has ſet up the Report of the Infpec- WR 1 
tor-General of the Cuſtoms, who upon Oath WI »; 

has deliver*d that Report to the Commiſſioners WY þ 


of the publick Accounts. According to that 
Report, our Woollen Goods exported that BY h 
Year, are valu'd at 68,521/. 17s. Theſe 4 h 


_ — 
— — — —— — 


Old 


might be the ſame Sorts and Quantities of tl 
Goods which are in the Old SCHEME, tho N 

higher valu'd by the Inſpector-General, who 
ö has no where been guilty of undervaluing the v 
| Goods we ſent to France: But they can by / 
no means be the Sorts and Quantities in the k 
[' Mercator's Cuſtom-houſe Account, which by 7 
the Valuations in the Old SCHEME, which he it 
[! thinks too low for Goods exported to France, N 
| muſt amount to 93,396/. 5 5. 6 d. t] 
Whom then ſhall we believe, the InſpeCtor- b 
| General who was upon his Oath, or the Mer- 0 
| cator's Cuſtom-houſe Account, which was hand- a 
ed into Parliament without any ſuch Solemni- a 
i ty ? It will be very well done of the Mercator, v 
* to decide this Controverſy between the Inſpec- le 
| tor-General, and his Account from the Cu- E 
flom-houſe. 0 
If any Credit is to be given to the Report a 
of the Inſpector-General, then the Ciſlom- t 
| horſe Account muſt be wrong: And if that tl 
| Account is wrong, then this mortal Stab, > 
as the Mercator calls it, is cured, then the t. 
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Old SCHEME is well again of this 
Wound. 

All the Fear I have had, was, that this Ar- 
gument of my Correſpondent would bring back 
the Mercator to the French Commerce; and that 
for a while, we ſhould remain without the fine 
Things he has promis'd us concerning the Spa- 
niſþ Trade and Treaty. But that Fear is over, 
he has given us great Hopes by his laſt, that his 
Correſpondent ſhall keep open all the Wounds 
he has given the Old SCHEME, while he 
himſelf is more uſcfully employ*d in defending 
the Spaniſh Treaty from the Attacks of our 
News-writers. 

His Correſpondent therefore is my new Ad- 
verſary, who in his very firſt Letter defends the 
Mercator ſor having ſaid that the Preamble of 
King Charles IPs Prohibition Act, was a vid 
Preamble to a wild Af of Parliament. He thinks 
it as lawful to ſay this, as, that many of the 
Members of that Parliament were Penſioners to 
the Court. For my own part, I think fo too; 
but yet, I believe it was never faid, that any 
of thoſe Members were retain'd by Penſions 
againſt France. The Penſioners, if there were 
any ſuch, were all in the French Intereft, and 
were very far from being the moſt forward Per- 
ſons for a Prohibition of the French Commerce. 
But they muſt either yield, or loſe their Penſi- 
ons; for the Country Part of our Legiſlators 
at that time would give no Money, but with 
the TACE of a Prohibition. Our Legiſlators 
then thought the French Commerce fo great a 
Nuſance to this Nation, that they gave Money 


to be without it: And without doubt, *tis now 
worth 


The Pen ſto- 
ners in 30 
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worth while for France to give a great deal to 
bring us into better Humour. 


But to return to the Old SCHEME, and 
wy Charge, „That I had once difown'd it, 


and am now repenting of that Sin; that [ 2 


value myſelf upon the Mercator's Confeſſion, 
« that the Scheme was 40 Years old, as if it 
« was the leſs a Cheat for being a Cheat of ſo 
« Jong ſtanding ; that I now know it to be 
« counterfeit, and yet put it off for true Mo- 
« ney; that I threw it by while it wanted Cre- 
« dit, but ſince it has been a ſucceſsful Cheat, 
« ſince it has cheated a Parliament, I am now 
« ready to imbrace it: as if a Highwayman, 
© who had robb'd for 40 Years, and had paſs'd 
« all that while for an honeſt Man, deſerv'd 
« ever the leſs to be hang*d. But he reſolves 
« to prove this Old SCHEME the erranteſt 
Cheat that ever was put upon a Nation, and 
« that I ſhall be aſham'd of it a ſecond time, or 
« be made a Shame myſelf to all the World.” 
And to give me a Sample of the bitter Things 
I am to expect in his future Letters, his Cor- 
reſpondent begins with the Title of the Scheme; 


which he charges with a Fraud: « It js call- 


« ed, fays he, A Scheme of the Trade, as it 
« 1s at preſent carried on between England and 
« France; whereas in the firſt place, all our 
Plantation Goods imported intoEngland, and 
« exported into France by Certificate, are 0- 
« mitted in it. This, ays he, is firſt making 
« the Title lye to the Nation, and then ma- 
« king the Scheme lye to the Title.“ 

But wherein is it that I have ever diſown'd 
the SCHEME ? Indeed I have ſaid that it was 


not 
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not a SCHEME of my making, and the Mer- 
cator himſelf has acquitted me of this Thing; 
he acknowledges that it was made above forty 


© Years ago, that it cheated a Parliament forty 
= Years ſince; then it could not be a Cheat of 
'1 my contriving. But I am charged with know- 

ing it to be counterfeit, and yet putting it off 


as true Money. But from whom have I known 
the Counterfeit ? From the Mercator / I am fo 
unfortunate as not to believe any thing becauſe 
he ſays it ; nay, fince I have undertaken him, 
he has told ſo many Untruths, that I am ready 
to believe the contrary of whatever he ſays to 
be true. I ſhall never believe any thing to be 
leſs a Cheat for its long ſtanding, if I can be 
once perſuaded that *tis a Cheat: but till I ſhall 
be convinc'd that the Old SCHEME was ſuch 
a Cheat, I cannot eaſily believe that it could 
impoſe upon a whole Parliament, eſpecially ſo 
wiſe a one as that of King Charles II, or that our 
Legiſlators then were ſeduc'd by it to make voila 
Preambles to wild Acts of Parliament; if yet it 
is true, that the Old SCHEME was the 3 
dation of that Act, for I have no Authority for 


it, but that of the Mercator and his Correſpon- 
dent, which is always to be ſuſpected. I be- 
lere the Old SCHEME will till live in ſpite 
= of the Mercator's mortal Stabs; but whatſoe- 
rer ſhall be its Fate, I make no doubt but our 
Legiſlators, as I have faid before, had very 
4 vs Reaſon for affirming, that our French 
Imports exhauſted our Treaſure, and _ the 
Value of our Native Commodities and 

turen. The Mercator has not yet prov'd that 
4 they were miſtaken in their Aſſertion; he has 


anuſac- 


written 
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written almoſt an hundred Papers to prove the 
French Trade heneficial, and promis'd it in 
his firſt, yet has never ſhewn a Ballance on the 
fide of England. The Cuſtom- houſe has been 
ranſack'd for this happy Year, yet neither ſince 
the Tariff of 1664, nor even before, when 
the Duties on our Goods were lighter than by 
the late Treaty, can ſuch a Year be found; 
let him but produce the Year, and I have 
done, I will then be aſhamed of the Cauſe J 
have undertaken, nay, I will own my Shame 
to all the World. | 

As for this Writer's quaint Obſervation, 
That the Title of the SCHEME profeſſes it 
to be a SCHEME of the Trade, as it was 
heretofore carried on between England and 
France, and yet all our Plantation-Goods that 
were re-exported are omitted, and therefore 


the Title is a LYE: 
To this I anſwer, The SCHEME ſeems 


only to be a SCHEME of the native Com- 


modities of both Kingdoms; and whether our 
Plantation Goods will be accounted ſuch, we 
ſhall be able to judge if ever the French are 
brought to an Explanation of the Doubts of 
the laſt Parliament. But whoever reads that 
SCH EME, and the Concluſion of it, will 
readily believe, that as many of our Imports of 
the Growth and Manufacture of France are o- 
mitted, as of our Exports of foreign Growth 
and Manufacture. But I would have the Mer- 
cator, or his Correſpondent, anſwer the Letter 
I have preſented him, and recover his Cu/tom- 
bauſe Account, if ' tis poſſible. 
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The Mercator has been often inſulting me 
with his Maxims : 


That Cheapneſs of Commodities increaſes The Merca- 
tor*s MD xims 


refuted, 


the Conſumption of them. And, 

That Dearneſs of Commoditics muſt needs 
hinder their Conſumption. 

From the firſt he argues, that ſince by the 
late Treaty of Commerce between us and 
France, the latter has obliged herſelf to lay no 
higher Duties upon our Goods than thoſe of 
the Tariff of 1664, we ſhall export more to 


that Country than we were ever able to do 


under the higher Duties of any ſubſequent Ta- 
riff, becauſe Cheapneſs of our Commodities in 
France muſt certainly cauſe an Increaſe of their 
Conſumption. 

But from the ſecond he argues, that ſince 
by that Treaty we are obliged to favour the 
Goods of France only as thoſe of the Nation 
the moſt favour'd; by which means the Du- 
ties upon French Goods will be a great deal 
higher than they were in the Year 1664, or 
in any ſubſequent Year ; it muſt needs follow, 
that we ſhall not import ſuch Quantities as we 
did under the lower Duties, becauſe Dearneſs 
of Commodities cannot chuſe but cauſe a De- 
creaſe of their Conſumption. "Theſe are the 
Mercator's Arguments to prove that we ſhall 
import leſs of the French Goods than we ever 
did before, and at the ſame time that we ſhall 
export more of our own than ever to that 
Nation. 

Now I have not taken up a Reſolution to 


quarrel with every thing the Mercator ſays: I 


am for keeping on the Prohibitions and high 
| Duties 
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their In. 
creaſe, 


Duties upon French Goods, becauſe we ſhall _— 
then ea the leſs Quantities, and becauſe 
Dearneſs of Commodities hinders their Con- 
ſumption. 
Chezpneſn The Mercator's Maxims therefore are very 
endDearneſs good, Quad hic & nunc, as they ſay, that is, 
8 — if they are reſtrained to Time and Place. For 
red. example, if the City of London had ſpent any An 
| certain Quantity of French Wines, Brandy, On 
Silk, Linen, and Paper, at a certain Price, R 
it is a violent Preſumption that if the Price had I 5. 
been doubled in the fame Year, the Conſump- the 
tion would have been leſs. And on the other 
hand, if the People of France at this time uſe 
any conſiderable Quantity of our Lead, Tin, 
and Woollen Manufactures at the preſent Prices, 
it cannot be doubted that a great Abatement 
of theſe Prices, by the Reduction of the Duties - 
in France, muſt increaſe their Conſumption, * 
and be the Cauſe of a greater Exportation. wr 
2 805 te But then theſe Rules, if applied to different a. 
8 of time Times, are not ſo very infallible. For exam- I 
ple, if thirty Years ago we ſpent a certain ſtor 
Quantity of French Goods at the current Prices 8 
of that Time, it cannot be concluded that we * 
ſhall not ſpend as much now at higher Prices, of! 
and under an Increaſe of Duties. And the 5 
Reaſon of this may be, that our Luxury may l Py 
be greater now than it was formerly, or that the 
by an Increaſe of Wealth our People may be * 
able to pay better Prices. 5 4 
High Duties But I would convince the Mercator even by WM © Be 
1 Matter of Fact. It appears by an Account Qu: 
nt binder return'd from the Cu/tom-houſe to the laſt Pa- 7 


liament, that the Wines imported from France 
into 


1) 
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into the Port of London for four Years, were 
as follow, that is to ſay, in the Year 

Tuns. Gal. 

1675 — 7495 88 

1676 — 9645 11 

1677 9789 80 

1678 TILT - 2 
The Medium of which was 8535 Tuns per 
Ann. The Cuſtoms then were 6/. 8 f. 1 4. 
On the 24th of June 1685, a Duty of 610. 
* 35. 1d. was added, that is, the Cuſtoms 
were almoſt doubled ; and immediately after, 
the Account for four Years, is as follows. 


Tuns. Gal. 
1686 12760 237 
1687 15518 97 
1688 14218 171 
1689 11109 92 


The Medium of which was annually 13,- 
401 Tuns. So that here the Cuſtoms were al- 
moſt doubled, and yet our Importations in- 
| creaſed in ſo prodigious a manner. 

* But I muſt acknowledge now, that the Cu- 
= ſtoms upon all Wines are above double what 
they were in the laſt mentioned Years; and ſo 
many other Countries as well as England, are 
= of late accuſtomed to drink Clarets, that the 
prime Coſts in France are very much increaſ- 
ed: it is not to be imagined therefore, that 
the open Importation of thoſe Wines can be 
2s great now as it was formerly. And the a- 
2 bovemention'd Account from the Cu/tom-houſe 


© ſhews, that for the laſt ſixteen Years and a 


/ Quarter, the Wines imported into the Port of 
: London from all Countries in the World, did 
| not 


French Cla- 
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not exceed 12491 Tuns, which was almoſt ; 
thouſand Tuns leſs than was imported in the 
laſt mentioned four Years from France only, 
and five or ſix thouſand Tuns leſs than was 
fairly imported in that time from all the World, 
But are there fewer Taverns now in Lond 
than heretofore ? Or does any Man think that 
the Conſumption is leſſened? And if it is not, 
then it is certain the Quantity muſt be made 
up by Wines that are clandeſtinely imported, 
and that our Luxury has increas'd with the | 
Prices. | 

But let it be admitted, that London now 
conſumes no more than 12500 Tuns per An, 
does any one believe that we ſhall import leß 
than 10000 Tuns of the Growth of France ? 
Have we not accuſtomed ourſelves to buy theſe 
Wines under almoſt double the Duties that are 
even now paid by thoſe of other Countries ! 
And will they not be univerſally preferr'd, it 
they ſhall pay no greater Duties than thoſe 0 
the Nations the moſt favour'd? Are we not 
infected as much as ever, with an Appetite to- 
wards every thing that is French? And if the 
Duties ſhall be reduced, is any other Wine ſo 
likely to be the common Draught of this Na- 
tion? And if this ſhould be the Caſe, the Price 
of Clarets in France has advanc'd ſo much of 
late Years, by the great Demand of them ove! 
all Europe, that in all probability we ſhall pa; We 
as much for 10,000 Tuns, as we did hereto- 
fore for 13,500. But if the Cuſtoms ſhall be 
reduced upon French Wines to an Equality 
with thoſe of Portugal, I can by no mean; 
yield, that 10,000 Tuns will be the who! 


Quantit 
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Quantity imported, either fairly or clande- 
ſtinely; I am afraid as many will be import- 
ed as ever. 

But ſhould I grant, that the Duties by the 
late Treaty of Commerce upon Wines and 
Brandies, ſhall be ſuch, that our Conſumption 
of them ſhall be leſſen'd, I am very ſure, this 
cannot be the Caſe of wrought Silks, of Li- 
nens, of Paper, or of their other Goods. The 
Increaſe of Duties upon their Linens, is very 
little more than a Half-penny for every Yard : 
And is this a Duty ſufficient to keep them 
out? We may expect therefore, that they 
will be pour'd in upon us, in ſuch Quantities, 
as to deſtroy all the new Looms we have ſet 
up in England, as well as in Ireland and North 
Britain, to the Ruin of above an hundred 
thouſand of our People. 

As for the Cuſtoms here upon moſt of the 
French Manufactures, which are to remain in 
force by the late Treaty ; they are generally 
ſuch, as with the whole Value of the Labour 
that is beſtow'd upon them in that Kingdom, 
are yet under the Price that is given for the like 
Manufactures made in England. I need not 
reſort to the French King's Reduction of the 
Price of Labour, by ſeveral former Alterations 
of his Coin in his Dominions : But *tis notori- 
ous, that his Subjects are ſubſiſted in a meaner 
manner, and live for leſs Wages than the la- 
bouring People of Great Britain. And then, 
can any one imagine that his Manufactures are 
not cheaper than our own? Or that we ſhall 
not buy the cheapeſt? It is not enough, there- 
fore, for the Mercator to tell us, that * 

neſs 
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neſs of Commodities cauſes a Decreaſe of their 
Conſumption : He ought alſo to ſhew us, that 
by the Duties which are to remain in force by 
the late Sus all the Manufactures we can 
import from France, will be ſo much dearer 

than our own, that our Merchants will be able 
to make very little Profit by importing; or o- 
therwiſe, whether for our 1 or Neceſſi- 
ties, they will ſtill continue to import upon us. 

Then for his other Maxim, that Cheapnes ÞÞ 
of Commodities muſt needs increaſe the Con- 
ſumption ; and that conſequently, by the Re- 
duCtion of the French Duties upon our Goods 
to the Tariff of 1664, we ſhall be enabled to 
ſend more of our Woollen Manufactures to 
France, than we did in 1685, it is nothing at 
all to his purpoſe. 

If we ſend any Manufactures to France, un- 
der the preſent high Duties; we have good 
reaſon to believe, that by taking off a Part of 
thoſe Duties, our Exportations may be increa- 
ſed: But has the Mercator any where prov'd, 
that we ſend any ManufaCtures to France, un- 
der the Preſſure of the preſent Duties? Our 
Exportations to Dunkirk or Marſeilles prove 
nothing like it. No Duties are paid in thoſe 
Places; and then, will our Exportations thi- 
ther prove, that they are carried farther into 
that Country ? 

Will our Exportations to France in 1685, 
and under the Duties of that time, prove that 
we can ſend any Goods now, under any Duties 
at all? Have the French been labouring ever 
fince at the Woollen Manufacture, and are 
they arriv'd at no Perfection? Have they ur 

ce 
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ced King Philip on the Spaniſh Throne, that 
they ſhould now buy Spaniſh Wool, or Spaniſh 
Cloth from England? Or muſt we buy Wool- 
len Manufactures from the Netherlands, be- 
cauſe we did heretofore in the Time of the 
Dukes of Burgundy ? 

Unleſs therefore the Mercator can apply his 
Maxims of Dearneſs and Cheapneſs of Com- 
modities to one and the ſame Year, they are 
by no means ſufficient to argue upon from the 
W paſt time to the preſent. 


The Entries for Flanders and the Straits are 
3 France. 

Curl oollen Manufafures cannot go to France, 

neither at preſent, nor by the late Treaty. 


And for what Reaſons. 
ELL: There is no End of the Mer- Ridicul u: 


4 

: cator's Exports to France; that's cer- b 
; 5 | - , the Goods 

* tain. Every thing that is enter'd at the Cuf- anterid for 


tom- Houſe for Flanders, or the Straits, is Car- Flanders or 
ry'd into France, beſides a World of Goods — 
that are ſent thither by the way of Holland. 1 

It is unhappy for him, that any Entries are 
made for the Eaft or W:/t-Indies, for Portu- 
gal or Muſcovy ; theſe Countries are either at 
too great a Diſtance, or too much out of his 
* 827; otherwiſe, we ſhould allo loſe thoſe 
| Trades; all the Goods we are able to ſend 
any where, wou'd be ſwallowed up by France; 
he would damn all the Cu/fom- Houſe Accounts, 
* and the Merchants for their falſe Entries to a- 
1 other Country. 

. E. But 
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But why are the Goods carried into Franc, 


that are enter'd out for Flanders and theStraits? 10 
Why? Becauſe it pleaſes the Mercator's Fan- ? 
cy; not that he has any one Reaſon, beſides 5 
his being hir'd to write for the Bill of Com- * 
merce, to induce him to be of that Opinion. 1 
No; whatſoever Reaſon there is, it is againſt fe 
him. 5 
To inſtance in our Woollen Manufactures, 5 
which is the Grand Article of our Exports, * 
the Staple Commodity of this Kingdom, 7 
Where wou'd any one believe that theſe are 
carry'd? To Countries that have not ſuffici ab 
ent of them for their own People; or to I} 
thoſe which, beſides having enough for their WF ur 
own People, are able alſo to ſupply their Neigh- WS +, 
bours? To Countries which receive them ir pe 
differently into every Port; or to thoſe which 
reſtrain the Importation of them to two or three ler 
Ports only, at the greateſt Diſtance from the Pe 
whole Body of their People? To Countries no 
which receive them with very eaſy Duties; 0 in 
to thoſe which load them with ſuch Duties a Wi 
amount to Prohibitions? And laſtly, to Cou- no 
tries which give our Merchants very little trou WW ſel 
ble upon the landing their ManufaQtures, or u th 
thoſe which ſubject them to very troubleſome WWF to 
Viſitations? To compare then the Caſe of I. du 
ly and Flanders; they have not ſufficient d cri 
their own Woollen ManufaCtures for their own fad 
People; they admit ours equally into ever) rat 
Port, they lay upon them very moderate Du- 
ties, and they give our Merchants no manne! of 
of trouble upon their landing theſe Manufac: M 
tures. In France every thing is the reverſe; Fl, 
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no want of our Woollen Manufacdlures; but 
three Ports where they are ſuffer'd to be im- 
ported; exceſſive Duties, and exceeding trou- 
bleſome Viſitations. This is the Condition of 
our Trade with that Nation, even by the late 
Treaty; but till that Treaty ſhall be made ef- 
feftual, our Condition is ſtill worſe: And 
then, can any Man entertain the leaſt Suf- 
picion, that the ManufaCtures which are en- 
ter'd out for Flanders or the Straits, are carried 
into France? 

I ſhall particularly conſider every one of the 
above-mention'd Circumſtances ; by that time, 
believe my Readers will be convinc'd, how 
unlikely it is, that any more of our Manufac- 
tures ſhou'd be carry'd into France, than ap- 
peat in the Cu/tom- Houſe Accounts. 

As for Italy, it never did abound withWool- 
len Manufactures: Both the Lands and the 
People of that Country have been employ'd a- 
nother way. Silk is their chief Employment, 
in which they excel. But the People there 
wear Woollen Cloths ; and ſince they have 
not enough of their own, they ſupply them- 
ſelves from France and Great Britain : And 
there is no great doubt but we ſhall continue 
to ſell our Share, unleſs, by any ill Con- 
duct of ours, we ſhould provoke them to in- 
creaſe their Duties upon our Woollen Manu- 
factures, which at preſent are very mode- 
rate, 

Flanders heretofore, in the time of theDukes 
of Burgundy, was the Seat of the Woollen 
Manufacture. We then ſold our Wool to the 
Flemings, and bought from them our Woollen 


E 2 Cloths 
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—_— Cloths. Since that time, by the coming in of 
Monufac. the Malloons, by wholeſome Laws, and by ap- 


tures from plying ourſelves to the Work in earneſt, we 


3 „ are arriv'd at Perfection. The Flemings are 


2 Lace and gone off to fine Lace and Linens, and we fel] 
Linen, them yearly a very great Value of Woollen 
Cloths ; and ſhall fill, perhaps, be able to do 
this, unleſs by any Provocation we force them 
upon Prohibitions. We have learn'd better, 
I hope, by our late unſucceſsful Attempts to 
The Poli. Prohibit the Flanders Laces, which made the 
bition of Flemings retaliate upon us, and leſſened our 
3 * Exportation of Woollen Manufactures to the 
e, Value of ſeveral hundred thouſand Pounds per 
Exports, ann. But without giving any of thoſe Pro- 
vocations, we have juſt reaſon to hope that 
our Exportations may be continued both to Ita- 

ly and Flanders. 
But can we hope to export any of ourW ool- 
len Manufactures into France? They have 
Wool of their own, and they can never want 
the fineſt fort from the Dominions of King 
Philip. They have followed it now for many 
Years with uncommon Application ; and for 
the Encouragement of their Artiſts, they have 
put as many Hardſhips as poſſible upon Foreign 
France ſup. Manufactures. They now not only ſupply 
plies Torky their own People, but Smyrna and Conſtantino- 
ber e, ple, with more fine Cloths than are ſent thither 
= from Great Britain: and even Italy, as I ob- 
ſerved before, is ſerved with the Woollen Ma- 
nufaCtures of France. And can we hope then 
to ſell any of theſe Goods to ſuch a Country ? 
Is it not juſtly to be preſumed, that the Wool- 


len Manufactures which are entered out for 
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Flanders and the Straits, are conſumed in Italy 
and Flanders ? Can any one believe, that any 
of them go to France? ; 
The next thing is the Ports. In Italy and 
Flanders our Woollen Manufactures are equal- 
ly received in every Port; but even by the late 
Treaty of Commerce, by which it is pretend- 
ed we are ſo very much favoured, they are ad- 
mitted only in Bourdeaux, Rouen, and St. Ja- 
lery. And does this look as if the French were 
in earneſt to receive our Woollen Manufac- 
tures ? 

The Cuſtoms and Duties upon them will 
ſoon determine where the greateſt Quantities 
are conſumed. They are very moderate in {- 
taly, they are not above 8 per Cent. in Flan- 
ders. In France they are prohibited at this 
time, and ſo indeed would be by the late I rea- 
ty, notwithſtanding the Reduction of them by 
that "Treaty. Woollen Cloths, every Piece 
of 25 Ells, that is, 31 Yards, are to pay by 
this kind Treaty, if ever it ſhould be made ef- 
fectual, according to the Tariff of 1699, Fifty 
hve Livres, Ten Sols, or 3 J. 35s. 4 d. that 
is, 2 5. and 8 d. for every Yard, or 20 per 
Cent. for Cloth of 135. and 4 d. per Yard, 
and almoſt 40 per Cent. for that of 7 5s. per 
Yard. And is any one fo fond as to believe 
that any will be carried into France by this 
Treaty? And much more is it poſſible to be- 
lieve that any is ſent thither now ? Or that our 
Woollen Manufactures which are entred out 
for Flanders and the Straits, are carried after- 
wards into France ? 


| Perhaps 
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The Tarif Perhaps the Mercator will imagine that they 
4 Bulp ſteal from Holland and Flanders into France 
Commerce, Without paying French Cuſtoms. There is not 

| the leaſt ground for this Imagination : But if 
they do, they will do fo ſtill ; they will rather 
bear paying the moderate Cuſtoms of Holland 
and Flanders, than from 20 to 40 per Cent. by 
the Tariff of 1699. For whatſoever the Mer- 
cator fancies concerning the Tariff of 1664, 
the former is to be the Tariff by the late Trea- 
ty for our Woollen Manufactures. And if this 
ſhould be the Caſe, there cannot be the leaſt 

reaſon for the Bill of Commerce. 
7 fratin One thing ſtill remains, and that is the Vi- 
„% d ſitation. We are ſure there is no ſuch thing in 
be Hdered. Italy or Flanders, but by the late Treaty of 
Commerce they are ſubject to a Viſitation; 
that is, they are to lie ſix or eight Months at 
the Cu/tom-houſe to be Moth- eaten, till the Pre- 
ſident of the Cuſtoms ſhall Have leave to be in 
perfect Health to make his Inſpection, and 
then, if he pleaſes, he may meaſure them over 
in the Rain and the Dirt, and make them 20 per 
Cent. worſe than they were before. With this 
and the extravagant Duties from 20 to 40 per 
Cent. we ſhall ſend a World of our Woollen 
ManufaQtures into France. Or it is wonder- 
ful likely that they ſhould rather go thither 
under theſe Hardſhips, than to /taly and Flar- 

ders. 

When I firſt read over the Treaty, I was a- 
ſtoniſhed at the Exception of our WoollenMa- 
nufacture in the gth Article; but I was till 
more aſtoniſhed at the Hardſhips in the Articles 
annexed, and dated a Month afterwards, Yet 
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can by no means wonder that the Mercator 
{hould think light of theſe Hardſhips, who has 
fallen foul upon the Portugal Treaty, which 
has taken off the Prohibition of our Woollen 
Manufactures in that Country, We are o- 
bliged however to the Miniſters, who, as they 
did not apprehend theſe Difficulties in the late 
Treaty, have reſerved them to the Parliament, 
which it is impoſſible ſhould be miſtaken. 

The following Letter from an unknown 
Hand, contains ſo many excellent and ſelt- 
evident Truths, that I reſolve to paſs it up- 
on my Readers, without any Comment of my 
OWN. 


To the Britiſh Merchant. 
8-1 K, 
6 HERE are none of her Majeſty's 
66 Subjects that are more obliged to thoſe 


* worthy Patriots, who laſt Seſſion of Parlia- 
© ment rejected the Bill of Commerce, than 
© thoſe concerned in the Woollen Manufac- 
tures : and ſince the Wealth and Proſperity 
of this Kingdom do in a great meaſure de- 
pend upon the Improvement thereof, and 
the profitable Trade carried on by the Ex- 
portation of the ſame ; there is no doubt, 
but that both the Manufactures and the 
Merchants will be always aſſiſted and en- 
couraged by our Legiſlators, in proſecuting 
*© ſo good a Work, and that tends ſo much 
to the publick Utility. 
„The Trade to thoſe Nations therefore, 
who conſume the greateſt Quantity of our 
E 4 Woollen 
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& Woollen Manufactures, muſt and will be 
«© moſt effectually promoted. 

«© And it is impoſſible, but that all thoſe, 
*© who wiſh well to this Kingdom, will effec- 
4 tually diſcountenance our Commerce with 
e every Country that excludes the Importati- 
on of our Woollen Manufactures, by im- 
e poling ſuch exorbitant Duties thereon, as 
amount to a Prohibition; eſpecially when it 
« is manifeſt, that ſuch Manufactures have 
been ſet up in oppoſition to ours, and that 
<< they not only ſupply themſelves therewith, 
«but interfere with us in our Trade to other 
Countries. 

I will therefore conclude, that our Com- 
«© merce with Ruſſia, the Eaſt Country, Ger- 
% maiy, Holland, Flanders, Portugal, the 
Straits, [taly and Turkey, with whom we 
traded during the late War, to the great 
«*« Benefit of this Nation, will be encouraged; 
and that due and proper Meaſures will be 
e purſued, for reſtoring our former Trafhck 


with Spain. 


fgRut it's not to be imagined, if ever the 
& French Trade ſhould be again under the 
Conſideration of a Britiſb Parliament, that 
<« they will permit the Subjects of his mot 
„ Chriſtian Majeſty to import their Manufac- 
«« tures into this Kingdom, to the vaſt Preju- 
dice (if not the utter Ruin) of our own, and 
cc to the great Diſcouragement of ſeveral of 
the aforeſaid Trades, unleſs we can import 
& our Woollen Manufactures and foreign 
« Goods into France, whereby we might re- 
ee pair at leaſt part of the Damage we ſhould 
in ſuch caſe ſuffer. „Our 
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«© Our Forefathers (it's certain) enjoyed Te ney 
« a great Trade with that Kingdom many — 
« Years, whilſt they paid eaſy and reaſonable Put ies is 
«© Duties, viz. 6 Livres for a Cloth, and 1 France. 
Livre for a Piece of Serge; then the Wool- 
len Manufactures exported thither, amoun- 
ted to a vaſt Sum. 
« But as their own Manufactures enereaſ- B.- 
ed, they gradully impoſed greater Cuſtoms | hor . 
«© on ours, whereby that Trade was ſenſibly Trade, 
e diſcouraged ; and no ſooner had the preſent 
« French King eſtabliſhed his Tariff in 1664, 
«© whereby we were oblig'd to pay 40 Livres 
« for Cuſtom of a Cloth, mix'd, or other- 
« wiſe, of 25 Ells, or 32 Yards (that is, on 
a Long Cloth of 42 Yards two thirds, 53 
Livres one third, which at 18 4. per Livre, 
«© amounts to 4 /.) and extravagant Duties on 
e all our other Woollen Wanufactures, but 
the Exportation thereof declined apace. 

And his Officers having ſince very fre- Re + — 
„ quently, tho* injuriouſly, detained the 0ffcers, ard 
Merchants Goods in the Cu/tom-houſe for /#rtber Ba- 
& ſeveral Months, before they could receive 3 K. 
« them, and afterwards by opening and ex- | 
«« poſing them, on purpoſe to diſcourage their 
% Importation, alſo by further increaſing his 
Duties, this great Trade dwindled to a 
« Trifle ; fo that during the laſt Peace which 
continued above 3 Years, all the Cloth ex- 
e ported to France is valued by the Inſpector- 
„General at no more that 24010 J. 9 5. 4d. Bu 24c001 
And altho* (according to the preſent Trea- % in 
* ty) thoſe Duties are leffened from what they — 3 


* were in 1687. yet we are ſtill to pay for Years, 
E 5 „ Cuſtom 
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« Cuſtom of a Cloth of 25 Ells, 55 Livres 
* inſtead of 40 Livres as aforeſaid, by the 
Tariff of 1664. N 
If this then be impartially conſidered, 
* how ſmall will the Exportation of our 
«© Cloth and other Woollen Goods be for the 
future? N 
The Enceu- It is therefore moſt certain, that his ſaid 
a e Wea. «© Majeſty has nothing more at heart, than to 
Gou: in encourage the Conſumption of his Woollen 
France, © Manufactures, and that he ſpares no Charge 
c to promote the ſame. | 
Lewis xiv'ss For Inſtance: In 1665, He ſettled Mr. 
Cre toefia- © Foſes Van Robay, a foreign Proteſtant, at 
— ebe "1. ** Abbeville in Picardy, and by Letters Patent 
wf&arcs. granted to him and his Workmen the free 
« Exerciſe of their Religion, and ſeveral o- 
ther very conſiderable Privileges, which 
«© their Families enjoy to this Day. This 
« Clothier fixed the Manufacture of all forts 
of òpaniſb Cloth in that City, and the King 
lent him by Agreement 2000 Livres for e- 
« very Loom he ſet up, until he had 40 
« Looms at work; ſo that he received 80,- 
„ 000 Livres. And at laſt it was found, he 
« had ſo well eſtabliſhed that Manufacture, 
that by degrees the Payment of the whole 
« was remitted. 
Ard imitate Again, that Monarch by an Arret of the 
4% Engliſh. 19th of October 1688, granted to Noel de 
% VLaremnes divers Immunities, to encourage 
& him to carry on the Manufacture of Drap 
« de Londres, (or Cloth made in Imitation of 
« what is ſent from London to Turky) in the 


Province of Languedoc. 3 
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« And afterwards that Province was oblig- 
« ed to furniſh the Sieur Magi and his Part- 


ners with 30,000 Livres, to carry on the 


« ſame Manufacture of Drap de Londres at 
« Clermont and Sette ; and they having volun- 
« tarily engaged themſelves to tranſport 2000 
Pieces of that Cloth to the Levant, by an 
Arret of the ſecond of October 1692, they 


OS. 
A A 


are permitted to carry the Goods they im- 


* 
* 


port from thence at Marſelia, by Tranſires 
&« from Lyons, into all Parts of that Kingdom 
(that is, without paying the- Duties, of par- 
ce ticular Provinces) nevertheleſs upon this 
expreſs Condition, that they export annual- 
ly 2000 Draps de Londres to the Levant. 


* 
- 
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In 1670, a Levant Company was eſta- 4 Levant 
& bliſhed in France, and the King both at Company in 


France, wwe 


that time and afterwards granted them ma- 


im 


ore at 


© ny Privileges ; and tho” it was ſome time fome Places 


& before their Trade flouriſhed, yet they now ” 


import at ſome of the principal Scales in 
& Turky, Cloth and Perpets, to a greater Va- 
clue than our Turky Merchants. 

« By theſe, and other proper Methods, 
„their Trade, and their Woollen Manufac- 
„ tures, have been eſtabliſhed in France, and 
they are now brought to a very great Perfec- 
tion. f 

Do not the People of that Kingdom, as 
well as we in Great Britain, generally wear 
„ Woollen Cloth, and Stuffs; and are not 
e thoſe worn there, of their own Manufac- 
ture? 

& Is it not acknowledged by all that have 
* hved in Italy, as well as in Turky, that they 

ſupply 


zreWWoaollen 
od then 


tbe Engliſh, 


FWVeoaltn 


Torn In 
Franct, as 
well as 13 
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brow rel * ſupply thoſe Countries with great Quantities 

4% Turky, of Woollen Manufactures; and did they not 

ard did vs formerly furniſh us with Stuffs and Druggets 
— 4 &« toa great Value ? 

pots. & Beſides, have not the Spaniards laid aſide 

Spaniards their old Habit, which was made of Engliþþ 

1 „ Bays, and are now clothed in French Stuffs ? 

esd of Eu- Oc. And can we be fo very unhappy as to 

gi B. imagine, there are but few Woollen Manu- 

„ factures in France? 

„ But the Mercator ſays, they are not fo 

« gocdas ours; and I muſt confeſs they gene- 

rally are not, eſpecially their ſuperfine Cloths: 

„ However, when it turns them to account, 

„they will make them very near as good as 

their Neighbours, and can fell them much 

cheaper. 

— imitate © Have we forgot, that our Drap de Berry, 

in fene . Serge de Nimes, and other Goods, took 

* Gods, ce their Names from their Manufactures ? But 

if they, or the Foreigners, with whom they 

(a — «. trade, demand and are pleaſe with a lighter 

M | ,.7 ,+r,4 and worſe made Cloth than ours, becauſe 

than for= © it's cheaper; are they not in the right to 

wack « oratify them? 

„Merchants and Manufacturers muſt en- 

&« deavour to comply with the Humours and 

&« Fancies of thoſe, to whom they vend their 

© Commodities, or elſe they will ſoon loſe 

& their Trade. 

he Vere. © The Venetians, ſome Years paſt, ſup- 

an C, © ply'd a great Part of Italy and the Levant 

an oy ec with their fine Cloth, which is an excel. 

asd bj, ** lent Manufacture: But, by being obliged 

Jp « by the Law of their Country, to keep up 

(4 tg 


vo "Ss way | 
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ee to their own Standard, have ſince in ſe- 
« yeral Places, loſt nine Parts in ten of that 


« Trade. h 
«© What is become of our noble Manufac- Our C/z:tbs 


« ture of Plunkets, Violets, and Blues, former- _ A 
«© Iymadein Salt? Are not theſe Sorts beat fore, 
<« out entirely, by a ſlighter and inferior Sort, 
e made in Gloucefterſhire ? And are not the 
« Cloths, even of this Country, which are 
© made for Exportation, of leſs Subſtance 
e than formerly? f 
Let our Saliſbury Clothiers anſwer, how — 
© many more ſuperfine Spaniſb Cloths did wenrs ours 
„they formerly ſell for Turiy, than at pre- * Turkx. 
« ſent: Or if the Twrky Merchants would 
„ confeſs, what is the Reaſon, that That 
„Part of their Trade is almoſt loſt; I am a- 
„ fraid it would be found, that the French 
fine Cloth prevents the Conſumption of ours; 
for it's obvious, by their preſent Exports, 
they are well enough inclin'd for the pub- 
lick Good, to promote, nay to force a 
Trade in the Levant, and yet they take off 
but little of this ſort of Cloth. 
« But in all Countries, how few are there, 
that buy the beſt Cloth, comparatively with 
*© thoſe that are forc'd to content themſelves 
*+ with the inferiour Sorts ? 
f the French then come to the ſame fo- 
© reign Markets with us, and have ſuch ſorts 
* of Cloth as we have, tho' they are really 
„ inferiour ; will not theirs be prejudicial to 
the Sale of ours? 
The Mercator may tell a Yorkſhire Clos 
* thier, that it's in vain for him to ſend 85 
cc his 
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ce his Cloth to London, to be diſpos'd of there; 
cc becauſe there are many better Sorts from the 
« J//eftern Parts, to be ſold every day in that 
© City: But he will never take his Advice, 
«© nor credit what he ſays, any more than you 


c« do. 


Wool. Goods cc 
ebeaper than * 


ellowing the ** 
Difference in cc 
theGoodneſs, 


& In ſhort, an inferior Commodity will al- 
ways affect the Price of a better, at the fame 
Market. - 

“ But, however ſome may deceive them- 
ſelves, or be deceived ; this is certain, The 
French work cheaper than we can ; I mean, 
they have much more Work done for a 
Shilling in Frauce, than we have here for 
the ſame Value ; and they ſell their Cloths, 
Perpets, &c. abroad, conſiderably cheaper 
than we can pretend to, with fair and juſt 
Allowances for the Difference of the Good- 
neſs of the Manufacture. And for the Truth 
hereof, I appeal to every unbiafled Mer- 
chant, that has lived abroad, where theirs 
and our Manufactures are ſold, 

«« Formerly, the Dutch were our Rivals in 
c theſe Manufactures ; but the French having 
£ been too hard for them, by almoſt ruining 
& their Trade in ſeveral foreign Markets, I 


cc muſt now aſſert that the French are become 


c our principal Rivals abroad; and Iwiſh, we 


cc find not the bad Effects thereof in a very 
6 few Years. 


< But this muſt be ſubmitted to: their In- 
« duſtry, and the Remrſſneſs of others in for- 


«© mer Times, has encreas'd their Woollen 
« Manufactures, and occaſions their ſupply- 


« ing ſeveral foreign Countries with thoſe 
„ Manu- 
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Manufactures which interfere with ours; 
the ill Conſequences whereof can never be 
prevented, but by encouraging the Expor- 
tation of the Woollen Manufactures to thoſe 
Countries who trade with us on the Square, 
and by promoting the Manufactures of Silk, 
and other unwrought Materials which are 
the Returns thereof. If this be but proſe- 
cuted, this Kingdom can never regret the 
Loſs of a deſtructive Trade with France ; but 
on the contrary, ſhall remember, not only 
our late Legiſlators, but thoſe alſo who paſ- 
ſed the Prohibition Act in the 30 Car. II. as 
Benefactors to their Country, and as ſuch, 


with the higheſt Honour, Gratitude and Re- 


ſpect. 

c Before this Stature was in force, the 
Wool of this Kingdom was a mere Drug, 
and the Clothiers, I am ſure, petition'd 
the Parliament ſeveral times, upon the ill 
State of their Trade: But in 3 Years af- 
ter, I find, Wool was advanced above 50 
per Cent. and ſuch a Trade (ſays a good Au- 
thor in 1681) there is for Woollen Manu- 
factures, as England never ſaw in any for- 
mer Age, 

« But that you may be fully convinc'd, 
that this Nation has enjoyed a prodigious 
Advantage ſince that Trade was prohibited, 
examine the following Account, which is 
taken from Dr. Davenant's Reports. 


Exported 


88 


An Acc.urt 
of the In- 
ereaſe of our 
Exports 
fince the 
Probibition 
AF, 30 
Car. IL 
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Exported from England in 
1662-3 


— 2,022,812 40 
— in 1668-9 2,003,274 19 0 


Total exported in thoſe two 

Years before the French 

Trade was prohibited — 4,086,087 3 0 
Exported — in 1699, 

when the Trade between 

France and England was re- 

ciprocally carried on upon 

the ſame high Duties as are 

now in force 


6,788, 166 17 6 


in 1703, 
when we had a War with 
Spain, and before the great 
Increale of the Portugal 
Trade 


6,044,103 © 0 


Total exported in theſe two 

Years ſince the French Trade 

was either prohibited, or 

carried on with high Duties 13, 432,269 17 6 
Deduct the firſt two Vears Ex- 

ports as above 
So that the Exports of theſe 

two Vears exceed the two 

Years Exports, when we 

had a free Trade with that 

Kingdom — 9,346,182 14 6 


4,086,087 3 0 


This, I muſt acknowledge, is a ſurpriſing 
Difference; but any Merchant, who will 
« throughly inform himſelf of the Trade that 
« was formerly, and is now carry'd on in 
% Great Britain, together with the Impor- 

c tance 


Lo! 
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« tance of our Silk and other ManufaCtures, 
« may account for it. I am, 


SIX, 


Dur Friend and $ ervant, 


London, Dec. 
21. 1713. 


N. 


The Heads I am now to diſcourſe upon 
are, ; 


1. Arguments to prove that there are Goods and 
Merchandizes which France may lawfully 
prohibit without any Violation of the late 

y Treaty. 

2. To explain the Meaning of the Words, 

WITH RESPECT TO IHE GOODS 

AND MERCHANDIZES OF 

GREAT BRITAIN, in the ninth Article 

of that Treaty. 

5 3. That the French King never intended to re- 

. peal his Prohibitions of foreign Goods im- 
ported from Great Britain. 

4. To ſhew that the Houſe of Commons doubt- 
ed that the IVards of the Treaty were not 
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i ſufficient to repeal Prohibitions of foreign 


Goods. 

5. That French Prohibitions of foreign Goods 
re-exported from England, are not repealed 
by the Treaty. 

6. That France may prohibit the Importation 
75 foreign Goods from Britain, without Vie- 

tion of the Treaty. 7. That 
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7. That Foreign Goods exported to France, 


were heretofore half our Exports to that 
Kingdom. | 


Beem „ e are many Goods and Merchan- 
oodswhich . A . : 
France may chandizes in Britain, which are prohi- 
probibit. bited in France by the Edits of his moſt Chri- 
ſtian Majeſty, or which are loaded with ſuch 
Duties as amount to Prohibitions, and which 
that Prince may {till continue to prohibit, or 
charge as he ſhall think fit, without any Breach 
of the late Treaty of Commerce. But has the 
Mercator ever had the Ingenuity to ackdowledge 
this in any one of all his Papers? No, his De- 
fign is, that his Readers ſhould believe that al 
Prohibitions are to be repeal'd, 
Again, there are other Goods and Merchan- 
dizes, which by expreſs Words in the lateTrez- 
ty are excepted out of the general Rule of pay: 
ing no higher Duties than thoſe of the Tarif 
of 1664. But how light is the Mention which 
the Mercator has made of theſe Exceptions! 
Not above once or twice in above an hundred 
of his Papers. : 
4 3 FhBut we are ſo often told by him of the Tarif 
as Tariff of of 1664, the eaſy Duties of that Tariff, and 
1664, of the Excellency of the Treaty, which has iſ 
brought us back to thoſe eaſy Duties, that the 
Gengality of his Readers run away with this 
Deluſion, that the above-mention'd Tariff 15 
to be the univerſal Rule, that France is oblig'd 
by the late Treaty to admit all ſorts of Goods 
from Great-Britain without any the leaſt Ex 
ception, and all under no higher Duties than 
thoſe of the above-mentioned Tariff. 7 
en 


The Trade with France. 91 
ce, then the next thing to be believ'd is, that | 
at Cheapneſs of Commodities is the Cauſe of 

FE increaſing their Conſumption, and that we 
hall make prodigious Exportations to that 
an- Kingdom. 
bi- My preſent Deſign is to take off this Delu- 
i- fon from his Readers: If any of them are fo 
ich weak as to believe that France is oblig'd to re- 
ich peal all her Prohibitions of all ſorts of Goods 
or which ſhall be exported hereafter from Great 
ich Britain, let them only read the late Treaty, 
the and they will be convinc'd of their Miſtake. 
ige In the ninth Article of that Treaty are the C9 «14 
e- following Words, Omneſq; Prohibitzones, Ta- 2 of 
al rife, Edicta, Declarationes, ſive Decreta poſt Great Bri- 
ariffam illam Anni 1664, & contra illam „. 
. 2UOAD BONAMERCES9QUE AHA N 


8 BRITANNIA in Gallia factæ, abrogabuntur. 
| The Engliſb Tranſlation is thus, And all Pro- 
hibitions, Tariffs, Edits, Declarations, or De- 
grees made in France ſince the ſaid Tariff of 
1664, and contrary thereunto, IN RESPECT 
TO THE GOODS AND MERCHANDLIL- 
ZES OF GREAT BRITAIN, Hall be Re- 
8 ad. Now I muſt aſk the Mercator or his 
W Readers here, what are the Prohibitions that 
are to be repealed by theſe Words? Certainly 
the Prohibitions only, AD BONA ME R- 
CES UE MAGNA BRITANNIEZ ; the 
Prohibitions only NH RESPECT TO 
THE GOODS AND MERCHANDIZES 
OF GREAT BRITAIN. And what are 
theſe ? Certainly they are the Prohibitions of 
the Goods and Merchandizes of Great Britain, 


and not of any other Country ; and therefore 
by 
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by the above-mention*'d Words, the Prohibi. 
tions only of the Goods and Merchandizes of 
this Country are to be repeal'd, and not thoſe 
of the Goods and Merchandizes of other N. 
tions. 

The Mercator will needs have it underſtood, 
that all Commodities of which our Merchant 
are poſſeſt, whether of the Growth and Ma- 
nufacture of Great Britain, or imported hi- 
ther from any foreign Nation, are properly 
ſpeaking of the Goods and Merchandizes of 
Great Britain. But what if France ſhould not 
be of his Opinion ? What if his moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty ſhould interpret the Manufactures of 
other Countries imported into Great Britain, 
or the Manufactures of Great Britain made or 
mixt with the Materials of foreign Countries, 
to be the Goods and Merchandizes of other 
Countries, and not of Great Britain? To 
whom ſhall ſhe appeal? Or who is it that hal 
decide the Difference between the ereatar 
and his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ? If there is the 
leaſt doubt of this, ought it not to be * 
clear'd before the Treaty ſhall be made ei 
fectual ? 

Notorious But his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty might very 
— juſtly urge, that the whole Article explains the 
the Treaty Goods and Merchandizes of Great Britain, to 
I. favour of be only the Product and Manufactures of the 
very Country, and not thoſe imported into 
Great Britain from other Countries. For 1n 
the former part of the ninth Article, the Laws 
to be repealed by us, are thoſe made in Great 
Britain ſince the Year 1664, for prohibiting Ui 
 biwum E GALLIA VENIENTIUM _ 
ere 
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Mercimoniorumgue Importationem, in the Tran- 
lation thus, The importation of any Goods and 
Merchandizes COMING FROM FRANCE. 
Now Bona MMercimoniaque E G ALL TA venien- 
tia, or Goods and Merchandizes COMING 
FROM FRANCE, are undoubtedly all the 
Goods that come from thence, whether the 
Goods of that, or any other Country. Why 
then are we to repeal all our Prohibitions of 
Goods and Merchandizes COMING FROM 
FRANCE, when France is only oblig'd to re- 
peal her Prohibitions OF THE GOODS 
AND MERCHANDIZES OF GREAT 
BRITAIN? Why are not the Terms of the 
Repeal the very ſame in both parts of the Ar- 
ticle? His moſt Chriftian Majeſty may ſay, 
that we, by the very Terms of this Article, 
are oblig' d to repeal our Prohibitions of all 
Goods that COME FROM FRANCE, whe- 
ther they are the Goods of France or of any o- 


ther Nation; whereas he is only oblig'd to re- 


peal his Prohibitions of the Goods and Mer- 
chandizes of Great Britain, and not the Goods 
and Merchandizes of other Countries which 
are exported FROM GREAT BRITAIN. 
Will the Mercator affirm that ſuch a Conſtruc- 
tion as this is a mere Chicane ? Or will his 


moſt Chriſtian Majeſty be ſatisfy*d if he ſhould? 


Certainly if he meant the ſame thing in both 
parts of the Article; if by Goods and Mer- 
chandizes of Great Britain he intended all thoſe 


Fexported from Great Britain, whether the Pro- 
duct and Manufacture of that, or any other 


Country ; he very well knew the Doubts of 
the 


— 2 mn — —— — — — — 
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the laſt Parliament, and he would have e, 
plain'd that to be his Meaning. 60 
But this whole Matter is admirably well di 
cuſſed in part of a Letter I have received fu 
one of my Correſpondents. << In another pla; << 
cc he, ſc. the Mercator, ſays, that as to te © 
c Trade of France, he will put it on this Iſu ©* 
cc that England is to enjoy all the Tarif voi << 
« 1664, in as full a manner as was then «Wl © 
“ joyed. I would readily agree with him i © 
C would be ſo, if there were no Exception 
« intheninth Article; and if as to the repel 
« ing Prohibitions. on both Sides, it had ben 
« ſaid FROM BRITTAN, as it is fail 
« FROM FRANCE, would not one thin 
ce that to avoid Diſpute, the Terms ſhould 
« the very ſame in both Places? Can ani 
« Man think that ſuch a Difference, in 
« correct a Thing as a Treaty, could be: 
Error of the Pen? Or ought it not ra 
<< to be believed that the thing was done wi 
<«« Deſign ? And that the Goods and Merchayf 
« dizes of Great Britain, meant ſomethug 
«© leſs than the Goods and Merchandizes a 
ported from Great Britain? 
Goods in- If his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty intended 
ported can «c put us fully on the Foot of 1664, and 
ror et ( all Prohibitions fince that time in his Ki 
exported to | 
France, dom ſhould be repealed, Why did he uy 
c explain himſelf in this Manner? He kn 
c this Difference was objected to the Treat 
6 in the laſt Parliament; there was time 
% nough during the Debates, to have had: 
&« Explanation. The French Deputies we 
& here, they were certainly prepared on ti 
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« Head, and they could not but know their 
« Maſter's Meaning. If he meant that no 


« more Goods from Great Britain ſhould be 
« prohibited in France than in 1664, this 
« Meaning would have been explained. Since 
« France was not pleaſed to do this, it is plain 
« that by repealing her Prohibitions of the 
« Goods and Merchandizes of Great Britain, 
cc ſhenever, intended to repeal thoſe of Fo- 
e reign Goods exported from Great Britain. 
The Houſe of Commons ſeemed doubt- 
de ful in this Matter, and therefore provided 
„ by their Bill of Commerce, that the Re- 
&© peal of the French Prohibitions ſhould ex- 
tend as well to Manufactures of Foreign 
Countries exported from Great Britain, as 
eto her proper Manufactures ; and made the 
«© Conſent of France to this Proviſo, a Condi- 
e tion, without which the Treaty could not 
«© be made effectual. Could the Houſe of 
*© Commons have ſuch 4 Doubt, and yet is the 
& thing ſo very clear in the Opinion of the 
« Mercator ? If France ſhould have explained 
“the Senſe of the Article to be as aſſerted by 
the Mercator, yet that very Explanation 
* had over-thrown his Aſſertion, and ſhewn 
that the Treaty had not put us upon the 
“Foot of 1664, with reſpect to Prohibi- 
tions. The very Explanation had ſhewn 
that the Treaty wanted one, ſo that the 
© Mercator's Aﬀertion had been ſtill falſe, that 
the Treaty had reſtored us to the Foot of 
** 1664, with reſpect to Prohibitions : it has 
not yet done, nor can do it, without an 
„ Explanation, 
cc My 


cc 


95 


The Tariff 
of 1664 as 


inſinuated, a 
Fallacy. 
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& My Correſpondent here has undoubtedly 
cc falſify'd the Aſſertion of the Mercator, but 
“that is the leaſt part of my Ambition; what 
66 I principally intend here is to ſhew, that the 
c late y_ of Commerce does not put us 
5 upon the Foot of 1664, with reſpect to 
& our French Trade. 

If the Goods and Merchandizes of Great 
Britain, are not ſo comprehenſive Words as 
the Goods and Merchandizes exported from 
Great Britain ; if the Commons in Parliament 
doubted that they did not fignify the ſame 
thing; if his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty was not { 


obliging as to ſatisfy their Doubt, and to ex- 


plain the Words to that Senſe ; then it is cer- 
tain, that by Goods and Merchandizes of 
Great Britain, he could mean nothing more 
than the Product and Manufactures of thisKing- 
dom, but not the Product and Manufactures 
of Foreign Countries imported thither, and 
afterwards re-exported. | | 
And if this was his Meaning, if the Treaty 
obliges him only to repeal his Prohibitions of 
the Product and Manufactures of Great Br: 
tain, and not of thoſe imported into Gren 
Britain from other Countries; and if there are 
no other Words than the above-mentioned, 
which diſable his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty from 
making new Prohibitions ; then it is certain, 
without any Violation of this Treaty, all the 
French Prohibitions of Foreign Goods remain 
{till in their full Force, and he may add % 
many more to them as he ſhall think fit. 
But there will be little need of his adding 
any new Prohibitions to the old, * 
an 
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and Turky Manuſactures are abſolutely prohi- 
bited in that Kingdom, whether imported by 
his own or the Subjects of other Nations. 
This appears by the Edict I have exhibited in 
my firſt Volume. All other Merchandize of 
Foreign Growth, or Manufacture, or made 
or mixed with Foreign Materials, are forbid 
to be imported by Engl; Merchants, by the 


„ia of 1701, of which I have exhibited an 
* Extract. And if this is not ſufficient, France 
ent s ſtill at liberty by this Treaty to prohibit all 
* other Foreign Goods; and whether ſhe may 
th not conſtrue our very Plantation Goods to be 
ox. ſuch, is a Matter worth explaining. 
Wy: Our Foreign Goods, and thoſe made or 
of WJ ixed with Foreign Materials, together with 


_ the Value of our whole Exports to France, be- 

tween Michaelmas 1685 and Michaelmas 1686, 
as appears by the Account: but if all theſe are 
now prohibited, or may be prohibited if France 
pleaſes, without any Violation of the late 
Treaty ; how then could the Mercator fay, that 
as to our Trade, we are put upon the foot of 
1664 ? How can this be, if the Treaty does 
not provide for the Repeal of Prohibitions of 
our Foreign Goods, or againſt the making any 
new ones ? 

Thus much for the Goods and Merchandi- 
zes which are not comprehended in the Trea- 
ty; but our Condition will appear to be {till 
worſe, with reſpect to thoſe that are excepted 
from it. | 
"ha er by the Friends of France, 

at England is to enjoy all the Tariff 0 

Vor, II. I uy 


a very few Plantation Goods, were almoſt half eig Me- 
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1664, in as full a manner as was then en. 
Joyed. | 
It is certain, that at that time we had liber. 
ty to export Foreign Goods to France, as wel 
as thoſe of our own Growth and Manufacture, 
and that too ſubject to no other Duties or Pro- 


the Year 1664, many Foreign Goods are ab- 


Nation. Many others of them, if exported 
into France by Enghſh Merchants, are charged 
in that Country with ſuch Duties as amount to 
Prohibitions. And none of theſe Prohibition 
or high Duties upon our Foreign Goods, are 
taken off by the late Treaty: So far from this 
that his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty may abſolute 
prohibit the Importation of all Foreign Good 
whatſoever from hence into his Kingdom, with 
out any Violation of that Treaty, as I hare 
ſhewn at large. If we could export Foreign 
Goods to France in 1664, ſubject only to the 
Duties of that Tariff, and are not enabled todo 
it now by our late Treaty of Commerce, hoy 
could any have the Confidence to aſſert, T hat 
England is to enjoy all the Tariff of 1664, in a 
full a manner as was then enjoyed? 

Our foreign Goods exported heretofore to 
France, as I have made appear, amounted in 
one Year to almoſt one half of our whole Ex 
ports to that Kingdom. How then can out 
Exportations be as large as ever, when hu 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty either has prohibr 
ted, or may if he pleaſes, prohibit one half d 


the whole, without any Violation of our lat 
Treaty ? 
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Our foreign Goods then are none of thoſe 77. God” 


which by the late Treaty are comprehended — 


within the Rule of the Tariff of 1664. But e. 

ſome alſo of our own Growth and Manufac- 

ture, are expreſly and by Name excepted out 

of that Rule, by the ninth Article of the late 

Treaty, particularly our Woollen Manufac- 

wy : The Lordi 
Strange! A Treaty of Commerce, by which ,,;, „t en 

our Woollen Manufactures, the ſtable Com- Wool-Sacks 

modity, the Life and Soul of this Nation, are , 


conſent to 


excepted out of the Number of Goods which bir Treaty, 


we are permitted to export to France ! And 
will the Lords in Parliament hereafter fit upon 
their WOOL-SAC KS? Will they ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be upbraided by their- very Seats, that 
a Treaty of Commerce has been made between 
France and England, and that our Woollen 
Manufactures were excepted out of the Goods 
allowed to be exported tothat Kingdom ? Cer- 
tainly they will never be conſenting to that 
N while there are any Wool-ſacks in their 
ouſe. 


Our Woollen Manufactures were uſually a- Our Hellen 


ormerly 


bove half the whole that we exported hereto- 2 belx 
And has any Man the r Exports 


fore to that Nation. 
Confidence to aſſert, That England is to enjoy ** Flauce. 
all the Tariff of 1664, in < a manner as was 
then enjoyed? Or that our Exportations ſhall be 
as large as ever, when above half the Value of 
thoſe of our native Manufactures are excepted 
by this very Treaty? 
Our foreign Goods which are not compre- 
hended within the Rule of the Tariff of 1664, 
and our Woollen ManufaQtures which are ex- 
F £ cepted 


7, 
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in a manner 
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the 
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cepted from it, were at leaſt three fourth Parts 
of the Value of the Goods and Merchandizes 
which we uſually exported heretofore to France, 
And how are our Exportations to be as large as 
ever, when of theſe three fourth Parts, little or 
nothing is to be exported ? 

By the Treaty of Commerce, as it was exe- 
cuted the thirty firſt day of March laſt, this was 
the Caſe of our Woollen Manufacture; France 
might either totally prohibit them, or load 
them with as high Duties as ſhe pleaſed. What- 
ſoever ſhe had done of this kind, had been very 
conſiſtent with that Treaty. 

Indeed, by ſubſequent Articles executed a 
Month after, ſhe has vouchſafed to give us 
the following Article for our Woollen Manu- 
facture, which was excepted by the aboye- 
mentioned Treaty. 


Second Article, 

4 Cloths, Ratines, and Serges, ſhall be 
6 likewiſe ſubje& to the Duties of the Ta- 
6 rift of 1699. and in order to facilitate the 
« Trade thereof, it ſhall be allowed to im- 
« port them by St. Valery upon the Somme, by 
« Rouen, and by Bourdeaux, where theſe 
«© Goods ſhall be ſubject to Viſitation, in the 
& ſame manner as thoſe which are made in the 
6 Kingdom.” 

A very extraordinary Favour this ! And e- 
very good Engliſhman ought to be as thankful 
to — for it, as if his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty 
had in expreſs words prohibited the Importation 
of thoſe Goods into his Country 


For 
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For firſt the Reader is to obſerve, that they 
are to be ſubject to a Viſitation ; that is, the 
Merchant abroad is not to take them from the 
Cuſtom-houſe, till the Preſident of the Cuſtoms 
in the place where they are landed is well e- 
nough, or at leiſure, to make his Inſpection ; 
and he may be indiſpoſed as long as the King 
will give him leave, till the Manufacture is 
quite moth-eaten, and good for nothing. And 
if with great Solicitation at Court, the Officer 
ſhall be directed to inſpect the Goods, he ſhall 
chuſe the open Air and a rainyDay for this pur- 
poſe, that they may be quite ſpoiled. Are we 
ſubject to any ſuch Viſitation in Holland, Ger- 
many, Italy, or Portugal? | 
Thenext thing is, that we have three Ports, 
St. Valery, Rouen, and Bourdeaux, to facilitate 
our Trade to that large Kingdom. That is juſt 
as if we were to permit the French to import 
their Wines only into Plymouth, Cheſter and 
Lever pool, to facilitate their Trade to this King- 
dom. To facilitate our Trade? I could not 
have imagined the many Victories we have ob- 
tained, ſhould have rendered us ſo much the 
Scorn of that Nation. 

The next thing to be obſerved is, that not 
one of theſe three Ports is in Britany, which 
was almoſt the only Place for taking off our 
Woollen Manufactures; either becauſe the 
People there were employed in others, or were 
at too great a diſtance from Picardy, and other 
places where the like are made. That Pro- 
Vince too was never accuſtomed to pay as high 
Duties as others Provinces of France. This I 
think was the Condition of its being annexed 


v1 by 


101 


We 3 Ports 
allowed us 


con i dered. 


Reaſons for 
reftraining 
ui to 3Porthe 


The Britiſh: Merchant. 

by ANNE of Bretagne to that Kingdom ; in- 
ſtead of Taxes they preſented thePrince with free 
Gifts. But now it ſeems: they muſt pay the 
Duties of the Tariff of 1699, ſince they are not 
to have the Manufactures but through other 
Provinces, where they have been already paid, 
And this ſeems to be a principal Reaſon of re- 
ſtraining us to three Ports, and none of thoſe 
in Britany. | 
- The laſt thing tobe conſidered is, the Duties 
to be paid by the Tariff of 1699, which and 
not thoſe of 1664, are to be the Duties by our 
late Treaty, For my own part, I believe we 
ſhould ſend very little of our Woollen Manu- 
factures to France, tho” ſhe had granted us this 
laſt Tariff entire, and without any manner of 
Exception. | 

It is not the ſame thing now as when that 
Tariff was made : the French were then in the 
Infancy of their Woollen Manufacture; they 
have been labouring at it ever ſince, and are 
now arrived at very great Perfection, and it 
is not therefore to be imagined, that ours 
can be kept out now by as ſmall Duties as 
heretofore, when they had very few of their 
own. | 

But becauſe we are harangu'd very often up- 
on the lowneſs of Duties to be paid hereafter in 
France by our Woollen Manufactures, and told 
that they are but about 10 per Cent. or the tenth 
part of their whole Value, the Reader will be 
convinced by the following Letter of my Cor- 
reſpondents, that the Duties are vaſtly beyond 
10 per Cent. by the Tariff of 1664, and 5 
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vaſtly more more by that of 1699, which is to- 
be the Rule by our laſt Treaty. 
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SIX, 


& OU not giving your Readers ſuch a 
J diſtin Account as they expected of 7 
ce the Cuſtom payable in France, on Woollen 
& Cloth made in Great Britain; we have ta- 
& ken the Liberty to tranſmit you the Particu- 
« lars of what was paid, according to the Ta- 
«. riff of 1664, and what is to be paid by the 
« Tariff of 1669, which laſt is the Rate fixed 
« by the late Treaty of Commerce with France, 


©« viz. 


By the Tariff of 1664. 


« 25 Ells, or 317 Yards of Broad Cloth, paid 
7 40 3 which at 18 4. per Livre, amounts 
"W105 

* 30 Ells, or 371 Yards of Sani Cloth, 
paid 70 Livres, at 18 d. per Livre, amounts 
I 


By the Tariff of 1669, which is the Tariff by 
which we are to pay by the Treaty, 


25 Ells, or 314 Yards of Broad Cloth, is to 13, pay 
* Pay 55 Livres, or 4 /. 25. 6 4. 8 

„ 30 Ells, or 375 Yards of Spaniſb Cloth, is pay to 
« to pay 100 Livres, or 7 J. 105. France. 

And whereas both you and the Mercator a- 
„ gree that a ſhort Cloth is to be valu'd at 8 7. 
and a long Cloth at 10/7, at a Medium; 

F. 4 there 
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* therefore, the Cuſtom of a ſhort Cloth, which 
* Contains about 312 Yards, 


664 paid 3/7. or 4377 
6! By the LOO 3 3/2 per C. ad 
10 ; 1669 pays 41. ; 

Tariff of 3 25.64, or 5772 Valorem. 
And a long Cloth, which contains at leaſt 413 


Yards, which is 3 Part more than 25 Ells, 
muſt conſequently pay, 


« By the "i 41. or We C. ad 


« Tariff of 1699 54.105, or 55 Valorem. 


A Spaniſh Cloth containing 37% Yards, by the 
Tariff of 1664, paid as aforeſaid 34 3 
that is, 2 5. 9 d. J per Yard. Which, 


« on a $5 per Yard, is 35 ner 8 
« Cloth of 


12 5s. per Yard, is 237 

164. per Yard, is 173 

By the Tariff of 1699, ſaid Cloth is to pay 7/. 
10s. that is, ne per Yard. Which, 


2 IR Tm per Yard, is 50 2 & a 


Valorem. 


FA 12 5. per Yard, is 337 
Cloth of 9 16, = Yeod, bs _ Valorem. 
&« Tf it ſhould be objected, that at preſent the 
« Livre of France is not worth 184, you will 
remember, that by the French King's late Edict, 
© or Arret, (a Tranſlation whereof is in the Daily 
Courant of the 6th of October 1714.) for re- 
* gulating the Diminution of his Coin, a French 
« Crown is to paſs after the 1ſt of June 1715, 
for three Livres ten Sols; and then the intrin- 
„ fick Value of a Livre will be rather more than 
« 184, We are 
| Your Humble Servants, 


A. B. C. 


« 1 


+ SONS OEM MEET IODINE > 


. e * 


3 


R 


* 
—— =f__T Io; 


I ² ˙̃ͤ NERO OE 


* — an. £4 9 Ro "5B n 


* Ly 1 


: 
; 


The Trade with France. 


J defire now the Mercator will inform us, 
what Quantities of our Woollen Cloths may 
be carry*'d into France, under theſe extrava- 
gant Duties of 1699 : Or how much our Ex- 
portations may be enlarg'd by the Increaſe of 
Duties by that Tariff ; or whether he will 
ſill affirm that we are now to enjoy the Ta- 
riff of 1664, in as full a manner as was then 


ene, d? 


The Treaty of Commerce with France will not 
increaſe our Exportations to that Coun- 
try; 

But will vaſtly leſſen thoſe to other Coun- 
tries. 

It can neither increaſe our Capital Stock of 
Gold and Silver ; 

Nor the Employment and Sul ſiſtince of our 
People ; - 

Nor the Value of zur Lands. 


I Would very gladly now be inform'd by a- 
ny Perſon, what we ſhall get by a Law for 
rendring effectual the eighth and ninth Articles 
of the Il'reuty of Commerce: Shall we enlarge 
our Exportations by means of ſuch a Law ? 
Will Gold and Silver flow in upon us more 
plentifully than they did before? Will our Peo- 
ple be better able to ſubſiſt themſelves by their 
own Labour? Will our Lands riſe in value, 
or our Rents be better paid? Theſe are the 
Rules, the only Rules, by which it is poſſible 
to ſtate and determine the Value of any partt- 

Fs cular 
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cular Trade, or of the univerſal Trade of the 
whole Nation. 


And firſt of all, ſhall we enlarge our Expor- 
tations? To what Country ſhall we export 


more Goods than we did before? Shall we ex- L. 


port more to the French Nation? Yes, fays 
the Mercator,. we are to have the Tariff of 
1664 in as full a manner as it was then enjoy'd; 
and he would therefore have us believe, that 
we ſhall export as many Goods as we did then, 
But I think I have fully prov'd that the Prohi- 
bitions and high Duties, which have been im- 
poſed in France ſince that Tariff, upon Foreign 
Goods exported from this Kingdom, are til 
in force : and his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty may 
add as many more to them as he pleaſes, with- 
out any Violation of our late Treaty. Foreign 
Goods are not intitled by the Treaty to the Be- 
nefit of that Tariff, they are in no better a 
Condition than they were before, they may be 
entirely prohibited if that Prince pleaſes : fo 
that the Treaty does by no means enable us to 
enlarge our Exportations with reſpec to foreign 
Goods. 

Others of our principal Goods and Mer- 
chandizes, and among thoſe, our Woollen 


ManufaCtures, are by expreſs words in the 


Treaty, excepted from the Rule of paying no 
greater Duties than by the Tariff of 1664. 80 
that all theſe excepted Goods, as they ſtand in 
the ninth Article, were left to his moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty's Direction to tax as he thought fit. 1 


muſt confeſs I was amaz'd, that in a Treaty of 


Commerce there ſhould be ſuch an Exception 
to our Woollen Manufactures. 
Indeed, 
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Indeed, by other Articles executed a Month 
after, inſtead of admitting thoſe excepted Goods, 
that Prince has been pleaſed to grant us a ſhew 
of admitting them, but into ſuch Ports only, 
and under ſuch Reſtrictions, upon ſuch Condi- 
tions, and paying ſuch exorbitant Duties, that 
nothing can more manifeſt his Deſign of ex- 
cluding them for ever from his Countries. I 
have already given an Inſtance of this, and 
ſhewn that this is plainly the Caſe of the Re- 
frictions and Duties upon our Woollen Manu- 


facture. | 
Our foreign Goods, our Corn, our Wook- 


than without the late Treaty of Commerce ; 


and the ſame thing may be faid of our Fiſh, 


The Treaty of Commerce will not enable us 
to make greater Exportations of theſe things to 
France, than we do at preſent. "Theſe have 
formerly been nine Parts in ten of the Value 


Trifle is all the reſt ? 
The Treaty of Commerce does not make 


go to France. And as for the inconſiderable 
Remainder, it conſiſts generally of ſuch Goods 
as France wants, and cannot have from any o- 
ther Country but ours, ſach as Lead, Tin, 
Oc. She had theſe Things from us, even dur- 
ing the laſt War, by the way of neutral Coun- 
tries; and ſhe muſt have them either thus, or 
directly from hence, at whativever Price. And 
ſhe will take no more of them than ſhe wants, 
tho? the Prices of them ſhould be reduced. She 
therefore 


len Cloths, are in no better Condition with, 


Sugar, and all our Woollen Manufactures. 


we exported to that Nation. And then what a 


way for any of the above-mentioned Goods to 


107 


108 The Britiſh Merchant. 


therefore puts them upon the Foot of the Ta- 
riff of 1664, not for our fakes but her own. 
So that I have anſwer'd the firſt Queſtion, the 
Treaty of Commerce will not enlarge our Ex- 


portations to France. 
Imports The next is, whether by means of this 


1 Treaty, they are like to be enlarged to other 
tur our Ex- Countries ? There is no diſpute, but that our 
Free,” Importations from France will be increaſed by 
tries (ef. it. If France is to pay no higher Duties than 
Ja, other Countries, and can produce as good or 
better Commodities, and is alſo nearer at hand, 
ſo that the Carriage will not coft ſo much ; 
there can be no queſtion but our Importations 

thence will be increaſed. 
But whether the Increaſe of our Importati- 


ons from France will be a Means to increaſe or 


leſſen our Exportations to other Countries, is 


a thing that ought to be conſidered. 

If we are to judge of future Time by the 
paſt and preſent, the Treaty of Commerce, 
and conſequently the Increaſe of our Importati- 
ons from France, muſt needs leſſen our Expor- 
tations to other Countries. 

I muſt again refer my Reader to the Ex- 
tract out of Dr. Davenant's Report, as fol- 
lows. 

Our Exports to all the World from Eng- 
nd. 


| J 4a K 
In 1662-3 were — 2,022,812 04 00 
In 1668-9 were —— — 2,063,274 19 00 
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In 1699, when the Trade be- 
tween France and England 
was reciprocally carried on 
upon the ſame high Duties 
as are now in force, 6,788,166 17 06 


In 1703, when we had a War 
with Spain, and before the 
great Increaſe of our Trade 
to Portugal, 6,644,103 00 oo 


Here the Reader is pleaſed to obſerve, that 
in1662, even before the Tariff of 1664, and 
when the Duties upon our Goods were a great 
deal leſs in France than by that Tariff, yet our 
Exports to all Parts of the World in that Year 
amounted to no more than Two Millions, 


Twenty two Thoufand, Eight Hundred and 


Twelve Pounds, Four Shillings. 

Again, in 1669, even after France had 
loaded us with the ſevere Tariff of 1667, yet 
our Exports to all the World amounted in 
1669, to two Millions, Sixty three Thouſand, 
two Hundred and Seventy four Pounds, nine- 
teen Shillings. 

The Difference between the two Years is 
inconſiderable ; fo that it ſeems the Caſe was 
much the fame, whether we pay low Duties 
or high Duties in France, our Exportations to 
all the World differed but a very little. 

Nay, we made the greater Exportations to 
all the World, even when France loaded our 
Goods with higher Duties. And yet without 


doubt, the Conſumption of our Manufactures 


Was leſſened in France in 1669, by thoſe high- 
er 
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er Duties; but then it is certain it muſt have 
increaſed in other Countries, 

In 1699, our Exports to all the World a- 
mounted to Six Millions, Seven Hundred and 
Eighty eight Thoufand, One Hundred and Six- 
ty {ix Pounds, Seventeen Shillings and Six- 
pence ; above three. timesas much as in either 
of the former Years. 

In 1703, our Exports to all the World were 
Six Millions, Six Hundred and Forty four 
Thouſand, One Hundred and three Pounds, 
that is almoſt as much as in 1699 ; but ſtil] above 
three times as much as in either of the former 
Years. 

The Duties in France upon our Goods in 
1699, were the very ſame as they are now, 
even before the Treaty of Commerce is made 
effectual; and yet our Exportations to all the 
World were above three times as great as in 
1662, even when we had a more eaſy Tariff 
than that of 1664. And yet it is certain, 
that in 1699, we could make no greater Ex- 
portations to France than we do now, be- 
cauſe the Duties in both Years were the very 
ſame. 

But whatever Exports we made to France in 
1699, it is certain we exported very little in 
1703, for in that Year we were at War, and 
our Goods and Merchandizes were all prohi- 
bited in that Kingdom. And notwithſtanding”. 
this, and tho” we had then alſo a War with 
Spain, and could ſend little or nothing to that 
Country, yet our Exports to all the World 
were almoſt as great as in 1699, and above 


three times as great as in 1662, when we 
3 were 
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were every where at Peace, and paid fo very 
eaſy Duties in the French Dominions. 

Now whatcan be the Reaſon that our whole 
Trade is ſo much better, when our Goods in 


France are either. prohibited, or loaded with: 


exceſſive Duties? It can be no other than that 
the French Goods here are either prohibited, or 
loaded with higher Duties than thoſe of other 
Countries, that we therefore chuſe to buy the 
Goods of other Countries ; and that theſe in 
return enlarge their Trade with us, and take 
off ſo many more of our Manufactures. 

But then if we ſhould increaſe our:Importa- 
tions from France, as we ſhall certainly do if 
the Treaty be made effectual, ſhall we not leſ- 
ſen our Importation of the like Goods from o- 
ther Countries? And will not theſe in return 
take off ſo much leſs of our Goods and Mer- 
chandizes? Eſpecially Portugal, which by 
her very Treaty buys our Woollen Manufac- 
tures, upon condition that we will buy her 

ines. 

The Reſult of all that has been faid, is, that 
our French Treaty of Commerce, far from in- 
creaſing our Exports to France, is like to leſſen 
thoſe to other Countries; and that our preſent 
annual Exports of the Value of Six Millions 
anda half, ſhall be reduced again to two Mil- 
lions, as they were before the Year 1664, and 
when he had a better Tariff than is granted us 
vy this Treaty. 

And if we ſhall export lefs Goods and Mer- 
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Cold and 


chandizes than we did before, will our Gold er. 


and Silver be increaſed ? Have we any Gold or 


vilver, but in exchange for our own Commo- 
Cities ? 


, 
| 
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dities? and ſhall we get more by exporting 
Commodities of the Value of two Millions, 
than by exporting the Value of ſix Millions and 
a half ? 

Sub / gence And then for the Imployment and Subſiſtence 
of cur Fee of our People, can it be conceived that greater 
ſs Numbers will be ſubſiſted by making Manu- 

factures for Exportation of the Value of two 
Millions, than above thrice as great a Value! 
Or rather, is it not certain, that as many Peo- 
ple muſt come to the Pariſh for Subſiſtence, 2 
are now maintained by their own Labour, for 
the difference of the two Sums, that is, for 
four Millions and a half ? 

Lards and And Laſtly, are our Lands likely to riſe in 
Rents, Value by theſe Means? are the Rents like to 

be better paid, when the Demands of ſo vaſt a 
part of our Product ſhall ceaſe in other Coun- 
tries, when ſo many of our own labouring Peo- 
ple thall be diſabled to buy either Cloths for 
their Backs or Meat for their Bellies ; when 
inſtead of doing this, they muſt be ſubſiſted at 
the Cott of our Landed Intereſt ? 

But if France muſt be gratify'd by ſuch 2 
Treaty of Commerce, I muſt conclade, 0 
Miſerable England 
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A Letter concerning the Manuſcript cited 
by the Inſpector-General, and the Re- 
port of the Commiſſieners of the Cu- 
ſtoms in defence of the old Scheme. 


To the Britiſh Merchant. 


SIX, 
60 OU ſuffer the Mercator, in ſeveral of 
ce his late Papers, to go triumphing on 


&« with his Anſwer to the Letter, written in 
e defence of the OLD SCHEME. And 
& ſince the Author of that excellent Letter 
&« has not yet thought fit to reply, I have pre- 
« ſumed to ſend you my own Thoughts upon 
« the Anſwer, which, if they ſhall not fully 
« ſatisfy your Readers, may at leaſt prepare 
them to expect from that Author ſuch a De- 
6 fence of the SCHEME, as ſhall never be 
s replied to by your Adverſary. 

elt is pity to abridge that excellent Letter, 
&« but if I ſhould not begin with the Subſtance 
« of it, I ſhall hardly make my ſelf intelligible 
& to your Readers. 

« The OLD SCHEME ſubſcribed by 
&« the moſt eminent of the French Merchants 
in 1674, gives the Parcels of the Woollen 
« ManufaCtures exported to France in 1668-9 
from the Port of London, with a Valuation 
of the Particulars, and makes the whole a- 
* mount to no more than 61,546 /. 

«© The Report from the Commiſſioners of 
* the Cuſtoms mentioned in the —_— 

o. 


— — —Eũ—ꝛ— —_— 


. —— — — —— 
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& No. II. which was laid before the laſt Par- 
c liament, and pretended to be taken from the 
« Entries, makes the Parcels of Woollen Ma- 
& nufactures exported in that Year, to be much 
greater than thoſe in the SCHEME ; ſo that 
& according to the Valuation of the Particu- 
& lars in the SCHEME, the whole Value ex- 
ported by the Report, muſt have been 9 
2396 J. 55. 6 4. 

“ From the difference of the Quantities 
in the SCHEME, and the Report of the 
% Commiſſioners, the Mercator argued that 
« the former muſt have been falſe, and gave 
&« this as one of his mortal Stabs to the 
« SCHEME. 

<< The Author of the abovementioned Let. 
ter ſign'd X. K. undertakes the Cure of this 
« Wound, and defends the SCHEME, not 
c by the Authority of the Inſpector-General of 
© the Cuſtoms, but by a Fact he has cited 
& from his Report, which was this, that the 
«© whole Woollen Manufactures exported 
<< that Year to France from the Port of Londin, 
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c which is 24874 J. 8 5. 64. ſhort of the 
4 Value exported, according to the Report d 
c the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, and but 
« a very inconſiderable Sum more than the I 

Value exported by the SCHEME. 
Hence the. Letter argues, that the Pa- 
& cels in the SCHEME, and the Inſpector 
« General's Report, might very well be th: I 
& ſame, tho” a little over-valued by the lat- 
< ter, but that the Parcels could not be th: 
«< ſame in the Report of the —— : 
cc 4 
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« ral, and that of the Commiſſioners of the 
« Cuſtoms, fince the Value of the latter is 
« 24,874 J. 8 5. 6 d. more than that of the 
e Inſpector-General. 

= < The Queſtion then is, which is more to 

« be believed, the Inſpector-General, or the 
« Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms ? 

« Not to mention here, that the former 

c was upon his Oath, he affirms, that he has 
« taken his Value from a Manuſcript remain 
&« ing in the Cy/ffom-houſe, which appeared to 
« him to have been an Authentick Copy of. 
« what had been offer'd heretofore to a H. 
4 of Commons; and this Manuſcript he af- 
« firms was all the Light he was able to gam 
« into the Tranſactions of paſt Times relating 
« to the Exports and Imports between France 
« and England. | 

«© The Inſpector-General made his Report 
“after the firſt Seſſion of the laſt Parliament; 
and if his Manuſcript was all the Light he 
was then able to gain into the Tranſactions 
of the above-mentioned Vear, it is plain 
* there could not be any of thoſe Entries at 
the Cuſtom- houſe, from whence the Com- 
© miſſioners of the Cuſtoms have made a Re- 
port of the Exports of our Woollen Manu- 
& factures ſo different from thoſe of that Ma- 
V nuſcript. Whence the Letter very juſtly 
argues, That the Manuſcript muſt have 
* been the right, and the Commiſſioners Re- 
port a wrong Account of the Exports of 
tc that Year. 

And hence it will follow, that the Ma- 
** nuſcript and the SCHEME, which may 
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% very well agree in the Quantities of our 
Exports, tho* they differ a little in the Va- 
4 luations, may be the ſame thing; and that 


the SCHEME is a more authentick Ac- 
count, and much more to be depended on, 
than the Report of the Commiſſioners of the 
Cuſtoms. | 

& Now to this what Anſwer has the Mer- 
cator yet given? Why, he ſays, No. 96. 
that the InſpeCtor-General ſays of the 
SCHEME, that it was malicioufly made ut 
of by ſome that had a mind to defame and di- 
fturb the Government, but that the Trade to 
France was a beneficial Trade to this Na- 
tion. In No. 97. That Schemes have 
been heretofore laid before the Parliament, 
which to enhance the Over-Ballance of the 
French Trade againſt England, have valued 
their Wines at 36 J. per Tun, and Brandis 
at 45 J. per Tun; when according to the 
Judgment of experienced Merchants, they 
were not worth above 8 or 9 J. per Tun. 
Andin 98, That the great Coinage of Gold 
and Silver in the Mint, from 1650 to 1688, 
is a Demonſtration, that we could not loſe 
a Million Sterling per Ann. by the French 
Trade, ſince our Trade to Spain was never 
able to repay ſuch a Sum. And from hence 
the Mercator concludes, that the OLD 
SCHEME is condemn'd, and the French 
Trade prov'd to be beneficial, by the Au- 
thority of the Inſpector-General, a Witneſs 
of your own calling. 

I cannot but obſerve here in the firſ 
Place, that the Inſpector-General is not - 

« t 
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« ted in the above-mentioned Letter as a Wit- 
« neſs for the Old SCHEME, or againſt the 
« French Trade, for ſake of his Opinion or 
« Authority, but for the Evidence of a Fact, 
« of which he could not have ſufficient Know- 
« ledge, and which is inconſiſtent with the 
« Report of the Commiſſioners of the Cu- 


% ftoms, and an Anſwer to one of the Merca- 


« tor's chief Arguments againſt the OLD 


« SCHEME. 
« He may be a good Witneſs of a Fact, yet 


« another Man's. For example, in Pag. 46. 
&« of his Report, he ſays, that in the Year 


1662, our Imports from all the World ex- 


« ceeded our Exports 1,993,207 l. 145. And 
ein the Year 1668, our Imports exceeded our 
“ Exports 2, 132, 864 J. 18 5. Now he is very 
e likely to be a good Witneſs of theſe Facts, 
& becauſe he is Inſpector- General; but then 
« he goes on to ſay, that in thoſe Years no 
„Man in his right Senſes will deny that we 
carried on a profitable Traffick. This is 
& his Opinion. But I muſt affirm, that ſuch 
a profitable Traffick for many Years to- 
« gether, muſt have been the Ruin of this 
“Nation. 

The Witneſs you have called was not 
Dr. Davenant the Inſpector-General, but 
the Manuſcript cited in his Report; and 
* has the Mercator any where deſtroyed the 
Validity of that Manuſcript ? Yet as long 


das that ſhall be right, the Report of the 


* Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms muſt be 
é wrong. 
« But 


« for his Opinion, it may be no better than 
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But for the OLD SCHEME's being 
cc made or uſed to defame the Government, 
„ what Witneſs has the Dr. for any ſuch 
<6 thing? By what Argument has he proved 
c the French Trade to be beneficial to this 
<6 Nation? As for the Valuation of Wines 
&« at 36 J. or Brandies at 45 J. per Tun, it is 
& not the Valuation of the SCHEME, But 
& he or the Mercator are defired to produce 
« the Authority or Invoices of Merchants 
& for the Valuation of 8 or 9 J. per Tun, 
“ And laſtly, as for the Coinage in the Mint, 
© we might very well loſe a Million yearly by 
& our Trade to France, and yet regain not 
« only that Sum, but alſo enough to ſuppl 
& our Mint, from Spain and other Countries: 
© but this does by no means prove that the 
&«& French Trade was beneficial, that the OLD 
« SCHEME was falſe, or the Doctor's 
« Manuſcript to be wrong, or the Report of 
< the Commiſſioners to be right, I am, 


SIR, 


YouRs, 


An Edict of the French King's concerning Bay: 
and Perpetuanas. 
Some Obſervations concerning that Editt. 


AN Arret or Edict of his moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty's Council, taken from a Book 
lately publiſh'd in Engliſh, entituled, 7h 
French Book of Rates, pag. 403. with ſome 


Obſervations of my own upon that r , 
| 1 
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Arret of the King's Council, ordaining that the 
Stuffs called Bays, Perpetuanas, Cc. of the 
Manufatture which are ſent to Italy, Shall pay 
but 30 Sols per 100 Weight. 


October 23. 1703- 
cc 6 & HE King having by Arret of Coun- 
60 cil of the 14th of Fuly laſt, for the 


<« Reaſons there explained, regulated the Du- „ under ſell 
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Arr et ens 
couraging 
the French 


« ties upon the Exportation of Stuffs called «wr Manu- 
« Bays, Perpetuanas, &c. which are ſent in- faetares is 


« to Italy any way whatſoever, at 10 Sols per 
« 100; and his Majeſty being informed that 
ce there is a very conſiderable Quantity of the 
&« ſaid Goods conſumed in 1taly of the Manu- 
“ facture of England, and that it will be very 
„ advantageous to the Manufactures of the 
Kingdom to fix the Duties of Exportation, 
&« ſo as that the Merchants may be able + 
Italy with the ſaid —_— at the ſame Price as 
„ the Manufatturers of England do; WHICH 
« HIS MAJESTY BEING WILLING 
«© TO GRANT, and to encourage A 
* TRADE WHICH IS SO ADVANTA- 
«© GEOUS TO HIS SUBJECTS ; has 
*© therefore ORDAINED, and does hereby 
* ORDAIN, That the ſaid Stuffs calledBays, 
&« Perpetuanas, &c. of the Manufactures of 
* this Kingdom, which are ſent into Italy by 
* any way whatſoever, ſhall pay but 30 Sols 
* per 100 Weight, inſtead of all the Duties 
* which they uſed to pay; and the ſaid Stuffs 
* ſhall be exempted and diſcharged from pay- 
ing the Duties of the Cu/tom- Houſe of _— 
2) 


Italy, 


f 

| 

j 

" 
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& and the Duties of the Cu/tom-houſe of Ja. 

66 lence, and the Cuſtoms of Bayonne, and 
ce from all other Duties, as Octrois, Peages, 
& and Paſſages, which were levied to his Ma- 
cc jeſty's Uſe, or the Uſe of particular Lords, 
&« Cities, and Communities, as well for their 
cc Importation and Paſſage, as for their Ex- 
c portation out of the Provinces of the King- 
C dom by or Water, without Prejudice never- 
ce theleſs to the Tranſire granted upon the 
6 Merchandizes ſold in the Fairs of Lym, 
& Bourdeaux, and Troyes; his Majeſty forbid- 
ding the Farmer to levy any higher Duties 
c upon the ſaid Stuffs, upon Pain of reſtoring 
double, and all Charges, Damages, and ln- 
<< tereſts. 
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Done at Fountainbleau, Odi. 2 3. 1703. 
Signed, 


PHILIPPEAUX, 


The Mercator has been ſo eloquent upon the 
Dogs-hair, Broad Cloth, the Unſhorn Dozens, 
the Cabbage-Net Bays, and other ſorry Wool 
len ManufaQtures of the French Nation, 
that I was almoſt tempted to believe there 
were no Sheep in France, or that their Sheep 
did not bear Fleeces, or that the People did not 
know how to work upon the Wool; ſo that, 
let the Duties be ever ſo high in the Country, 
yet they would be obliged to buy our Woollen 
ManufaQtures. But of all things in the World 
I ſhould not have ſuſpected that they would pre. 


tend 
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tend to vie with us in other Markets, that 
they could have the leaſt hopes of carrying 
their Bays or Perpetuanas with any Succeſs in- 
to Italy, or that any of them could be ſold 
there in the preſence of the Engliſb Manufac- 


tures. 
I was perfectly amaz'd when I came to read A 
over the above Edict of his moſt Chriſtian Ma- 7, t:aiy wo 
jeſty. What! the Merchants of France re- we, de a 
preſent to their Prince, that they ſhould be a- — rs ang: 
ble to ſell Bays and Perpetuanas in Italy at as 
low a Price as the Engliſb Manufacturers? And 
this too without taking off the whole Duties of 
Exportation ? nay, tho' 30 Sols per 100 Weight 
ſhould be Kill left upon theſe exported Manu- 
faCtures ? 
All the Duties of Exportation upon our 
Woollen Goods were taken off long before 
this Edict, and yet are we not able to ſell our 
Bays and Perpetuanas, tho' all the Duties are 
taken off, cheaper than the French Merchants, 
tho* a Duty of 30 Sols per 100 Weight 1s {till 
left upon them. This was all the French Mor- 
chants defired to enable them to cope with 
Enzland in the Italian Markets, and the 
10mg has granted what was deſired by his Sub- 
jects. 
If their Bays and Perpetuanas are as cheap with 
a Duty of 30 Sols per 100 Weight, as ours 
at, without any Duty at all, what if his moſt Chri- 
ſtian Majeſty ſhould remit even theſe 30 Sols? 
len Why then we ſhall not be able to export either 
Id Bays or Perpetuanas to the ſame Market, with- ( 
re- out giving a Bounty at Exportation, as we do 
in the Caſe of Corn, (| 
Vor. II. G The | 
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The King acknowledges, that the Trade 
of ſending their own Bays and Perpetuanas to 
Htaly, even when this Edi& was made, was 
already advantageous to his Subjects. What 
then muſt we think was the Conſequence of 
this Edict, and the diſcharging all thoſe burden- 
ſome Octrois, Peages, and Paſſages, beſides 
the Port Duties, and reducing the whole to 30 
Sols per 100 Weight, not above one goth Part 
of their whole Value ? There is no doubt but 
their Exportations to /taly, if they were be- 
fore ſo very advantageous to the French Nati- 
on, muſt needs be very much increaſed. 

It is in vain for-the Mercator to talk as he 
often does, of the Quality of our Engliſh Ma- 
nufactures, and their being fo very preferable 
to thoſe of France : It the latter can be ſold as 
cheap, it is plain that the Quality, as well s 
Quantity, is conſidered by the Buyer. 

He often calls the Woollen Manufacture our 
Manufacture, our own Manufacture, the E- 
liſß Manufacture, as if Wool was not the 
Growth of any other Country, or as if. the 
People of other Countries did not know how 
to work it up: And in a late Treatiſe, has in- 
ſiſted very largely upon the inimitable Spinners 
of England. Ihis Edict is a full Confutation 
of theſe fine Doctrines; they have Wool in 
France, they have Spinners in France; fo that 
beſides ſupplying their own Country, they are 
able to vie with us in Foreign Markets. 

Another thing is remarkable, which is, that 
this Edict of 1703, is particularly levelled a- 
cainſt England. It was made on purpoſe, that 
the French might be able to ſell their TIM 

anu- 
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rade Manufactures as cheap as the Engliſb can ſell 
* theirs in Italy And if they can ſell as cheap in 


ltaly, will they not be able to ſell as cheap in 


Vhat every other Country? If France is able to ſell 
Pi of their Woollen Manufactures as cheap as we to 
roi Foreign Countries, can we hope to fell any of 
ſides 


ours to France, under the extravagant Duties 


p37 of the Tariff of 1699, which are to be the 
| a Duties by our late Treaty ? If France had 
| A granted us the Tariff of 1664, for our Wool- 
 be- - 


len Manufactures, which are exorbitant e- 
nough ; nay, if ſhe had granted us the Liberty 
of importing our Woollen Manufactures free 
of all manner of Duties, yet we could not ſend 
any to that Country. Their making theſe 
Manufactures fo very cheap, that even with a 
Duty of Exportation they can be fold at the 
ſame Market with ours, is a Demonſtration 
that they can make them cheaper for the Uſe 


; of their own People, and that we are not able 
o 3 to ſend an Ounce of manufactured Wool to 
- France. 

e 


The Mercator's Objection here will be, 
That we have formerly ſent conſiderable Quan- 
tities into France, under higher Duties than 
thoſe of the Tariff of 1664, as appears by the 
Exports of 1685, which have been printed. 

All this is very true, but all this is no Argu- 
ment that we ſhall be able to do the ſame thing 
now, Their Woollen Manufacture was then 
but in its Infancy, they have been labouring 
at it ever ſince, and 30 Years may well be 
thought a ſufficient time to advance into very 
great Perfection. And his moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
jeſty has contributed very much to this Perfec- 
2 tion, 
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tion, by prohibiting or loading with high Dy. 
ties, all Foreign Manufactures, and even by 
leflening the Duties upon thoſe of his own Sub- 
jects, as appears by the Edict which TI have 


juſt now recited. Such Encouragements from 


the Prince, and ſo great a Length of Time, 
cannot chuſe but be ſufficient to make them 
Artiſts; and they have all neceſſary Mate- 
rials for the Manufacture of the Growth of 
their own Country, or from the Dominions 
of King Philip, the Grandſon of his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty. 

We bought heretofore our Woollen Cloths 
from the Flemings; Time and Application 
have brought us ſince to as great Perfection in 
this ManufaCture as any People in the World, 
And ſhould we buy any Woollen Cloths from 
Flanders now, if we were to admit them clear 
of Duties? There is as little Reaſon to believe 
that we can ſell either Bays or Perpetuanas to 
the French Nation. But the EdiCt of 1703, 
is a Demonſtration that they are able to vie 
with us at other Markets, and are therefore 
certainly able to underſell us at their own. 


mn ei. . 
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The Intereſt of Merchants ought not to be 
confidered in Treaties of Commerce ſo much 
as that of the Landbolders and Manufac- 
tures. 

Merchants may enrich themſelves by impove- 
riſhing their Country. 

We are not enabled to export any Fiſh ts France 
by our late Treaty. 


HO? in oppoſition to the Mercator] ſet 
out with the Title of Britiſ Merchant, 
yet the Intereſt of the Merchants is the thing 
that I have leaſt of all conſidered in my Re- 
flections upon the late Treaty of Commerce, 
or upon the Bill for rendring that Treaty ef- 
fectual. 

The Merchant may have a diſtinct Intereſt 
from that of his Country, he may thrive by a 
Trade which ſhall prove her Ruin ; for example, 
Suppoſe a hundred French \1crchants were to ex- 
port annually the Value of a Million Sterling in 
Bullion for French Wines, Brandy, Linens, Silk, 
Paper, and other ManufaQtures of that Nation, 
all for the Conſumption of this Kingdom ; or, 
which is the fame thing, ſuppoſe they ſhould 
pay for ſuch a Value of Goods by Bills of Ex- 
change, by which the Receipt of ſo great a Bal- 
lance from other Countries would be preven- 
ted ; it cannot be deny*d that ſuch a Trade as 
this would be very ruinous, that it muſt exhau/? 
eur Treaſures, and leſſen the Value of our native 
Commodities and — And yet even 
by ſuch a Trade the Merchants themſelves may 
grow very rich, they may fell the Manufac- 
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tures they import for a hundred thouſand 
Pounds more than they coft, they may ſhare 
this hundred thouſand Pounds among them- 
ſelves : but from whom do they gain this Sum! 
Not from France, but from their own Coun- 
trymen, who buy their Goods ; let their Gain 
be what it will, yet ſtill, by this Suppoſition, 
Britain loſes a Million yearly to the French Na- 
tion, and their Manufactures of fo great a Va- 
lue are imported here, and ſold at the fame 
Markets with our own ; which cannot chuſe 
but diminiſh to the like Value the Product 
of our own Lands, and the Manufactures of 
our own People. For this Reaſon I have ne- 
ver had the leaſt regard to the Intereſt of the 
Merchants, unleſs that Intereſt of theirs ſhall 
be alſo conſiſtent with the Intereſt of the King- 
dom, 

The Caſe will be the fame in a greater or 
leſs degree, as the Quantities of Bullion ex- 
ported, or the Sums remitted abroad, are 
greater or leſs, and as the Manufactures im- 
ported for our own Conſumption are more 0r 
leſs. The Nation in every ſuch Caſe, loſes 
all the Ballance that is paid abroad, The Mer 
chants who export the Bullion, or remit the 
Money, may perhaps gain the tenth part of 
that Sum ; but they do not pain it from the 
Country with which they trade in this manner, 
Their whole Gain is ſhuMed to them out of the 
Pockets of their own Countrymen, from the 
Landholders and the Labourers ; and theſe in 
the mean while loſe perhaps ten times as great 
a Value of their Product and Manufactures, 
by the Payment of ſo great a Ballance to a fo- 
reign Nation, Our 


3 ke. 8 — — 
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Our Legiſlators therefore have had the Wiſ⸗ 


dom in every Age to guard the Nation from ff che. 
this detrimental Gain of the Merchants. The % by Re-exa 
many Prohibitions, and high Duties laid upon Portalen. 


Eaſi-India Manufactures, are ſo many Eviden- 
ces of this Matter. There can be no doubt 
but our Merchants have gain'd incredible Sums 
heretofore for themſelves, by ſending out our 
Bullion to the ZEaſt-Indies, and by returning 
ſuch Manufactures thence as were thought to 
interfere with thoſe of our own Nation. But the 
particular Gain of thoſe Merchants was no Invi- 
tation to our Legiſlators to let them go on, and 
therefore from time to time they made Laws to 
leſſen the Conſumption of Eaſt- India Manufac- 
tures in this Kingdom; ſome they totally prohi- 
bited, others they charg'd with ſuch Duties as 
rendered them very little cheaper than thoſe of 
our ownPeople: ſo that now our Eaft- India Com- 
pany muſt derive almoſt their whole Gainfrom 
Manufactures which are re-exported, and con- 
ſum'd by foreign Nations; very little is gotten 
by the Conſumption of any of them in our own. 
And yet I very much queſtion whether it e- 
ver could be objected againſt the Trade to the 
Eaft-Indies, as has very juſtly been againſt that 
of France, that it exhauſted our Treaſure, or 
leſſened the Value of the native Commodities and 
Manufattures of this Kingdom. As for our 
Treaſure, it is notorious that we always re- ex- 
ported as many Ea/?-India Manufactures as e- 
quall'd the whole Coſt of our Importations, by 
which means we were re- paid the Sums we ſent 
abroad ; fo that our Treaſure could not be ſaid 
to be exhauſted by this Trade. And then as to 
G 4 the 
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the leſſening the Value of our own Commoadi. 
ties and Manufactures, the Silks and Linens 
wrought in England, were formerly but incon- 
ſiderable; they are riſen up of late Years to be 
mighty Manufactures; they are wore chiefly 
fince the Prohibitions upon thoſe of France and 
the Eaſt-Indies. 
Ne Re ex- But the Caſe of the French Trade was very 
11 ef different : The Wines, Brandies, Silks, Li- 
rench . 5 

Goods, nens, Paper, innumerable other Goods impor: 
ted from that Nation, where all conſum'd by 
our own People. I would defire the Mercatir 
to ſhew me that any of theſe Goods were ever 
re-exported to other Nations. If he is not 2. 
ble to do this, it will follow, that if our Mer- 
chants paid France a Ballance, ſo much of our 
Treaſure was exhauſted ; they might perhaps 
gain Eſtates to themſelves, but it was by ca- 
rying on a Trade that was detrimental to their 
ountry. The Eſtates they gain'd, they gain'd 
from their own Countrymen, the Nation paid 
verydear for the Acquiſitions of thoſe Mer- 
chants, and perhaps ten times as much as the 

whole Value of their Acquiſitions. 
Rea ſons for Again, as to the leſſening the Value of our 
—— native Commodities and Manufactures, I have 
Duties, already obſerved that none of the Goods im- 
ported from France, ever us'd to be re-expor- 
ted, they were all conſum'd by our own Peo- 
ple; and then muſt not this take off from the 
Value of our own at the fame Market? Wou'd 
it be pöſſible to import great Quantities of 
Wine from France, without leſſening in pro- 
portion the Conſumption of our own Malt, or 
at leaſt of the Wines we buy from /taly and 
| Portugal 
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Portugal for our Manufactures, which other- 
wiſe we ſhould not ſend in ſuch Quantities to 
thoſe Countries? and then muſt not theſe French 
Wines, if they are no otherwiſe to be purchaſed 
than with our Mony, leſſen the Value of our 
native Commodities and ManufaQtures? And 
muſt not the ſame thing be ſaid of Brandy, Li- 
nen, Silk and Paper, if any conſiderable Quan- 
tities of them ſhould be imported? Should we 
conſume as much of our own Spirits as we did 
before, and yet increaſe our Conſumption of 
French Brandies ? Should we make ſtill as ma- 
ny Silks, as much Linen and Paper, and yet 
at the ſame time increaſe our Importation of 
theſe things from France? And if we are to 
purchaſe all theſe things with our Mony, and 
not with equivalent Manufactures, is it poſh- 
ble that the value of our own native Commo- 
dities and Manufactures ſhould not be leſſened 
with their Conſumption ? And yet perhaps the 


Merchant who imports theſe Goods may grow 


rich ; he may get a great Eſtate for himſelf by 
leſſening the Value of the Product of our Lands, 
and when he has done, he may purchaſe ſo 
many more Farms for his Mony : he may drive 
our People from their ManufaCtures, and when 
he has done, he may hire them to be his Ser- 
vants at leſs Wages. Whatſoever therefore 
was the Gain of our Merchants, our Legiſla- 
tors in the Reign of King Charles the Second 
did not think thisa ſufficient Argument for the 
Continuance of the French Trade; they thought 
the Merchants Gain was vaſtly over-ballanc'd 
by the Loſs of the Nation's Treaſure, *and by 
the Impoveriſhment of our Land-holders and 

G5 our 
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be Nati. peals to the Merchants upon the Exchange, 
on prefera- whether they are loſers by the Spaniſh Trade. 
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our Labourers ; and for this reaſon they prohi. 
bited the whole Trade for exhauſting our Tru. 
ſure, and leſſening the value of our native Com: 
modities and Manufattures. 

The Gain The Mercator in one of his late Papers ap- 


ble to that of 


ebe Mer. © But vrhat is all this to his purpoſe ? If they haue 
cant. made great Gain for themſelves, is this any 
manner of proof that the Kingdom has been 
alſo a Gainer? Does it prove that we ſell more 
Manufactures to Spain, than Spain does to us 
or that we receive a Ballance in Mony from 
that Country ? If this is not the Caſe, our She 
niſb Merchants may grow rich by ſelling the 
Treaſure of their native Country ; but poor 
England in the mean time muſt pay very dear 
for their Riches. The ſame thing- may be ſaid 
of our Merchants, that, traded formerly to 
France; but I cannot have the leaſt Suſpicion 
that our prefent Legiſlators will not follow the 
Steps of their wiſe Predeceſſors, and conſider 
not ſo much the Intereſt of the Merchant, as 
that of the Land-holders and the Labourers, 
and indeed of the whole Nation. Without 
doubt they will take ſufficient Care that it ſhall 
not be in the Power of France to gain a Bal 
lance from this Kingdom, that it ſhall not be 
hereafter in her Power to ſell us more Manu- 
factures than ſhe takes from us; but they will 
never be able to prevent her doing this, if the 
eighth and ninth Articles of the late Treat) 
ſhould be made effectual. 
By paſſing a Law for this purpoſe Franc 
would be as much favoured here, as every other 
Nation 


The Trade with France. 
Nation the moſt favoured. And ſhould we 


not then from ſo near a Country, and where 
the People are obliged by very Poverty to work 
cheaper than they do in other places, import 
much greater Quantities of Wines, and Li- 
nens, and Silks, and Paper, than we either 
produce our ſelves, or import from Italy, Per- 
tugal or Germany, in exchange for our Manu- 
factures? And would nt there be an end in 
this caſe of ſo many of our own Manufactures, 
which we either make for our own Uſe, or to 
exchange with thoſe Countries ? Certainly fo 
much of the Value of our own Product and 
Manufactures muſt be loſt, unleſs it ſhall be af- 
firmed, that we ſhall fell as many to France, as 
we made for our ſelves and thoſe other Coun- 
tries. 

But this the Mercator ſays, we ſhall be able 
to do by the help of the late Treaty, (when it 
ſhall be made effectual) and upon the Tariff of 
1664, which, ſays he, is fully reſtor'd to us 
by that Treaty. The Tariff of 1664 is often 
brought to our remembrance, as if we were 
now to be under no other Dutics or Prohibi- 
tions than during the time of that Tariff. 
But God knows, by the late Treaty we are to 
= very little, or almoſt nothing of that Ta- 
riff, 

In the firſt place, that Tariff is not granted 
to the foreign Goods re-exported from this 
King lom, as I have ſhewn at large before. 
Theſe were heretofore one half of our whole 
Exports ; but the French King may now pro- 
hibit them, or charze them with high Duties, 
notwithſtanding and without any Violation of 
the late Treaty, In 


7be Britiſh Merchant. 
In, the next place, at leaſt one half of all the 


other Goods we uſually ſent to France, were 
our Woollen Manufactures, as I have expreſchy 
ſhewn : "Theſe are put under the hard "Tariff of 
1699, and under ſuch other Reſtrictions, as 
ſhew plainly the King's Reſolution that we 
ſhall fend none of theſe Manufactures to his 
Dominions; and yet the French are fo improv- 
ed in theſe Manufactures of late Years, that 
if we were to have the Tariff of 1664, or to 
pay no Duties in that Country, yet we could 
fend none to France. | 

Thus in theſe two Articles, of foreign 
Goods, and Woollen Manufactures, we not 
only not have the Tariff of 1664, but every 
thing elſe is excepted from the general Rule of 
that Tariff, of which we might hope to export 
any conſiderable Quantity. To leave other 
Articles to another time, I ſhall inſtance at 
preſent in that of Fiſh. 

Tte Im-oGﬀÞ Fiſh is one of the Species of excepted Goods, 
13 which by the ſubſequent Articles, as well as 
= ode „ Woollen Manufactures, is put under very hea- 
Aructed. vy Duties, and with ſuch Reſtrictions, as be- 

ſides the heavy Duties, ſhew that France is fully 
determined that none at all ſhall be imported 
from this Country. 

Artis The Council of Trade here propoſed Ad- 
prepoled by ditional Articles to be added to a Project of 
- — a Treaty of Commerce with France, as fol- 
eur Fig. lows: 


ce HE moſt Chriſtian King does farther 
cc promiſe, That from henceforth all 
% Cod, Ling, or Haick or ſalted Herrings, 

„ Salmon, 
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« Salmon, and and all Fiſh whatſoever dry or 
« wet, may be freely imported from the Do- 
« minions, and by the Subjects of Great Bri- 
« tainin Britiſh Ships, into the Territories of 
« France, without being liable to re-packing, 
« notwithſtanding any Edicts, Arrets, or Or- 
« ders to the contrary ; and that you ſhall not 
« be oblig'd to pay any higher Duties than 
« what were eſtabliſhed by the Tariff of 
« 1664, and alſo that the ſaid Brityh Sub- 
« jects ſhall have Liberty to ſell the Fiſh by 
« them ſo imported to whatever Buyer they 


eign 6e pleaſe. 

not « The moſt Chriſtian King does likewiſe 
ery « promiſe, That from henceforth the Britiſb 
e of « Merchants ſhall have the like Allowance up- 
ort « on Tare on Caſk and Packing of Goods in 
ther % France, as is allow'd to French Merchants 


« in Great Britain.“ x ; 


Theſe Articles his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty 


ds, rejected, inſtead of which he has given us an 

ag Exception for our Fiſh in the Body of the Trea- 
ca- ty; and in the Articles ſign'd a Month after- 
be- wards, he is pleaſed to grant us Liberty to im- 


port Fiſh into his Countries, but under ſuch 
Duties, and with ſuch Limitations and Re- 
ſtrictions, as plainly ſhew that he wants none 
at all from us, and that he knows very well 
what uſe to make of Cape Briton, which has 
been granted him by a late Treaty. 

Among the many falſe Arguments made uſe 
of to reconcile the People to the Treaty of 
Commerce, in my Opinion the moſt barefaced 
of all is, that all Prohibitions laid in France, 
lunce the Year 1664, upon Goods and Mer- 

chandizes 


133 
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chandizes exported from Great Britain are tx 
ken off, that all high Duties there upon oy 
Goods, are reduced to the eaſy Tariff of the 
above-mentioned Year, and that we ſhall g 
Conſequence make prodigious Exports to tha 
Kingdom. 

The Treaty of Commerce is fo far fron 
granting us this general Repeal of Prohibition 
and high Duties, that all Foreign Goods ſtand 
charged ſtill as they did before, and may be 
yet farther charged at the Diſcretion of hi 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, without any Violation 
of the late Treaty; and Foreign Goods wen 
a very great Part of our whole Exports to that 
Kingdom. 

The ap- The Treaty of Commerce has not grantet 
printing us the Tariff of 1664, (tho' a very exorbi- 
— tant one) for our Woollen Manufactures. This, 
fition, and a tho* the ſtaple Commodity of this Nation, is 
Ridicule. expreſly excepted from the general Rule of that 

Tariff. Indeed, by the Treaty Commiſſioner 
are to be appointed on both ſides, to conſider 
of the Terms upon which Woollen Manufac- 
tures, Fiſh, and other excepted Goods ſhall be 
admitted. But till the Commiſſioners appoint- 
ed by his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ſhall have hi 
Leave to agree upon any ſuch Terms, the Ex 
ception is abſolute, and he may load thele 
Goods with as high Duties as he thinks hit, 
without any Violation of the Treaty. 

It is true, his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty by ſub- 
ſequent, Articles dated a Month after, and con- 
ſequently no Part of that Treaty, has given us 
a Permiſſion to import three Sorts of Woollen 


Manufactures into his Dominions, (ibn 
take 
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take it does comprehend almoſt every one) but 
under ſuch extravagant Duties, at ſuch Ports 
only, and under ſuch Reſtrictions, as plainly 
demonſtrate his Intention that we ſhall ſend 
none of them into France. The Truth of it 
is, the very Form of the Permiſſion granted us 


are tz. 
Don or 
| of the 
hall 1 
to that 


r from in theſe ſubſequent Articles, looks rather like 
bitions a Ridicule upon the Br:ti/h Nation, than a 
$ ſtand Permiflion to introduce our Woolleh Manu- 
lay be factures into his Countries. Our Woollen Ma- 
of hi nufactures were uſually heretofore one third 
lation Part of our whole Exports to France; but we 
3 were have not the leaſt Hopes of ſending any now 
0 that under the Articles ſubſequent to the late Trea- 


ty. This Article, and that of Foreign Goods, 
were heretofore above three fourths of our whole 
Exports; we have not the "Tariff of 1664, for 
W theſe Goods, we ſhould export but very few 
of them, even tho' we had that Tariff, but 
without it we have not the leaſt Hopes of ex- 


ranted 
xOrdi- 


This, 


Mn, 5 
f that 


onen porting any. 
ider Of the remaining Goods which we export- * 12 
ufac- ed heretofore under the Tariff of 1664, the God. ex- 
all be Fiſh from England, but eſpecially from Scot- cepted by the 
oint- land, was a very conſiderable Part. But this = 2 
e his too as well as our Woollen Manufactures, is ilfe 
Ex- excepted in the Body of the late Treaty, from A icles. 
theſe the general Rule of paying according to that 
; fit, Tariff, and is reſerved for the Commiſſioners 

to be appointed on both ſides, to conſider upon 
ſud- what Terms they ſhall be imported into France. 
on- This is the prettieſt Contrivance in the World 
1 us to exclude the Importation of theſe excepted 
len Goods, without giving any Colour of Com- 
h 1 plaint to the Britiſh Nation. For can we 


have 
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have the leaſt Reaſon to be offended with his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, if the Commiſſioner 
appointed on his Part ſhould refuſe to admit 
theſe Goods upon any Terms or Conditions 
whatſoever? For my own part, I ſhould not 
think they very much conſulted the Intereſt of 
their Maſter or his Subjects, if they ſhould ad- 
mit any of them, without the Offer of ſome 


new Equivalent on our Part, beſides the Ad- Ta 
AE already ſecured to them by this Trea- tior 
ty. I believe therefore that no Man in his ecu 


right Senſes, can think that Commiſſioners wil 
be appointed by France for any other Purpoſe, 
than as a Shooing-Horn to draw on the Bill 
of Commerce, to amuſe the Nation, and grant 


ed France what ſhe wants by this Treaty, in 
lieu of which ſhe has condeſcended to grant us 
the Liberty of importing the excepted Species 
of Goods and Merchandizes, when the Com- 
miſſioners appointed by her ſhall agree with the 
Commiſſioners appointed on the Part of Great 
Britain upon the Conditions. Upon the whole 
matter, notwithſtanding the Clauſe of Com- 
miſſioners for adjuſting the Differences between 


the two Nations, the Goods excepted by the 


Subſequent 
Articles or 
Probibiti- 
91. 


Body of the Treaty were abſolutely excepted, 
and France was at full Liberty to load every one 
of them with as high Duties as ſhe pleaſed, with- 
out any Violation of the Treaty. 

But in the ſubſequent Articles dated a Month 
after, ſhe has condeſcended to explain her 
Meaning concerning the Article of Fiſh, as 
much to our Advantage as ſhe has done that of 
the Woollen Manufactures ; that is, that we 


ſhall 
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ſhall import the one no more than the other 
into that Country. For indeed the ſubſequent 
Articles in every Caſe of the excepted Goods, 
inſtead of an Allowance, are in effect a down- 


| right Prohibition of thoſe Goods. 


This will be apparent in the Caſe of Fiſh, 


; by a Compariſon of the Liberty we had to 
import that Commodity into France under the 
| Tariff of 1664, with the Duties and Reſtric- 


tions laid upon it by the Articles made and ex- 
ecuted after the late Treaty. 


By the Tariff of 1664, the Caſe of Fiſh 

imported into France ſtood thus: 
Liv. Soll. 
Herrings per Laſt of 12 Barrels paid 18 oo 
Ditto white per Laſt of 12 Barrels paid 16 oo 


Salmon per Laſt of 12 Barrels, paid 6 oo 
Codfiſh dry per M. 8 10 
Ditto green per M. 3 oo 


But the third of theſe ſubſequent Articles is 
in the following Words, viz. Galt Fiſh in 
„ Barrels only is to be imported into the King- 
* dom, Countries, and Territories under the 
Dominion of the King; and at all Places of 
Entrance into the Kingdom, Countries, and 
& Territories under the Dominion of the 
King, even at all free Ports, the Duties of 
Landing and Conſumption ſhall be paid, 
which were appointed before the Tariff of 
*© 1664 and beſides 40 Livres per Laſt, con- 
{« liſting of 12 Barrels, weighing each 300 J. 
for the Duty of Entry; which Entry ſhall 
not be permitted, but by St. Valery upon 
* the Somme, Rouen, Nantz, Libourne, and 

“ Bour- 
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& Bourdeaux, and ſhall remain prohibited a 
all other Harbours or Ports, as well in the 
&« Ocean as in the Mediterranean.” 

Can any Man read this Article, without ſome 
ſort of Indignation? Has his moſt Chriltian 
Majeſty granted this 70 facilitate our Imports 
tion of Fiſh into all Places in his Dominion 
Is not the whole Article a Demonſtration 0f 
that Prince's Reſolution, that his Subjects ſhall 
eat no Fiſh, but of their own catching and 
curing ? 

Firſt for the Duties; 15 or 16 Livres upon 
the Laſt of Herrings, by the Tariff of 1664, 
that was almoſt 2.5. for every Barrel. Her- 
rings would be valued high enough at 15 s. pe 
Barrel; and then the Duty, even by that Tx 
riff, was about 14 per Cent. of the whole Va 
lue. And can Fiſh, of which almoſt the whole 
Coſt is paid to the Labour of the People, beat 
a higher Duty? and yet, as if this was not fuf- 
ficient, forty Livres are laid on the Laſt of 12 
Barrels by the above-mentioned Article ; that 
is, 55. to every Barrel. And are Herrings ſo 
appropriated to this Iſland, or ſo wanted in 
France, as to be able to bear both this Laſt, 3 | 
alſo the Duties, whatſoever they are (doubtles | 
high enough) of Landing and Conſumption * il | 
which 1s about 35 per Cent. | 

Can Salmon, of which we did not export | 
very great Quantities before, under the old Du- 
ty of 6 Livres per Laſt, bear a Load of 40 Li- 
vres, which is laid upon it by the abb vementi 
oned Article ? 

But the moſt extravagant Part of the Story, 
and which ſhews that France r — 

ect 
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| fectly well what is given up to them in Cape 
Breton, is ſtill behind. And that is that Cod- 
fiſh, which were formerly imported into that 
Country by Tale, and paid from three Livres 
to eight Livres ten Sols per M. muſt be hereat- 
ter imported in Barrels, or not at all, and pay 
40 Livres per Laſt, that is 5 s. per Barrel, a 
n of Duty equal to almoſt the whole Value of that 
bah Fiſh. And then, as for the Expence of Caſk, 
2nd which is impoſed upon us, while their New- 

# frundiand Fiſhermen may import their own in 
Bulk, and fave this Expence, it is equal to al- 
{ moſt half the Value of the whole Commodity. 
If his Majeſty had made it high Treaſon for a- 
ny Breton to import Cod-fiſh into his Coun- 
tries, he could hardly keep them out more ef- 
fectually than he will be able to do by this Ar- 
ticle. O Cape Breton] Cape Breton ! 

And yet, as if all this were not ſufficient, our 
Importation of ſalted Fiſh is confin'd to five 
Ports only, and theſe all in the Ocean, with- 
out any Port in the Mediterranean. But yet 
there may be ſome ſuch Fools as will believe 
that this was done, as in the Caſe of our Wool- 
len Manufactures, t facilitate our Commerce l 
And for the very ſame Reaſon, no doubt, the 
Judicious Propoſal of our Council of Trade 
(recited before) was rejected by France, and 
this wonderful kind Article given us in its 
ſtead. 

I believe I have here effectually anſwered 
the Mercator's pretended Scotch Letters of the 
great Diſappointment to that Nation, by the 
rejecting the Bill of Commerce, and depriving 


them of the Means of exporting their ſalted 
Fiſh 
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Fiſh to France. I have effectually proye 
that the Bill of Commerce, if this Article i; 
a part of it, is a Prohibition of that Comme. 
dity. 

I deſire now the Mercator will inform his 
Readers of what ſort of Goods we ſhall be able 
to ſend any conſiderable Quantities to Franc, 
ſince the Tariff of 1664 is not granted to 
Goods imported here from foreign Countries, 
nor to our Fiſh, nor. Woollen Manufactures ; 
ſince all theſe are either prohibited there, or 
admitted only with ſuch Duties, and under ſuch 
Reſtrictions and Limitations as amount to Pro- 
hibitions. If this is the Caſe of all the above- 
mentioned Goods, I deſire the Mercator will 
tell us „of what forts of Merchandizes we 
& ſhall be able to export any greater Quanti- 
6 ties than we do already without the Bill of 
& Commerce; that he will tell us, if he can, 
& what Sorts of Goods are to amount to 6 or 
& 700,000 J. which he ſays would be the Va- 
% Jue of our Exports, if the Treaty of Com- 
„ merce were made effectual. 

One thing I think I ought not to paſs with- 
out Notice, which is, „ that his Majeſty has 
ein a manner disfranchiz'd his very free Ports 
& in the Ocean, by this Article, on purpoſe 
&« to exclude our Fiſh ; ſince even at the very 
& free Ports, the Duties of Landing and Con- 
& ſumption muſt be paid, as well as the exor- 
bitant Duty of 40 Livres per Laſt. But e- 
ven with all thoſe Duties, he has not thought 
« fit to allow us any Port in the Mediterra- 
% nean. 


Our 


* 
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| Pur Legiſlators are good Witneſſes of the Facts 


mention'd in the Preamble of the Prohibition 
AR, 30 Car. II. and no Cuſtom-houſe Ae- 
count, which can be now produc d, is ſufficient 
to overthrow their Evidence: 


De Petition of the People of Lyme-Regis: 


What Allegations in it good, and what not. 


Have ever conſidered the Authority of Per- 
ſons as the loweſt kind of Proof, and ſuch 
as ought never to be credited againſt Demon- 
Witration or FRO I believe Perſons to be 


Wrery proper Witneſſes of Facts; and when I 


have no Reaſon to ſuſpect their Fidelity, or 


Capacity, or that they have been impoſed on 


For miſtaken, I am ready to give Credit to their 


Evidence. 


It is for this Reaſon, that I have cited the 


W Preamble to the Prohibition Act, 30 Car. II. 


The Lords and Commons in Parliament Aſ- 
ſembled, in the Reign of King Charles II. had 


better Opportunities of knowing, than we can 


E poſſibly have at this time of Day, the State of 


che French Trade, as it was then carried on; 
no Cy/tom-houſe Books could be denied to them. 


They had a Power to ſend for Perſons, Papers, 
and Records. They had a Power to ſend for 


W the Records of the Cuſtom-houſe, before the 
Court could give any Directions, or the Offi- 
cers of the Cuſtoms could have time to falſify 
any of their Entries. And therefore, ſince the 
& Legiſlative Power then aſſerted, That the im- 
8 porting of French Wines, Brandy, Linen, Silks 
WW Paper, and other Commodities of the Growth, 
2 


wt + 0 


Pro- 
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Product, or Manufatftures of France, did exhaup Wood 
our Treaſure, and l:ſſen the Value of our natin Mere, 
Commodities and Manufattures ; J am forced to No 
believe, that vaſt Quantities of thoſe Goods th 
were imported, and ſuch as very much over. Neca. 
ballanced our Exports to that Kingdom. The im, 
Lords and Commons had, no doubt, ſufficien Nxont 
Knowledge of the Fact; and if the Fact vs A 
true, I do not want their Aſſiſtance to reaſon Prod 
from it; I am my ſelf able to determine, that Tau 
our Importations from France exhauſted the ion 
Treaſure, and leſſened the Value of the Native he 
Commodities, and Manufattures of this King- 1 
dom. at tt 
The Mercator affirms, that the Ballance of = 
our Trade to France was always on the Englih We i 
IIn 


ſide, that our Exports to that Nation always We 
exceeded their Imports hither. If ſo, why ibi 
was not ſuch a Ballance made out to that Par- they 


liament ? It is well known, that the Court, and avs 
the Miniſters were not at all pleaſed with the. e 
Prohibition, they did all they could to oppoſe Ce 


it. Certainly, if they had been able to ſhew, qo! 
that the Ballance was on our ſide, the Lords 
and Commons would have deſiſted from defir- 


ing a Prohibition of a Trade which was benefi- W"* 
cial to the Kingdom. In b 
He has not in all his Papers, produced the We [ 
ger. 


Cuſtom- Houſe Accounts of any one whole Lear, i 
to ſhew, that the Ballance of the French Trade We that 
was on our fide ; tho? this he promiſed with all We 
the Confidence in the World, at his firſt ſetting e 
out: And if he had made good his Promiſe, it We C 

had been worth all his other Arguments; and We x 
indeed, without this, his other Arguments are 


good 


— « 4 
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auf ood for nothing. Our Legiſlators, there- 
tive | re, in the Reign of King Charles II. were 
it, hood Witneſſes, that we were over-ballanced 
od py the Fe ench Trade; and ſo much the better, 
ecauſe neither this Man nor thoſe that employ 
im, have yet produced any Evidence to the 


ent Fontrary- 
And yet, if any ſuch Evidence could be now The Mini- 


— 
—— 


* 


Was 
fon Produced, if any Account from the Cu/tom- we 14 
hat 3 could be offer'd contrary to this Aſſerti- 4;4;tjon 48, 
the nh of our Legiſlators, it would not deſerve * cou'd 


Ihe leaſt Credit. For I muſt here repeat my ee 


ö ueſtions, I there had been any ſuch Account gain it, 
Et the time of making that Prohibition, why 
Pos it not produced before thoſe Legiſlators, in 
7 Norder to prevent it? Were the Court, and the 
Aliniſters at that time, fo very fond of the Pro- 
Whibition ? Is is not notorious, that they did all 
Frey could to oppoſe it ? And if they could 
ue oppoſed it by plain Evidence of the Fact, 
he, Vould not that Evidence have been then produ- 
ccd? So that, if any Cuſtam- Fuſe Account 
„ hold be offered now, contrary to that Aſſer- 
tion of our Legiſlators, it would be a very 
$ Lriolent Preſumption, that ſuch an Account 
i las been forged ſince, and that it was not then 
N in being, when that Prohibition was made. 

% am far from ſuſpecting, that any ſuch For- 
„ eery would be attempted in the preſent Age, 
je chat any ſuch Orders would be given by che 
I @ preſent . or obeyed by the preſent Om- 
o eers of the Cuſtems. But preſently after the 
it Y paſting of that Prohibition, might not the 
F Court, that was then againſt it, uſe their ut- 
- moſt Eudeavoures to fallify the Cuſtom-Heouſe 
4d Accounts, 


— _— 
* — 
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Accounts, by which it was ſupported ? Fe 


example, if the Exports and Imports, between 
Michaelmas 1668 and Michaelmas 1669, an 
the great Over-ballance againſt us in that Vea, 


was the chief Argument made uſe of for paſſing We 
that Prohibition, might not the Court then! 


give Orders to the Commiſſioners of the Cu 


not do this to get rid of that Prohibition, which 
was ſo very diſpleaſing to them? And is it likely, 
that ſuch Orders would not be obeyed at that 
time by the Officers of the Cu/toms ? The 
Mercator himſelf has led me to this Argument, 
by telling us, that Sir Nicholas Butler, of fi. 
grant Memory, ſet a little after at that Board; 
that i:: defiance of the Prohibition, the Court 
gave Orders for entring the Wines imported 
from France, as if imported from other Coun: 
tries ; that the Orders were obeyed, and the 
falſe Entries made accordingly. What would 
not a Court be guilty of, that could do this! 
What Orders could they give, that ſuch Off- 
cers as thoſe would not obey ? I do not pre 
tend to affirm, that the thing I have ſuggeſted 
was ever done ; becauſe no Account from the 
Cuſtom-Houſe has yet been produced contra 
to the Aſſertion of our Legiſlators. But it a. 
ny ſuch Account were now to be trumped up, | 
ſhould certainly believe, that it was forged for 
the Reaſons I have given; and that our Legil 


tors could not be miſtaken in the Facts which 
Winne ; 


floms, to take away the old Entries, and toſub- We ,, 
ſtitute others in their room; making the ſev. 
ral Quantities of exported Goods much greater, 3 
and thoſe of Cds imported much leſs tha 
were really made in that Year ? might they 
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It is for Facts only, that I have cited the 
Preamble of the Prohibition: Our Legiſlators 
, could not but know, that a great Over- bal- 
Yea, WF 1.nce of Manufactures was imported from 
aſſing France, and I have cited them as Witneſſes of 
then @ this Fact. They have alſo reaſoned from it 
e (is | | very right; but if they had not done fo, eve- 
0 ſub· | ry Man in his right Senſes, might very juſtly 


D For 


Ween 


eye · 5 argue, that a great Over-ballance of ſuch Im- 
eater, ports, mult needs have exhauſted the Treaſure, 
then BY ard Ie ſencd the Value 9 15 the Native Commodities 
they WR ond. Manufattures of this Kingdom. 

hich | Again, I have cited the Inſpector-Gencral of 
keh, the Cuſtams, as a Witneſs, that there remains 
that i in the C: tem- Houſe a Manuſcript of the Im- 


5 
The N 1 and Exports between England and France, 
from Michachnas 1668 to Michaelmas 1669 ; 
& which I have ſhewn to be utterly inconſiſtent 
ard; & with an Account tranſmitted by the Commil- 
out WF ſtoners to the laſt Parliament. I have cited him 
rted i too as a Witneſs, that he was lot able to gain 


out BE any Light into the Tranſactions of that Year, 
| the WF but from the aforementioned Manuſcript. Theſe 
ould were undoubtedly Facts within the Knowledge * 


of the bp. for-General, and I therefore cite 
him as a Witneſs, Rut if the ſame Gentleman 
Gow! tell us, that in his Opinion, the old 
Scheme is falſe, without alledging one ſingle 
Fact or Argument, to induce me to be of his 
Opini ion; or if he ſhould tell us, that we may 
import annually an Over-ballance of Manufac- 
tures of two Millions more than we export, and 
yet ve no looſers by ſuch a Traffick, 1 muſt aſ- 


s =, 
3 =R 
* . 


al WH fure the Mercator, I cannot yield to his Autho- 
ich we l ſhould not believe ſuch Aſertions of 
9 91 . H the 
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the Inſpector-General, tho? they were decly. 
ed to be true by all the Legiſlators of Gr 
Britain. þ 

Again, if a Merchant whoſe Veracity is not 
at all to be ſuſpected, ſhould tell me that he 
has gained a hundred Thouſand Pounds h 
trading to France, he is the proper Judge of thy | 
Fact, and I would believe him. But if e 
ſhould argue from hence, and therefore this i; | 
a profitable Trade to the Kingdom, even the i I 
it ſhould import upon us the Value of a Million 
more in Manufactures than it takes from wu, 
by which we ſhould be obliged. ta pay fo great 
a Ballance ; I ſhould not be moved by his Au: 
thority, let his particular Gain be ever ſo great; | 
J ſhould believe the Nation loſt a Million by 
ſuch a Commerce. 3 

Laſtly, if a whole Town ſhould repreſent 
that they had exported: formerly to France tie 
Value of fifty Thouſand Pounds per Ann. in 


Evidences of this Fact, and I ſhould be ready 
to give them Credit. But if they ſhould argue 
hence, that the whole Trade with France wu 
beneficial to this Nation, and that the Export 
from the whole Kingdom exceeded their Im 
ports, and that we conſequently received 3 
great annual Ballance from France, I muſt take 
leave to diſagree with this laſt part of their R: 
preſentation, I could not yield to their Autho- 
rity. I might believe their Evidence as to Fach 
which are properly within their own knowledge, Þ* 
but how can they be Judges for the whole N- 
tion? Or how can they argue from the part: 
cular Gain of their own Town, to the univet. 
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l Gain of all England? Upon this Occaſion 
Ichink my ſelf obliged to preſent my Readers 
& with a Copy of a Repreſentation of the Mayor, 
e. of Lyme-Regis, concerning a Prohibition 
of Britzh Commodities from being imported 
into France, which is as follows. 


g To the Honourable Commiſſioners of Trade, 
Tie humble Repreſentation and Petition of the 


Mayer, Burgeſſes, and principal Inhabitants 
on Town of Lyme-Regis, in the County of 
orſct, 


Humbly ſheweth, 
« HAT the Trade to France with the 
60 Moollen Manufattures was an enrich- 


&« ing Trade to this Nation, and was the beſt 
this Part of the Kingdom had for Employment 
&« of People, Shipping and Navigation; there 
having been yearly for ſeveral Years toge- 
„ther ſhipped in this Port for the PRO- 
« VINCE OF BRITANY in France in 
% Drapery, to the value of fifty Thouſand 
Pound Sterling and upwards ; and that this 
«© Trade was enjoyed Time out of Mind, and 
«© DRAPERY was imported into the faid 
* PROVINCE CUSTOM-FREE till the 
“% Year 1687, in which Year the Importation of 
all Moollen Manufactures whatſoever was pro- 
&© hibited ; and afterwards ſeveral great Duties 
«© were laid on all Goods and Commodities of 
* the Growth, Product or Manufacture of 
this Kingdom, by — Edict, a Copy where- 
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cc of truly tranſlated from the Original is her-. 
& unto annexed. And we alſo crave leave u 


* acquaint your Honours, that a Month befin 
& the ſaid Prohibition took place, ſeveral great 
„Q Quantities of Drapery to the Value of two 
© Thouſand Pounds and upwards, which had 
been imported into the ſaid Province in two 
Ships from this Place, were ſe:zed and de 


„ tained during all the laſt War, which were 


& all ſpoiled. Your Petitioners therefore hum- 


« bly pray, that in the enſuing Treaty of | 


£ Peace, Care may be taken to get the ſaid 


© Prohibition taken off, and that your Peti- Þ 
« tioners may be reſtored to the ſaid Trade, 
& and be at Liberty to zmport Drapery, and | 


©. other Goods and Commodities of the 


& Growth and Product of this Kingdom i 


“ Cuſtom-free as formerly; and that the 


„ Owners of the ſaid Drapery ſo ſeized and 
«© ſpoiled, may have Satisfaction made for the 


« ſame. And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, 
66 &c. 


Signed by 


John Symen, Mayor. Nicholas Nowell, 
Mat. Weſt, Jonas Whetcomb, and 89 


others. 


The People of Lyme without doubt are very 
good Witneſſes that their DRAPERY till the 
Year 1687, was imported into the PRO- 
VINCE OF BRITANY CUST OM-FREEz; 
they were certainly able to diſtinguiſh between 
paying Cuſtoms, and paying none at all : this 

is 
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ö is agreeable to what T have ſaid before, that 


Britany was formerly a free Province, and as 
Ino Cuſtoms were paid there, fo there was the 
chief Conſumption of our Woollen Manufac- 
tures. But as Britany now, by the Articles 
ſubſequent to the late Treaty, can have our 
Manufactures only by the way of other Pro- 
vinces, ſo ſhe muſt receive them after they 
have paid the Cuſtoms from thirty to fiity per 
Cent. according to the Tariff of 1699, which 
f to be the Rule by our late Treaty. If we 
Fexported to France any confiderable Quantities 
Jof Woollen Manufactures where they paid no 
Duties at all, it is no Argument that we can 
export any under a heavy Load of Duties, and 
| eſpecially now the French themſelves ſince that 


time are arrived at ſuch Perfection in their own 


8 Woollen Manufactures which pay very caſy 
Duties. 
Again, the People of Lyme are very good 


Witneſſes that the French Prohibitions of our 
Waoollen Manufactures began in the Year 


1687; this was a Fact that they could not but 
be well acquainted with by their own feeling. 
Strange] that France ſhould then prohibit our 


Woollen Manufactures, ſo ſoon after King 
James and his Parliament had obliged her by 


taking off our afore- mentioned Prohibition | 
i But this ſhews, as the Inſpector-General has 
| faid, that they have all along treated us, as if 
the Genius of France had got a perfect Aſcen- 
Cant over that of England / 

Again, I believe the People of Lyme, when 
they tell us that their own Goods which were 


exported to France before the Prohibition were 


3 ſeixed 
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ſerzed and ſpoiled, tho* the Prohibition did not 


take place till after their Importation. T 


was a Fact which they felt, and had therefore 
very good Reaſon to remember. But I af 
Did the French ſeize their Goods by virtue d 
the Prohibition ? That had been firſt to make 
it lawful to import thoſe Goods, and then ly 
a Law ex poſt fatto to condemn them. Ther 
can be no trading with ſuch a Nation. 
Again, the People of Lyme may perhaps be 
good Witneſſes that they formerly exported 


2 to France the value of fifty Thouſand 


ounds in Woollen Manufactures, tho' I an 


afraid they have at a venture lumpt it at 


great a Sum; for this would amount to al- 
moſt the third part of all that ever were en 
rted to France in one Year from the whole 
ingdom. 
But laſtly, I can by no means allow the E 


vidence of the Good People of Lyme, when 


they tell us that the Trade to France with th 
Woolten Manufattures, was an enriching Trad 


to this Nation, and was the beſt Part of the Rin- 
dam had for Employment of People, Shipping au 


Navigation. For do they conclude that th 
whole Nation was enriched by the French Trade, 
becauſe the ſingle Town of Lyme was enrichel 
by exporting to France the yearly Value of fi 
ty Thouſand Pounds in Woollen Manufacture 


ces this prove that the Ballance of the whk 


French Trade was on the Exgliſb ſide, that ou 
Exports exceeded our Imports from that Cous 
try? And as for Shipping and Navigation, 
one ſingle Ship was ſufficient to carry at once 


that whole Value of Woollen Manufactures a 


TR 
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5 that in great Numbers of Ships were em- 


2 ployed in the French Trade, they 1:1uft have 


been employed to import upon us a great Over- 


0 ballance of Wines and other Goods from that 


T_T 


Nation, perhaps to the enriching the ſingle 
* Town of Lyme, but certainly to the impove- 
riſhing the whole Kingdom. 


And now as to the Prayer of their Petition, 


that our Woollen Manufactures may be impor- 


ted CUSTOM-FREE into the Province of 
Britany as formerly, and that the Owners of the 
Drapery which was heretofore ſeized and ſpoiled, 
may be repaired of that Loſs. Alas poor Peo- 
ple of Lyme ! Britany is no longer Cuſtom-tree, 
all the Woollen Manufactures that Province 
is to take from Lyme, ſhe muſt take under 
the intolerable Duties of the Tarift of 1669, 
that is, the Prohibition of them ſtill remains. 


A Letter concerning the Mercator's Over-va- 
luation of our Exports. 

Part of an Anſwer to the Mercator's Whimfies 
about Perpets. 


T* ſtating an Account of Profit or Lois by 
Trade between two Nations, it is not ſuf- 
ficient to tell us of our rts only, as the 
Mercator generally does, without ſaying one 
word of the Goods imported, that is trying a 
Cauſe by hearing the Evidence only of one Side. 
Neither is it ſufficient to give us an exact Ac- 


count of both Exports and Imports, without 


giving the Valuation of every Parcel of Goods; 
tor how ſhall the Reader judge to which a Bal- 
| lance 


———— — 
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Tobacco. 
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lance is to be paid in Mony, without knowins 
the Valr-: of the Parcels ? ; 

And yet I am afraid it is not in the Power oi 
any Man alive, whether Gentleman or Mer- 
chant, to know the Value of every thing. [ 
believe no Man's Knowledge is ſo univerſal; 
and therefore in my Account, Vol. I. callel 
ſeveral Gentlemen of Experience to my Afj- 
ſtance ; and yet in ſpite of all this Care, I be- 
lieve I have been miſtaken in ſome of my Va 
Juations. I am ready to be corrected as often 
as any ſuch Error ſhall be diſcovered : But! 
ſhall never ſubmit to any Correction upon the 
lingle Authority of the Mercator, that Autho- 
rity is always to be ſuſpected ; it appears plain- 
ly that he knows very little or nothing of the 
Matter, almoſt all his Valuations will be found 
to be made at random, 

But I believe it will appear at laſt, that! 
have been generally ſo fair as not to underve 
lue our Exports, or overvalue our imported 
Goods, to make our Loſs by the French Trade 
ſeem greater than it really was. As I hare 
formerly produced a Letter from Exeter, with 
relation to ſome of our Wooken Manufactures, 
the iollowing Letter from Briſtol teſtifies the 
ſame thing in reſpect to the Tobacco exported 
from this Kingdom, 


d 1 KR, Briſtol, Dec. 14. 1713. 
ce 8 we ſee you are willing to receive 
cc Letters, and inſert them in your Bi- 
&« th Merchant, with Intention to inform the 
C Nation how the Mercator endeavours to de- 
& Jude the People; we thought it our Duty 
66 0 
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« to join with the honeſt trading Part of the 
« Kingdom, and true Lovers of their Coun- 
« try, to detect that Hireling of France, the 
« Mercator. 

« The Letter from Exeter is certainly 
&« great Diſcov ery of the ill Deſigns of Ae 
« Writer, as it is alſo a Demonſtration to all 
« the trading Part of Great Britain, that you 
« have acted with Candor, and that in your 
« Account of Exports to France in the Year 
« 1685-6, you have rather choſe to over-va- 
lue our Goods, than leave room for an ho- 
« neſt Man to object; for *tis plain what the 
« Exeter Men fay is worth but 30,054 4. 12 5. 
« you have rated in your Brit ih Merchant, at 
L 36, 865 J. 85. 8 4. But the 11 in 
« his Account, No. 63, has rated the ſame 
% Goods in his Valuation at 60,521 J. about 
e as much again as they are worth. 

ce In your Account, you have valued 1 315 be Price 
60 733 lib. of Tobacco on Board at 3, fer 9 Tehacco 
« Pound ; in which you have alſo very much {” Nr 

Poune 5 * y M from 1684. 

& exceeded the Value. We thall therefore 
give you the Prizes on Board for re-ex- 
& ported Tobacco for four Years, viz. from 
41684 to 1687. 
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„ In 1684, Tobacco on Board, 


te with the Duty drawn back 24 per lib. 
wo 1685, Ditto 24 
win In 1689 0, Ditto —— — 24 
„In 1686, Ditto — — 24 to F 


Note, c The Advance in the Year 1685, 
6 continued but for a little time ca Tobacco 
tl 5 cc for 
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* for Exportation : for in May 1685 the Pu. 
4 lament laid on a further Impoſt of 34. jy 
„ Pound, which Duty commenced the 

«© of June following, which occaſioned the en. 
« profling the old Tobacco at a greater Price 
& than the former Year ; but as ſoon as any 


* Tobacco that paid the additional Duty wx iſ 


<« entered and landed it fell again to 25 and 
e therefore, there is no Reaſon to think 
« France would buy any till the Price came to 
be ſettled. Here that Writer has alſo ſerv- 
ed you as he did in the Woollen Goods 0 
« Exeter; for he has charged the ſaid 131; 
« 783 lib. Tobacco at 4, per Pound, which 
4 is about double the Value. Where any 
« Perſon will take ſuch Liberty, the unſkilful 
Part of Mankind may be eaſily miſled, til 
* the Author comes to be found out, and 
«© their Judgment better informed; and then 
« they will agree with us, that there cannot 
« be ſo wicked an Enemy to his Country in 
„the whole Kingdom. 


Your Humble Servants, 


D. P. and J. M. 


* 


T think I need make no Reflections upon 
this Letter; it is as plain that I have not un- 
dervalued theſe Goods, as that the Mercator 
has groſly overvalued them. I {hall therefore 
now proceed to another Subject, and that is, 
his imaginary Diſability of France to rival us 


in our Woollen Manufactures. His two laſt 
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The Trade with France, 


Papers but one, are taken up in labouring this 
Point, in the Caſe of Perpets and Bays. I 
ſhall here anſwer his Whimſies concerning the 
former. 

ce [t is evident, ſays he, No. 106, the Per- 
te petuanas made in France have not been able 
tc to fell ſo cheap as the Eng/i/h; or elle they 
« are not fo good as the Engliſb; how elle 
c comes it to paſs, that we have ſuch a Vent 
&« for ours, and that every Day at the Cu/tom- 
« Houſe we fee vaſt Quantities of Bays and 
« Perpetuanas enter'd both for Spain and Ita- 
, whereas the French are at the Door? 
« And could they underſell us, they can up- 
eon all Occaſions pour in their Goods before 
« us, and with much leſs Expence, the Vo- 
&« yage from Mar ſeilles to the Coaſt of either 
&«& Italy or Spain being not above two or three 
“% Days Sail. 
In anſwer to this, I muſt affirm, that the 


French King for 60 Years paſt has been encou- „ of 
raging the Woollen Manufactures in his King- ,, 
dom. And as his People ſucceeded therein, he Goods in 
increaſed the Duties on ours that were import- Fance. 


ed into France. 


©: decreaſed annually, and 


In 1654, the Cuſtoms on Cloth 


were raiſed to 30 Livres. 
In 1664, — to 40 
In 1657, — to 80 


In the firſt Year on a Serge to 5 
In the ſecond to 6 
In the laſt to 12 


Under theſe Diſcouragements our Exports 
their Manufactures 
exceedingly 
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France ſens 
morePerpets 
75 Turky 
than Eng- 
land does, 
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exceedingly flouriſhed. Our Trade came down 
to almoſt nothing every where, except in Bri. 
tany, where, as I have ſaid, they were alwa 
Cuſtom-free, till the Year 1687, and where 
they had almoſt no Woollen Manufactures of 
their own. 

Beſides, about this time, their Perpets, 
which both France and we call Imperial Serges, 
being brought to very great Perfection, they 
became our Rivals in that Trade, even in the 
Foreign Markets; and therefore no doubt, 
were well enough able without our help to ſup- 
ply thoſe of their own Country, which they 
were ſtill the more able to do, by excluding 
us out of Þr:tany. 

But as to Foreign Markets, to begin with 
our Trade to Turky, which has been always 
very juſtly a Favourite of this Nation; it is 
manifeit they export vaſt Quantities of Per- 
perts to Turky from France, in compariſon of 
thoſe from England, and ſuch as cannot chu 
but diſturb the Sale of our Goods in that Mar- 
ket: ſo that it is plain, we have almoſt loſt the 
Trade of Perpets to that Country. 

Our laſt Fleet, which will be allow'd to ex- 
port the Bulk of our Goods for one Year to 
Turky, yet exported no more than 400 Per- 
pets, which cannot exceed 16 or 18 Bales. 

But I have alfo ſeen an Account of the Per- 
pets exported from France, for the Years 1711 
and 1712, to the Port of Smyrna only, in 
which the Bales were 400, that is, 200 Bales 
per Ann, 

Will the Mercator ſay now, that they do 
not rival us in our I rade of Perpets to as: 

hat 
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donn That we are in no danger in Foreign Mar- 

Bri. o kets? May it not be ſaid here in the Merca- 

ways WE 77's own Words, that it is evident, that our 

there Perpetuanas are not ſold fo cheap as the French, 

s for elſe that they are not ſo good as thoſe of 
* that Country ? But we need not light a Can- 

pets, dle to the Sun. 

rges, 

they 

the A Letter concerning the Mercator's Perſonal 

ubt, Evidence of two Kings and a Queen. 


A Poſtſcript concerning his pretended Draw- 
back of Duties on French Goods re-exported 
to our Plantations. 


ſup- 


SIR, 
1 HE Mercator's firſt Argument, and 
* in his firſt Paper, to prove the French 


Trade was always beneficial to this Nation, 
sand that our Exports, by a Medium of any 
three Years, have exceeded their Imports, 
ewas his ptetended Perſonal Evidence of two 
“Kings and a Queen. No leſs, fays he, than 
the Evidence of two Kings and a Queen! who 
ex- © © could not chuſe, no doubt, but be ve 


to © competent Judges of our Profit or Loſs by 
Per- the Trade between both Nations. 

. © *© The Cyſtom-Houſe has been ranſacked for 
Per- an Account to this Purpoſe, the Medium 
711 |: © of three Years is not yet found, nor indeed 


in any one in which our Exports have exceed- 
ales 1 ed. All his other Hopes have failed him; 
| © and therefore in his Yeſterday's Paper, he 
da e is come back again to his principal Strength, 
&y de Evidence of two Kings and a Queen. 1 
6 would 
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« would adviſe him to make the moſt of this, 
for I am very confident he will not be able 
ce to ſupport his Paradox by any other Argu- 
« ment; he ſeems to triumph a little that ng 
«© Anſwer to it has ever yet been attempted. 

& "Tho? I can by no means deſire your Tim 
c ſhould be ſpent upon this ridiculous Subjed, 
c yet Icannot think it reaſonable to 5s. him 

and his Party even this little Argument for 
ce the French Trade, or the Bill of Commerce; 
« and therefore to ſave your Pains, I have re- 
<< folved to beſtow an Hour upon an Anfwer, 
4 which you may pleaſe to uſe or let alone at 
your Diſcretion. 

«6 The Princes he has thought fit to call to 
ce bear Witneſs for the French Trade, are the 
c late King William and Queen Mary, wi 
t the preſent moſt Chriſtian King. There 
& can be no doubt of the Wiſdom of all the 
% Three, and we are well aſſured of the Love 
c of the two firſt to this Nation. But are 

£ Princes of all others the moſt competent 
40 1 — of a Country's gaining or loſing by 
«© Trade? or are they more likely to know 
« than the Officers of their Cuſtoms, when 

« the Imports are over-ballanced by the Ex- 
rts ? 

© But after all, what if theſe Princes have 
never _ any Judgment in this Matter? 
« Firſt, it does not appear that the French 
«« King was ever of Opinion that his own 
“ Country loſt, or that 25 ngland was a Gainer 
« by the Commerce of both Nations. Yes, 
& fays that Author, he has tacitly owned it, 
ac by raiſing his Cuſtoms, and laying his Pro- 


«6 hibitions; 
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« hibitions ; and that he could do this for no 
« other Reaſon, than to put a Check to the 
« Imports of our Goods, that his own Sub- 
« jects might not be impoveriſhed, and Eng- 
« [and enriched at their Expence. 

« Rut this Writer muſt be told that that 
« Prince might do this for another Reaſon ; 


„ he might do it, that the Trade which was. 
4 before carried on to the Advantage of 


' « France, and Diſadvantage of England, 


d might be rendered ſtill more beneficial to 


' « France, and more ruinous to this Kingdom. 


To explain this Matter by an Example: 


j 
| 


© « Suppoſe that our Exports to France had 


te been of the yearly Value of half a Million, 


« and that the Goods imported thence were 


&« three times that yearly Value, it is plain, 
« our Trade in that Caſe had been a loſing 
« Trade, and that upon the Ballance we muſt 
&« have paid a Million Sterling to that King- 
« dom ; indeed you have made it probable 
te that we paid a great deal more. But if his 
“ Prohibitions or high Duties had ſtill leſſened 
c our Exports, muſt not the Ballance againſt 
cus have ſtill increaſed ? muſt not the Trade 
e have become ſtil more ruinous to this Nati- 
on, by reaſon of thoſe Prohibitions ? That 
& Prince therefore might ſtill lay on his Prohi- 
e bitions, not to deprive us of againful Trade, 
“but to make it ſtill a more loſing one to us, 
* anda more beneficial one to his own Peo- 
© ple. So that it cannot be concluded from 
* the Prohibitions and Increaſe of the Duties 
« in France, that the French Trade was bene- 


Le ficial to us, or ruinous to the French Nation. 


He 
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þ | « He ſuppoſes the French King would not 

| | be the Aggreſſor in this Caſe, left we ſhouli 
1 & have retaliated upon him by high Dutig 
| 


c and Prohibitions upon the French Import; 
& fo that by graſping at greater, he might 
4 ce have loſt the preſent Advantages of that 
. «© Trade. 

1 « Not to inſiſt here upon the Inſpector- 
4 &« General's Anſwer to this, which you hay: 
14 cited upon ſome other Occaſion, that Franz 
i | &« has all along treated us, as if the Genius i 
J &« that Nation had got a perfect Aſcendant ma 
c that of England; I mutt give this Anſwer 
[ | «© to the Mercator, That that wiſe Prince ha 
6 generally known how much his Neighbour 
c would endure before they would be provok 
cc ed to retaliate ; and beſides, there are Ways 


—  — 4 I, 


| 1 & and Means to keep off this Retaliation. The 

| ſl & Penſions in the Reign of King Charles I 3 

| l | & are too notorious to be forgotten, they are R 

$14 & the Subjects of ſome of the Memoirs and 5 
1 & Letters of our Ambaſſadors and Miniſters d I 

35 0 6 State at that time. It was certainly worth 5 

S | & the while of the French King to have given 

a+ & then a hundred Thouſand Pounds per 4. 


| & among the Miniſters to hinder a Prohibition 
11 &« in England, and to fave a Trade which per- 
if & haps was above ten times that value to Ii 
| & own Subjects, that is, to himſelf, ſince he 
= & has the abſolute Command, and is the Ma- 
1 cc ſter of every one's Property. If his mot 
| & Chriſtian Majeſty would have thought ii: 
+ & to part with a hundred Thouſand Pound: 
l & per Ann. for ſuch a Purpoſe, I believe we 

| | | „have formerly had Miniſters of State in Ex- 
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© « land, who would have been ready to fell him q: 
hou: a very good Penny-worth, and perhaps ten | 
ee times as great a Value from their native 
% Country. 9 Y | 
mich « Without ſome ſuch Reaſon as this, it 2 Probi- 
* the will not be eaſy to account why it was fo * | 
i hard to obtain the Prohibiting Act in that . 
or. »Reięn, and why in 1678 there was no o- 
ther Way to come at it, than by tacking it 1 
„„ do a Capitation. 
His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty therefore, 
might very well be the Aggreſſir in this 
Caſe, he might lad our Trade with Cuſtoms, 
and interrupt it with Prohibitions, becauſe 
che might have the Addreſs and Skill to pre- 
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vent the like Practices in England, not be- f ! 
( © cauſe he thought our Trade either ruinous ll | 
to his own Country, or beneficial to this 1 
Kingdom. Our Legiſlators in the Pream- l ; 
ble of their Prohibition Act, in the Reign 9 
of King Charles II. have expreſly affirm- 6 | 
ed, that the French Importations were ruin- vw 
« ous to this Nation; but his moſt Chri- | | 
„ ſtian Majeſty's Prohibitions or high Du- f! 
= © ties, are no Demonſtration, that he ever '\ 
thought his People loſt upon the Ballance of "| 
their Trade with Exgland, or that they were N 
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not always very great Gainers by that 
Inde. 
* The Truth is, the French Nation has Reaſons | 
been now above 50 Years labouring at the — Teri 
| 
Woollen Manufactures ; and as faſt as they en foreign 8 
increaſed in Skill, the French King, like a Manufac- | 
wiſe Prince, made it his Endeavour to re- | g 
move every Obſtruction, The Woollen | 
„% Manu- 
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« Manufactures of England and other Coun. 
c tries were the chief Obſtruction, there. 
« fore firſt, high Duties were laid on the ſo- 
& reign Manufactures by the Tariff of 1664, 
te thele were doubled by the Tariff of 166) 
«« and when at laſt the French Manufacture 
« came to be able to ſupply that whole Coun- 
& try, then the foreign Manufactures were 
« prohibited. In the whole Progreſs of thi 
4 Matter, he has ſhewn a Reſolution to make 
& Trade as beneficial as poſſible to his own 
& People; but has given no Opinion at al, 
& that upon the Ballance of the whole Expom 
« and Imports between England and Fran, 
4 the former was the Gainer. 

« So much for the Evidence of his mot 
« Chriſtian Majefty. His other perſonal E/. 
« dence is that of the late King William ant 
„ Queen Aary ; they it ſeems, declar'd ther 
« Opinion, that the French Trade was alway WW 
< beneficial to this Nation, before the In 
t terruptions given on that ſide by Probib- 
« tions and high Duties. A wonderful A. 
„ gument this! And ſuch as muſt need 
« force the Aſſent of every Man in the King 
« dom! F 

« And when was it theſe Princes declare 
te their Opinion in this Matter? In the Be 
« pinning of the Year 1689. They can 
« into England the latter End of the Ye! 
6& 1688, and they had a long time, andi 
« great deal of Leiſure to inſtruct them. 
6& ſelves in the whole Value of the Fu 
6 Trade, by the Beginning of 1689. 11 
t ſuch wretched Stuff as this, are the Adr 

4 Cate 
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© « cates of the French Trade reduced for their 
a Support |! 

„ But in what have King Villiam and 
% Queen Mary declared their Opinion for 
di the French Trade? Why, in their Decla- 
t ration of War, in the Beginning of the 
% Year 1689, againſt the French King, they 
* charge this Prince with a Deſign to deſtroy 
= « our Trade with France, upon which the 
 « Wealth and Safety of this Nation ſo much de- 
L pend. 

| . As for Queen Mary, ſhe had no part of 
e the Adminiſtration. Her Name was join- 
= « ed to the King's for Form ſake. But it is 
e highly probable that the Declaration of War 
vas never read to her for her Approbation: 
8s that here is an End of her Perſonal Evi- 

4 dence. 

4 But how ſhall this be faid to be an Evi- 
% dence of the King's Judgment concerning 


„ the Frewch Trade? The Declaration is a 


Declaration of War; that is the principal 
"7 © thing. It is indeed cuſtomary in ſuch Caſes, 

een < to heap up as many Aggravations as poſſ- 
dle, fo that thoſe Words in the Declaration 
„ concerning our Trade, willrather be thought 
to be the Words of a Secretary, than of the 
b hlate King, who cannot be preſum'd, after 
= © ſo ſhort an Acquaintance with England, to 
“ have had any clear Knowledge of our Pro- 
e fit or Loſs by our Trade with France. For 
* this, he might very well content himſelf 
with the Suggeſtions of his Council; and 
dy what has happened in our Memories, it 

** 1s very poſſible for a Prince's Council to be 


L miſtaken. « But 
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«© But after all, what if there is nothing ij 
& the Declaration which either ſuggeſts or im- 
& plies, that the french Trade was ever bene. 
& ficial to this Kingdom The Words Cited 
& by this Man, to be a Part of the Declarati- 
4 on of the King are theſe, His forbidding the 
& [Importation of a great Part of the Product and 
& Manufattures of the Kingdom, and impoſi 
exorbitant Cuſtoms upon the reſt, are ſufficint 
& Evidences of his Dejign to deſtroy the Trade m 
& which the /Vealth and Safety of this Nati ſt 
% much depend. 

Now to ſhew the Honeſty of this WI. 
& ter, even this Argument, as poor a one 28 
&« jt is, he durit not offer to his Readers, til 
& he had mangled the Words, and left out the 
* molt Principal of that Part of the Declare 
“ tion. The very Words, as they ſtand in 
& the Declaration of War, are as follow: 
% Forbidding the Importation of a great Part if 
„the Product and Manufattures of the King- 
& dom, and impoſing exorbitant Cuſtoms upon the 
& Reſt, NOTWITHSTANDING THE 
& VAST ADV ANTAGES HE AND THE 
« FRENCH NATION REAP BY THEIR 
«© COMMERCE WITH ENGLAND, or: 
& ſufficient, &c. Here he has artfully enough 
cc left out theſe laſt Words, becauſe they did 
© not make at all for his Argument. For 
„could the Trade be ſo very beneficial to 
% England,- and yet the French King and his 
« Subjects reap ſuch vaſt Advantages by our 
Commerce? Forgeries, and Omiſſions of 
c the moſt principal Parts of Records, art 
4 {mall things with him. 
6 But 
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in WW < But the Words (whether as quoted by 
im. ( the Mercator, or as they ſtand in the De- 
ne. claration) do by no means imply, that 
ited ( the Wealth and Safety of the Nation de- 
a- pend on our Trade to France. They do, 
the no doubt, upon our Trade with the whole 
„ World, tho' that with France is very rui- 
nous; and if the laſt is made ſtill more 
in WW ruinous by the French King's Prohibitions 
and high Duties, the Profit of our Trade 
nþ Wo with the whole Commercial World is fo 

much the leſs, and the Wealth and Safety 
'ri- of England cannot depend ſo much upon 
es it. This is the moſt that can be imply'd 
till [ by the Words ; it can never be the Mean- 

ing of thoſe who penn'd the Declarati- 
a- on, that the Wealth and Safety of this 
| in Nation depended on our Trade to France 
W: if it had, King William would never have 
rt if # begun that War, which was an entire 
ine WE Interruption of that Trade. But theſe 


the People, I believe, are the very firſt that e- 
HE RE ver brought a Declaration of War, to prove 
che great Advantages of any particular 
Trade. I am, Sir, &c, 
ar: 

ugh WF FOSTCR 1 £3: 


Fer I am ſorry, Sir, J have taken up ſo much 
| to WE of your Time upon an Argument that 
does not deſerve an Anſwer. I will endea- 
vour to make you amends by a ſhort Poſt- 
ſeript. 
*© The Mercator has affirm'd, that we are 
in a lamentable Condition, for want of the 
Treaty 


2 
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« Treaty of Commerce; for our 
c fay he, are prohibited in France, whe 
& as the French Linens, and other Many. 
c factures, may be imported here with high 
c Duties, and after having drawn back the 
«© Duties, may be re-exported to our Plants 
£ tions. | } | 
IN. Draw» But you ought to have told this Wii i 
— c Jong ago, that the Act of Parliament ha 
—_ 6 laid the high Duty of 25 per Cent. ad val. 
| & rem on French Goods, and that no Provif 
on is made in that or any other Act, for: 
&« Draw-back of any Part of that ” 8 
& that they cannot be exported to our Plant» WE 
ce tions, but with that whole Load of C. 
c ftoms. When the Law impoſes a Duty, 
«© and makes no Proviſion for a Draw-back, 
& the whole Duty ftill remains; and as lug 
4 28 it does, there is no great danger of ou 5 
© Plantations dealing much in the Manuf 
6 tures of that Nation. $22 | 


Reaſons why the French ought not to int t 
any Rœuuction of Duties on their Wines. Wi 
Neither the Price nor Quantity of Frend i 
Mines have ben abated by any of our fi 
mer high Duties. \# 


Reciprocal 1 dhall proceed to conſider the chief Artic 7 
Ducies con- 1 of Exports and Imports between us 11 
— 1 , France; and firſt, what reciprocal Duties wi 
egual be- be ſufficient in each Country, to make tt 
Ci Value of the one as great as the other, and t 

n hinder a Ballance in Gold or Silver going 7 
eite 


= a <= . — ü; 
— — — 
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% eicher Country; and ſecondly, Whether fuch 
ta Reciprocation of Duties is provided. for by 
. the late Treaty of Commerce between us and 
0 g Trance. 

de ln the firſt Place, I ought to obſerve what 


Goods of both Countries ought to be excepted 
© from this Equality or Reciprocation of Duties. 


ter To which I make this general Anſwer, that all 
hu ſuch ought to be excepted as are peculiar to the 
1 Grouth of either Country. For example, Sup- 
i poſe that equal Duties of 5, or 10, or 15 per 
ri Cent. of the real Value, were ſufficient to ena- 
bie us to ſell as great a Value of Woollen Ma- 
BE nufactures to France, as France could import 
upon us of Silks and Linens ;. then in theſe two 
1 Articles, an Equality of Duties were all that is 
to be required in either Country. But this can 
be no Reaſon: why no more of the real Value 


ſhall be impoſed: on the Wines that ſhali be im- 
ported from Hunce into Grat Britain, becauſe 
we have no Wines of our own: Growth, and 
can import none ſo good as thoſe of France 
from any other Country. So that if equal Du- 
ties on the Woollen Manufactures of Britain, 
and the Silks and Linens of France, would 
make the Ballance even between both Coun- 
tries in thoſe two Articles, and only equal Du- 
ties ſhould: be impoſed: on French Wines, or 
not enough to amount to a Prohibition, the 


, & whole Value of the Wines that ſhall be impor- 
1 ted, will be a Ballance againſt Great Britain. 
Wines therefore ouglit to be excepted: out of 


F this Equality or Reciprocation of Duties. 
$ Great Britain ought to be left at Liberty to 
oy 'mpoſe on Wines at her Diſcretion, to prevent 
the Payment of any Ballance, 'This 
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- the Price, 


for ſundry 


Years, 


Imports of 
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This is admirably well treated by the Mer. ii 

chants in 1674, who made ſome Propoſals ts 

the Commiſſioners then appointed for a Trex ; 
of Commerce with France, in the Explam - 

tion of their Propoſals. 
Their third Propoſal was, that there might 

be an Equality of Duties according to the true 

Value of the Goods exported and imported be i 


cc 

tween both Countries. But then foreſeeing tht } 
France would object againſt this Equality of WWW « 
Duties to be laid on the Manufactures of ed . 
Country, Wc 
That his Majeſty hath laid great Impſitimsn q 
French Wines and Brandy, which (as they n < 
ſuppoſe or pretend) may be prejudicial to France q 
both in DUANTITY and PRICE. To « 4 
this the Merchants anſwer as follows, 6 
&« Firſt, That in Fact it is far otherwiſe; e; 

cc for that ſince his Majeſty's impoſing tho e 
4 Duties, the Quantities of Wine and B. „ 7 
« dy imported into England from France have Ie 
cc been far greater, and purchaſed at md i «cc n 
« higher Prizes than before. n 
From Michaelmas 1663 to Michaem e tt 
66 1664, there were imported into the Pf << 
c of London 6828 Tuns of French Wine: WW «c } 
« And the Quantity of Brandy was then WW p 
& ſmall, that it deſerves not to be noted. t 
« From Michaelmas 1667 to Michazini 7 
« 1669, being after the raiſing the Dutis ir 
«© on thoſe Commodities, there were import b 
ed into the Port of London in the ſaid tw tl 
40 Vears, „ 7 
% About 17,000 Tuns of Wine, * 
About 3000 Tuns of Brandy. te h; 


«« Fron 
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« From Michaelmas 1672 to Michaelmas 
1674, being two Years, were imported 
(into the Port of London, upwards of 22, 
Foo Tuns of Wine. 
„ln Amo 1667, the Year preceding the 
« [aſt great Impoſition, the Price of Langone 
« Wines in France was not above 43 Crowns 
« per Tun clear on board, 
« In Anno 1668 the Price was 47 Crowns 
« In Anno 1669 — 54 Crowns 
In Anno 1670 — 53 Crowns 
«© In Anno 1671 ——— — 55 Crowns 
In Anno 1672 — 50 Crowns 
In Anno 1673 — 56 Crowns 
= © And this Year, Anno 1674, 70 Crowns 
per Tun, clear on board, 
And all Sorts of Clarets are riſen double 
in Price ſince the Year 1667 ; fo that it is 
evident that the Impoſitions on Wines and 
Brandy in England are only on his Maje- 
« ſty's Subjects, on the Conſumption, and do 
no ways impair the Trade of thoſe Com- 
modities, either in Quantity or Price, to 
( the People of France. 
2. We anſwer, That Impoſitions in 
Ergland on Wine and Brandy cannot pro- 
b perly be objected againſt the Reduction of 
the Impoſitions on Engliſb Manufactures in 
Huance; for that the French Manufactures 
imported into England do not only anſwer, 
but exceedingly much ſurmount in Value 
„the Englißb 1 imported into 
France: So that the Wine and Brandy 
© ſtands upon a diſtin Foot, and the French 
* have wholly the Advantage thereof above 
Vor, IL I « the 


— 


O 


« the Engliſh.” That is, they have a} 
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lance againſt us upon all the other Goods for 
ported and imported between the two M ©: 
tions; and therefore the whole Price paid H . 


French Wines is ſo much added to that M Ye 


lance, ſo much clear Gain to that Countn 10 
And for this Reaſon then the Merch for 
thought the French Wines ought not to wlll 
comprehended in the above-mentioned Reg 


procation or Equality of Duties between ti 


two Nations, but be left to our Diſcretion e 
deal with them as we thought fit. 8 

But many things are very remarkable in h 
above-mention'd Allegations of the Mer cha 
and every one againſt the Mercator. 

Firſt, That the Increaſe of Duties did wil 
leſſen the Conſumption of French Wines, ti 
Importation of them increaſed preſently ati 
the Impoſition of the high Duties; they wal 
before not above 6850 Tuns, they increlli 
preſently after to 8500, and ſo on to aba 
11,000 Tuns. 

What then is become of his Maxim, Tl 
Dearneſs of Commodities leſſens the Conſum 
tion? Here it is plain the Conſumption inc! 
ſed, notwithſtanding the Price. I have ſhe 
that it ſtill increaſed even after the laſt high 
ties were almoſt doubled, in the firſt Yea 
King James II. How then will he be able 
maintain his Maxim againſt fo plain a Mau 
of Fact? But the Truth is, as Luxury i 
creaſes, ſumptuary Laws are hardly able 


provide againſt it. . | WL 
The next thing is, as to the Price of f pe 
Wines, the Mercator's French Wines ale M 
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ver above 8 or J. at a Medium; and there- 
fore by turns he has been very angry with the 
OLD SCHEME for the Valuation of 
French Wines at 121. 106. per Tun in the 
Year 1669, with the Britiſb Merchant for 171. 
10s. per Tun in 1685, and with the Guardian 
for 25 J. per Tun at this time of Day. 

Behold here the Prices of Langoon Wines, 
the cheap White Wines of France / In 1668, 
47 Crowns, or even tho' the Exchange were 
at Par, 10 J. 115. 6 d. per Tun; in 1669, 
54 Crowns, or 12 J. 3s. per Tun; in 1670, 
11 I. 18s. 6 d. in 1671, 12 J. 7 5. 6d. in 
1672, 50 Crowns, or 11/. 5s. in 1673, 56 
= Crowns, 127. 125. and in 1674, 75 Crowns, 
vB or 16/7. 175. 6 4. By which we may ſee 
NS that the Prices of French Wines have been 
8 gradually increaſing ſince the Year 1668, and 
os that even the Prices of the loweſt Wines are 
very little ſhort of that in the Scheme for the 
beſt and the worſt together. 

But the Quantities of Graves Clarets, Pon- 
tacks, and other dear Wines, being added to 
the Langoon Wines, will make it hard to be- 
lieve that the Price of all Sorts of Wine im- 
ported in 1669, could come out at leſs than 
121. 10s. at a Medium, eſpecially ſince Cla- 
rets have been generally the Draught in this 
Kingdom; and of theſe the Merchants ſay 
in 1674, the Price of 1668 had been quite 
doubled. 

My Adverſary takes his Price of 8 or 9 /. 
per Tun from the Inſpector-General, who ap- 
peals to the Merchants of that Time. The 
Merchants of that Time, to whom he makes 
12 his 
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his Appeal, know of no ſuch Price as $ or g 
per Tun, and have accordingly here juſtifel 
the very Price of 12 J. 105. in the SCHEME 
The gradual Riſe from that time makes it cre 
dible, that the Britiſßh Merchant was in the 
right in his Price of 17 /. 10s. 

His Objection againſt this Price, as if | 
would juſtify the Breach of the Portugal Tres 
ty, fince French Wines at ſuch Price wer 
likely to give very little ObſtruCtion to thok 
of Portugal, has been already anſwered ; ani 
I demonſtrated, that the Price of Frm 
Wines, even with Portugal Duties upon them, 
would be 405. per Tun cheaper than thoſe d 
Portugal for ſeveral Years laſt paſt at a Medi 
um; and that even tho they ſhould be at the 
Guardian's Price of 25 l. per Tun, they woull 
not be above T'wo-pence per Quart dearer: 
And can any Man then imagine that they 
would not be the common Draught of this 
Kingdom? 

For my own part, I can ſee nothing les 
than 10 or 12000 Tuns of French Wines it 
20 to 25/1, per Tun, to be imported either 
fairly or clandeſtinely, to our Loſs of 2 0 


300,000 /. per ann. if the Treaty of Com- F 


merce ſhould be made effectual; that is, it 
France ſhall in all things be as much favoured 
as the Nations the moſt favoured. But the 
Value of her other Goods and Manufacture 
imported upon us will ſo much ſurmount, % 
our Merchants ſay, that of all the Goods we 
ſhall be able to ſend to that Country upon the 
Foot of the late Treaty, I make no doubt ſhe 


will eaſily give up the Article of Wines ri | 
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he ſake of the Ballance ſhe is likely to gain in 
Ether Articles; unleſs ſhe ſhould refolve to 
Nahere to it, not only for the ſake of her own 
profit, but that we may break with Portugal, 
and deſtroy one of the moſt profitable Trades 
Ve ever had in Furepe. 

They were Merchants, and French Mer- 


— 
4 A 
> . 
7 
3 
® 


+ WS chants too, and indeed all that were eminent 
in that Trade in the Year 1674, who made 
le che Repreſentation from whence TI have taken 
nl BS this Extract. Some of them too were very 
much in the Favour of the Court; one of 
„them, as I remember, was made a Commiſ- 


o WW fon-Alderman by the late King James for the 
City of London, after that City had been ille- 


be WW cally deprived of her Charter; ſo that they 


could not be all faid to be a PARTY, or a 


Ih 
': FACTION againſt the Court. Yet in this 
chey agreed one and all, That he French Ma- 
us BW ufafures (even without Wines and Brandy) in- 
WW ported into England, did not only anſwer, but 
4 i W exceedingly much ſurmount in Value the Engliſh 
« MAanufactures imported into France; ſ that, 
did they, the Wine and the Brandy ſtands upon 
r diſtinct Foot, and the French have wholly the 
l- Advantage __ above the Engliſh. The 
Meaning of this Part of the Repreſentation is, 
chat the French Manufactures imported into 
e E1:2/and vaſtly over-ballanced all our Exporta- 
G) tions to that Country, and that the whole Coſt 
of Wine and Brandy was ſo much added to the 
e Ballance againſt England. That France, beſides 
c a vaſt Profit by the reſt of our Trade, gained 
e clear the whole Coſt of Wine and Brandy 


from this Nation. 
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The Repreſentation ſhews, that notwith- 
ſtanding tho high additional Duties impoſed on 


French Wines in England, notwithſtanding 


the Increaſe of their Coſt in France from the 
Year 1663 to 1674, yet the Importation con- 
tinued every Year increaſing. 

The Duties were doubled in the firſt of 
King James II. in the Year 1685 : and by the 


- Invoices of that Time it appears, that the 


Coſt of Wines clear on board in France was 
vaſtly increaſed beyond that of the Years be- 
fore-mentioned ; and yet the Quantity im- 
ported in that and the following Years, and 
entered at the Cuy/tom- Houſe, was vaſtly great. 
er than at any time before, when the Coſt and 
the Duties were a great deal leſs. 

'The Uſe I would make of this is, that ſmall 
Impoſitions may be ſufficient to reſtrain Lux- 
ury in its Infancy ; but when it is once grown 
up, and has taken hold of a Nation, it grows 
out of the Reach of the ſevereſt ſumptuary 
Laws that can be made. 

We have indeed ſince made the Duties a 
high again upon the Wines of France as thoſe 
of other Nations; and yet it is very much to 
be queſtioned whether even this would have 
much leſſened the Conſumption, if a War at 
the ſame time with France had not made a to- 
tal Interruption of all manner of Commerce 
with that Nation, if this had not made it very 
penal to the Importer : and yet we remember, 
even during the War, how greedily thele 
Wines were ſought after by Gentlemen at 


fometimes double, often at treble the Coſt of 


thoſe of Portugal and other Nations. 


Peace 
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Peace at laſt has opened the Trade to France, 
but the high Duties ſtill remain, and the Cu- 
ſtoms are pretty well looked after by the nu- 
merous Officers at the Port of London. And 
vet we ſee the Importation of French W incs 
has increaſed at the Port of London; but for 
the Coaſt of Great Britain, which is of vait 
Extent, and not fo well attended, what Quan- 
tities mult we believe have been clandeſtinely 
imported? Every Gentleman upon the Coaſt 
drinks his French Wine at lefs than the very 
Cott of the Duties. If thefe then ſhould be 
levelled to thoſe of the Nations the molt fa- 
voured, according to the late Treaty of Com- 
merce, can we be fo fond as to imagine that 
they will not be the common Draught of this 
Kingdom? and that the Importation of Portu- 
gal Wines will not be reduced again to the 
Quantity of 2 or 300 Tuns per Ann. 

Clarets, formerly the Drink of almoſt no 
other Country except Great Britain, are now 
arrived at ſuch Reputation in ſo many other 
Places, that the Coſt of them in France has 
been gradually increaſing above forty Years ; 
and if the Merchants would produce their In- 
voices of ſome of the laſt Years, the Prices 
would appear double to what is repreſented by 
the Merchants in the Year 1669 ; and yet e- 
ven at this double Price they have been de- 
manded. But if the Duties ſhall be levelled to 
thoſe of the Nations the moſt favoured, even 
at the advanced Price, they will be imported 
almoſt as cheap as the Wines of Portugal ; 
and if the Qualities of both ſhall be conſider- 
ed, a great deal cheaper. And can we que- 
I 4 ſtion 


4.4 of 
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ſtion then that they will be the common 
Draught of Great Britain ? 

It is therefore exceſſively focliſh in the 
Mercator to argue from 40 or 50 Years paſt 
to the preſent Time; to argue from the Quan- 
tities then imported, that we ſhall now import 
2 great deal leſs, becauſe of the Increaſe of the 
Duties from 7 J. 10 s. to 27 J. and of the firſt 
Coſt of the Wines from 12 /. 10 s. to double 
that Coſt, that we ſhall import leſs than we did 
in thoſe Years. Experience and Fact are a- 
gainſt his Argument. The Conſumption has 
increaſed with the Coſt and the Duties. Sump- 


tuary Laws are ſcarce ſufficient to reſtrain the 


growing Luxury of a Nation; and I muſt be- 
lieve that I have been modeſt in my Calculati- 
on of 10 or 12000 Tuns of Wine to be an- 
nually imported from France even at the firſt 
Coſt of 25 J. and under the Duty of 271 
per Tun, which added to the Profit of the 
Importer and Retailer, will not altogether 
make thoſe Wines above 18 or 20 d. fer 
Quart. If this ſhould be the Caſe, France will 
drain us every Year of 250000 J. for Wines. 
The next Article is their Brandy. The 
Importation of this was inconfiderable in 1663, 
according to the Repreſentation of the Mer- 
chants, and not worth their Notice. The 
Duty then was but a Trifle. But tho? Brandy 
then could be afforded fo very cheap, yet it 
was in very little uſe in England; it was not 
the faſhionable Luxury of this Kingdom, it 
was but then beginning to creep in upon us. 
Soon after a high Duty was laid upon it, and 
then the Merchants repreſent that from Mi- 
chaelmas 
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chaelmas 1667 to Michaelmas 1669, about 


3000 Tuns were imported, . that is, about 
1500 Tuns per ann. 

The Mercator would have us believe, that 
ſo large an Importation was owing to the Con- 
ſumption of the old Stock by the Fire of the 
City of London, | ' 

To confute this Imagination, we read in 
the above-mentioned Repreſentation of the 
Merchants, that from Michaelmas 1671 to 
Michaelmas 1673, there were imported into 
London above 7315 Tuns of Brandy, above 
3657 Tuns per ann. This for London only, 
beſides what was imported at the Out-Ports. 
Was this too owing to the Fire of Londen, 
which happened ſo many Years before ? 

We may ſee therefore that this Part of our 
Luxury was then making large Steps into this 
Kingdom, that it was ruſhing in vpon us in 
ſpite of the Duties, which were then thought 
to be very high, 

The Merchants therefore might very well 
ſuppoſe the annual Importation of Brandy to 
be 4000 Tuns, as they do in the OLD 
SCHEME, when it was already arrived to 
that Quantity, The fame Merchants that 
crew this Repreſentation, were the very Per- 
ions that preſented with it the OLD 
SCHEME to the Commiſſioners then appoin- 
ted for making a Treaty of Commerce with 
France. - ASK 

It is manifeſt that the Merchants never in- 
tended to have it thought, that 4000 Tuns of 


3 Brandy were imported from Michaelmas 1668 


to Michaelmas 1669, ſince the very ſame Per- 
I 5 ſons 
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ſons have in their Repreſentation ſuppoſed the 
whole Quantity imported from Michaelmas 166; 
to Michaelmas 1669, two Years, to be ng 
more than 3000 Tuns of Brandy; they coul 
not therefore make the Quantity 4000 Tun 
for one of thoſe Years. The 4000 Tun 
; therefore they ſuppoſed might be the Quantity 
of our future annual Importations, according 
to the Meaſure of the two Years from M- 
chaelmas 1671 to Michaelmas 167 3, when al- 
moſt 4000 Tuns per ann. were imported into 
the Port of London. The OLD SCHEME 
has not fixed juſt 4000 Tuns of Brandy for the 
Importation of 1668-9. The Article is word. 
ed thus, 4000 TUNS OF BRANDY ONE 


' YEAR WITH ANOTHER; which ſhew 


them to have had a particular Eye to the val 
Increaſe of that Importation in ſucceeding 
Years. 

But that which deſerves our chief Obſervation 
in the Increaſe of our Expence of Brandy, , 


that it was then growing apace upon the Nati- W 

on; and perhaps neither Cuſtoms nor Exciſe: Wl 
had been able to hinder the open or clandeſtine 
Importation of this Commodity, if at laſt a 
War had not come on with France, which was Wi 
a total Interruption of all manner of Commerce 


with that Nation. 


But did this put an end to the Luxury, which 
was very far advanced? No, from the Loſs of 
this beloved Brandy, we fell immediately to 
ſupplying the Want of it with Malt-Spirits, and 


ſome drawn from Moloſſes, far below the Va- 


lue of French Brandy; but yet we madea W : 
ſhift with it, when Brandy could not be impor- BY 
ted, Our * 5 
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Our Manufacture of Malt-Spirits increafed 
by this means to 1,600,000 Gallons per ann. 


Quarters of our Malt, to the great Improve- 
ment of the Landed Intereſt. 

But where is the Carman or the Porter, who 
would not rather chuſe a Quart of French Bran- 
dy than a Gallon of Malt-Spirits? And yet if 
the Cuſtoms and Exciſes on the former ſhall be 
reduced to 51 /. per Tun, French Brandy will 
not be three times the Price of our Malt-Spi- 
rits. Brandy is drawn from the loweſt pric'd 
Wines, and is commonly fold at 20, feldom 
more than 25 J. per Tun in France ; fo that 
thoꝰ the Cuſtoms and Exciſes ſhould be at 51 /. 
per Tun, they will be afforded at 6s. and 8 d. 
per Gallon. And then can any one imagine, 
that we ſhall not bid farewel to Malt-Spirits in 
this Kingdom ? Whether Gentlemen will con- 
tentedly hear of the Loſs of ſuch a Market for 
their Malt, or whether they can believe the 
Value of their Lands will not be impaired by 
ſuch a Loſs, belongs to them to conſider ; for 
my own part, I am only conſidering the Loſs 
of the whole Kingdom. If the Duties ſhould 
be reduced according to the Terms of the late 
[reaty, I muſt believe that 2000 Tuns per 
ann. will be entered at the Cu/tom- Houſe ; and 
no Man can be ſure that half that Quantity 
ought not to be allowed for clandeſtine Im- 
portation: At 20 J. per Tun, the Coſt of 
3020 Tuns per am. amounts to 60,000 J. fo 
much ought to be added to the Ballance againſt 
England, 


Theſe 
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which made a Conſumption of at leaſt 80,000 dr. 
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Theſe two Articles of Wines and Brandy 
are likely to add above 300,000 /. per ann. to 
the Ballance againſt England, and this too for 
the Luxury of the People. 

The Wines we import from Portugal and 
Italy we purchaſe for our Manufactures, and 
for the Product of our Lands, ſince we receive 
a Ballance from thoſe Countries : And are we 
fure we ſhall not abate of our Exportations in 
proportion to the Quantity of Wines we ſhall 
ceaſe to take from them? What will the Lands 
and the People of England ſuffer by the Loſs of 
theſe Markets for ſuch a Value of our Manu- 
factures? And will Gentlemen be contented 
not only with this Loſs, but that we ſhould pay 
France 250,000 l. per ann. for the Wines of 
that Country ? 

Our Malt-Spirits are entirely the Product 
of our Lands, and the Labour of our People ; 
and will Gentlemen be contented to pay 60,- 
oO J. per ann. to France for Brandy, that a 
Market of equal Value may be loſt for our 
Malt-Spirits ? 

I am glad at all times of ſumptuary Laws a- 
gainſt Luxury: But ſince it is hard to provide 
againſt it, let our People pay their own Coun- 
try, and not France, for their Luxury. 
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A Calculation of the annual Value of Linens 
conſumed by England and our Plantati- 
0ns. 

The Linen ug made in England, 
pays the whole Value of it to our Lands, 
and the Labour of our People. 

And ſo does that imported now from other 
Countries. 

The Value of our own Linen Manufacture. 

The Value of foreign Linens imported. 

French Linens never paid any thing to the 
Lands or Labourers of England. 

They deprived both of a Value equal to the Va- 
lue of thoſe Linens. 


TheValue 7 French Linens heretofore annually 
imported. 6 


1 N heretofore was the largeſt ſingle French Li- 
Article of our French Imports in the Cu- 2 
ſtom-bouſe Books, equal to almoſt thrice the Tagera * 
Value of all our Woollen Manufactures expor- France, 
ted to France, equal to almoſt all our Exports 
to that Nation of all kinds whatſoever. This 
is clear even by the Accounts from the Cuſtom- 
houſe, which cannot be defective as to the 
Quantity of exported Goods, the large Allow- 
ances ought to be made beyond the Entries for 
Goods clandeſtinely imported, as I have alrea- 
dy ſhewn, and I ſhall ſhew more particular- 
ly with reſpe&t to the Article of French Li- 
nens. 7 

If the Duties on French Linens are to be re- 
duced by the late Treaty of Commerce to thoſe 
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on the Nations the moſt favoured, there is lit. 
tle Reaſon to believe that this Importation wil 
not be as great as ever ; for what is an Half. 
penny per Ell beyond the former Duty? 

But Gentlemen are in no great Pain upon 
this Account ; they think we can ſuffer very 
little by the Loſs of our Linen ManufaRures; 
and as for what ſhall be imported from abroad, 
they think they may be imported from Fran 
with as little Detriment to England as from any 
other Country whatſoever. 

In all this they have too cheap an Eſtimati- 
on of Linens made in England, and of the Ad- 
vantages accruing to us by our Importation of 
this Manufacture from other Countries ſince 
the Interruption of our Commerce- with the 
French Nation. I ſhall endeavour now to give 
them other Thoughts of this Matter, by ſhew- 
ing, 
Þ irſt, The Value of the Linen Manufactures 

made in England; 
And Secondly, The Advantages accruing to 
us by our Importation of German and other 
Country Linens ſince the Interruption of our 

French Commerce. 
Computation For the Firſt, I believe every Man will rea- 
— dily agree, that the Linens, whether of our 
Linencon- Own or foreign Manufacture, which are annu- 
fumed in ally conſumed in England only, are very conſi- 
% derable. If I ſhou'd affirm, that the Enelijh 
People great and ſmall, rich and poor one with 
another, conſume in Shirts, Sheets, Table- 


linen, and all other domeſtick Uſes, the annual 


Value of 5 s. I believe there is not one Man 


in a hundred that wou'd not Jaugh at me for 
rating 
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rating the annual Conſumption of the People in 


Linen at too low a Value. 

And yet if the People of England are rightly 
computed at ſeven Millions, this Number 
multiplied by five Shillings, will produce thirty 
five Millions of Shillings, or one Million ſeven 
hundred and fifty thouſand Pounds Sterling. 
The annual Conſumption of every one, at five 
Shillings per Head at a Medium, will amount 
to ſo great a Sum. 

If to this ſhall be added, the Canvaſs for 
our Shipping, and coarſe Cloths for the Pack- 
age, and embaling of Goods and Merchandi- 
zes, and alſo the Conſumption of our Planta- 
tions in the Yeft-Indies, which before the Uni- 
on were ſerved only from England, I believe 
no Man will think me extravagant, in rating 
the whole annual Conſumption of Linens at 
1,750,000 J. 

If all the Linens annually conſum'd in Eng- Importance 
land were of her own Growth and Manufacture % Linen 
from the Flaxſeed to the Draper's Shop, I be- , Wee. 
= lieve no Man could doubt the Advantages of 
it to this Kingdom ; the annual Conſumption 
of 1,750,000 l. Value of Linen, all our own 
Manufacture, wou'd not be brought to pay 
leſs for Flax to the Lands than a fifth Part of 
that Sum, and four fifth Parts to the Labour 
of our People. A Manufacture which ſhou'd 
pay theſe reſpective Sums to the Lands and 
Labour of England, wou'd deſerve to be cul- 
tivated with the utmoſt Care and Applica- 
tion. 

I ſhall endeavour therefore to ſhew, that 
the annual Conſumption of Linen at this Time 

1 
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in England, and our W:/t-India Plantations, 
whether made here, or imported from other 


Countries, does either directly or indirectly pay : 
the above-mentioned Sums to the Landholden e 
and Labourers. 
There can be no queſtion of this, with re- I 
ſpect to the Linens made in England, in pro- c 
portion to their Value; but I believe I ſhall : 
be able to ſhew, that the Caſe is the ſame , 
with reſpect to all that are imported now from 0 
other Countries, ſince the Prohibitions or high 
Duties on French Linens, and the total Inter- 0 
ruption of Commerce with that Nation. n 
To begin with our own Linen Manufac- 
ture. It is far more conſiderable than is gene- 1 
rally believed. Indeed, becauſe it is not of 


that Extent, nor the Buſineſs of ſo many Coun- 
ties as our Woollen Manufactures, as I have 
expreſſed myſelf before, Men have too cheap 
an Eſtimation of it, they are in little or no 
Pain what becomes of the Linen Manufac- 
ture. 


. Acceun But to ſhew the Value of Linens made in b 

wp 9 Foreign England, we muſt firſt know the Value of thoſe - 

| —_— imported from other Countries. In the firſt F 
Report of the Inſpector-General of the Cuſtoms, 

we read that the Importation of German Linens, | 

a Medium of three Years, from Chriſtmas ] 

1699 to Chriſtmas 1702, amounted to per ann. ; 

519,737 I 

By his ſecond Report, the Hol- ( 

land Linens imported in 1703, E 

amounted to —?ͤ — 213,701 19 1! r 


From 


own Manufacture in England, and in our Plan- 


= of thoſe Sums to the like Uſes. If this were 
| the whole Value of the Linens manufactured in 
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Per Annum. 
From Flanders, Mufcovy, and 


other Foreign Countries, I am 

informed the Value of import- 

ed Linens may be — 60,000 
I am informed too, that the 

Importation of Scotch Linen, 

does not exceed 130,000 /. per 

Arn. nor that of Ireland 80,000 J. 

in the whole — 210,000 
So that all the Linens import- 

ed into England will not exceed 1,003,438 19 11 
If it ſhall be allowed, that 

our annual Conſumption of Li- 

nen amounts to — 1,750,000 
And that our preſent annual 

Importation does not exceed 1,003,438 19 11 
It will remain, that the En- 

g/;f Linen Manufacture amounts 

to — 746,56 o 1 


If the annual Conſumption of Linens of our 


tations, to the Value of 1,750,000 l. wou'd 
be allowed to pay the Sums I have mentioned 
to our Lands, and the Labour of our People, 
then our own Linen Manufacture of above one 
third of that Value, muſt give above one third 


England, certainly we ſhou'd not abandon fo 
uſeful a Manufacture. 3 

But in the next place, the Conſumption of 2 
Linens imported from the above-mentioned ed pay their 
Countries has the very ſame, or as good an hy —_ 
Effect, in proportion to their Value; for eve- tb Labour 
ry one of thoſe Countries takes from us an O- 4 our 


ver-ballacen Tl. 
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ver-ballance of our Goods and Merchandizes, 
and eſpecially of our Woollen Manufactures : 
and this they could not do, or at the leaſt muſt 
abate in proportion to our Importation of their 
Linens ; Germany eſpecially, which already, 
according to the Inſpector-General's Report, 
pays us a Ballance of 170000 J. per ann. And 
can a Country which has little Foreign Trade, 
and imports very little Gold or Silver from a- 
broad, afford ſtill to take off from us the ſame 
Quantity of Goods and Merchandizes, tho' we 
ſhou*d ceaſe to buy their Linens ? and inſtead 
of 170000 J. per ann. pay us a Ballance of that 
Sum, and 50000 J. more than they do at pre- 
ſent ? In this caſe then it muſt be acknowledg- 
ed, that we purchaſe Goods for Goods; and if 
the Goods or Manufactures exported hence, 
for ſuch a Value of Linens, contribute equally 
to our Lands or Labouring People, it is the ſame 
thing as if the Returns of Linens were of our 
own Manufacture ; whether our Lands or La- 
bourers are paid directly by the Linen Manu 
facture, or by the Manufacture of Woollen 
and other Goods which are exported to pur- 
chaſe theſe Linens, it is one and the ſame 
thing. Our annual Conſumption of Linen, 
to the Value of one Million ſeven hundred 
and fifty thoufand Pounds, whether made 
in England, or imported from the above - men- 
tioned Countries, in exchange for our own 
native Product and Manufactures, does either 
directly or indirectly pay that whole Sum to 
Nl. Lands, and the labouring People of Eng 
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the French Trade, or the Importattbn of Li- 
nens from that Country, We NEVER fold, 


W [will venture to ſay NEVER, no Cuſtom- 


Houſe Account can ſhew that we EVER fold 
an Over-ballance of Goods and Merchandizes 


to that Country. 


On the contrary, we always purchaſed 
thence a great Over-ballance of Goods and 
Merchandizes, for which we paid in Gold or 
Silver, and this to more than the whole A- 
mount or Value of all the Linens imported 
from that Nation. .How is it poſſible then to 
ſay, that the Linens imported from France 
contributed any thing either directly or indi- 
rectly to our Lands, or our labouring People? 
They could not do it directly, ſince they were 
not the Product of our Lands, nor the Manu- 
facture of our own People: They could not 
do it indirectly, ſince they were purchas'd by 
our Money, and not by the Product of our 
Lands, nor the Labour of our People; ſince 
they were not purchas'd by any Manufactures 
of our own, or by any other Goods or Mer- 
chandizes which paid the Value of thoſe Li- 
nens to our Lands, or our labouring People. 

But this was not the worſt Part of our Con- 
dition ; when almoſt our whole Conſumption 
was of French Linens, they not only exhau/ted 
our Treaſure, and paid nothing to the Lands 
or the Labourers of England, but they leſſened 
the Value of our Native Commodities and Ha- 
vufactures; that is, they took off ſo much 
from the Value of our Lands, and the Hire of 


the People, as is now paid to both by the ann 
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al Conſumption of Linens, which are either 
entirely of our own Growth and Manufac- 
ture, or, which is the ſame thing in effect, 
procur'd or purchas'd in exchange for our own 
Product and Manufactures ; and which there- 
fore pay our Lands and our Labourers the 
whole Value of our preſent annual Conſumy- 
tion. 

Is it poſſible then that Linens ſhall be here- 
after imported from France, without leſſening 
at the ſame time in proportion our own Ma- 
nufacture, or our Importation from other 


Countries? And if this ſhall be the Conſe- 


An Account 
of the In- 
creaſe of 
Foreign Li- 


nent import - 


quence, will not our Lands and our People be 
deprived of the Sums which are annually paid 
to them by our preſent annual Conſumption? 

It may be worth while to conſider here, 
how much was loſt to both formerly, when our 


chief Conſumption was of French Linens. 


The Cuſtom-Houſe Accounts may tell us ei- 
ther 3 or 4, or 5000007. Value of Linens 
were enter'd in their Books, but they can 
give us no Account of clandeſtine Importati- 
ons; and yet theſe in proportion were as de- 
trimental as the other. But there is another 
way more certain of coming at this Know- 
ledge, and that is by the Increaſe of this Ma- 
nufacture at home, and by the Increaſe of the 
Importation from other Countries. 
Whatſoever is this Increaſe, it is for our 
own Conſumption, and that of our own Plan- 
tations. England exports no Linen to other 
Countries. Few People will believe that we 
are richer now, or abqund more in Numbers 


than before the Beginning of the firſt French 


War, 
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War. All that are of this Opinion muſt ne- 
ceſſarily conclude, that our Conſumption of 
Linens was as great then as it is now. All 
then that we have increaſed in our own Manu- 
facture, and in our Importations from other 
Countries, was the very Value that we im- 
ported heretofore from France. 


From Germany we imported . 4 

formerly, by the Inſpector-Ge- 

neral's Account, Linens of the « 

Value of 121,682 /. now the 

Value of 519,737 J. per Ann. the 

Increaſe 1s — 
From Holland formerly, 170, 

9724. 15 5. now 213,701 J. 195. 

11 4. the Increaſe is 
From Flanders, and other ſo- 

reign Countries, I am inform'd 

our Importations have increas'd, 

but from Scotland I have heard 

that our Importation formerly 

was not above 430,000 J. and 

that it is 130,000 J. per Ann. 

the Increaſe is —— — too, ooo o o 
The whole Importation of 

So, ooo J. from Ireland, is an 

Increaſe ff GC — $80,000 o © 

|F Befides which, there is an In- 

creaſe of 240,000 /. per Annum 

Linen Manufacture in Lancaſhire 

= and Chebire, This is very pro- 

dable, if the Repreſentations 

from thoſe Countries are to be 

credited that they have 10,000 

Looms, and 60000 People whol- 

@ !y employ'd and ſubſiſted by that 

Manufacture — — 2240, 0 0 


In 


Pale 


French 


ported, 


If our Conſumption, for the above-menti- 
Linen for- oned Reaſons, is no greater now than it was 
werly im- 


deſtinely, our whole Importation of Linen 


ooo, ooo J. per Ann. It is eaſy then to ſee of 


this Kingdom. And are we contending like 
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In like manner it is alledged, 

that the Increaſe of our own Li- 

nen Manufacture in Dorſegſbire 

and Somerſetſhire is an — — 100,000 o 0 
And in other Exgliſb Counties 40,000 © 0 


nn... 


So that according to this Ac- 
count, the Increaſe of our own 
Linen Manufacture, and of our 
Importation from other Coun- 
tries, amounts to 


960,784 4 11 


* ART P 8 ſl * 


formerly, then this whole Increaſe muſt be 
loft to France, and let the Cu/tom-houſe Ac- 
counts ſay what they will, either fairly or clan- 


from France muſt heretofore have exceeded 


what annual Sums we were , drained by ti 
Article of French Linens, and how much they 
leflen'd the Value of our native Commodities 
and Manufactures, of how much Rent the 
muſt have robb*d our Lands, and of how much 
of the Hire of the poor labouring People u 


Madmen for ſuch a Trade as this? 


ah. —_— * 
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The Increaſe of the Silk Manufacture in En- 
gland con ſider d. 
The Value M it to our own Lands and labour- 
ing People ſhawn. | 
The Increaſe of our Silk Manufafure demon- 
ſtrates, better than Cuſtom-houſe Accounts, 
the annual Value heretofore unported from 
France. 


HE ſecond Part of my laſt Argument 
ſhews, that the whole Increaſe of the 
Linen Manufacture made in England, and of 
the Importation from other Countries, is To 
much taken off from our Conſumption of 
French Linens ; or that we conſume ſo much 
leſs of French Linens in proportion to that In- 
creaſe. This making 960,000 J. per Annum 
in the whole, we want no other Demonſtra- 
tion that ſo great a Value of French Linens 
was annually imported into England. What- 
ſoever the Entries at the Cuſtom-houſe make 
our Conſumption of French Linens ſhort of 
that Value, it muſt be made up by clandeſtine 
Importations. 
And I believe there will be as good Reaſon 
to conclude, that the Cy/tom-houſe Entries, in 
the Article of French wrought Silks, have been 
exceeding ſhort of the real Importation, If 
we have increaſed in the Importation of Raw 
and Thrown Silk, and the Manufacture of 
theſe Commodities in England, or in the Im- 
portation of manufactur'd Silks from other 
Countries for our own Conſumption, France 
and 
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' populous than it was before the Beginning of 


join'd together ever was before the Beginning 
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and the Ea/?-Indies muſt be allow'd to have hg 
the ſelling us wrought Silks equal to that In. 
creaſe ; ſince, as in the Article of Linens, al 
who believe the Nation is not richer or more 


the laſt War, will eaſily be perſuaded, that 
our Conſumption of wrought Silks has not in- 
creas'd ; ſo that whatſoever it has increas'( 
from other Places, is ſo much loſt to Frany 
and the Eaſi-Indies. | 
As to our Increaſe of this Manufacture xt 
home, this will appear in ſome meaſure by the 
vaſt Increaſe of the Importation of raw and 
thrown Silks from foreign Countries, from Tur- 
ky, Italy, and the Eaſi-Indies. 
But here I muſt acknowledge, that the Im- 
portationof Ardaſs, or coarſe Perſia Silk, from 
Turkey, is vaſtly abated. This has been prin 
cipally occaſioned by the Impoſition of ſuch Du- 
ties on it as it could not bear. But then thisLok 
has been in part ſupplied by a vaſt Importation 
of Grogram Yarns ; and beſides this, the In- WW i 
portation of Bellandine, or white Turkey Sik, 
and of Sherbaffee of Perſia, is greater nov i 
than that of theſe and the cheap Ardaſs dls 


of the firſt War. All the Work therefore tin 
was formerly done with Ardaſs Silks, and 5 
now performed by Grogram Yarn, togethe W 
with the whole "runs of the Number « iſ 
Bales imported from that Country more tha 
formerly, muſt be placed to the Accounts iſ 
_ Increaſe of the Silk Manufacture in E 
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I will not pretend to determine the Value of 
this Increaſe ; all I will ſay here ſhall be only 
to explain it. Suppoſe then, that formerly our 
annual Importation of Ardaſs and other Silks 
imported from Turkey amounted to 1500 Bales, 
and that at this time the Importation of Bellan- 


dine and Sherbaffee amounts to 1600 Bales of 


Silk ; at firſt ſight this would look as it only a 


hundred Bales of Silk more were brought into 


che Engliſp Manufacture: But if the Grogram 
W Yarn, which is for the moſt part a new Impor- 


tation, ſhould be allowed to ſupply 500 Bales 
of Ardaſs Silk, and that nevertheleſs 1600 Balcs 


of raw Silk from Turkey are imported, then it 


would be manifeſt, that not only 100, but 600 
Bales of our preſent annual Importation, muſt 
either be re- exported, or added to our Silk 
Manufacture. If it ſnall be allowed, that the 
Turkey Trade by this means furniſhes 609 Bales 


Jof Silk per Ann. to our Manufacture more 


n 
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than it did before, I ſhall be very glad to be 
inſorm'd, whether ſuch a Quantity is not ſuf- 
hicient to produce 80 or go, ooo l. weight of 
Wrought Silk? The Turkey Merchants or ra- 
ther the Weavers of Sp1ittlefields, might cer- 
tainly anſwer this Queſtion ; and alſo, whether 
at leaſt 600 Bales of Turk:y Silk are not annu- 
ally brought to our Looms more than before 
the Beginning of the firſt War. 

But we are yet more ſure of our Importation 
of Predmonteſe and Bergamo Silks ; this amounts 
to near a thouſand Bales in a Year, and is 


Wwholly new. Ot theſe and other Italian thrown 


and raw Silks, we uſe at leaſt 1200 Balcs an- 
nually at our Looms more than we did before 
Vor, II. : 4 | the 
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Wl | the Beginning of the firſt War. And whence 
Wi! is this prodigious Increaſe of our Silk Manuf. 
ture, but from the Interruption of our Com- 
7 merce with France, and the Prohibition of Eaſt 
ik India vilks ? 

I have by me an Account of the Eaft-Indig 
raw Silks imported for ſeveral Years laſt paſt; 
the whole Quantity, ata Medium, will make 
400 Bales per Annum ; ſo much of this as is not 
re-exported is uſed at the Engliſh Looms. I 
by theſe ſeveral Articles 2000 Bales are uſed a 
our Looms more than formerly, the Weaver 
will be able to anſwer, whether the Product 
will amount to leſs than 280,000 /. weight 
of wrought Silk, and this Quantity, at 50. 
per Pound, will make the Increaſe of ou 
Silk Manufacture 700,000 l. per A 
Iam very ready to believe that ſuch has ben 
the Increaſe, from what was aſſerted at thebaM 
of the laſt Houſe of Commons by a Gentlema 
well ſkilled in theſe Matters. He aſſerted u 
our Manufacture of Luſtrings, Alamodes, a 

other black Silks for Hoods and Scarves on; 
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amounted to 300,000 J. per pe 

Of Silks for Linings of os 

Elothes in Imitation . 

17 of Perſians, to 150,000 J. per Hi 
17 Of Silk Handkerchiefs to 200, ooo /. pere 


f — ee 
| The whole of theſe Ar s 
— — 650, ooo 1 per 4 q 4 


ticles, 


All this, beſides the Recovery of Stuffs | wt 
Cottons mixt with Silks, which before mM 
almoſt loſt to this Kingdom, F 4 
Luſi 
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Luſtrings and Alamodes are now very lit- 
tle uſed, the Silks that are uſed in their ſtead 
are Raſtiegeans and Mantua Silks, which are 
quite a different Fabricx. But the whole Va- 
lue, it ſeems, of our black Silks is 300,000 4 
per Annum. This is an entire new Manufac- 
ture to England, with which before the firſt 
War we were wholly ſerved by France. This 
is not ſuch a prodigious Sum as People may 
imagine; it amounts to little more than 1 5. 
and 8 d. per ann. for every one of the Female 
Sex; and we may very well conceive that 
300000 of this Sex are in theſe Silks every 
one at the Charge of 20s. per ann. which 
makes up the whole Sumi Rut whatever is the 
Quantity, France ſerved us with the whole be- 
tore. 

For Brocades and other rich Silks, almoſt 
the whole Quantity uſed in England were the 


Manufacture of that Nation, as well as great 
Part of the Perſians for Linens : And if this 
laſt fort made in England amounts to 150,000. 
ber ann. the whole of theſe two Articles im- 
ported may very well be believed to be the 
aue of 200,000 J. per ann. 


The above-mentioned Articles, and that of 


| Silk Handkerchiefs, make it credible that I am 
ot much miſtaken in my Computation of 2000 


ales of Silk manufactured by our ownLooms, 


vore than were before the Interruption of the 


rench Commerce, and the Prohibition of 
:a/t-India Manufactures. Whether ſuch a 


lanufacture of ſo much Value deſerves our 


are or our Contempt, is the next thing to be 
onſidered. 
K 2 In 
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In the firſt place I muſt inſiſt upon it, that 
the whole Price of this Increaſe of our Silk Ma. 
nufacture, from the Worm to the Mercer'; 
Shop, is paid to the Product of our Lands, and 
to the Labour of our People. 

There can be no queſtion of the Silks which 
are imported raw from Turkey, and manufac- 
tured here in England. No Bullion is ſent to 
that Country. The raw Silks are purchaſed 
there for our Woollen Manufactures ; and xz WE 
a Part of the Price of theſe is paid to the Land- 
holder for his Wool, and the reſt to the La- 
bour of our People that made it up, it muſt 
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be affirmed that the whole Value of Tur e 
Silk is indirectly paid to our own People, by be. n 
ing paid to them for the Goods that are exchans- y 
ed for it: And as for the whole new Value that t 


is ſuper- added to it, for the Charge of import- M 
ing, throwing, weaving, and dying of this WW 7 
Silk, it is entirely and directly paid to the La- 
bour of our own People. 

The fame thing may be affirmed of the raw 
and thrown 1tal:an Silks ; they are both put- 
chaſed by an Over-ballance of Engliſh Man 
factures exported to that Country; and if the 
whole Value of theſe are directly paid to the 
Engliſh Lands and Labour, and if we could 
not hope to preſerve our Italian Markets for 
them without taking off their Silks, it muſt be 
acknowledged that our Landholders and L- 
bourers are indirectly paid the Value of theſe 
Silks, by being paid for the Goods that are e 
changed for them. $1 

The only Difficulty is concerning Eaſ- l 
dia raw Silks, which are purchaſed partly , 

pe 
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at our Silver, and partly by our Manufactures. 
as But of thoſe it muſt be acknowledged, that the 
uy whole Price of importing and working them up 
nd i; paid to the Labour of our People. But as 
| Eaſ?-India raw Silks are the leaſt Part of our 
ch Importation, ſo it is of theſe that we make 
wat the greateſt Re-exportations ; and the Couz! 
de tries to which we do it, reimburſe us not only 
led our whole Coſt of the re-exported raw Silk, 
| 2 but a very great Part of the Price, and per- 
_ haps the whole for all the raw Silk that is 
L. imported from the Eaſt-Indies. However, 
ul the throwing of raw Silk employs ſo many 
es little and otherwiſe uſeleſs Hands, that I ſhall 
gd never quarrel with the Ea/t-Ind;a Trade for 
ng: the little Silver it exports for thoſe uſeful Ma- 
that terials. 
= But this can never be ſaid in defence of a 
* Trade which exchanges our Silver for Foreign 
N Silks already manufactured to the very utmoſt 
2 Perfection; for what can theſe be ſaid to pay 
10 our 3 ? what to the Labour of our 
ap eople? It were better for us to ſend our Mo- 
* ney to the EAH-Indies than to France for theſe 
* manufactured Silks, not only becauſe they. are 
4 pry cheaper in the former, but becauſe 
* a Coſt of a long Importation is all paid to 
© he = _ Navigation ; beſides that, it were 
Is 7 4 angerous to enrich a Country ſo great a 
ow = ce, than ſo near a Neighbour as the 
_ rench Nation. 


But that which I am chiefly aiming at is, 
| * this whole Increaſe of the Silk Manu- 
ſfacture in England is ſo much loſt to other 
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Nations: For all that pretend that we are not 
richer nor more populous than we were he. 
fore the War, will grant that our Conſumy. 
tion of wrought Silks cannot be greater than 
it was before. Whence then is this Inecreaſe 
of a Manufacture to the Value of 700,000 
per ann. gained? and to what Countries is it 
loſt ? It muſt be wholly loſt to France and the 
Haſt-Indies, and how is this Loſs to be proper: 
tioned ? 

Our whole Quantity of black Silks wa 
heretofore brought from France, our own 
Manufacture of this Commodity amounts to 
300,000 J. per ann. France therefore lus 
loſt in this Article the ſelling us fo great a Ve 
lue. 

There is no Reaſon to believe, that the 
whole Value of Eaſt-India wrought Silks anni: 
ally conſumed in England ever amounted to 
200,000 J. per ann. it remains therefore to ma 
up the whole 700,000 J. per ann. that de 
Value of 200,000 J. per ann. more in Brocade 
and other rich Silks muſt have been import 
from France. F 

Then let the Cuſtom-Houſe Accounts mal 
the wrought Silks imported from Franc i 
much or as little as they pleaſe ; the Increvl 
of the Silk Manufacture in England will «lf 
monſtrate, that our Importation of this C 
modity from France was heretofore 500,00 
per aun. 
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The Authorities of Puffendorf, De Wit, 

and Fortry, produced, in order to con- 

rm what has been before advanced concern- 

ing the vaſt Importations from France here- 
tofore. 


I F a Matter of Fact is at any time diſputed, 
and cannot eafily be determined otherwiſe 
than by the Evidence of Perſons, I always e- 
ſteem Witneſſes in proportion to their Know- 
ledge and Indifference; I ever think moſt Cre- 
dit ought to be given to Witneſſes that have 
been long ſince dead, or who can neither get 
nor loſe by the Controverſy. 

The firſt Diſpute concerning the French 
Trade, is, whether that Nation has hereto- 
fore ſold to this an Over- ballance of Goods and 
Merchandizes? and conſequently, whether we 
did not pay the Ballance in Gold or Silver? 

Theſe Queſtions are denied by the other ſide, 
and affirmed by me. 

A Cuſtom-Houſe Account I have produced, 
and it is againſt them; the Cſtom-Houſe has 
been ſearched for an Account on their fide, but 
no ſuch thing can be ſound. 

Cuſtom-houſe Accounts tell us the Truth, Th-Cuflom- 
but not the whole Truth. They tell us, that bouſe can 
we imported from Fra Over-ballance 2% Ales 

porte m £rance a great e a Account 
of Goods and Merchandizes ; they tell us all, / Imporrs 
or very near all, that were exported, ſince it — 
could not be the Intereſt of any Man to export 
Goods without making due Entries. But very 
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great Duties are paid by the imported Good; 
whichare entered at the Cuſtom-houſe, all which 
are faved by clandeſtine Importations : The Cu- 
ſtom-hauſe can give us no Account of theſe clan- 


deſtine Importations ; and yet I have demon- 


{trated that they were very great in the twoAr- 
ticles of Silks and Linens, 

I was fo fortunate as to find out Demonſtra- 
tions in the Caſe of the above-mentioned Ar- 
ticles. For many other of our clandeſtine Im- 
portations, beſides the Reaſon of ſaving the 
Duties, we muſt content ourſelves with the 
Authority of Perſons who from time to time 
have treated of theſe Matters, and whoſe In- 
tegrity at leaſt is not to be ſuſpeCted. 

The firft I ſhall begin with, is Puffendarf's 
Introduction to the Hiſtory of Europe, Englijh 
Tranſlation, 7th Edit. pag. 212. where, di- 
courſing of France, he ſays, „Its Fertility is 
not only ſufficient for its Inhabitants, but al 
<« ſo plentiful enough to be exported into Fo- 
«« reign Parts. The Commodities exported 
% out of France, are chiefly Wine, Brandy, 
4 Vinegar, Salt, innumerable ſorts of dilks, 
« and WOOLLEN Stuffs and Manufactures, 
« Hemp, Canvas, Linen, Paper, Glaſs, Sai 
« fron, Almonds, Olives, Capers, Prunet- 
& Joes, Cheſnuts, Soap, and the like: Scarce 
e any Metals are to be found in France, and 
& no Gold and Silver Mines; but this Want 
e js ſupplied by the Ingenuity of the French, 
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« and the FOLLY of FOREIGNERS; for | 


« the French Commodities have drawn 
« FLEETS of their MONEY into Frans, 
ce eſpecially ſince Henry IV. ſet up the Sik 


«« Manu- 
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« Manufactury there. There are ſome who 


6c 
cc 


« of 40 Millions of Livres, Wine 15 Millions, 7 — 
« Brandy 5 Millions, Salt 10 Millions, and 
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have computed that France ſells Stuffs Ala- 
made yearly to Foreigners only to the Value 


ſo proportionably of other Commodities. 
Mr. Fortry, an Engliſhman, ſays the Commo- 
dities which were brought from France into 
England exceeded what were carried from 
England to France in the Value of 1,600,- 
000 /, Sterling; and it is notorious, that by 
what they ſend into Spain they get a great 
Part of their Veſt-Indis Plate Fleet. But 


after all, Navigation does not flouriſh fo- 


much in France as it might. The Reaſon 
ſeems to be, that the French Nation is not 
ſo much addicted to the Seca, and that other 
Nations have been before-hand with them in 
the Eaſt and Meſt-Indies; which is the Rea- 
ſon that the King, tho? he has above a hun- 
dred Capital Ships, yet cannot ſet out fo 
great a Fleet hitherto as the Enghfh and 
Dutch. They apply themſelves alſo to fiſh- 
ing upon the great Sand-bank before New- 


foundland, The King's Revenues are com- 


puted at 150 Millions of Livres, whereas in 


the laſt Age it did not amount to above ꝙ or 


10 Millions; at the time of Henry IV. to 
16 Millions ; and in the Year 1639 to 77 
Millions: which vaſt Difference is in part 
to be aſcribed to the different Value of Mo- 
ney ſince thoſe Times, and the great Taxes 
which were impoſed upon the Subjects: but 
without queſtion the chiet Reaſon is, that 
France ſince that time has found out new 
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Ways to draw Money out of other Coun- 
6 tries. 

Thus far Mr. Puffendorf, who was a Stec, 
and therefore without any Biaſs towards us or 
France. For my own part, I believe he muſt 
have been miſtaken, or at leaſt the Tranſlator, 
in his Valuation of Stuffs Alamode to the Value 
of 40 Millions, becauſe he has made the Ex- 
portation much greater than other Authors, 
For the reſt of his Articles, he differs from 
them very little; eſpecially from Mr. De Il it; 
MAaxims of Holland, the Engliſh Tranſlation of 
which, pag. 269, is thus. | 

« As to France, we are to obſerve, that 
« formerly that Country ſubſiſted wholly by 
„ Tillage 3 but ſince the Reign of Hemy IV, 
«© many heavy Impoſitions have been laid on 
all imported ManufaCtures ; and. the weav- 
ing of Wool, Silk, and Linen, with many 
« other mechanick Works, is fo conſiderably 
improved there, that the French can ſupply 
«© others with more made Stuffs, and other 
« Manufactures, than Foreigners take off.“ 
And again, pag. 270. x 

] find myſelf obliged to draw up a Liſt 
« of Manufactures and Commodities export 
« ed out of France into Foreign Parts, eſpe- 
“ cially into Holland, according to a Scheme 
e preſented to the King of France by the So- 
« cicty of Merchants in Paris, when a new 
* and very high Impoſition was laid upon al 
Foreign imported Goods, and eſpecially 
« ManufaCtures, fearing leſt the like Impoli- 
4 tions would be laid by Holland and England 
« upon all French Goods; and alſo from an 

« Lmpofition 
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«© Impoſition exhibited by the Lord Ambaſſa- 
« dor Bzreel in 1658, to the Lords States- 
« General of the United Provinces. 
« 1. In the firſt Place, great Quantities of e Amount 
« Velvet, Pluſhes, Sattins, Cloth of Gold — A” 
« and Silver, Taffaties, and other Silk Wares France co 
e made at Limms and Tours, which amount _— 
„ to above ſix Millions. particularly 
« 2, In Silk, Ribbands, Laces, Paſſe- te Holland 
«© ments, Buttons, Loops made about Paris . 
« and Roven, and thoſe Parts, to the Value 
« of two Millions. 
% g. Beaver-Hats, Caſtors, Hats of Wool 
« and Hair, which are made in and about 
Haris and Roan, to the Value of one Mil- 
« lion and a half. g 
« 4, Feathers, Belts, Fans, Hoods, Maſks, 
gilt and wrought Looking-Glaſſes, Wat- 
ches, and other ſmall Wares, to the Value 
of above two Millions. 
« 5, Gloves made at Paris, Roan, Fen- 
„ 49/me, and Clermont, to the Value of above 
* a Million and a half. 
* 6. Woollen Yarn ſpun in all Parts of 
« Picardy, worth more than one Million 
« and a half, 
7. Paper of all forts, made in Auvergne, 
„ Poiton, Limouſin, Champagne, and Mor- 
* mandy, for upwards of two Millions. 
© 8. Pins and Needles made at Paris and 
Kormandy, and Combs of Box, Horn, and 
&« Ivory, for a Million and a half. 
* 9. Childrens Toys, and ſuch as Nurem- 
*© burgh Ware, or, as the French call them, 
* Qumncallerie, made in Auvergne, for up- 
* wards of 60,900 Florins, 4 10, 
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10. Linen, Sailcloth, made in Britay, 
& and Normandy, for upwards of five Milli- 
c ons of Florins. 

& 11. Houſhold Goods, Beds, Matraſſes, 
46 Hangings, Coverlids, Quilts, Creſpins, 
4 Fringes, and Molets of Silk, above 5 Mil- 
& lions of Florins, 

«© 12, Wines from Gaſcony, Aantoign, 
&« Nantois, and other Places, for above five 
& Millions. 

«© 13. Brandies, Vinegar, and Cyder, for 
& 1,500,000 Livres. 

< 14. Saffron, Woad, Soap, Honey, Al- 
„ monds, Olives, Capers, Prunes, Prunel- 
„ loes, for above two Millions. 

„ 15. Salt, yearly the landing of 5 or 600 
e Ships, exported from Rochel, Brouage! 
« Maran, the Iſlands of Oleron and Ree.” 

At the Foot of this Account ſtands this 
Marginal Note: Of theſe Goods there are yearh 
tranſported above 30 Millions, whereof Holland Wi 
takes off the greateſt Part. n 

The Queſtion then is, what theſe Millions WF! 
ſhall be underſtood to be, whether Livres, MW: 
Florins or Crowns ? - 

Firſt, it cannot be Livres; for without the i 
laſt Article of Salt, the reſt made above 3] 
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Secondly, it cannot be meant of Florins; 
for that too, beſides the laſt Article, will 
make very little Alteration. Therefore, ; 

Thirdly, it muſt be meant of Fri 
Crowns ; for the two Articles mentioned in 
the Account of 5 Millions of Florins each 


and one of 600,000 Florins, and one of 2 
| Million 
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Million and a half of Livres, being reduced 


tam, 

Na W to Crowns, will, with the other Articles a- 
W mounting to 25 Millions, without denomina- 

es, ting any particular Species of Coin, if they 

pins, ſchall all be underſtood to be Crowns, make 


che whole Sum upwards of 29 Millions and a 
WT half, beſides what is to be added by the laſt 
Article of Salt, and conſequently make the 
W whole Computation of above 30 Millions 
very juſt. 

= Fourthly, to this ought to be added, that 
W ſince three of the Articles are ſpecified to be 
Neither Livres or Florins, the reſt, which are 
not fo ſpecified, ought to be underſtood of 
Crowns. 

= Fifthly, Livres are the moſt common Pay- 
ment in France; yet, as appears by the Courſe 
Wot Exchange between that and other Countries, 


this Crowns are the only uſual Way of Exchang- 
cars Ning. 
land BR Sixthly, the reckoning thus by Crowns, will 


make A may d 's fifteen Millions of Livres, 


lions and De Wit's five Millions, for French Wines, 
vres, to be the very ſame Sum; and their Difference 
Wn Brandy to be no more than a Trifle. 
t the RG This Account of De Mit will make the 
e 3) bole Exportations of France to be 6,7 50,- 
oo /. Sterling, which indeed is leſs than they 
103 ; Pave been valued at by other Writers, and of 
will bis the abovementioned Mr. Fortry, cited by 
uffendorf, makes the French Importations in- 
rerch o England amount to 2,600,000 l. One 
d in hing I ought to obſerve of Mr. Fortry's 
ach, ook, that it was dedicated to King Charles II, 
of n the Year 1663, and it muſt have been 2 
lion ſtrange 
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ſtrange Preſumption in him to dedicate to h 
Prince an Account at random, and which ky 
no Foundation at all to ſupport it. 

It is not poſſible by any Cu/tom- Hauſe A. 
counts to find out fo vaſt a Value of imports 
Goods and Merchandizes from the French N. 
tion: but if I have juſtly proved, even again 
Cuftom-houſe Accounts, that the two Artick 
of French Linens and Wrought Silk annuzlh 
imported into this Kingdom muſt have excegt 
ed 1,400,000 J. per Annum; then a moderate 
Allowance for clandeſtine Importations in 6 
ther Articles, might ſwell the whole to M. 
Fortry's 2,600,000 l. per Ann. And yet Ic 
ſee no Reaſon why other Articles of Good 
ſhould not be run in upon us in as great: 
Proportion, to fave the Duties, as well x 
thoſe of Silks and Linens. 

But it may be very well worth the Reader 
while, to obſerve how it is that Mr. Fir 
makes upon his Account, and the Authority 
he pretends for it. His Preamble to his Ac 
count is as follows : 

& x, In the next place, our Manufacture 
c are to be conſider'd, on which chiefly de 
c pend both the Wealth and Proſperity of ths 
66 — for by the Increaſe and Encor 
* ragement thereof, the Subjects are emplo} 
& ed in honeſt and induſtrious Callings, mail i 
ce tain'd and preſerv'd from Want, and tho Wa 
& Miſchiefs which commonly attend Idlene: 
« The People furniſh'd at home with 1 
ce things both of Neceſſity and Pleaſure, a 
« by the Overplus procured from abroac Wi 
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« 2, The chief Manufactures amongſt 1s 
&« at this Day, are only Woollen Clothes, 
« woollen Stuffs of all Sorts, Stockings, Rib- 
« bandings, and perhaps ſome few Silk Stuffs, 
« and ſome other fmall things, ſcarce worth 
« the naming; and theſe already nam'd, fo 
« decay'd and adulterated, that they are almaſt 
« out of Eſteem both at Home and Abroad. 

&« 3, And this, becauſe foreign Commodi- 
ce ties are grown into ſo great Eſteem amongſt 


| « us, as we wholly undervalue and neglect the 
% of our own whereby that great Ex- 


e pence of Treaſure, that is yearly waſted in 


Clothing, Furnitures, and the like, re- 
dounds chiefly 


to the Profit of Strangers, 
c and to the Ruin of his Majeſty's Subjects. 
4. And this will more plainly appear, if 


vue examine the vaſt Sums of Money the 


% French yearly delude us of ; either by ſuch 


Commodities as we may as well have of 
our own, or elſe by ſuch others, as we 
might as well in great part be without: 


S iI berely no doubt our Treaſure will ſoon be 
urs 


&« exhauſted, and the People ruin'd, as this Par- 


8 << ticular may make appear, which not long 
ſince was delivered in to the King of France, 


WT © upon a Deſign he had to have forbidden the 
plop- Trade between France and England, ſup- 
2 5 e poling the Value of Engliſh Commodities 


* ſent into France, did ſurmount the Value of 


* ( thoſe that were tranſported hither. 


*© I, There is tranſported out of 


France into England, great Quan- 


+ tities of Velvets plain and wrought 


Th "+ Sattins plain and wrought, Cloth 


«6 of 
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© of Gold and Silver, Armoyſins, 
and other Merchandizes of Silk, 
« which are made at Lyons, and 
are valued to be yearly worth 

6 2, In Silks, Stuffs, Taffaties, 
“ Pouduſoys, Armoyſins, Cloths of 
& Gold and Silver, Tabbies plain 
4 and wrought, Silk-ribbands, and 


„ ther ſuch like Silk Stuffs as are 


c made at Tours, valued to be worth 
& by the Year above 
& 3. InSilk-ribbands, Galloons, 
c Laces, and Buttons of Silk, which 
&« are made at Paris, Rouen, Chai- 
e mont, St. Eſtiennes in Forreſts, 
by the Year about 
4. A great Quantity of Serges, 
& which are made at Chalons, Char- 
« tres, Eſtamines, and Rheimes, and 
great Quantities of Serges made 
« at Amiens, Crevecoeur, Blicourt, 
& and other Towns in Picardy, by 
«© the Year above 
&« 5, In Beaver, Demicaſtor and 
Felt Hats, made in the City and 
Suburbs of Paris; beſides many 
& others made at Rowen, Lyons, and 
other Places, by the Year about 
& 6, In Feathers, Belts, Girdles, 
«© Hatbands, Fans, Hoods, Maſks, 
& gilt and wrought Looking-Glaſ- 
« ſes, Cabinets, Watches, Pictures, 
«© Caſes, Medals, Tablets, Brace- 
lets, and other ſuch like Mercery 
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« 7, In Pins, Needles, Box- 


„ combs, Tortois-ſhell-combs, and 
„ ſuch like, by the Year about 


« 8, In perfumed and trimmed 


E Gloves, that are made at Paris, 
FKouen, Vendoſme, Clermont, and 
other Places, by the Vear about 


« . In Papers of all Sorts, which 


are made at Auvergne, Poictou, 
Limſin, Champaigne, and Nor- 
„ nanch, by the Year, above 


&« 19, In all Sorts of Ironmon- 


gers Wares, that are made in 
8 © Forreſts, Auvergne, and other 


% Places, by the Year, about — 

&« 11. In Linen Cloth that is 
« made in Britany and Normandy, 
&« as well coarſe as fine, there is 
« tranſported into England, by the 
„ Year, above — 

6 12. In Houſhold-Stuff, con- 
e fiſting of Beds, Matraſſes, Co- 
e verlids, Hangings, Fringes of 
Silk, and other Furniture, by 


* 13. In Wines from Gaſcoigne, 
cc Nantois, and other Places on the 
% River of Loire, and alſo from 


© Brurdeaux, Rochelle, Nantes, 


„ Rouen, and other Places, are 
** tranſported into England, by the 
„ Year, above 

* 14. In Aqua Vite, Cyder, 
** Vinegar, Verjuice, and ſuch 
ke, by the Year, about — 


20,000 


10,000 


100,000 


40,000 


400,000 


100,000 


600,009- 


1 00,000 
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& 15. In Saffron, Caſtle-Soap, 
cc Honey, Almonds, Olives, Ca- 


& pers, Prunes, and ſuch like, by < 
c the Year, about — 150, 000 by 
& 16. Beſides five or fix hun- * 
6 dred Veſſels of Salt, loaded at ei 
& Maron, Rochelle, Bouage, the Iſle 1 
& of Oleron, and Iſle of Rhee, tranſ- 4 th 
cc ported into England and Holland, 21 
«© of a very great Value. So that, N 5 
cc as by this Calculation, it doth | 
cc appear, that the very yearly Va- e 
<« Jue of ſuch Commodities as are E 
6 tranſported from France to Eng- et 
c land amounts to above 2,600,000 h 
c 
c And the Commodities exported out « \ 
& England into France, conſiſting chiefly d \ 
« Woollen Cloths, Serges, Knit Stocking, 2 
« Lead, Pewter, Allom, Coals, and all ele, WW v 
« do not amount to above Ten hundrel WF ( 
c thouſand Pounds a Year clear Loſs to u + 
Kingdom. = FM 
«« Whereby the King of France, finding 


c would prove to his Loſs, to forbid the Trav 
« with England, ſoon laid aſide the Delign; 
«© however, raiſed the Cuſtoms of ſome «i 
« our Engliſh Commodities, by which mea 
ce the Vent of thoſe Commodities is very much i 
6 ſened and hinder d. 

«« Hereby it may appear how inſenſibh or 
& Treaſure will be exhauſted, and the Nati 
e beggar'd, whilſt wwe carelefly negleft our n 
« Intereſt, and Strangers abroad are diliguti 
& make their Advantages by us.” 
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Tn the ſecond Paragraph, where Mr. For- 
m mentions the different ſorts of Manufac- 
tures we had then in England, he does not fo 
much as name thoſe of Silk, Linen and Paper; 
from whence we may infer that they were, 
either ſo inconſiderable as not to be worth no- 
ice, or that we had then none at all, and that 
they have been ſince that time brought to the 
great Perfection they are now in. Mut they 
er the ſake of France be deſtroyed? 

Prom the fourth, I muſt beg leave to ob- 
ſerve, that it was the Intention of the French 
King, for his Country's Good, to have forbid 
the Trade between France and England, had 
he, upon this Examination, found it prejudi- 
cial to his Kingdom, as he ſuſpected it was. 
Yet notwithſtanding he found it, upon this 
View, fo extremely advantageous to France, 
and ſo greatly prejudicial to England, he was 
was ſo far from being ſatisfied with the great 
Gain he made, that he loaded our Commodi- 
ties with farther Duties, to prevent the Con- 
ſumption of them in France, and to encourage 
his own Manufactures, 

We have the fame reafon on our ſide, at 
eaſt, to continue the high Duties and Prohibi- 
tions on all his Commodities, that are prejudi- 
cial to our Manufactures: Eſpecially fince we 
ſeem to have loſt an Opportunity of ſettling 
that Trade upon an advantageous Foot. What 
can we now expect from France? Is it to be 
ſuppoſed that France will do any thing in mere 
favour of our Trade, to the Prejudice of its 
own, that once intended wholly to have prohi- 
bited it, had it been the leaſt detrimental there- 
to ? Mr. 
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Mr. Fortry has ſhew'd us, how detriment; 
the Trade of France was in the Year 1663 
he gives it from the State the French themſfelve; 
took of it, and that State muſt, by all im- 
partial Men, be allow'd to be true. If this i; 
to be contradicted by the Mercator, what muſt 
we believe ? It is probable that the French at 
that time took an Account of the State of their 
Trade with all Nations. They were then 
conſidering, how to lay their Duties on Im- 
portations and Exportations equally over all 
Parts of their Country, and to eſtabliſh a gene- 
ral Tariff : At this time the Duties were vari 
ous in ſundry, nay in moſt Parts of Franc, 
ſome Provinces paid more, and others leſs, far 
the ſame Commodities; and the Confuſion 
was ſo great, that the Merchants in Franc 
hardly knew what Duties they were to pay, 
and the King's Collectors General were unable 
to ſtate any exact Account of that part of the 
Revenue ariſing from the Cuſtoms. This oc- 
caſion'd the ſettling the Tariff of 1664, which 
was the firſt general Tariff that ever was ſettled 
in Ha ice. I hope from hence, no body wil 
think it improbable, that the French in or be- 
fore the Year 1663, ſhould take a true State 
of their Trade. 

The confident Authors of the Mercatr, 
notwithſtanding, in their very firſt Paper, they 
ſay, it is hard to contend with a general re- 
ceived Notion, that the Trade to France was 
always prejudicial, yet undertake to make the 
contrary appear, and that it always was, and 
always will be beneficial. Why would thej 
have Mankind (contrary to all known Fact, 


belicve BB 


bellev 
Jam! 
direct 
ways 

when 
by ta 


Ons. 
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believe that that Trade always was beneficial ? 
| am ſure I have Reaſon on my fide to affirm 
directly otherwiſe, that the Trade to France al- 
ways was prejudicial, and will be fo again, 
whenever their Commodities are re-admitted 


by taking off the high Duties and Probibiti- 


Ons. 


The Mercator*'s bold Aſertion, That tho“ the 
French King were Monarch of all Europe, 
Trade would run as it does, conſidered and 
expoſed, with ſeveral other Paradoxes he 
has advanced in No. 126, and the Methods 
by which France has increaſed in Trade and 
Navigation. 


HE moſt remarkable Thing, and that 
with which J ſhall begin, is this, That 
THO' THE KING OF FRANCE WERE 
TO BE MONARCH OF ALL EUROPE, 


TRADE IOULD RUN MUCH AS IT 
Dos. 
| But how does he make it out, That Trade 


would run much as it does? Why by ſuch Para- 
doxes as theſe that follow: 

That France neither before the War, nor 
“ lince, has bid fair for engroſſing the Trade 

of the World. 

That it cannot but make the moſt con- 
* ſidering Men ſmile to hear People talk of 
** a Nation engroſſing Trade that has no 
* I/OOL for their Manufactures, and but 

** 2 poor deal of Shipping for their Naviga- 


ton. 
« That 


CTY _ ww, 1 4 Ct 
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cc That their Situation is an effectual Bara. 
ce gainſt their ſo much as meddling in ſever; 
& conſiderable Trades in the World, 

„ That the Rivers of France, except the 
& Rhoſne, and its Branches, give them 10 
«© Navigation into any other Country, 

« That by her Situation, France is cut of 
« from Trade with the Heart of Europe. 

«© That ſeveral Rivers, whoſe Courſe is out 
ce of France thro* other Countries, give thoſ 
£ Countries an Inlet into the Heart of Franc; 
« by which ſhe is ſo far from engroſſing the 
6 Trade of the World, that ſhe cannot cam 
«© on her whole Trade within her ſelf, with 
cout exporting her Goods to Foreign Coun- 
tc tries from one part of France, that they may 
ce be re-exported into another. 

« That the Wines, Wrought Silk, Olive, 
Oil, Fruit, &c. of Gaſcogne, Languedic, 
Anjou, cannot be ſent to the North of Cham 
% pagne, or to Alſatia, but by the way d 
Holland, or by along Voiture by Land, 2 
<< an intolerable Expence, and ſuch as woult 
ruin Trade it ſelf. 

„ That, with the greateſt Part of Eurijpy, 
& France has no Correſpondence, nor cu 
trade with, but by the Help of her Neigl- 
& bours. 

That ſhe cannot fail without Ships, not 
carry by Water without Sea or Rivers, d 
* make Manufactures without Wool. 

“ That the French are uncapable of being 
© conſiderable in Trade, becauſe they have 10 
« Ships for their Trade, and no Trade fot 


* their Ships; that is none, comparatively 1 
(e the 
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1. the Trade and Shipping of the two Mari- 
en time Powers, much leſs to all Europe. 

« That the Dutch employ more Shipping 
the e in their Fiſheries, than al the Shipping in 
no „France; and fo do the Engliſb in the West- 

« India Trade. 
of « That the very Coal Trade of England 
« employs more Tuns of Shipping, than the 
« whole Amount of French Shipping, either 
« at Home or Abroad. 


&« ſuch Numbers of Ships, as are employed 
« either by the Engliſb or Dutch. 

« That the French were nothing at Sea du- 
« ring the laſt War ; that they carried on on- 
« ly a Piratical War, or if they ever fitted out 
« a Fleet, they were forc'd to lay up their 


« to lay up their Men of War. 

« That whereſoever we met their Fleets, 
© we blow'd them out of the Sea; that they 
« durſt not meet us there, or always had the 
„ worſt, and at laſt left us the Dominion of 

„that Element. 

„That a Nation that dares not look us in 
« the Face at Sea, is not likely to prevail o- 
ver the World in Trade. 

That fo long as the Engl: and Dutch are 
the chief in Maritime Power, they will com- 
mand the Trade of the World. 

That as long as we encourage and im- 
prove our naval Strength, this will be the 
Security of our Trade; this will be our Se- 
„ curity againſt all Pretenders and Invaders in 


a * the World.“ : 
| Theſe 


« That France has no Trade to employ | 


« Privateers; or, when theſe were mann'd, 
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Theſe are a Set of very curious Maxim: 
But in defiance of them I muſt inform the 
Mercator, that the Dominion of Spain and 


the Spaniſh II eſt-Indies, join'd to the natun 


Fertility and Induſtry of France, would four 
enable this Prince to make himſelf the ſok 
Monarch of all Europe, and to leave Englani 
Holland, and all other Countries, no mor 
Trade than what he ſhall pleaſe not to tak 
from them, 

Firft, for Dominion; if before the laſt Wa, 
and the ſurprizing Victories of the Duke d 
Marlborough, England, Holland, Spain, au 
Germany, had ſo much Difficulty to preſent 
themſelves againſt the ſingle Power of Fran 
what ſhould we be able to do if France and 
Spain ſhould come to be united under one 
Prince, and all the Treaſures of the Span 
H-:ft-Indies ſhould be made to flow int 
France? | 

But the Mercator is in no pain for ou 


Trade, tho' it ſhould be broken, and th 
England ſhould be made a Province to tM 
French Nation; for even then, ſays he, Frau 


cannot engroſs the Trade of the World. 


And for what Reaſon? why, firſt, becaul 3 
they have no Wool for their Manufactur 
or, as in another Place he expreſſes it, ti 


cannot make Manufactures without Wool, 


Now tho* I have ſeveral times told f, 
Mercator, that Mutton is eaten in every Vl 
lage in Europe, that their Sheep every whe 
wear Fleeces, and that theſe Fleeces are ge 
rally manufactured in the Countries where ti 


grow; nay, tho* he has been often told, tis 


betta 
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better Wool is imported from Spain than ever 
grew in England; yet all this is ſtill forgotten: 
Wool is the peculiar Growth of this King- 
dom. 

[ have ſhewn by the Authority of Mr. Puf- 
endorf, that innumerable Sorts of Woollen 
Stuffs and Manufactures are exported out of 


Hance; the Authority of Mr. De Mit, that 


Woollen Yarn ſpun in all Parts of Prcardy, 
worth more than a Million and a half, was 
annually exported out of France; the Autho- 
rity of Mr. F:r!ry, that the Serges of Chalons, 
Chartres, &c. and from Amicus and other 
Towns in Pricardy, imported into England, 
were worth 150,000 J. per Ann. Yet all goes 
for nothing. France has no Wool, and can 
make no Manufactures. 

But if all this were true at preſent, would it 
continue to be 2 Truth, if we were to becom 
a Province to that Kingdom? Should we then 
be ab]2 to continue our Laws againſt the Lx- 


Wportation of Wool? No certainly, we ſhould 
be obliged to obey our Maſters, and to grant 
Wa Bounty on the Exportation of our Wool, as 
ve do on our Corn, that France might have 
it cheaper than our People. 


But laſtly, if there were no Wool in France, 


hy muſt France be faid to have no Manufac- 
tures? Are there none but Woollen Manu- 
Wactures? Are not Silks, Linen, Paper, and 
livers other things Manufactures? and are 


not the Exportations out of France of theſe 


things ſuperior to our whole Exportations of 


the Woollen Manufacture? But if France were 
to have the Dominion over E gland, ſhe would 
Vor. IL * not 
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not ſuffer the Exportation of Engliſh, 1; 
more than we do of Jriſb Woollen Manufx. 
tures. 

The next thing is, that the Situation « 
France is inconſiſtent with engroſſing the Tu 
of Europe, quite contrary to Puffendorf, mo 
places it in the Center of Europe, and mau 


the Carriage of their Goods ſo much eaſer i mu 
other Countries. abs 
But, it ſeems, the Rivers of France lt 
ther Countries into the Heart of France, M has 
not France into other Countries: Theſe ſuc 
ſtrange Rivers indeed ! I muſt deſire the MW 77 
cator to explain them; for my own part, Wl ©: 
think the Scame, the Seine, the Loire, H me 
Rhoſne, are an Outlet for the Goods of H ©! 
to other Countries, as much as the Thame H ot! 
England. And the MAaeſe, the Rhine, and 
Moſelle, are as much Rivers for the Carriage Fr 
French Goods to Holland and Germany, as f tu 
bringing back the Goods of thoſe Countraiſ by 
into France. But *tis ridiculous to ſpe be 
Words in proving that *tis Light at Now 8 
da 0 2 
Vue one of the merrieſt things (if it v * 
poſſible to be merry when ſuch Men as til It 
would perſuade us that our Trade may be i n 
under the abſolute Power of France) is, ti oy 
France is not able to convey her Goods fra A 
one Part of that Country to another, but k 
ther through Holland, or by a chargeable l „ 
Carriage. May not the Goods of Gaſam . © 
Anjou, or Languedoc, be carried up the dn 8 
and the Branches that run into that River, : 
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And will the little Land Carriage then be fo 
nul. very chargeable? Or will the Conveyance by 
the way of Holland, the Duties in and out of 
on chat Country, and the ſeveral Tolls upon the 
Tu Aae ſe and the Rhine, be leſs Expence ? Or is 
che Land Carriage for Silk, Linen, and Pa- 
mae per, ſo very dear? Yet this round about way 
ſer i muſt be taken to ſave it: But nothing is too 
8 abſurd for the Mercator. 
lee With what Face can he ſay, that France 
has no Outlets for other Countries, that has 
e ſuch Rivers running into the Ocean or Medi- 
W terrancan ? Has one of the moſt fertile Coun- 
t, tries no Product to ſend abroad? one of the 
moſt ingenious and polite People no Manufac- 
rao tures for Foreign Markets? We have found 
W otherwiſe to our Coſt. 

But in the laſt Place, this Man fays the 
French have no Shipping for their Manufac- 
tures. This indeed was formerly the Caſe, 
but we have little Reaſon to think it will ever 
be ſo again. "They have of late Years made 
wonderful Application to the Sea ; they have 
met the united Fleets of England and Holland, 
and come off without any great Diſadvantage. 


willy If they quitted the Sea during the laſt War, it 
muſt be own'd that they did it to bring their 
0 whole Strength to bear againſt the Confederate 


Army under the Duke of Marlborough : God 
knows whether we may ever have anotherDuke 
of Marlborough; I hope we ſhalt never want 
one : But how the French can ever want either 
Shipping or Seamen, that have more Goods to 
export in Bulk than any other ſingle Nation in 
the World, and that have ſuch a Nurſery for 

L 2 Seamen 
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Seamen yielded up to them as Cape Breton, j 
paſt my Reaſon to imagine. 
The Mercator, No. 128. is grown outrage. 


ven { 
ince 


ous upon my having affirmed, That it woul . 
be poſſible for France to engroſs the Trade of Wi" 
the World, if we ſhould become a Province Mig 
to that Kingdom. The very Suppoſition of e V 
ſuch a thing has put him into the greateſt Di. la. N 
order imaginable. He has my free Conſentty . rad 
be as angry as he plcaſes with this Suppoſition, | x 
Neid 


for it is his own ; his Words, No. 126. are, 1 
mak! 


has \ 
the / 
give 


AONARCH OF ALL EUROPE, he coull 
not do it, (i. e. engroſs the whole Trade) he 
could not fail without Ships, carry by Matr. 
without Sea or Rivers; he could not make Ma- 366, 
nuffactures without Wool; he might have the From 


Dominion of the Cruniry, BUT THE TRADE ere 


IVOULD RUN MUCH AS IT DOES. 5 

Certainly it was very lawful for me to con- 10 1 
fute this extravagant Paradox; but if the Au- "R 
thor of that Paper had juſt Reaſon to believe WF. 
his Readers would be ſtariled at his Aſſertion, Ir 


I might juſtly expect the Rage he has poured 
out for expoling it to them in fo clear a View 
as I have done; yet I muſt declare my Hopes, 
that we ſhall not become a Province to the 
French Nation, tho' I faid before, That GOD 
KNOI'S whether we may ever have another 
Duke of Marlborough ; and I muſt agree with 
the Mercator in this, That TE KNOW 
that God is able to deliver us wheiher we haut 
or no. 

But obſerve the Mercator's Reaſons why the 
French cannot engroſs the Trade of Europe, 
even 
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ven tho? we were to become a French Pro- 
ince ; they cannot ſail without Ships; they can— 
wt carry by Mater without Sea or Rivers ; they 
ant make Manufaftures without Hol. His 
iguments of failing without Ships, and mak- 
ling Manufactures without Wool, are fully an- 
x. WWcred 3; France has Ships ſufficient for her 
rade, and can increaſe them as her Trade 
Wiricreales, She is not deprived of the Power 
Wot doing this by the late Treaties ; and as for 
Wnaking Manufactures without Wool, France 
Inas Wool of her own Growth; I have given 
the Mercator ſome Reaſons to believe it, I ſhall 
give him other Reaſons now. In the 'Tarift of 
a £64, among the Duties of Exportation out of 
% ane, beſides the Duties of exported Wool, 
2 lere is a Duty of 4 Sols per Head upon all 

CY ews that are exported. France exacts ſo ſmall 
„Duty upon exported Yerws, and yet ſhall it be 
{iid that Nation has no Wool! ? 

But ſince he has not only aſſerted this, but 
What France by her very Situation, and for 
ont of Rivers and Water Carriage, is unca- 
, able of much Trade; and fince I have men- 

a tioned the Tariff of 1664, I think it will not 


s, i 8 4 
be amiſs to give him an Extract out of the In- 


Ie 

» raduction to that Tariff, which in the French 
„ #7 of Rates lately tranſlated into Engliſb, be- 
» eins pag. 10. in the following Words. 


1 © But finding that theſe Abatements would 
orly leſſen the preſent Miſeries, and give 


our People the Opportunity to live with 
= ** More eaſe, but did not tend to bring in 
= Wealth from abroad, and that Trade alone is 
cable of bringing this to paſs ; for this pur- 

L 3 ec pole 
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<< poſe we have therefore from the beginniy 
<«c apply'd ourſelves to the proper Means tg 
<« ſupport, encourage and increaſe the ſame, 
“ and to give all poſſible Eaſe to our Subject 
therein: And in order thereunto have cauſ 
% ed a general Inquiſition to be made in al 
ce the Tolls which are raiſed upon all the Ri. 
vers in our Kingdom, which any way hin 
der the Commerce, or the tranſporting 
„ Goods and Merchandizes from Place t 
% Place, and having enquired into all the Pre 


* 


4 levying the ſaid Tolls, we have ſuppreſſe 
«© ſo many of them, that the Navigation of ur 
& Rivers is thereby made extraordinary eaſy. At 
© the ſame time we have eſtabliſhed Commil 
© faries in all our Provinces, to examine the 
© Dues of all our Communities or Corporat 
„ ons; upon which we have madefuch Reg. 
& lations as would reduce the ſame for the 
e preſent, and afterwards entirely diſchayi 
©« them: And in the mean time we have g. 
ven a general Liberty of Trade to all Pe- 
% ple, which they had been deprived of Wi 
e the Violences aforeſaid. After tis 
cc we have endeavoured to cauſe all our Bridge, 
« Cauſeways, Moles, Banks, Peers, and «ti 
« publick Buildings to be repaired ; the h 
& Condition whereof have been a great Hin 
&« drance to Trade, and to the carrying d 
« Merchandize from Place to Place. A 
« we have powerfully eſtabliſhed the Safety 
«-and Liberty of the Highways, appointit 
« ſevere Puniſhments to Highway-men, a 


« obliging the Provoſts of our Couſins theMzÞ 


6s 


* 


The Trade with France, 


e ſhals of France to a careful diſcharge of their 
« Office. And after having thus done every 
« thing that was in our Power to reſtore 
« Trade within the Kingdom, we have ap- 
„he'd the greateſt of our Care for the encourag- 
ing Navigation and Commerce alſo without, as 
the only Means to enrich our Subjects. To 
W << this end, having found by Experience that 
Strangers had made themſelves Maſters of all 
the Trade by Sea, nay even of the Coaſt- 
« ing Trade from Port to Port of our own 
% Kingdom; and yet the ſmall Number of Ships 
e which remained in the poſſeſſion of our Sub- 
& jects were every day taken juſt at our own 
% doors, as well in the Levant Seas as in the 
%% Maſtern Ocean; we have eſtabliſhed the Im- 


&« mg thoſe of our own Subjects; encouraging 
e them thereby to build and fit out ſufficient 
© Numbers of Ships for their Coaſting Trade: 
At the ſame time we have put to Sea ſo con- 
e fiderable a Fleet, both of Ships and Galleys, 
* as ſhould oblige the Coaſters of Barbary to 
keep their Ports and Places of Retreat. And 
the better to ſuppreſs all manner of Piracy, 
{© we have reſolved to attack them in their 
Country; to the end, that having fortified 
** ſome conſiderable Ports, we might be able 
* to keep the ſame in poſſeſſion. 
: ee At the ſame time, we have _-_ the 
Navigation of our Subjects againſt all other 


2 Pirates, by allowing them Convoys of our 
i Men of War. We have fortified and aug- 
mented the French Colonies ſettled in Ca- 


1 4 8 nada, 


&« poſitron of 50 Sols per Ton on the Freight of 
“all Strangers Ships, at the ſame time diſcharg- . 
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& nada, and the Iſlands of America, b having 
„ ſent our Ships thither ; making hem ac- 
knowledge our Authority, by ſettling of 
& Courts of Juſtice among them. Alſo we 
cc have laid the Foundation for the Settlement 
e of our Eaſt-India and///:/t-India Companies, 
« which are now ſet up in our Kingdom, to 
cc our entire Satisfaction. 

«« But altho' all theſe great things are very 
much to our Satisfaction, yet the ſaid Love 
& which we have for our People, as it is eve- 
% ry day ſtirring us up to forget what is paſt, 
& and look forward to what may further be 
% done, to the Increaſe of their Happineſs ; 


* 


we have reſolved 10 crect a Council of Trade, 


& to meet in our Preſence, and to employ to 
« that end one of the Councils of the Finan- 
“ ces, Which for that Purpoſe we ſhall diffolve: 
& In which Council of Trade ſhall be conſi- 
& dered all the Means poſſible for the Increaſe 
& and Encouragement of Trade both within and 
& without our Kingdim ; and alſo OF MA- 
« NUFACTURES, which having been hap- 
c pily performed in the firſt Day of ther 
&« Meeting, we have made known to all our 
4“ Companies, as well Sovereign as Inferior, 
&. to all Governours of Provinces, and their 
e Intendants, how tender a regard we have to 
& the Proſperity of the ſaid Commerce, with 
« Orders to them to employ all that Authority 
& which we have committed to them, for the 
c Protection of the Merchants, and to do Ju- 
c ſtice to them, even with preference to o- 
6 thers, that they may not be injured or chea- 


ted, or any way diſcouraged in their __ 
cc nes. 
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ce nfs, And we have by Circular Letters in- 
« vited the Merchants to addreſs themſelves 
« diretly to us, upon all Occaſions, and 
« to depute ſome one of their Body near our 
« Perſon, to preſent to us their Memorials and 
„ Petitions; and in caſe of Difficulty, we 
have appointed a Perſon to receive all their 
« Petitions, and ſolicit for them at our Ex- 
« pence. And we have ordained there ſhall 
« always be a Houſe appointed for that pur- 
« poſe. We have alſo reſolved to employ a 
« Million of Livres yearly for the Settling of 
| 8 + Vanufattures, and the Increaſe of Navigati- 
„. But as the moſt effectual Means for 
" « the reſtoring of Trade, is the leſſening and 
, regulating the Duties upon Goods and Mer- 
e chandizes coming in and going out of the 
Kingdom, we have appointed our Truſt 

„and well-beloved the Sieur Colbert, Coun- 


( ſellor in our Royal Council, and Intendant 
i in our Finances, &c. 
= Has the French King taken ſuch Care to 


render eaſy the Navigation of his Rivers? Has 

he applied the greateſt of his Care for the encou- 
being Navigation alſo without? Has he laid 
ich Impaſitions on Strangers Ships, diſcharging 
r the ſame time thoſe of his own Subjects? Has 
he been at the Charge of Conwoys, to ſecure the 
Navigation of his Subjects againſt Pirates? Has 
he ereched a Council of Trade for the Increaſe and 

. = Encouragement of Trade both within and without 
his Kingdom, and alſo of Mannfattures ? Has 
Pf ployed a Million of Livres yearly for the ſet- 
ting of Manufacturer, and the Increaſe of Navi- 
L 5 gation 
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gation © And does the Mercator go on to tel vey 


us that France is uncapable of Trade or Na. Gr 
vigation:? tur 
. There is not a Country ſituate more than ing 
Carriage France in the Center of all Europe? And twe 
. . . . . ' : q 
722 b. ve in does her Situation then diſqualify her for in- 0 
rauce. 


creaſing her Trade and Navigation ? Does ſhe pla 
want an Outlet to the Sea, when ſhe has at leaſt he 
700 Miles of Coaſt to the Ocean, and be- * 
tween two and three hundred to the Mediter- ona 
ranean? Or does ſhe want an Inland Navigz 55 
tion from the very Heart of that Country to El 
the Coaft ? I have the Map of France lying ot 
before me at this very time and beſides num- | 


berleſs other Rivers emptying themſelves on te ©* 
Coaſt, when I view the Seine, the Loire, and * 
the Garone in the Ocean, and the Khoſn i be 
in the Mediterranean, and the innumers W 
Th Alon. ble Branches running into thoſe Rivers, I am BW N 
rage of not able to ſee a Town or City of any Note BW * 
3 in all France, at any conſiderable diſtance from * 
1 Navigation, except in the Province of Lar- 10 
Canal, guedoc; and the Want there has been ſupplied A 
by a Royal Canal, at the Coſt of the Frech 1 
King, by which he has made a Communicati- c 


on by Water thro? the very Heart of his Coun- 
try between the Ocean and the Mediterranean. 
I cannot conceive of any Country how it can 
be rendered, either by Art or Nature, more 
capable of Navigation. Can France ſend from 
all Parts by Water-Carriage to the Ocean, ct 
the Mediterranean, her Product or Manufac- 
tures, which are too much for the Conſumpt: 
on of her own People, and by the fame Com 
veyance Wl 
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veyance back again, receive things of foreign 
Growth, which are uſeful for her Manufac- 
tures? And then is ſhe not capable of perform- 
ing the whole Exportation and Importation be- 
tween her ſelf and other Countries, in Shipping 
of her own? I deſire then this Man will ex- 
plain to his Readers what it is he means, when 
he tells them, that the French cannot carry by 
Water without Sea or Rivers: She has both 
| Sea and Rivers ſufficient for her Water-Car- 


riage z and CAPE BRETON IS YIELD- 


0% 

* ED TO HER, which will prove a perpetual 
ing Nurſery for Seamen. 

m. I hope there is no manner of Danger of our 
the erer becoming a Province to France; but let us 
* continue as Independent as we can deſire, I 
* believe I have faid enough to demonſtrate, 


that there is no want of Sea or Rivers in that 
Nation, to render her conſiderable in Com- 
merce or Navigation. We have ſcen and felt, 
that her Increaſe in both in this laſt Age, has 
been prodigious by the wiſe Maxims of her pre- 
tent King. But he judged very rightly, as is 
expreſſed in the Extract I have mentioned, that 


trom Abroad. 


Extras 


Trade was the only Way of bringing in Wealth 


* 
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„ Ma 

Extracts of two Editts oy the French King, “ for 
concerning the Paper Manufacture. « and 
Paper is made in France for leſs than Bf all 
the Price it is in England, and why it i. eve 
A Demonſtration. that the French Manufac- {MW out 
turers work cheaper than the Engliſh, with N Ce 
reſpect to the Quantity and Quality of their N lic: 
Mort. « and 


I the French Bill of Commerce ſhould paſs, 
the Engliſh Paper Manufacture muſt be 
rumed. 

An Eſſay proving the Value of Paper berei- 
fore annually imported from France, either 
fairly or clande/tinely. 


ARRET of the King's Council, prohibiting AR 
the Exportation of old Linen, old Clothes, the 
Rags, &c. 1697. ant 

50 

6 HE King having been informed, D. 

a That the Exporting old Linen, old net 

„ Clothes, Rags, &c. is a very conſiderable be 


* Prejudice to the ManufaCtures of Paper and 
« Cards of this Kingdom, had ordained, by a 
former Arret of the 28th of January, 1697, 
„ That the faid Goods ſhould pay 12 Livres 
© perhundred Weight upon their Exportation, 
«« inſtead of 6 Livres per hundred Weight, 
& payable by the Tariff of 1664. : but his faid 
„ Majeſty having ſince that being informed, 
hat notwithſtanding double Duty, divers 
particular Merchants continue to export 
C ſuch great Quantities out of the Kingdom, 
« as would cauſe a Scarcity thereof to the 

cc Manu- 
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Manufacturers in the Provinces aforeſaid ; 

in, for Remedy whereof his Majeſty ordains, 
« and hereby makes an expreſs Prohibition to 

all Perſons, of what Rank or Condition ſo- 


is, (ever, to export out of the Kingdom, with- 
a- out his Permiſſion, any old Linen, old 
ith Clothes, or Rags, from the Day of the Pub- 
er ( lication "hereof, upon Pain of Confiſcation, 


« and three thouſand Livres Fine, of which 
/s, WW the third part to the Informer. 


Done at Verſailles, 
May 29. 1697. Signed, 


et Du Jardin. 


RRE T of the King's Council, taking off 
5 the Duties of Exportation upon all Clith of 
and Silver, and Silks, and upon Paper, 
Paſt-board and Cards; and moderating the 
, Duties upon Stuffs of Wool, and Thred Li- 
0 nen- Cloth, and other Merchandizes, Decem- 
e ber 24. 1701. 


Ikewiſe his Majeſty ordains, That for 
66 Paper of all forts, White, Brown, 
„ Blue, and all other Colours; Books print- 
« ed, bound, and not bound; Cards, Paſt- 
- boards, and Cards to play with, going out 
of this Kingdom into foreign Parts, there 
f * ſhall not be paid any Duties at all. 


Done at Verſailles, 
Decem, 24. 1701. Sign'd, 
I FH. 


; 
„ 
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By theſe two Abſtracts of the French King 
Arrets it may be perceived how careful he is 
of his Manufactures in general, and of that of 
Paper in particular, 

The Pre- There are ſeven Provinces in France where 
= the Manufacture of Paper is ſettled, viz. Chan- 
where Pa- paine, Normandy, Brittany, Augoumois, Piri. 
per is made. gord, Limouſin and Auvergne; the three laf 

Provinces are full of large Foreſts of Cheſnut 

Trees, and abound ſo much in that kind of 

Fruit, that the common People have no other 

Food all the Year round,. and no other Drink 

but Water; ſo that they can afford theirWork 

very cheap, and do it next to nothing, except 

ſome of the upper Workmen, who earn a ſmall 

French Pa- Salary by the Week. This is fo true, that 
per import confiderable Parcels of Paper were imported 
tbe Duties lately from thence, altho* the Duties paid here 
of Cent. per exceed one hundred per Cent. on the firſt Coſt, 
— Co Hy notwithſtanding which the French Merchants are 
able to underſell us; and ſome of them do bra, 

that as ſoon as the Parliament is up, they vil 

import great Quantities, whether the high Du- 

ties be taken off or no; but being in hopes to 

ſucceed in having them taken off, they forbex 

a-while importing, to ſee the Event, and to 

five, if they can, the 45 per Gent. Duty which 

is now paid upon French more than upon any 

other Foreign Paper; which, if it ſhould hap: 

pen, would prove the entire Ruin of the Pape! 

Manufacture of this Kingdom. 
A Compari- If Cheſnuts, and ſuch-like ſpontaneous Pro- 


fon between 


tbe Feed of ductions of the Earth, for which we are chief) 


_ the French beholden to Nature, very little to the Labour 


— 2 of Man, are the greateſt part of the Subſiſtence 


(urers, 0 


. 
- 
4 
4 
4 
. 
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of the People employ d in the Paper Manufac- 
ture of France, there can be little doubt of 
their living at leſs Wages than our Engliſb la- 
bouring People: Even my Adverſary would 
not have the Confidence to aſſert that a 
Bellyfull of Chefnuts, which grow without 
the Labour of Man, ſhall coſt as much as a 
Belly full of Bread, which pays fo much to the 
Ploughman, the Seedſman, the Reaper, the 
Threſher, the Miller, the Baker, and innumer- 
able other Labourers, who have beſtow'd ſome 
Work upon every Loaf that was ever eaten. 
Our People therefore are ſubſiſted at a great 
Charge, and the French Manufacturers for al- 
moſt nothing. 

But for all this, he will not yield that the 
French can work cheaper: That they may (ſays 
he, No. 67.) work a Day for leſs Money than 
an Engliſhman, may be true ; that they may live 
on an Onion and a Draught of Water, a Bunch 
of Grapes, and a Piece of Bread, while the En- 
8 eliſh /Vorkman has his Beef and his Pudding, this 
may be true But there is a great Difference be- 
tween working a Day, and doing a DAV Mort; 
and that without boaſting of our own, he under- 
takes to ſay, that tho” other People will work a Day 
Ver leſs Money than the Engliſh, no Nation in 
8 te Wirld will DO SO MUCH in a Day as 
e Engliſh, or do THAT WORK SO WELL. 
Au he to avoid being partial in favour of his 
8 wn Country, appeals 2 the Fruth of it to the 
ver) Foreigners themſelves that live among us. 
| He acknowledges here that the ZEngliþ 
8 Workman muſt have HIS BEEF and HIS 
PUDDING, while he is contented to * 
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the French Manufacturer only an Onion and; 
: Draught of Water, a Bunch of Grapes, and 
Piece of Bread, which is certainly the cheaper 
Diet of the two z and yet as cheap as it is, the 
People employ'd in their Paper Manufacture, 
are very few of them ſo well fed: Their chief 
Diet is Cheſnuts, which is not quite ſo dex 


ey 


Paper 


as what we give our Hogs. Here then we * 
have his Confeſſion, that the Subſiſtence of the V 
People in France is much cheaper than it is nth 
in England; and yet if that of their Paper Mx WF” 

nufacturers is chiefly Cheſnuts, it is ſtill a great ay 
deal cheaper than he has acknowledged: ant 


Without having recourſe to the Reduction <> 
their Coin in France, and the cheaper Wage 
there upon that account, there can be no que- 
ſtion that a Buſhel of Cheſnuts is to be purchas'l 
for leſs Silver than a Buſhel of Bread Corn. 

But then the Mercator urges, that there is 
great Difference between working a Day and 
doing a Day's /York, between working for 
leſs Daily Mages, and doing as much Dai 
Work; and he undertakes to ſay, That w 
Nation in the Mord will do fo much Work ma 
Day, or do that FVark ſo well; and for the 
Truth of this, he appeals to the Foreigners 
themſelves that live among us. I accept of hs 
Appeal, and will be content to abide by their 
Determination. 

I have had the Curioſity to enquire into the 
Paper Manufacture, and J find that five Pai 
of Hands are employ'd at every Fat; that ſo 
many Hands are neceſſary in England, and 
that more cannot be uſed in France. I an 
taught too by our own Manufacturers, — 

! 
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ey do not diſpatch here above eight Reams of 
pier in a Day at a ſingle Fat, and that they 
patch above nine in France with the ſame 


| . 
* ſumber of Hands; and yet I believe there is 
gur ot any Man in England fo hardy as to affirm, 
chi at either ours, or indeed any Paper in the 


Vorld, exceeds that of France. 
would not be thought to affirm, that a 
Frenchman, with his Bellyfull of Cheſnuts, or 
ith this Man's Onion and a Draught of Wa- 
r, with his Piece of Bread, and a Bunch of 
rapes, can have as much Strength as an En- 
iſhman with his Beef and Pudding: but there 
s a Slight of Hand in almoſt every Manufac- 
ure that is much more neceſſary than Strength; 
and *tis plain, that we are not yet arrived at 
at Slight, if a Fat with five Pair of Hands, 
in France, is able to work off more Reams of 
Paper than the ſame Number of Hands can do 
bn England. 
If the French Manufacturers can live on 
Cbeſnuts, poſſibly not a fourth. part of the 
rice of our Engliſb Diet, ſurely they may be 
Fable to work for a third part of the daily 
ges that are given in England. And if 
„Loch all this the fame Number of Hands can 
; diſpatch more Reams of Paper in a Day than 
Ian be done in England, it is not to be won- 
dered at, that with the preſent Duties exceed- 
* Cent. per Cent. on French Paper, the 
Wc are nevertheleſs able to underſell our 
| Engliſh Manufacturers. But their very under- 
| ſelling of us, under the preſent Load of Du- 
lies, is another Demonſtration, that the French 
work 


233. 
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work more and better Paper, for leſs Wage, 
than the Paper-makers in this Kingdom, 

What then muſt be the Conſequence, if 
45 ber Cent. of the preſent Duties on French 
Paper ſhould be taken off, purſuant to the 
late Treaty of Commerce? Then there is an 
End of our Engliſb Manufacture. 

Before the Revolution, there was hardly any 
other Paper made in England than brown; but 
the War enſuing, and Duties being laid from 


time to time on foreign Paper, it gave ſuch 


Encouragement to the Paper-makers, that 
moſt of them begun to make white Paper fit 
for writing and printing ; and they have 
brought it by degrees to ſo great Perfection 
both for Quantity and Goodneſs, that they 
make now near two Thirds of what is con- 
fum'd in Great Britain; and feveral of them 
make it as white and as well bearing as any 
comes from abroad, as Sir William Humphreys, 
Mr. Baſtett, and ſeveral others, can witnek, 
And I make no doubt, if further Encourage 
ment was given them, by taking off the 1: 
per Cent. Exciſe, which was lately laid upon 
home-made Paper, and which by the Mult: 
tude of Officers brings in little or nothing t 
the Queen, and the ſaid 12 per Cent. (for u 
Equivalent to the Fund) was laid upon Out 
landiſh Paper, but that they could in alittl 


"ber of time make enough to ſupply all the Occaſion 
—5 Ray, of the Nation, there being above 120 Fi 


in Great 
Britain, 


within 60 Miles of Londen, beſides ſeven 
more in Yorkſhire and Scotland, which il 
(more or leſs) make white Paper, and wil 
undoubtedly go on daily improving and ir 

creaſug 


The Trade with France, 


creaſing that uſeful Manufacture, if the pre- 
ſent high Duties be kept on French Paper, be- 
ing that which they dread moſt, by reaſon of 
its extraordinary Cheapneſs, 


The neceſſity of having writing and print- | ile Paper 
ing Paper is well known to every body; but Manufac- 
it will not perhaps be amiſs to make it appear _ and . 
how profitable and beneficial that Manufacture peer — 


is to Great-ritain. 

Rags are the main Ingredient Paper is made 
of, which were formerly caſt away, and 
thrown to the Dunghill, but are now gathered 
with great Care by poor People, who get ho- 
neſtly their Livelihood by it, and would other- 
wiſe beg their Bread : This employs abundance 
of Hands. When theſe Rags are gathered, 
they are brought to the Mill, and this ſtill em- 
ploys more Hands. After they are in the Mill, 
they let them lie a while till they are ſufficiently 
mellow or rotten, and then put them into the 
Tubs under the Hammers, to be beaten into a 
kind of Jelly or white Subſtance looking like 
Milk ; and being thence carried into the Fat, 
the chief Workman, upon a Pair of Molds 
for that Purpoſe, takes up the Sheets or Water 
Leaves, (of which he makes 4 or 5000 more 
or leſs, according to the Size and Weight of 
the Paper.) Theſe Water Leaves, after being 
well prefſed between two Felts, and the Wa- 
ter well drained out, are carried up into the 
Garrets or drying Rooms, and there hung upon 
a Multitude of Ropes to dry : and from thence 
being brought down ag: in into the ſizingRoom, 
a Liquor is there prepared for ſizing or gum- 
ming every Sheet; the Paper which is for print- 
ing 
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ing being but moderately ſiz d, but that which 
is for writing nicely, that it may bear Ink. 

This Paper, after ſizing, is a ſecond time 
preſs*d, and carried up into the Garrets, and 
hung upon the Ropes to dry once more ; and 
then, with a great deal of Care, and hard La- 
bour, preſs'd a third, a fourth, and a fifth time, 
to make it {ſmooth and of a good Grain; and 
then put up into Quires and Reams. 

Now eonfidering how many Hands every in- 
dividual Sheet of Paper goeth thro” before it i; 
brought to Perfection, *tis plainly perceived 
that a great Number of People is employ'd in 
each Mill : then thoſe who gather the Rags up 
and down in all the Counties of England, and 
bring them to the Mills; thoſe who make the 
Felts, which takes up a good Quantity cf 
Wool, being very thick, and for every Sheet 
of Paper, a Piece of Felt of the ſame Size, or 
a little larger; the Rope- makers, the Mould- 
makers, the Carpenters, Wheel-wrights, Tim- 
ber-Merchants, Smiths, (for this Work con- 
ſumes a great deal of Iron, by the Hammers 
bearing perpetually upon the Iron Plates) and 
ſeveral other Trades, who depend upon the 
building and keeping the Mills in repair ; thoſe 
who ſell Allum, Copperas, Cuttings and Par- 
ings of Gloves, Parchment and Leather ; 
all which are uſed in the ſizing or gumming of 
Paper : All theſe Things conſidered, it cannot 
be denied, but a vaſt many People get their 
Livelihood, or receive a Benefit, by this uſeful 
and ingenious Manufacture, 

There is ſtill one farther Uſe I would make 


of this Information, which I have —_ 
rom 
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tom the Paper Manufacturers of this King- 
dom; and that is, to compute by it, as I have 
done in the Articles of Linen and wroughtSilk, 
the Value of Paper which was heretofore an- 
E nually imported from the French Nation. 
s Upon the Interruption of our French Com- 
merce, we have increaſed our Importation of 
? Paper from other Countries, and the Manu- 
facture of this Commodity in Great Britain. 
Indeed the Manufacture of white Paper is al- 
moſt entirely new in this Kingdom. : 
If it ſhall be ſaid we are not richer now than 
ve were formerly, and if our late Exciſes on 
Paper make it credible that our Conſumption of 
Fit is not greater than before our firſt War with 
Hance, then whatſoever we have increaſed in 
this Manufacture at home, or in the Importa- 
tion of it from other Countries, is ſo much loſt 
to France, then the whole Quantity of this 
Increaſe was annually imported from thatKing- 
dom, 
One hundred and twenty Fats within 60 M. Th State of 
f London for white Paper, at 8 Reams a day, — 
Nut produce near 300,000 Reams per Ann. tare in 
Dad if thoſe of Vorꝶſbire and Scotland, together Great Bri- 
- vith the Increaſe of our Importations from J- 1 
and Holland, ſhall be allowed to produce a- ty made 
ove 100,000 Reams more for the Conſump- e. 
lon of this Kingdom, (as they certainly do, if 
e whole Paper Manufacture of Britain is but 
eo Thirds of our whole Conſumption) the 
hole Quantity made in this Kingdom, or im- 
ted from other Countries inſtead of French 
ber, will amount to 400,000 Reams per 
ume then ſuch therefore muſt have been our 
annual 


— — — 


% merly had againſt England. My Author, "i 
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Ard tbe annual Importation from France, and the V. 
Falue ef it. Jue of this, at 55. per Ream, muſt have 2 


mounted to 100,000 J. per Annum, 

Our Cu/tom-houſe Accounts then may telly 
the Value of 20 or 30 or 40, ooo J. per amn, 
was annually imported from France, the reſt 
the Sum of 100,000. per Amum muſt h 
made up by clandeſtine Importations. 


A Letter, ſhewing by the Authority f the Re 
view, (writ by the Author of the Merc: 
tor) that the Ballance of the French Tru 
was formerly againſt England : with ſm 
Reflections upon ſeveral Paſſages in iin 
Author. 


To the Britiſh Merchant. 


J. &, 
80 * OU have lately given us the Auth 
56 rity of Puffendorf, De Wit, and I 
cc tyy, for the vaſt Extent of the French Ini 
& and Manufactures. I have ſent you ber 
& the Words of a living Author upon the ſm 
c Subject, and the vaſt Ballance France fur 


cc believe, would take it ill not to be thou 
“ as conſiderable as any of the Perſons jt 
c have cited; and for my own part, Ia 
c he has treated this as well as ever he did 
other Subject. My Author is the Ru 
«© and his Words are as follow: 5 


„ 


is 
— 
PR 
he * 
Wo 


= Cf 
King Charles the Second, that in ſpite of all 
the Engliſb Goods we could vend in France, 
„ve traded with them to our Loſs, and the 
8 « Bailance run Soo, ooo. per Annum againſt 


N 
I 
> 
by 
5 
3 
L 
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8 Review, No. 82. Saturday Decem. 16. 1740. 


« [t lies before us to conſider our Trade, as 


e it ſtands with relation to France. 


« Tt is apparent that, except as hereafter 


„ excepted, our Trade with France, ſuppoſe 
e the War over, „lands on a better Foot than e- 
„ir it did theſe laſt 50 Years, or indeed ever 


„before. 


« French Faſhions, French Wine, and French 
grew up ſo much in the Reign of 


&« us, which we were obliged to make good by 


« Bills. 


I deſire to lay this Caſe a little open as 


„ ſhort as poſſible, and be particular in the 


Goods we ſent thither, and received from 
ce thence, becauſe it will be very informing to 


« the Schemes I ſhall have occaſion to draw. 


We ſent to France in chief, 
Woollen Manufactures, as, 
Cloth, Herrings, 
Stockings, 85 
Hats, Cc. Lead, 
Leather, Eaſt- India Goods, 
Tin, Copperas, 
Sugars, Wool in abundance, 
Tobaccos, 
Wrought Iron, 


We 
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SorÞ of 
Goods ex 
ported to 
France, 
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And ime We received from thence, 77 


Ported from 1 

y Salt, Paper, . 
Wine, Rozin, 7 
Brandies, Pruans, . 
Linens, Pickles, 7 
Wrought Silks, Perfumes, 5 
Gloves, Preſerves, and num 
Hats, berleſs namel . 
Glaſs, Toys. . 

Their Wins ** The Gentlemen that have been come 


and Bran- Pile in Trade, know very well, that tk 
1 Mines and Brandies of France ſo overpnuni 
Exports, all our Exports thither, that there was w 
&« Proportion between the Particulars on 6 
ce ther Side, but that any ſingle Article of | 
ce quids demanded more Money than all u 
« Trade to them could pay for. 
& Thus ftood the State of our Trade 
« France when the late War began; and k 
&« any Man, that ſays France has not loſt h 
« the War, compare the State of their Tui 
ce to England, as it was at the end of the 
“ War, and will be at the end of this (it e 
«© ver it ſhall * and they will join with mh 
« in this, that France has an irreparable L 
c which ſhe ſhall feel in Trade for 50 Yea 
«© and perhaps ever after the War; a Loß it 
« has ſo turned the Scale of Trade aga 
© © her, that as ſhe traded with us 800, 000 
£6 per Annum to her Gain before, ſhe m 
«© trade as much to her Loſs, which is abortl 
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Vor. II. 


The Trade with France, 
general Ballance of Trade. I ſhall proceed 


to make this plain in the next Paper. 
« Again, Review Number 86. Saturday 
Decemb. 30. 1704. 
« Tam upon the Article of our Trade with 
France, or rather their Trade with us. I 
have noted how at the beginning of theRup- 
ture between the Kingdoms, the French 
Trade to England was carry'd vaſtly to their 
Gain and our Loſs, by reaſon of the prodi- 
gious Export of their Liquids, Silks, &c. 
6 Before I go on farther with the Particu- 
lars of the preſent State of this Trade, 1 
am to ſhew how it is fallen from being ſa 
much to their Advantage, to its being now 
as much to ours; and here *tis neceſſary to 
examine our own Affairs alittle. A Multi- 
tude of French Refugees thronging into this 
Nation, on Account of Religion, orPretence 
ot Religion, (let the Uncharitable judge which 
way they pleaſe) theſe People being, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, all Mechanicks, fell imme- 
diately to Trade, in order to get Bread, ſome 
to one Employment, ſome to another : As a 
great many of them fell upon our Woollen 
Trade, fo they generally inclined to work 
our Wool into ſuch kind of Goods as they 
had been accuſtomed to work in their own 
Countries, rather than to fall into our Ma- 
nufactures, which they did not underſtand. 
From hence it appears, that among out 
Combers, Wool-Spinners, Broad Cloth or 
Serge-makers, you have few or no French. 
“The firſt Effort of the French Refugees, 
was our thin blact Crapes, a Manu factim- 
VI 
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Sank cur Im- 
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France in 


5 ve great 
Articles, 


ce purely their own ; and I refer to the Memo 


Gentlemen who cry out our Manufadu 


The Britiſh Merchant, 


c ry of People converſant in Trade, how 
6 niverſally it pleaſed our People; ſo that th 
cc Jeaſt Quantity of Wool that ever was hear 
c of in a Garment, ſupplying the room cf: 
& Suit of Cloth, it became a general Habit 
& and the Ladies of the beſt Quality began ty 
appear in a Gown and Petty-Coat under z 
6 Shillings, till the Meanneſs of the Price gi. 
<« ing every Servant an Opportunity to bes 
cc fine as her Miſtreſs, it grew a little ob 
& lete among the Women, then the Men fd 
& into it. 

& And again, in the fame Review : As th 
& French Refugees apply'd themſelves to [nd 
&« ſtry and Labour, they not only introduce 
« Alterations in our Manufactures, by ſeti 
«© wp ſuch ſorts of Moollen Goods as were ben 
& made in France, but as in like Caſes iti 
&« ways happened, they began to ered ſud 
&« French Manufactures as we uſed to haet 
« great Quantities from them, ſuch as Ha 
« Glaſs, Paper, Luſtrings, Canvas, W 
« Cloths, and ſeveral forts of Wrought vis 

The two firſt of theſe we have abſolute 
« maſtered, and brought them to ſuch ale 
« fection, as that in open Trade they ar: 
« tent to receive them from us; and the 0 
« are in a great meaſure improv*d, and 
cc proſpect of Increaſe. | 

« By this Method, five exceeding g 
« Articles of our Import from thence are i 
« ſened, if not quite ſunk; and here tit 
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« to conſider, whether we do not daily in- 
« creaſe in making other Manufactures, as 
« well as in loſing ſome Quantities of our own: 
« but theſe flegmatick Gentlemen are for do- 
« ing any Country Juſtice but their own. 

« The Manufacture of Glaſs and Hats we 6½½, Han, 

ce have abſolutely and entirely made our own, L/trirge, 
« as is before noted; and I think I need not — . — 
« ſpend my own Time, or the Readers, to Canvas, 
« tell them, That Luſtrings or plain black 
« Silks, Paper, and Sail-Clath, are wonder- 
<« fully improved, vaſt Quantities of them 
«© made in England, and great Numbers of our 
& Poor daily employed in them. If any Man 
ce requires me to deſcend to Particulars, I can 
ce inform them of near 50 white Paper-Mills, 
& which make now extraordinary good Paper 
i for the Preſs and for the Pen, which with- 
© in theſe few Years was not to be found in 
&« this Nation. The Luſtring-Company can an- 
« fwer for the Silks, and the Multitude of 
& Looms at work on Canvas and Sail-Clth 
“ will prove much of the other. | 

I wave here what Uſe I could make of 
de this matter with reſpect to the ſupplying 
our People with Manufactures, obtained 
* to this Nation by Encroachment from our 
“ Neighbours, as a thing remote from the 
& fPurpoſe: But thus far it anſwers the pre- 
©« ſent Affairs; theſe Articles have ſunk c- 

** ceedingly our Imports of Goods frcin 
% France, 

FBut this was not all; as ſoon as the firſt 
* War broke out, the ſtrict Prohibition of 
* Wines and Brandies from France, and more 
M 2 particu- 
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Toe Britiſh Merchant. 


particularly the high Duties on thoſe tan 
by Prize, but a check to the vaſt Importz- 
tions from thence ; and that War holding 
ſo exceeding long, the Portugal Merchants 
ſoon enlarged their Trade, and filled the 
whole Nation with their Wines. IT 
true, their Wines being heavy and ftrong, 
did not at firſt pleaſe, and we hanker'd af- 
ter the old Claret of Bourdeaux; but in the 
time the Quantities wore off, and the Mer- 
chants found out Ways and Means- either 
to bring the Portugueſe Wine to our Pe. 
lates, or Cuftom brought our Palates to the 
Wine: So that we began to forget the 
French Wines, and like the other well e. 
nough. And for this Reaſon I confeſs 
ſhould like much rather the Act againſt ſo- 
phicating of Wines ſhould not paſs; for we 
trade in Wine ſo much to our Advantage 
now, to what we did before, that we had 
better drink almoſt any thing for Wine, than 


fall back into the old Channel of Trade, and buy 


them with our ready Money from France. It 
is a ſtrange thing to obſerve how Trade runs 
in Channels and Eddies, and will ſometimes, 
like the Tide, ſhift the Courſe, change the 
Streams, and remove or fix Banks and Sands 
here or there, and on a ſudden return to 
them again, 

© By theſe Turns of Affairs the Channel 
of the Wine-Trade is quite ſhifted from 
France to Portugal and Spain. It is not for 
me to enter into the dark Doings of out 


Vintners, Wine-Coopers, and Brewing- 


Merchants: I am not examining what 
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Quantity of Cyder or Turnip- Juice is uſed 
in that Wine we drink. It is better for 
England we ſhould drink all Turnip-I ine, or ., portugal 


any Wine, than that we ſhould drink the be/t 
Mine in Europe, and go back to France fer 
it. At preſent the Guſt of the French Wine 
is laid by, and the groſs Draught of the 
whole Nation is upon Portugal Wines. 
Theſe the Portugueſe ſell us for our Manu- 
factures, and take a large Quantity of 
Goods from us: And all that ready Money 
we uſed ta pay the French for their Wines, 
Brandies, and Vinegars, is ſaved in our 
Packets. 

„ Upon the whole it appears, that were 
we now actually at Peace with France, we 


8 << /hould not import any of their Glaſs, their Hats 


or Luſtrings, not a fifth part of their Wine, 
nor above a Third * their Brandy, nor half 
their Linens. 

And this great Alteration muſt of courſe 
turn the Channel of Trade againſt them. 
'Tis true, they have prohibited intirely our 
Trade to them with Herrings in Time of Peace, 
and laid high Duties on our Manufafures ; 
but our Lead, our Tin, our Tobacco, our Su- 
gars, our Eaſt-India Goods, our Corn, our 
Leather, and ſo much of our Waols. Theſe things 
they muſt have, they will have, and they cannot 
go without, And it is plain, that for theſe 
and ſuch like, during the Interval of the laſt 
Peace, they received from us ſuch prodigi- 
ous Quantities as plainly turned the Scale of 
Trade on our fide to a great Value. 
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c“ ble to anſwer ; and notwithſtanding all te | 


The Britiſh Merchant. 


« To eftabliſh the Authority of the Reving 
in Matters of Trade, if I miſtake not, then 
is a Paſſage in the Author of The E ſay m 
Publick Credit, in which he declares his Ap. 
probation of the Review in Matters 0 
Trade much better than in Politicks. Hoy 
comes it to paſs that he is now gained over 


to be an Advocate for the late projectel 
Commerce, which muſt have proved the 
Ruin of this Kingdom ? 


I muſt be ſo juſt to the Author of the 
Review, as to obſerve, that in a Treatiſe 


he has ſince 
Thoughts upon the Subject of 


publiſhed, intituled, Som 
Commerce with 


France, pag. 17. he acknowledges him 
to have been miſtaken formerly in his Opt 
nion of the Ballance of the French Trad: 
being 800,000 J. per Ann. to our ob 


The Miſtake, he ſays, he owes ( to abr 
per which paſs'd for current Truth in thoſe 


times, called a SCHEME, c. But, ſo: 


he, J have really been amazed to ſee thit 


Scheme detected of ſuch manifeſt Fraud, 
proved to be wholly falſe, and deſignech 


impoſed on the Nation, even to {tripping 


ſtart naked from all manner of Covering 


and not one Word ſaid in its defence. 


& Sir, 


you have ſaid more in defence «| 


that SCHEME, than the Author of tit 
& Review and his preſent Party will ever be? 


« Objections againſt it from the Cuſtom- Heil 


s the Ballance of French Trade was here f? 


<« fore 800,000 J. per Ann. againſt Englat 


5 as aſſerted by the Review, 
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ce But *tis probable this Author may have 
« corrected his Miſtake from ſome ſecret 


© << Convictions given him by the above-men- 


« tioned Author of the E //ay on Publick Credit, 
« rather than from the Frauds pretended to be 


detected in the SCHEME. 


« Tt remains then, according to the un- 


„ hiak'd Sentiments of the Author of the 


« Review in the above-cited Paſſages, that 
« our Trade with France, by our Prohi- 
e bitions and high Duties on French Goods, 
« ſtands on a much better Foot than it 
has done theſe Fifty Years, or indeed e- 
« yer before; that the Ballance heretofore 
&« run 800,000 J. againſt us; that the very 
« Wines and Brandies imported formerly from 
% France overpower'd all our Exports to that 
Nation; that the French Refugees ſet up 


“here their black Crapes, a Manufacture 


« purely their own, and that conſequently 
« they had a Woollen Manufacture in that 
“Nation; that by means of their Prohibiti- 
ons and high Duties our Luſtings or plain 
„black Silks, Paper, and Sail-Cloth are won- 
« cerfully improved, and great Numbers of our 
Poor daily imployed in them; that we had 
better drink almoſt any thing for Wine, 
* Turnip Wine, or any other Wine, than 
fall back into our old Channel of Trade, and 
* buy our Wine with ready Money from 
* France, or than drink the beſt in Europe, 
and go back to France for it ; that while 
theſe Prohibitions or high Duties ſhall re- 


-- 


of their Glaſs, their Hats, or Luſtrings, not 
M 4 14 4 


main in force, „ we ſhould not import any 
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“ a fifth of their Wine, nor above a thin 
ce part of their Brandy, nor half their Linens: 
« [I ſuppoſe he means in proportion to what we 
« did formerly; but while all theſe thing 
«« ſtand prohibited here, ſeveral things, and to 
a very great Value, the French muſt b from 
«- England, and pay for them with ready Mz 
„% ney, Iam, 

Sir, yeur humble Servant, 


A Letter ſhewing how dangerous Rivals th 
French are of our Trade, eſpecially in the 
Articles of Fiſhing, by our Grants to them ij 
Cape Breton, &c. 


Wherein is alſo a State 4 the extravagant 
Duties payable upon Herrings, &c. in 


France. 
To the Britiſh Merchant. 
SIX, 
6 HE Mercator is frequently eſſaying 
66 againſt the Dutch, and tells us they 


are very averſe to our Trading with France, 
« If I ſhould for once agree with the Mercu- 
c tor in the Matter of Fact, I am afraid | 
&« ſhould differ with him in the Reaſon ; the 
% Reaſon he aſſigns is, that they may have 
* the Opportunity of buying the French Goods, 
and running them in upon us; but this | 
& ſo ridiculous, nothing can be more ſo. 
„What] Can the Dutch buy French Goods, 
&« carry them to Holland, and then run them in 


« upon us? And cannot the French much more 
cc eaſily 


hird 
ens: 
We 
ing 
d to 
From 


Mz. 


ant, 


the 
| the 


mf 


pant 
in 


The Trade with France, 
eaſily from their own Coaſt do it? The 


« French are nearer, their Riſque lefs, the 
Freight cheaper, than to go ſo much far- 
ther a-field, run a double Riſque, and pay 
double or treble Freight and other Charges. 
« Really, in this Inſtance, it muſt be ſaid the 
AI. reator was hard put to it to find a Stone 
to fling at the Dutch; but ſuppoſing the 
« Dutch as fond of the French Trade as they 
pleaſe, this J am ſure of, that ſince our Pro- 
hibition of French Goods, we have expor- 
« ted more Goods to all the World, than dur- 
ing their being admitted, 

„The Mercator has obliged us with ſome 
Inſtances, wherein the Dutch and French 
have been too hard for us in Trade. Had 
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he done this fairly and impartially, he would 


— 


have been to be commended ; and in this I 
vill join Iſſue with him, that whatever Na- 
„tion, be it Dutch, French, or any other, 
that endeavours to over-reach us in Matters 
© of Commerce, ought to be look'd upon by 
* Great Britain with a jealous Eye; but I will 


# © {hew him there is not ſo much Danger from 


the Dutch, with relation to our Trade, as 
from the French. 

„He has in his Papers, No. 130, 131, 
and 132. given us eight Inſtances, where- 


im he ſays the Dutch are our moſt dange- 


*© rous Rivals; and in his No. 133. he ſays 
the Vrench are our Rivals only in two Bran- 
ches of our Trade, viz. The Woollen 


Manufacture, and our Shipping. But where- 


* fore two? Why, theſe two are worth all 


| * the reſt, Surely he forgot when he faid this, 


M 5 & how 


249 


The Merca- 
tor's Self 
contradicti- 
ons, 


French ri- 
wal us in 


the Fiſhery, 


e leaſt equally, if not in a greater degree than 


The Britiſh Merchant, 
© how often he has told us of the pitiful and 
„ inconſiderable Woollen Manufacture of the 
% French, that there could be no danger of 
« their Woollen Manufactures, and that, fu 
from rivalling us at a foreign Market, the 
« could never cope with us in France it ſelf, 
e tho* our Woollen Manufactures ſhould py 
the Duties impoſed by this Treaty. 

Again, theſe great Wits have very ſhort 
+« Memoires. He muſt needs have forgot hoy 
& frequently he has told us, that the Dutch ar 
© the only Rivals of our Navigation; but noy 
* he acknowledges the French are ſo too — 
And are the French ſuch innocent Cree 
„ tures, that their being Rivals in our Navi 
<«« gation is not ſo dangerous to us, as the ſame 
thing would be in the Dutch? 

„gut that I may not be miſunderſtood a 
if I were pleading for the Dutch ; for where 
« infoever they are our Rivals in Trade, they 
are to be guarded againſt. But J am ſheu- 
„ ing we ought to be more jealous of the 
&«& French, who are more our Rivals in Trade; 
& and in order to do this, I ſhall ſhew the 
& Aercator*s Partiality, by repreſenting truly 
« the State of the French Trade, and adding 
te to the Mercator's two Inſtances ſeveral & 
6 thers wherein the French are our Rivals, à 


& the Dutch are. 

«© He has omitted to charge to the Account 
e of the French their rivalling us in the F iſhe- 
« ry. He charges this to the Account of tit 
„ Dutch, and tells us very truly, that they are 
« increaſed in the Herring-Fiſhery ; _ 5 
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« he will not ſay in Red-Herrings, that he 

« knows is not true, for they make none but 7z, Induſtry 
« White-Herrings : They catch them in the Ye Durch 
« open Seanear the Coaſt of Scotland, and car- — 
« ry them to Holland and prepare them. Their to the Fiſbe- 
60 Induſtry in this is to be commended, and 9. 

« the Supineneſs and Negligence of the Scotch 

« and Engliſh to be blamed, not that they do 

« not hinder them, but that they do not imi- 

« tate their Induſtry and Vigilance. He ſays 

they uſed to pay an Acknowledgment for 


h 

"WY « this; 1 wiſh they did ſo ſtill. But I ſhall 
4 « tell him preſently of another Nation that 
ws paid a Duty for catching Fiſh, which has 


«been long ſince diſcontinu'd thro? the Faults: 

&« of ſome Perſons formerly, and that they are 

* now very far from being again reduced to a 

« Condition of being ever forced to renew the 

« Payment of that Duty. He ſays, the Ditch French 
have beaten us out of Whale-Fiſhing : He 2% great 


they Whale- 
. has forgot that the French have a very great Fiſbery, and 


« Fiſhery of that kind; but it did not ſerve are rhe be 
his Purpoſe to ſay any thing of the French cee 
« White-Fiſhery ; that would have made a- World. 

„ gainſt his good Friends, and therefore was 

to be paſſed over in Silence. Notwithſtand- 

ing the French Fiſhermen of St. John de 
Luſe, Bayonne, and other Ports in that Part 

of the Bay of Biſcay, are the moſt expert 

** Harpooners in the World, without except- 

ing the Dutch and Hamburghers. Whe- 

ther the Mercator knew this or no, the French 

** know it, and therefore took care by the 

* late Treaty of Commerce to have the Pro- 

= duce of Whales excepted (not againſt us, 

“ (ſary 


Our Danger 
from the 
French 
Fr/hery in 
Newfou d- 
land, and 
giving 'em 
CapeBreton, 


The Britiſh Merchant, 


& fays the Mercator, but) againſt the Dutch. 
&« *Tis a Sign they think their own Fiſhery 


„ ſufficient at leaſt to ſupply themſelves with 


© the Produce of Whales, without being be- 
6 holden either to the Dutch or Engliſh. The 
« Dutch then are not the only Nation that 
„ have wormed us out of this Trade; the 
« French have done it too, to the vaſt Increaſe 
of their Nagivation and Seamen 

«« But the French have not only increaſed in 
« the Whale-Fiſhery, but, which is of much 
«© more conſequence to us, they have exceed- 
& ingly increaſed their Fiſhery to Newfound- 
& land, as well on the Coaſt as on the great 
«© Bank. The Conſequences of this Increaſe 
&« of their Fiſhery we have, to our Sorrow, 
too ſenſibly felt; and yet they have found 
&« Advocates for it, who are ready to anſwer, 
& when any thing is repreſented againſt grant- 
&« ing the French any Liberty of Fiſhery, 
« What] muſt the French have nothing? 80 


very kind are ſome Perſons to them, that 


« they are angry with their Fellow Subjects 
« for endeayouring to exclude them that Fi- 


„ ſhery. The French do not only fiſh on the 


« great Banks of Newfoundland for ſuch Fiſh 
& as is cured without drying, as the Dutch do 
« in their White Herring Fiſhery in the open 
« Sea, but have had the Addreſs to obtain 
« that the Iſland of Cape Breton ſhould be 
c yielded up to them tb fortify and do what 
e they pleaſe with; where they may, and 
« doubtleſs will, make another Dunkirk, and 
« where they may carry on their Dry Fiſhe- 
4% ry, as well as at Placentia, We =o 

« Ac- 


* 
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« Account that they have ſome time ago ſent 
« Men of War to fortify Cape Breton : But, 
c as if this was not Privilege enough for them, 
6e they have obtained that in the Fiſhing Sea- 
e ſon they may reſort to the very Iſland of 
« Newfoundland itſelf, and erect Stages, Cc. 
c to cure and dry their Fifh at. Tis a Sign 
« they think this Liberty ſufficient for them; 
« for they have excepted againſt all this fort 
46 of Fiſh, but what ſhall be in Barrels by the 
« late Treaty of Commerce. The Mercator 
« cannot be ſo ignorant as to ſuppoſe New- 
« foundland Fiſh, and eſpecially the Dry Fiſh, 
« can be carried to France in Barrels, but at 
&« ſuch an Increaſe of the Coſt as ſhall render 
« the Sale impracticable in that Country, 
ce tho* the Duties there are ſufficient to do 
&« this. | * 
« But this is not all; the World is well a- — 
© mended with the French ſince the Time merly, but 
“that they paid a Tribute for the Liberty of e now. 
„ curing and drying Fiſh at Newfoundland, 
„ which was granted to them by King Charles 
e the Firſt, in the 10th Year of his Reign. 
« At this preſent the French do not only pay 
© no Tribute, but by their Neighbourhood 
at Cape Breton will oblige us to keep large 
“ Gariſons at Newfoundland, if we will pre- 
vent our being ſurprized there; where th * 
{« will have the Liberty of the Fiſhing Seaſon Salmon 
s equally with us from Cape Bonavi/ia North- Fiſhery in 
** ward to the Northern Point of the ſaid If- ee, 
land, &c. by which Situation they will be ſuch Privi- 
<* our Riyals in another Branch of our Fiſhe- e there 
«© Fy, that of Salmon For at the _—_— of S— 
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& Bonavi/ta, which is to the Northward of 
ce the Cape, and therefore within their Limits, 
is an extraordinary good Fiſhery of Salmon, 
„ But this ſome, wiſe Folks knew nothing of. 
« Had the late King William granted the 
&« Dutch any one of the Iſlands of the Orineys 
& in Propriety to fortify, or a Liberty of re- 
* ſorting to, or of erecting Drying Houſes 
e neceſſary to cure Red Herrings in any ſuch 
« Iſland, or in England or Scotland, it would 
c have been remember'd with very good Rea- 
« ſon à thouſand and a thouſand times over, 
« So the Mercator may obſerve here, the 
Dutch and French do neither of them pay the 
« Duty they uſed to pay; but the French have 
c had the Cunning to procure for their Fiſhe- 
&« ry ſuch Liberties and Privilegesas can ſcarce- 
« ly be conſiſtent with our Safety or Intereſt, 
& and which the Dutch could not obtain from 
c thole whom the Mercator counts their 
« Friends. I leave the World now to judge 
« who are our GREATEST and MOST 
«© DANGEROUS Rivals in the Fiſhery. 

7% French Not that I am fo much concerned that 
ſoould ne- they do not now pay that Acknowledgment 
ver bave „ they formerly paid for the Liberty of fiſh- 
. ing on the Iſland of Newfoundland, as I am 


La 


A 
* 


— ce that they at any time paid any ſuchAcknow- 
kand. ce ledgment: For certainly, without the Sha- 


— — —— — — — ꝙꝗ—Bĩ 2 „ 


c dow of that Submiſſion, they would not 
c haye been indulg'd in a Matter that might 
tc in its Conſequence prove as fatal to our 
« Safety, as detrimental to our Commerce; 
c and JI cannot but think, that notwithſtanding - 


dc the Intereſt the French had in the Court of | 
4 « Eng- | 
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„ England, by means of the French Match, 
e they would hardly, without this ſeemingAd- 
« vantage, have obtained Leave to cure and 
« dry their Fiſh upon the very Iſland of New- 
cc foundland itſelf, whatever Leave might have 
«© been granted them of fiſhing upon the great 
« Banks thereof, which are as much the De- 
c pendencies of that Ifland, as the Coaſts and 
« Banks, where the Dutch fiſn for Herrings 
« off of Scotland and the North Parts of 
« England, are belonging to Great Britain; 
« and for which there was the ſame Reaſon to 
« inſiſt on a Duty to be paid by the French, 
te tho? they ſhould never ſet their Foot upon 
« the Iſland, as there was fox demanding it of 
e the Dutch for what they caught hero in the 
e open Sea Every body muſt acknowledge, 
ce that it was extremely the Intereſt of France 
&« ſubmit to pay 5 per Cent. upon all the Fiſh 
they caught and dry'd at Newfoundland, that 
e they might ſecure to themſelves the Advan- 
etage of ſuch a Nurſery of Seamen. 
They are now ſo much our Rivals in this They employ 
Trade, and are increaſed to ſuch a prodigi- 42% e 
* ous Degree, that they employ yearly from ann. apply 
« St, Malo, Granville, Rochelle, St. Martins, themſelves, 
Ille of Rea, Bayonne, St. Jean de Lune, Si- grant of 
e bour, &c. to carry on their Fiſhery on the Italy co ou» 
great Banks of Newfoundland, and on the Cet Leſs, 
« Coaſts of that Iſland, that is, in their Wet 
* and Dry Fiſh, upwards of four hundred 
6 Sail of Ships; they do not only now ſupply 
*« themſelves with the Fiſh they formerly had 
from us, but furniſh many Parts of Spain 
&« and Taly therewith, and rival us there to our 
« pro; 


256 


France rnaiſ- 
ed ber Na- 
wal Power 
from the 
Newfound- 


land Fiſhery, 


cc 
(0 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


The Britiſh Merchant. 
prodigious Loſs. They have the propereſt 


ſort of Salt of their own, which renders 
their Voyages much ſhorter than ours ; for 
we are obliged to go from hence to Rochelle, 
Olleron, St. Martins, &c. to fetch thatCom- 
modity, which they have at their own 
Doors ; and thereby we moſt frequently 
ſpend a Month or ſix Weeks more in our 
Voyages than they do. 


They are ſo extreamly ſenſible of the pro- 
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digious Advantage of this Fiſhery, and ſo 


very intent upon purſuing it, that from their 
firſt Attempts to make themſelves conſidera- 
ble at Sea, they have had it perpetually in 
View They firſt obtained Leave to fiſh 
upon paying a Duty of 5 per Cent. after- 
wards they got that Acknowledgment re- 


* linquiſhed : But they have lately gone much 


further ; for in the preſent Treaty they have 
procured a Ceſſion to be made to them of 
the Iſland of Cape Breton, a maiden Fiſhe- 
ry, that has ſcarce ever been touch'd, where- 
as Newfoundland is almoſt exhauſted, and 
alſo ſeveral Iflands in the Gulph of St. Lato- 
rence And, not content with that, they 
have further obtained a Liberty of curing 


and drying their Fiſh, ſetting up Stages, and . 


reſorting to OUR Ifland of Newfoundland 
during all the time that is of any uſe to re- 
ſort thither ; that is, during the Fiſhing 
Seaſon. They are indeed to deliver us up 
the Poſſeſſion of Placentia, and ſome other 


Phaces in Newfoundland; but then they 


have taken care to have a better Place yield- 


ed to them in lieu thereof; with this extra- 
1 6 ordinary 
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ce ordinary Favour to them more than to us, 
«© that they have the Liberty granted them to 
frequent OUR Iſland of Newfoundland, and 
e erect Stages, &c. thereon for curing and 
« drying their Fiſh; but we have not the Pri- 
e vilege allowed us of doing the ſame on any 
« of their Iſlands, or on the Iſland of Cape 
& Breton, which they have expreſs Permiſſion 
« granted them to fortify as they pleaſe. Thus 
&« they are our Rivals in the FISHERY by our 
&« own Conſent, which is the more wonderful, 
ein that it is owing to this Fiſhery that they 
« dared to contend for the Maſtery at Sea with 


e the Maritime Strength of England and Hal- 


« land united. Tis true, the Exgliſb and 
&« Dutch are moſt frequently called the Mari- 
&« time Powers; but I think it a 7ef#t to appro- 
&« priate the Name of Maritime Powers to 
« Great Britain and Holland excluſive of 
«© France, when we conſider what a Figure 
that Nation made at Sea before the Battle of 
„La Hogue in 1692. Can we think, that a 
« few Years of Peace, with ſuch a Fiſhery, 
and ſuch Conditions of Commerce as were 
« to be granted to France by the late Treaty, 
e will not then enable her to contend again 
« with our united Eleets ? The Hiſtory both 
of France and England willſhew you, that 
eit is ſince their procuring Leave to fiſh at 
'« Newfoundland that they have grown ſo for- 
© midable at Sea; and that their Navy Royal 
has augmented in proportion to the Numbers 
. © of Ships employed in that Fiſhery — What 
have we not to expect then from: them now 
they have obtained a Rigbt to a better * 

cc 7 
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ec by their Fiſhery, in the Opinion even of the 
c French themſelves, as you will ſee by the 
4 incloſed Letter; written by a Miniſter of 
« State in France to the Duke de Gramond at 
&« Bayonne, and which I believe is genuine? 


e The Occaſion of it was, that the People of 


« St. Jean de Luze and Sibour (two Places in 
ce the County of /a Baur) being under Appre- 
c henſions that their Fiſhery at Newfoundland 
&« was to be delivered up wholly to us, the 
«« Duke wrote a Letter to Paris to be rightly 


c informed, and received the following An- 


« ſwer. 


Copy of a Letter written by Monſieur de Pont- 
cChartrain to Monſieur the Duke de Gramond, 
from Fontainbleau, 19. September 1713. 


& TY Have received, Sir, the Letter you did 


( me the Honour to write me the third 


& of this Month, with two Letters that were 
& directed to you by the Inhabitants of St. 
& Jean de Luxe and Sibour, upon the Subject 


of their Fiſhery of Dry Fiſh. From the 


&« Account I have given the King of their De- 
« mand, his Majeſty directed me to write by 
& his Order to Monſeigneur the Duke d Au- 
& mont, his Ambaſſador Extraordinay at Lon- 
& don, to aſk of the Queen of Great Britain 
&« a Permiſſion for them to go the next Yearto 
& Placentia, and the Liberty to continue their 
& Fiſhery in ALL the Ports and Harbours up- 
& on the Coaſt of Newfoundland. I ſhall give 
& my ſelf the Honour to acquaint you with 


. «© Monſeigneur the Duke d Aumont's rr 
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« ] agree with you, Sir, that the Country of 
« /a Bour will ſuffer very much, ſhould they 
« be deprived of their Liberty of carrying on 
« their Fiſhery of Dry Fiþ; and you will be 
« perſuaded of the Attention I have to pro- 
cure to the Merchants that drive this Com- 
e merce the Means to continue them in it, when 
« I have informed you, that the King ſent 
from Rocheford, in the Month of May laſt, 
« one Frigat to go and lay the firft Foundation 
« of an Eſtabliſhment in the Iſland of Cape 


« BUNDANT than at the Ifland of New- 
« foundland, and where one may make theF1/h, 
« and manage the Drying thereof eaſily. This 
«© Frigat arrived June 26. at Placentia, from 
e whence ſhe was to continue her Courſe. for 
“ Cape Breton,. to which Place I have cauſed 
{ to be tranſported one hundred Men to be- 
e yin the Settlement. His Majeſty will ſend 


in the beginning of the Year three Ships to 


6 tranſport thither the Garriſon of Placentia, 
and the Inhabitants of the Iſland of New- 
e foundland, and to put the laſt Hand to the 
« Eſtabliſhment of that Port. The Merchants 
« of this Kingdom may then ſend all ſuch 
s Ships as they ſhall think fit-to order for the 
* fiſhing of dry Fiſh, and for the Oils that 
© are made from the Fiſh on the ſaid Iſland. 
This Favour ought to animate the Mer- 
<« chants that drive this Commerce to carry it 
on with Vigour, from the Advantage they 
* will draw from it. This is all I have been 
able to do in their Favour, I deſire you to be 
** perſuaded of the great Sincerity wherewith I 
have the Honour to be — « From 


Fiſhery o 
2 
6 Breton, where Fiſh is MUCH MORE A- — 


fi oundland. 
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& From this Letter tis plain the French no- 
ver intended to quit the Fiſhery of Dry Cod, 
and that they have very much at heart the 


« rivalling us therein. 


That, to ſecure themſelves againſt any 
& Accident, they were careful to ſend a Man 


« of War in the Month of May, 1713. 


„which was within a little time after the fign- 


ing the Treaty the 11th of April before,and 
had fent one hundred Men to lay the firſt 
% Foundation of their Fortifications at Cape 
& Breton; and further aſſure the Duke, that 
<6 three other Ships ſhould be ſent the begin- 
ning of this Year to tranſport the Garriſon 
«© of Placentia thither, and put the laſt Hand 
„ to the Eſtabliſhment of that Port; which 
£6 no doubt they will effect before they deliver 
«© up Placentia: Not much unlike what they 
&- are doing under our Noſes, making a NEW 
„Port at Mardyke, before they fill up the 
«© OLD One at Dunkirk. 

Another thing obſervable from this Letter 
& is, that the French are NOW fo SAN- 
& GUINE, as not to content themſelves with 


the Ceſſion of Cape Breton and other Iſlands | 


6 thereabouts, or with the Liberty of erecting 
Stages, &c. to cure and dry their Fiſh, from 
& Cape Bonaviſta Northward, and ſo on to 
& Point Riche on the Weſtern Side ; but are 
& aſking new Favours, and demand a Permiſ- 
& fion to Placentia this Year, (altho' the time 
agreed for delivering that Place has been long 
& ſince expired) and ſue for a Liberty to make 
&« their Fiſh in ALL the Ports and Harbours 
4 upon the Coaſts of Newfoundland ; ** 
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& tho! I make no doubt but was denied them, 
« yetI am amazed that it ſhould ever enter 
« into their Heads ſo much as to attempt. 
« Sure they think we can deny them nothing |! 

« This explains the true Meaning of the 93e 77, 
« third Specification in the late Treaty, where _— no 
« it is faid, That Salt Fiſh in Barrels only ſhall I. f. HP 
« be imported into that Kingdom. They are toFrance 
« reſolved to cultivate and improve this Fiſh- 4 in 
« ery to the utmoſt, and know it is impoſſi- 
« ble in the Nature of the thing for us to car- 
« ry any dried Codfiſh from thence to France 
« in Barrels; more eſpecially ſo long as they 
« themſelves can and do always carry it in 
« Bulk, | 

« And here, ſince I have mentioned the 
te third Specification, I will (for the ſake of 
« the Weſt Country Pilchards and Yarmouth 
“ Herrings, and to explain more at large what 3 — 
« I find you did but juſt mention of the Du- 55 France as 
« ties of Fiſh) ſubjoin an Account of the pro- our Her. 
« digious Duties which muſt hereafter be paid 12% . — 
e upon thoſe two ſorts of Fiſh, if this SpeCi- orter bar- 
< fication ſhould be rendered effectual. And 3% 75. 
that your Readers may the better under- — 
« ſtand how much the ſaid Specification has a- 
* greed ſhall be paid, I ſhall quote the Words 
thereof; vix. 

e dalt Fiſh in Barrels only is to be imported 
* into the Kingdom; and at all Places of En- 
* trance in the Kingdom, Countries and Ter- 
* ritories under the Dominion of the King, e- 
* ven at all free Ports, the Duties of Landing 
* and Conſumption ſhall be paid, which were 
appointed before the Tariff of 1664. and 

«6 beſides, 
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ce beſides, 40 Livres per Laſt conſiſting of 
„ two Barrels, weighing each three hundred 

£ Pounds, for the Duty of Entry. 
Duties on The Duty of Entry, which is agreed ſhall 
be, „ be paid on Fiſ by this Specification, (tho o- 
„4 therwiſe rated in the Tariff of 1664. is, for 
every Laft of 12 Barrels, Liv. Sols 


40 
t Beſides the Duty of Landing, which . 
6; 23 33 12 
« As alſo the Duty of Conſumption, 36 
% To which may be added 2 Sols per 
% Livre upon thoſe two Duties, being an 
4 Augmentation conſtantly paid thereon 6 19 
« 'The Fiſhmongers Duty 3 Livres per 
„% Barrel, — 36 
« Add to this the 2 Sols per Livre as 
1 above, — 3 u 
« 'The Duty of Romaine, (which is 
« payable in the reſpective Provinces that 
* are included in 2 Prowviſion reſtrved 
« in the gth Article, in theſe Words, And 
* in the other Provinces the Duty ſhall not 
« be payeble, otherwiſe than according to 
« the Rule at that time preſcribed) 56 
Sols per Barre! —— 33 u 
Add to this the Augmentation of 
2 Sols per Livre as above,.(pyẽꝛ pW 30 


— — 
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„„ Which, at 18d. per Livre, is 14 l. 9 
vc * per Laſt of 12 Barrels, or 24 5. 1 d. % 

« Barrel of 300 Pound weight. 
« But becauſe a Barrel of Herrings ſeldon 
weighs above two thirds of that weight, ther 
« fore, inſtead of 24 5. 1 d. per Barrel, | 
ce colt 
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« compute it only at 16 5s. per Barrel of Her- 
40 rings, the Value whereof is ſeldom, One 
« Year with another, 15 f. put on board; fo 
« that this Duty will amount to about 105 or 
« 106 per Cent. of their Value ſhipp'd off. 

« And as a Hogſhead of Pilchards weighs 
e generally above 500 Pounds weight, I com- 
pute for 300 Pounds 24.5. 1 d. 

200 Pounds 165. 


—_— 


—” 
* 


« The Duty on a Hog ſhead of 
&« Pilchards then is 40 5. 1.4, 


& Which is more than 100 per Cent. of 
their Value ſhipp'd off; for they cannot 
e reaſonably be eſteem'd at 405. per Hogſ- 
& head for any Number of Years, They muſt 
ebe very ignorant who imagine we can ſend 
“either of theſe ſorts of Fiſh thither, if ever 
6 this Treaty take effect. 


I am, Sir, Cc. 


The Mercator in this whole Controverſy con- 
cerning the French Trade and Treaty, obſerves 
one Method, which is of great uſe to himſelf, 
and that is, never to take notice of any Ar- 
gument of his Adverſary, to which he is not 
able to offer the leaſt colour of an Anſwer. 

At his firſt ſetting out, and in very many of 
his Papers, he laboured to induce his Readers 
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to have a good Opinion of the Tariff of 1664. min'd, and 


This Tariff, ſays he, No. 1. was efteemed by all 
the Nations in theſe Parts of Europe to be very 


eaſy, and not the leaft Interruption to their Trade 
with France, | | 
The 


the Merca- 
tor's Argu- 
ments for , 
it cenfuted. 
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The next thing his Readers are to believe, 
is, that our late Treaty has obliged France not 
to exceed the eaſy Duties of that Tariff, and 

that it has conſequently opened to us a moſt 
beneficial Trade to that Country. 

Al Manufafures of WOOL, fays he in his 
firſt, and he has often repeated it in his follow- 
ing Papers, were rated at 10 per Cent. accord- 

ing to their Value. : 
And No. 3. and 4. he ſays, that the Treaty 
has reſtored us to this Tariff, except that 
Broad Cloth, which q the Tariff of 1664. 
paid but 40 Livres per Piece of 25 Ells, is now 
to pay by the Tariff of 1699. 55 Livres; and 
mill'd Serges, which paid 10 Livres by the for- 
mer Tariff, are to pay by the latter 11 Livres. 

All other Woollen Manufactures, ſays he, 
No. 6. except Broad Cloth and Cloth Gow 
are admitted into France by the late Treaty, 
and are to pay only the Duties of the Tariff of 
1664, that is, according to him, not above 10 
per Cent. of their real Value; and this is the 
Doctrine of one of his lateſt Papers, No. 134. 

De Duties upon them now are by the Treaty of 
Commerce reduced to 10 per Cent. except on 
Broad Cloth and Serges only. 

French Ta- Now, what muſt every Manufacturer in the 
4 7 Country think of the Mercator, and of our 
Probibition Treaty of Commerce, if vaſtly the greateſt 
Jau, Part of our Woollen Manufactures are admit- 
Maruface ted into France by the late Treaty only under 
tures, the Tariff of 1699? and ſhall be obliged to 
pay from 30 to 50 per Cent. of their real Va- 

lue? Will our Manufacturers think themſelves 


obliged for this Treaty? or that any of theſe 
Goods 
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| Goods can be exported to that Country under 
ſo heavy a Load of Duties, except for Patterns 
| to their own Fabricks ? Will our WoollenMa- 
nufactures bear from 30 to 50 per Cent. in any 

Country in Europe? They mutt believe there- 


5 fore that the "Tariff of 1699. is a Prohibition. 
a Again, I am not now diſputing with the 
. Mercator, whether any of our Woollen Ma- 


nufactures are admitted into France by the late 
y Treaty under the Tariff of 1664. For the 
t preſent, to oblige this Writer, I ſhall take for 
bs granted that all ſuch of them as are not obliged 
x to pay by the Tariff of 1699, are admitted by 
d that Treaty under the Tariff of 1664 but are 
Fo the Duties of this Tariff of no more than 10 per 
g. Cent. of the real Value of the Goods? or are 
, they ſo very eaſy, that our People might hope 


3, to export any conliderable Quantities to that 
7 Country, eſpecially after France has continued 
of for five and twenty Years without our Manu- 
0 factures, and has made ſuch Progreſs in their 
Ne own ? I ſhall now ſhew the Mercator what are 
* the Duties by the Tariff of 1664, and this 1 


ſhall do not ſo much to convince this idle Fel- 
low, as to inform my Correſpondent who has 
lent me the following Letter. | 


To the Britiſh Merchant. 


SIX, 
” O U have ſhewn us the Cuſtom pay- 
» able on long, ſhort, and Spaniſb Cloths 
in France by the Tariff of 1664, and allo 
* by that of 1699, which is as follows; 


W. . N « By 
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% By the Tariff of 1664, the Cuſtom on 
« Long F Cloths a- 5 40 7 per Cent. on their 
* Short & mounts to 2 371 Value ; 
„And on Sganiſb Cloth 233 per Cent. at a 
Medium; 5 
rs And by the Tariff of 1699, the Cuſtom on 
« Lon Cloths a- 
* Short 4 5 per Cont. 


mounts to L51718 


* And on Spanuiſb Cloths to 333 per Cent. at 


a Medium. 


«« Sir, your Mercator ſo often tells us, that 
c the Duties on our Woollen Manufactures 
« in France by the "Tariff of 1664, do not ex- 


« ceed 10 per Cent. of their real Value; and 
« that all, except Cloth and Cloth Serges, are 


4 to pay according to this Tariff by the late 


«« Treaty, that you will highly oblige us if 


«© you will be at the pains to inform us which 


« of our Manufactures, by the Miercator's 


« own Account, are to pay by the Tariff of 169 
t and how much they are to pay by that Tarift; 
« alſo what ſhall be accounted Cloth, and 
« what Serges, and how they are to be tax'd 
« by that Tariff; and, in the laſt place, that 
«« you will be ſo kind to let us know how our 
«« Manufactures are to pay by the Tariff of 
4% 1664, which, the Mercator ſays, is to be 
© the Rule by the late Treaty: for if they 
& ſhould be found to exceed the Mercator's 10 
« per Cent. of their real Value, we could have 
$< little hopes of exporting any Quantities into 
„France. Jam, &C. 


I think there would be little hopes, with! 
Duty of no more than 10 per Cent. upon * 


on 


Which 
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of dur Woollen ManufaQtures, of contending . 
with the French in their own Country, when 
they have been ſo many years labouring at eve- 
ry fort of Woollen Manufacture; but I muſt 
anſwer my Correſpondent. 


Cloth (or Mill'd) Serges, by the Tariff of 1664, We Duties 
paid 10 Livres for 15 Ells, or Yards 184, that is, n 


at 18 4. per Livre, 15 5. or 9d. } per Yard, — 


teres by the 
Fa” 4 Tariffs of 
20 1664 ard 


on a Yard worth 33 5 
3 

And by the Tariff of 1699, muſt pay 11 Livres 

for 15 Ells, or Yards 183, that is, at 18 4. per 


. ger Cent. 1099. 
228 


Livre, 16s. 64. or 10 4. 1 per Yard, 
z 4 


25 
4 


26 is 353 
on a Yard worth 3 3 29 > per Cent, 
1 


C3 257 
Serges (not Cloth Serges) by the Tariff of 
1664, paid 6 Livres for 20 Ells, or 25 Yards, , 
that is, at 18 4. per Livre, 9s or 4d. f fer 
Yard, which 


4. d. 
1 2 ù 309 

on a Vard worth f 8 ” per Cent. 
19 207 


And by the Tariff of 1699, muff pay 8 Livres 
for 20 Ells, or 25 Yards, that is, at 18 4. per 
Livre, 12 5. or 54. 1 per Yard, which 


* 
bn mn 
on a Yard worth & 4 ys per Cent 
| 16 32 9 
19 27% 


— "—_—_——— 444 4. OO. IEC 
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The Mercator would have it thought, that 
Perpetuanas are to pay by the Tariff of 1664, 
and not by 1669; but theſe are the Serges 
which are called in the French Edicts Imperial 
Serges, and muſt pay by the latter of thoſe 
Tariffs according to the aforeſaid Valuation, 
The Mercator too would make a Diſtinction 
between Serges and Cloth Serges ; but the Trea- 
ty has made no ſuch Diſtinction : Serges in 


general are left to the extravagant Duties of 


that laſt Tariff. 

And I am informed, that Stuffs and Says 
were ever charged in France under the Deno- 
mination of Serges ; nor can I find it to be o- 
therwiſe by the original French Tariffs that are 
now before me. Theſe the Mercator, No. 6, 
would alſo have us believe are left to the Tariff 
of 1664 ; but I muſt deſire him to inform me 
by what other Name than that of Serges they 
are taxed in that Tariff. If they are taxed by 
that Name, then by the late Treaty they are 
to pay by the Tariff of 1669. 


Bays (Single) by the Tariff of 1664, paid 5 
Livres (not 4 Livres, as by the Exgliſb Tranſla- 
tion) for 25 Ells, or 313 Yards, which at 18 4. 
per Livre, amounts to 7 s. 64, 

So that a Piece containing Yards 45+ paid 11 5. 


4. 
lich en a C32 36 
Piece worth 5 15 272 C per Cent. 
22 


Bays (Double or Minikin) by the ſame Tariff, 
paid 15 Livres for 25 Ells, or 31; Yards, which 
amouvts to1i/.25, 6 d. 


80 


© A 
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So that a Double Bay containing 50 Flemib 
Ells, or Yards 37 jo paid 1/. 75. 
4. g 


is 38K 
which on a J 3 10 3 if 
- 4 OO 33 per Cent. 
Piece worth F — 30 
And a Minikin Bay, containing 100 Flemiſt 
Ells, or 75 1 paid 2 J. 145. 
5 


: 6 10 is 4153 
which on a OO 8 
Piece worth : 10 36 e Cent. 

8 oo 33 2 

Stockings (Worſted or Woollen) by this Tariff, 
paid 34 Livres per dozen Pair, or 5 5. 3 d. (not 
according to the Engliſb Tranſlation J. 33 per 100 
lib.) which on one dozen Pair, valued at 20 5. 
one with the other, is 264 per Cent. 

Kerſeys by the Tariff of 1664, paid 3; Livres 
for 13 Ells, or 164 Yards, that is, at 18 4. per 
Livre, 5 s. 3 d. 

So that a Piece containing 28, Yards, paid 
9s. 4 d. 


＋ 


ad ens £35. *. 263 
Piece worth 54 23 } C per Cent, 
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Flannels and 3 by the Tariff of 1664, 
paid 6 Livres for 26 Ells, or 321 Yards, that is, 
at 18 d. per Livre, 9 s. or 3d. per Yard, 
Which on a Yard of Flannel worth 12 d. is 
27,7 per Cent. | 
And on a Penniſtone, containing 473 Yards, 
the ſaid Duty amounts to 13s. 3. 


J. 
So that a (52 Pays 265 
Piece worth 35 24 C fer Cent, 
60 22 


N 3 
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I do not pretend here that Bays, Stockings, 
Kerſeys, Flannels, or Penniſtones, can be 
charged by the Tariff of 1699, under the De- 
nomination of either Cloth or Serges; but if it 
ſhould be allowed, that they are left to the Ta. 
riff of 1664, yet my Correſpondent will ſee 
that even by that Tariff, the Load of Cuſtoms 
was ſo very heavy, that there was not the leaf 
Occaſion for making it greater. 

Cottons or Plains 100 Goads, by the Tarif 
of 1664, paid 12 Livres, or 18 s. which, if 
worth g J. isbut zo per Cent. 

Friezes by the ſame Tariff paid 3 Livres, 
or 45. 6 d. for 18 Ells, or 22 1 Yards, 
which is 2 d. ; per Yard ; ſo the Cuſtom 
on one Yard, at 25. per Yard, is 10 per 
Cent. | 

I believe upon theſe two trifling Articles of 
Cottons and Friezes, which make almoſt no 
ſhew at all in our Exports to France, it is that 
the Mercator grounds his 10 per Cent. upon our 
whole Woollen Manufactures by the Tariff of 
1664. I ſuppoſe this will be his Excuſe : but! 
ſhould be for giving France little or nothing 
for the Liberty of importing theſe two poo! 
Parts of our Woollen Goods Cuſtom-free ; i 
is certain, that our Exportation of them, witl 
or without that Tariff, was always inconſide- 
rable ; but, as I have ſhewn, the Duties by 
that Tariff on Bays, Stockings, Kerleys, 
Flannels, or Penniſtones, were ſo exorbitant, 
that France did not find there was any Neceſſ- 
ty for adding to them. 

There is one thing J had like to have omit 
ted, and that is Cloths called Dozens, which 
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is not mentioned in the Tariff of 1699; whence 
the Mercator would infer, that they are to pay 
according to that of 1664: but I muſt inform 
him, that the Tariff of 1667 is made part of 
that of 1699 for all Goods that are omitted in 
the latter, and this by expreſs Words, which 
ſay, That the Goods not compriſed therein 
ſhall pay according to that Tariff. 

Engliſh Cloths called Dozens are to pay 10 
Livres or 15 s. for 10 Ells, or 15 Yards, by 
the Tariff of 1667, to which they are ſubject, 
being Cloth, and not being mentioned in the 
Tariff of 1699. | 

So that they are rated at 14. 3 per Yard. 


s. d. 

3 is 40 
which on a : 0 — nor Ge 
Yard worth «6 - 

5 24 


A ſufficient Duty to prevent the Exportation 
of every Ounce of this Manufacture into France, 
as well as Spaniſb Cloths, which liable to the 
ſame Duty. EP 

But ] think for Spaniſh Cloths the Mercator 
need not much trouble himſelf ; they are made 
of foreign Materials, and ſtand prohibited by 
the Edict of 1701, notwithſtanding any thing 
in this Treaty. 


Our Spaniſh 
* 
bibited in 
France, 
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The following Letter, ſhewing the Unreaſn- 
ableneſs of permitting the Importation of 
French Manufatures, and ſome of the fa- 
tal Con En thereof; I take to be of the 
greateſt Importance to ſet this Matter in a 
true Light. 


To the Britiſh Merchant. 


SIX, 

23 IN ( E it has been always allowed that 

foreign Commerce ought to be the chief 

C Object of Great Britain's Jealouſy, and 

6 ot the Preſervation thereof is of the utmoſt 

«© Conſequence to her Welfare and Proſpe- 
* 

It is really ſurprizing that there ſhould 
« be any among us ſo very inconſiderate, as 
cc to plead for the Reſtoration of the French 
Trade, which muſt unavoidably cramp us 
cin almoſt every valuable Branch of our fo- 
& reign Traffick, reduce the Rents, and ex- 
ce hauſt the Stock of the Kingdom; that muſt 
& ruin our ManufaCtures, and at the ſame 
ce time eſtabliſh theirs ; and which, in ſhort, 
ce will enable them to engroſs the Trade of the 
cc Univerſe. 

Are we ignorant that France, for many 
& Years paſt, has employ'd her ableſt Mini- 
c ſters andgreateſt Politicians to fix her Com- 
c merce upon a firm Baſis and ſolid Founda- 
tion? That his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty has 
«© apply'd his utmoſt Care for incouraging of 
* Trade and Navigation, as the only Means - 
enric 


* 


, 
* 
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cc enrich his Subjects? That he is fully deter- 
«© mined to maintain this Conqueſt, and that 
« above 40 Years ſince he declared, That 
« the Eſtabliſhments he had made, having in 
« every thing the Succeſs he expefted, he thought 
cc er f obliged to provide for their Continu- 
„ ance 

« Or has his and his People's Indolence 
ce from that time rendered them ſo contemp- 
e tible, and us ſo very ſecure and ſafe, that 
% we are content to cheriſh ſuch a Rival? 

« Is it poſſible that Britons can thus expoſe 
ce themſelves to a Nation that is immoderately 
« bent upon enlarging her Traffick, that is 
« courting Commerce with the heartieſt Ap- 
e plications and warmeſt Addrefles that were 
« ever yet made to a Kingdom, whoſe Navi- 
e gation is prodigiouſly increaſed, or to any 
« Potentate, who is convinced by Experience 
„that the BALLANCE OF TRADE, 
e wherever it centers, muſt ſecure the BAL- 
« LANCE OF POWER, and whoſe un- 
« bounded Ambition, when thus ſupported, 
e ſhall tempt him to contend for Univerſal 
« Empire ? 

« Have we ſo ſoon forgot, that if our Sove- 
« reign had not broke the Chain with which 
* Europe was ſome Years. paſt threatned, ſhe 
{© had long e' er this been an abject Slave, and 
that among the humble and tremblingCroud, 
we muſt have fallen upon our Knees. like 
the Camel, and been loaded at the Mercy 
«of the Conqueror? 

But the Advantages we enjoyed by our 
* Trade, enabled her Majeſty to ſurmount 

N 5 « all 
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all Difficulties, and to ſecure not only her 
„ own Subjects but other Nations alſo from 
« the impending Ruin. 

«© However Great Britain can be only thus 
« conſiderable, and hold the Ballance of Ex- 
„rope, whilſt ſhe is rich and powerful; and 
«© we can only be ſaid to be a rich and power: 
£ ful Kingdom, as our Riches and Power 
bear a proportion with our Neighbour Na- 
“tions. 

Can we then be ſo very unhappy, as to 
give France a Market for her Manufactures, 
«« whereby ſhe ſhall be recruited, and we ex- 
« hauſted? Will not this fo ſenſibly affect us 
in the tendereſt part, that our Commerce 
« muſt immediately wax feeble, and by con- 
„ ſequence muſt not our Power. be ſoon a- 
« bated ? 

Our preſent Security is certainly owing 
« (next to the Blefling of Providence) to her 
* Majeſty's Firmneſs to the common Cauſe 
« of Europe, to her wiſe Councils, to the hap- 
«« py Conduct of her great and faithful Gene- 

| it « ral, and to the matchleſs Bravery of her 

Wi + % Forces both at Land and Sea; but nothing 

1 can more effectually eſtabliſh our Proſperity 

| «© than an Exceſs and Predominancy of foreign 

1 [ « "Trade. 

« Of this her Sacred Majefty was ſo ſen- 

111 « fible, that ſhe graciouſly recommended to 

1 *« her Parliament laſt Year, TO THINK 

1 « OF PROPER -METHODS FOR IM- 

f « PROVING AND INCOURAGING 

„ OUR HOME TRADE AND MANU- 


| « FACTURES, which can alone render 
bi «6 our 


: 


— — — 
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« our Traffick to other Nations conſidera- 
ce ble. 

« Thoſe therefore who are ſenſible of the 
Importance hereof, and who have the Inte- 
C reſt of their Country only in view, can ne- 
c yer ſtoop to ſuch Meaſures as muſt neceſſa- 
e rily deſtroy our ManufaCtures, and at the 
« ſame time eſtabliſh a Staple for all Commo- 
ce dities in France. 

„ But I am perſuaded, if the Advocates 
ce for opening a Trade with France, upon the 
«© Foot of the late Treaty, would but conſi- 
„ der the Advantages we have enjoyed by 
te the Increaſe of our Woollen, Silk and Li- 
© nen Manufactures, c. ſince the Prohi- 
© bition of our Commerce with that King- 
« dom in 1678; and inquire alſo into the 
« State of our Trade, both before and ſince 
e that Period, they would ſoon declare againſt 
© the pernicious Conſequences of ſuch an Ex- 
„ periment. | 


J. " WT 


« Our Exports before the 

« ſaid Prohibitions in 1662-3 

* amounted to 2,022,812 4 © 
* And in 1668-9 —— 2,063,274 19 © 


— — — — 


And our Exports ſince the 
Prohibition in 1699 amount- 
«ed to — 6,788,166 17 6 


* And in 1703 6,644,103 © o 


* Whereby it appears that we have export- 
ed in the two laſt Years nine Millions, three 


* bundred forty fix thouſand, One bundred eighty 
« ty 
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Probibition 
of French 
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Value of 
Woollen 
Manuf ic- 
* Cures ex- 

ported in 
1661 and 
1668, 


Alſo in 


1699. 
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& two Pounds fourteen Shillings and Six-pence, 
«© MORE than in the two firſt Years. 

This prodigious Increaſe in our Expor- 
< tations is certainly owing to the great In- 
«« creaſe of our Manufactures, and their In- 
„ creaſe to the Prohibition of the French 
„ Trade. | 

And it is very obfervable, that ſince our 
« Silk Manufactures have been encouraged, 


they have greatly promoted the Exportation 


of Woollen Goods; contrary to an Opini- 
on formerly propagated (to ſerve a Turn) of 
their being inconſiſtent with, and prejudi- 
& cial to one another. 

« For in 1662, or in 1668, our exported 
«© Woollen Manufactures could not, in pro- 
„ portion to the general Export as aforeſaid, 
exceed the Value of nine hundred thouſand 
& Pounds. 

« But in 1699 they amounted to two Mil- 
c liens nine hundred thirty two thouſand, twi 


hundred ninety two Pounds ſeventeen Shilling. 


© and Six-pence. 
& It amounts then to a Demonſtration, 
c that there is an inſeparable Dependance be- 
« tween the Woollen and the Silk Manufac- 
e tures; and that as the unwrought Foreign 
„Materials whereof our wrought Silks are 
«« made, meet with Encouragement or Dif- 
« couragement here, the Woollen Manufac- 
cc. tures wherewith they are purchaſed in Tur- 
* key and [taly, will inevitably find the ſame 

Fate there. 
The ſaid Silk Manufacture having been 
«<< ſupported by neceſſary Laws, is now com- 
v6 puted 
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ec puted to be about _— times as great as The In- 
« jt was in the fourteenth Year of the Reign yg 
« of King Charles II. when the Company of fare 
« Silk Throwers employed, in and about the e te 14 
« City of London, FORTY THOUSAND Y r. . 
«© Men, Women, and Children. * 

« And muſt this Manufacture, which oc- 
e caſions ſuch vaſt Exportations of our Wool- 
% Jen Goods and other Products, that gives 
«© Employment to ſuch Multitudes of her Ma- 
« jeſty's Subjects, be Part of the SACRIFICE 
ce that ſome would make to France? What- 
e ſoever the charitable Part of Mankind may 
te think, the MISERABLE POOR will never 
& conclude they can plead Ignorance for their 
« Excuſe, 

« But when to this ſhall be ſuperadded the The Increaſe 
& Deſtruction of our Linen ManufaCtures, 1128 
„ which are increaſed in Great Britain and tures, 
« Jreland, ſince the late Wars, at leaſt 600,- 
e o00 J. per Ann. and that we ſhall loſe the 
« Exportation of a very great Part of 400,- 
“ 000 /. yearly, to purchaſe Linens in Ger- 
„ many ; beſides the total Loſs of our Paper 
Manufacture, and the Prejudice we muſt 
4 ſuffer in our diſtilled Spirits, &c. together 
„with the Malignant Influence which the 
French Commerce will have on our Portu- 
& gal, Italian and Turky Trades, that are now 
carried on to the inexpreſſible Benefit of the 
„ Kingdom: 

„What an incredible Sum will there be 
then annually loft to this Nation; and what 
* Miſery muſt it entail upon us? 
' < I muſt appeal to every unbiaſs'd Perſon 

| Living, 
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& living, who is converſant in Trade, whe- 
6 ther theſe (with many others that might be 
4 infiſted on) are not the natural Conſequen- 
« ces of letting in an INUNDATION of 
& French Manufactures upon us. 

And if this ſhould ever be our Portion, 
“ have we any Reaſon to flatter our ſelves, 
« that our preſent flouriſhing Trade muſt not 
«© dwindle to the wretched State it was in be- 

(C fore the Prohibition of the French Commerce 
6 as aforeſaid ? 

«« For I ſhall make no ſcruple to aſſert, 
«© that the opening a free Trade with France 
& can make us very little or no amends, 

At preſent, it's allowed, we enjoy a con- 
ce fiderable Advantage by that Trade, by their 
c taking from us what they want; but this 
c being obtained by the Peace, not by the 
« Treaty of Commerce, will remain, tho? the 
c ſaid Treaty ſhould never be render'd effec- 
<< tual by a Law. 

« What can we further expect from France, 

1 « if that Treaty was in force? 

Vi ift, Are not our ſalted Fiſh, Sugar, and the Pro- 

ll * Commodities * duct of Whales, excluded by the Articles 

WE areexclud- (6 ſybſequent to the Treaty? Are not our 

41 = headed «© Woollen Cloths, Serges, Perpets, Stuffs, 

by the late and Says, (our principal Manufactures) li- 

i 77022 #765 ec able by the Tariff of 1699 to an exorbi- 

1 „s tant Duty, from 30 to 50 per Cent. which 

14 cc will amount to a Prohibition? And tho” it 

ql | « is pretended, that our other Manufactures 

| cc are to pay by the Tariff of 1664 ; can it be 

« imagined, that a Cuſtom of 23 to 36 per 

c Cont, (on all but Friezes and — as 


66 you 
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ce you have already proved, will not effectu- 


e ally prevent their Importation ? 


Again, are not all our foreign Goods, 
&« and all our Manufactures made of foreign 
« Materials, actually prohibited in France ? 
&« and has not the 5th Article of that Treaty 
e eſtabliſ d thoſe Prohibitions ? 

e Where then is the Equivalent for this mon- 
& ſtrous Evil? Can ſuch Politicks as theſe 
&« procure it? Is this the beft Method our 
&« Mercator can preſcribe to increaſe the Trade 
« and the Stock of the Nation, and to re- 
ce pair the Damages ſuſtain'd in the late War? 

BgRut farther, after this Kingdom has been 
ce at a vaſt Expence for 20 Years together to 
fix our Manufactures, after our Legiſlators 
« have made ſo many wiſe and excellent Laws 
eto encourage the ſame, and with great Dif- 
% ficulty have ſettled ſuch profitable Employ- 
«© ments for the Poor; is it juſt or reaſonable 
“ to unravel the Conſtitution of our Home 
Trade at once, and force many thouſand 
Families upon the LANDED INTEREST 
« for a Maintenance? | 

„Can the moſt ſanguine Abettors of the 
* French Intereſt imagine, that any Gentle- 
men are fo egregiouſly ſtupid, as to give 
“the Nation ſuch an incurable Wound? 

I remember it was obſerved by a late in- 
“ genious Author, that all Nations concur in 
this Maxim, That the leſs they conſume of fo- 
e reign Commodities, the better it is for them. 
« To which I will add another, tho? to the 
< ſame purpoſe, That the Expence of foreign 
« Manufaftures is the worſt Expence a Nation 

can 
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& can be inclinable to, and therefore ought to be 
prevented as much as poſſible. 

* Shall we then be cajoled into ſuch aCom- 
© merce as this, which will ſend us again to 
& France for Manufactures that will ſoon drain 
„ us of our Treaſures, and augment the 
&«& Grandeur of that Nation, whoſe exorbitant 
Power has coſt us very lately ſo many Mil- 
lions to reduce, and which grew to ſuch 


a Magnitude by purſuing ſteddily her Inte- 


2 
gain d five 
Millions by 
Trade in the 
North ef 
Europe be- 


fore the late 6 


er:. 


Weir Tur- 
ky Trade 
exceeds ours, 


& reſt in foreign Trade? 

«© Before the late Wars, is it not notorious 
«© that France gain'd, upon the Ballance of her 
Trade with the Northern Parts of Europe, 
& atleaſt five Millions Sterling? And has ſhe 
& not ſince introduced her Woollen Manu- 
« faCtures into many diſtant Countries, in 
6 great abundance, to our vaſt Prejudice: 

« How many are there of our Try Mer- 
& chants, who remember the Time when 
« the French Imports into the Grand Seignior's 
«© Dominions did not exceed 2 or 300 Cloths 
c per Ann. whereas now, the Value of their 


C Woollen Goods imported annually thither, 


“ is greater than what ours, for ſeveral Years 
« paſt, ata Medium, have amounted to ? 
« May it not then be fairly concluded, 1! 
« this Kingdom will favour them fo far as to 
<< take off their wrought Silks, which are 
© made of the raw Silks they bring from Tur- 
« fy and Italy in return for their Woollen 
« Cloths, Perpets, &c. that we could not fall 
© into properer Meaſures to fix the Woollen 
«© Manufacture in France, and to prevent the 
«« Exportation of our own? Iam, Sir, 
ey Your Humble Servant, J. D. F. 


* 
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T ſhall next conſider the pretended Advantages 
we may have by the Exportation of Raw 
Silk from Great Britain and Turky to 
France; in anſwer to the following Letter. 


To the Britiſh Merchant. 
$8 I R, 
cc HO? you have effectually demon- 
60 ſtrated the pernicious Conſequences 


c of opening a free Trade with France, and 
% have fairly and fully expoſed many of the 
Arguments urged in favour thereof; yet we 
e ſhall take the Liberty to put you in mind of 
« one Argument for that Trade, which we 
&« are informed is of conſiderable Importance, 
“or at leaſt great Streſs is laid thereon, viz. 

«© That if the French Trade was open as 
&« formerly, tho* the French would import 
their Silk Manufactures into this Kingdom, 
* yet we ſhould thereby retrieve a conſidera- 
„ble Market for our Raw Silk in that King- 
dom, by exporting great Quantities both 
* from hence, and directly from the Levant. 

And conſequently that ſuch a current 
* Conſumption for our Raw Silk would greatly 
promote our Trade to Turkey, and ruin the 
% French Trade in thoſe Parts, &c. 

** Your Anſwer to this will oblige 

SIX, 
Your Humble Servants, 


W. L. and S. K. 
In 


— — 
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In anſwer to this Letter I ſhall aſſert in ge- 
neral, That if the French were permitted to 
import their Wrought Silks into this Kingdom, 
(as they will be, if ever the Treaty of Com- 
merce ſhould be rendered effectual) all the i- 
maginary happy Conſequences that can be de- 
duced from that ill- grounded Suppoſition of our 
ſupplying France with Raw Silk, muſt prove 
vain Chimeras, mere empty Notions, tho? re- 
ally well enough adapted to amuſe the Igno- 
rant, or thoſe who are wilfully and obſtinately 
blind. 

But to deſcend to Particulars. 
By the Cuſtom- Houſe Accounts laid before 
Raw $4 the laſt Parliament, it does not appear, that 
td to from Michaelmas 1668 to Michaelmas 1669, 
rancee there was any Raw Silk re-exported from Lan- 
don to France; however, after the Reſtoration 
France did ſometimes afford us a Market for 
this Commodity. But tho* the Quantity wa 
not confiderable, and that at leaſt two thirds of 
all that was ever fold or exported for France 
was Ardaſs, which is worth but about 9 s. fe 
lib. weight, being the coarſeſt ſort of Perju 
Raw Silk; yet ſo intent was the French King 
at this time upon encouraging the Lepant Trade 
— in his Dominions, that in March 1669 he i. 
en all Raw ſued out an Edict, whereby a Duty of 20 pet 
Silk from Cent. was tmpoſed on Raw Silk, and all othn 


| Tal Goods from the Levant, which ſhould be impertu 


any foreign into F rance, provided they had been danded n 


| Country, England, or in any other foreign Country. 


This was intended as a Prohibition to th 
Trade; but the Farmers of the Cuſtoms find 
ing that this Edict would be prejudicial 1 ther 

arm, 
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Farms, and the Importation of ' Raw Silk from 
Turkey not being then ſufficient to ſupply the 
Manufacturers, the Execution of this Edict 
was for ſome time conniv'd at, or rather diſ- 
penſed with, 

In this manner therefore the Trade in Raw 
Silk between France and other Countries in 
Chriſtendom continued until Auguſt 168 5, when 
an Arreſt of Council was publiſhed, which en- 
joined a ſtrict Execution of the aforeſaid Edict 
of 1669. 

To this the Farmers were obliged to have 
a greater regard than to the former, and the 
Importation by way of French Flanders was in 
a manner thereby prevented: But ſo it was, 
the Importation both of Raw Silk, and all Le- 
vant Goods from England, was ſtill permitted; 
probably becauſe if it had been otherwiſe, it 
would have founded very harſh in the Ears of 
our Legiſlators, . after they had in that very 
Year repealed the Statute of 1678, which pro- 
hibited the Importation of all their Manufac- 
tures and Products. 


For, as J am informed, the Exportations of 0% 


place, ſtood thus ; 


1685 1686 4b. 11722 
2 169 8 Mich. 3 1687 1391 
* C1687 1688 1952 


In three Years, /ib. 15075 


which at a Medium cannot exceed 28 or 30 
Bales per Ann. ſo that this was the advantage- 


ous Market, which was then enjoyed for our 


Raw 


tation © 


Raw Silk from London after that Arreſt took gam $16 0 


France in 


3 Tears, 
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Raw Silk in France upon taking off that Profi- 
bition. 

About this time the Trade between France 
and Turkey being increaſed, it was again at- 
tempted to promote the Conſumption of Raw 


Silk from the Levant, and to obſtruct the Im- 


portation thereof at Roan, &c. by engaging 
the Manufacturers of Z:/le, and others, to ſup- 


ply themſelves with Raw Silk from Mar cilles, 


as is evident from the Arreſts of the 22d of 
February and gth of November 1688. And by 
another Arreſt of the 15th of June in the ſame 
Year, Tranſires or Permits were granted them, 
whereby they could have their Raw Sill from the 
faid Port of Marſeilles without paying any ef 
thoſe Duties, either of Importation or Exporta- 
tion, to which the Traders to other Parts of the 
Kingdom were ſubjet?. 

But the ſaid two Arreſts were by degrees 
laid aſide, on pretence of facilitating the Im- 
portation of Silk and other Goods proper for 
the Manufactures of Li/ſe, &c. 

This proving prejudicial to the Levant Com- 
pany in France, (whoſe Trade begun now to 
flouriſh conſiderably) in 1692 they repreſented 


to his Majeſty, That unleſs the Importation if 


Levant Goods from Flanders could be prevented, 
it would be impoſſible for them to carry on that 
Trade to Turkey, whereby the Exportation of 
everal Manufaftures of France would be ob- 
ſtructed, the principal whereof are Woollen 
Cloths, Perpets, Caps, Paper, &c. | 
It was further urged, That it was eaſier fir 
his Majeſty's Subjects of French Flanders to have 
their Raw Silk, &c. from them, than * 
1 


The Trade with France; 294 


: WH Fireigners, who by this pernicious Traffick drew 
cmſfiderable Sums from the Kingdom. | 
Hereupon on the 3d of Fuly 1692. his Aa- French Ex 
t- jefly ordains, That all Silks, and other Goods var of 
w and Merchandizes coming from the Levant, &c. their 
n- which have been landed in any other & Coun- Want Trades 
0 try, ſhall pay the Duties of 20 per Cent. ad 
Valorem. And his Maje/ly PROHIBITS all 
5, the ſaid Goods and Merchandizes to be imported at 
of any other Port or Place of the Kingdom, except 
only at the Port of Dunkirk and the City of Roan, 
paying the ſaid Duties of 20 per Cent. And ex- 
cludes and prohibits all ather Ports and Paſſages, 
whether by Sea or Land, according to the afore- 
ſaid Arreft of the 15th of Auguſt 1685, on pain 
of Confiſcation as well of the Goods as of the 
Horſes, Waggons, Boats, Veſſels, and other 
Carriages concerned in bringing — Goods, 
and of 3000 Livres Fine for every Offence. 
Thus the Importation of Raw Silk into 
France, that had been landed in any Part of 
Chriſtendom, whether in England, Holland, or 
Italy, was entirely prevented, not only during 
the Remainder of that War, but in the laſt 
Peace, and even to this preſent time, as well 


of by the Subjects of France, as by Foreigners. 

ed, And in the French Book of Rates lately 
hetr tranſlated into Engliſh, fol. 384. after the Liſt 
x.of of thoſe Merchandizes from the Levant, which 
ob- are to pay 20 per Cent. ad valorem, according 


to the Arreſt of the 15th of Augu/# 1685, it is 
noted, That STXL FROM THE LEVANT 


far ts not compriſed in this preſent Liſt, becauſe it it 
2 4 ITED BY THE KING's ORDI- 


How- 
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| = However, it muſt be obſerved, That the 
Dutch, by the gth Article of their Treaty with 


Frances both at Reftwick and Utrecht, did ob- 
The Ditch tains That as to the Levant Trade to France, 


fame Pri-.  Subjet?s of the States General of the United 
— = Provinces ſhall alſo enjoy the ſame Liberty and 
as tothe Freedom as the Subjects of the maſt Chriſtian 
| —— Ling; ſo as that the ſaid Subjects of the States 
General hall be permitted to carry chandizes 
from the Levant to Marſeilles, and other Places 
permitted in France, as well by their own Ships 

as in French Ships ; and that the Subjects of the 


States General /hall in neither Caſe be ſubject ti 


the ſaid 20 per Cent. unleſs in Caſes where the 


French are ſubject to it for carrying Merchandixe 
in their own Ships to Marſeilles, and other Places 


permitted, and that no Alteration ſhall be made 


herein to the Prejudice of the Subjects of the ſaid 
States General. 

By this Article it is evident, the Dutch had 
no other Advantage granted to them by the 
Treaty of Ryſfwick than the Engliſh enjoy'd, 
(tho? we had no Treaty of Commerce with the 
French at that time) excepta Liberty toimport 
Goods and Merchandizes directly from the L- 
vam to Marſeilles, &c. ſince. the Subjects of 
France, as well as of the United Provinces, 
were prohibited to import thoſe Commodities 
from any Place in Chriſtendom, without paying 
the Duty of 20 per Cent. 

But the Interruption, not only of Com- 
merce, but of Correfpondence in Bins, dur- 

ing the late Wars, rendered us ſuch Strangers 


to the Laws of that Kingdom, that it was ap- 
prehended 


obtain ebe and the 20 per Cent. raiſed on that Occaſion, the 


The Trade with France; \ bh 


prehended this Article was of much greater 
Importance than it really was; and therefore 
it was inſiſted on at Utrecht, and obtained under 
the general Rule in the 8th Article. 

However, we have no Relief hereby as to the 
Exportation of our raw Silk to France; nor 
ſhould we have had any by the Treaty of Com- 
merce, if it had been rendered effectual by a 
Law, being prohibited as aforeſaid. 

For by the 5th Article of the ſaid Treaty it on- Imperte 
is ſtipulated, "That the Subjects of each of ing of Raza 
« their Royal Majeſties may have leave and pranes 96 
&« licenſe to come with their Ships, as alſo bibited by | 
« with the Merchandizes and Goods on board * - 

« the fame (THE TRADE AND IMPOR- ©** 
« TATION WHEREOF ARE NOT 
« PROHIBITED BY THE LAWS OF 
« EITHER KINGDOM) to the Lands, 
“ Countries, &c. Aud that the Laws and 
e Statutes of each Kingdom ſhall remain in 
full Force, and ſhall be duly put in Execu- 
tion, whether they relate to Commerce and 
Navigation, or to any other Right; thoſe 
« Caſes being only excepted, concerning which 
« 1t is otherwiſe determined in the Articles of 
this preſent Treaty.“ 

It is then very obivous, that unleſs the afore- 
laid Prohibition of raw Silk is taken off by any 
ſubſequent Article in that Treaty, it muſt ſtill 
remain in force. 

But I cannot find that any other Prohibitions 
in France are to be repealed, than QUOAD 
BONA MERCESQUE MAGNZ BRI 
TANNLIE, as far as they reſpect or relate to 


the Gods and Merchandize of Great Britain, as 
in the gth Article, d 
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And therefore I ſhall conclude, that all Pro- 
hibitions in France relating to foreign Goods, or 
to ſuch as are manufactured with foreign Mate- 
rials, are allowed, continued, and confirmed 


by this Treaty. 


The Importation of raw Silk from Great 
Britain into France being prohibited, as afore- 
ſain, it remains to be conſidered, whether we 
can reaſonably expect any conſiderable Benefit 
by importing of raw Silk directly from Turi 
to Marſeilles. 

Before theſe late Wars with France, our 
Trade from the Levant to Marſeilles was very 
inconſiderable ; however, now and then, a 
little Silk, ſome Wax, Sheeps-Wool, Goats- 
Hair, Drugs, Cotton-Wool, and Yarn, Pin- 
tadoes, Hides, &c. were ſent thither ; but it 
is much doubted whether, at a Medium, the 
whole Value of thoſe Exports amounted to 4 
or 5000 J. per Annum. 

And I am very well aſſured, that the Dutch, 
during the laſt Peace, did not ſo much as di 
patch one Ship from the Levant to Marſeille; 
neither were they known to be concerned on 
the French Ships which were in that Trade; ſo 
that their Commerce that way, if they had a 

„was carried on privately, and could be but 
of very ſmall Importance. 

Neither can either we or they ever expect a. 
ny Benefit from that Market, unleſs we had 
equal Liberty with the French Levant Company 
to carry our Goods by Tranſires into all Parts 
of that Kingdom, and thro' it into othe! 
Countries, 


For 


Dl. 


— — 1 2 rn 


e Od. i. 
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For thereby they are diſcharged of the Du- 
ties which muſt otherwiſe be paid at Lions, 
and in every Province thro* which they paſs, 
the Peages du Robne, of the Duty of 2 per Cent. 
d' Aides, tiers ſur Feaux, Quarantiene, and o- 
ther extraordinary Impoſitions and Duties what- 
geber. ; 

But this Indulgence is confined to the faid 
Levant Company, and ſome few others, pure- 
ly to encourage the Conſumption of the Goods 
they import from Turkey, in return for what 
they export thither. 


The Sieur Magi and his Partners, (who are 


Woollen Manufacturers in Languedoc) to obtain 
this Favour are obliged to export annually two 
thouſand Draps Londres, or fine Cloths made in 
imitation of ours, at Clermont, Septies, c. 
to the Levant, as may be ſeen in the Arreſt of 
the ſecond of December, 1692. 

Whereby it alſo appears, That the Mer- 
* chants of Mar ſeilles were enabled by the ſaid 
&« Tranfires, to diſcharge and ſell out of the 
Kingdom one Part of the Merchandize 
e which they import from the Levant to other 
© Countries.“ 

If then there Importations of all Levant 
Goods in 1692 were ſo great, that they had 


ſufficient for their own Manufactures in France, 
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can't take 
off our Le- 


vant Goods, 


and a SURPLUS to ſell to Foreigners, certain- i they 


ly we have little reaſon to flatter our ſelves that 


have a Sur - 


plus of tlerr 


Marſeilles can take off our Levant Commodi- own. 


ties, when we reflect either on what has been 
already mentioned, or on the prodigious In- 
creaſe of their Trade ſince that time. 


Vor. II. O My 
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My aforeſaid Correſpondents, and my Rea- 
ders, may hereafter expect an ample Account 
of this ungrateful Scene ; but at preſent I ſhall 
only aſſert, that about 3o Years ago the French 
Trade to Turkey was very inconſiderable; 
whereas, fince the Concluſion of the Peace, 
the French Merchants being encouraged by the 
Hopes of a free Trade with Great Britain, 
and probably well ſupported by better Purſe 
than their own, have vaſtly extended their 
Commerce in the Grand Signior's Dominions, 
their Ships carrying down great Quantities of 
Cloth and Woollen Goods, beſides divers o- 
ther rich Commodities. 

To which muſt be added the prodigious Sums 
they import into Turkey in Pieces of Eight, of- 
ten 50,000, and 100,000, and ſometimes 
150,000 by a fingle Ship ; whereby they are 
enabled to diſpoſe of their Cloth in Quantity, 
and have ſeveral times fince the aforeſaid Period 
engroſs*d both the fine and coarſe Silk upon the 
firſt Arrival of the Perſia Caravans; and it's 
needleſs to inſiſt on the large Parcels of other 
forts of Goods which they daily engage in. 

Well therefore might one of my Correſpon- 
dents ſay, that the French Nation is immode- 
rately bent upon enlarging her Traffick, &. 
and I am afraid, if we ſhould grant them a 
Market for their wrought Silks, we ſhould at 
the ſame time eſtabliſh their Trade, and ruin 
our own in the Levant. 


I muſt now beg leave to produce another 
Letter to clear the old Scheme, given by our 
Merchants to the Lords Commiſſioners > the 

reaty 
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Treaty of Commerce with France in 1674, 
from the vile Reflections caſt on it by the Mer- 
cater: but as the plaineſt Conviction of the 
Truth of that Scheme, I muſt firſt give ſome 
Extracts out of his Papers, wherein he inſiſts 
on Cuſtom-houſe Books as infallible, and dares 
us to appeal to them, as he does; but after- 
wards denies their Validity, and calls them all 
Fallacy and Cheat: To ſuch wretched Shifts 
were the Authors and Supporters of the Treaty 
of Commerce, who employed the Mercator 
as their Amanuenſis, reduced. 


MERCATOR Numb. 36. 

Are not the Cuſtom-houſe Books open? Fave 
not both Sides given Schemes ſaid to be taken from 
thoſe Books, &c. 

To what Purpoſe do theſe Men beat the Buſh, 
and dance in a Circle? THE CUSTOM- 
HOUSE TS A RECORD OF THESE 
THINGS, and may be referred to, even back 
to 1664, and further if they pleaſe, &c. 

The Mercator appeals to the Cuſtom-houſe 
Books, and the Cuſtom-houſe Books muſt be 
right, and may be ſearched; Now theſe Men 
dare not do it, &c. | 

MERCATOR Numb. 149. 

To call then for the Accounts of Exports and 
Imports from the Cuſtom-houſe Books, and to 
make a Fudgment from them of the Trade to 
France, is to covet being cheated, to call for 
an Evidence, who, we are aſſured before-hand, 
can give no true Account of the Matter. 

What then is become of all your Schemes, and 
Draughts, and Sums = the Cuſtom-houſe, 

2 by 


4 by which the Clamours againſt the French Trad; 
il are ſupported It is evident the Judgment made 
| from them is all Fallacy and Cheat. 
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4 A LETTER containing a Vindication 
1 | of te OLD SCHEME. 


To the Britiſh Merchant. 
I., | 

60 HE Letter which I wrote you the | 
ao gth of December laſt, betng only in- 
&« tended to remove thoſe vile and infamous 
«© Reflections which have been caſt upon thoſe 
« Gentlemen, who publiſhed in 1674 a | 
«© Scheme of the Trade between England and 
« France, in the Commodities of the Native 


Product and Manufacture of each Coun- 
cc trv. 
I] was in hopes, after the Inſpector- Ge- 
„ neral (who muſt be allowed to be a proper 


{ 
0 
Judge of the Cuſtom-houſe Accounts) had a 
«« upon Oath given ſuch entire Credit to the | 
{ 
0 
. 


«« Manuſcript which he mentions, in his firſt 
Report to the Commiſfloners of Accounts, 
that the Mercator might have at leaſt allow- 
ec ed, it was poſſible, if not probable, the 
„ faid Gentlemen had given the beſt Account 
«© they had been able to procure, to thoſe no- 
ble Lords of his Majeſty's Council who en- 
« paged them in that Work. 

« For I muſt inſiſt on it, that it's very rea- 
« ſonable to conclude, the ſaid Manuſcript, 
or the Accounts from whence it was drawn, 


«« were the Foundation of that Scheme. | 
| « An 


= - TT HB THz MT” © 
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« And I cannot omit another Argument to 
« prove Dr. Davenant's firm Belief of the Va- 
« lidity of that Manuſcript, which is, That 
« upon this Authority, he not only grounds his 
Report of the State of the French Trade in 
„ 1662-3 and 1668-9, but alſo the State of 
6 the whole Trade of the Nation for thoſe 


« two Years, which ſtands thus: 


1 
« Anno 1662 F Imports — 4,016,019 18 0 A Scheme of 
* to 1663 — Q Exports — 2,022,812 04 © cur Trad: ._ 
. | 
„The Imports exceed the Exp. 1,993,207 14 © — _ 
% Anno 1668 Imports — 4,196,139 17 © 1669. 
to 1669 — J Exports — 2,063,274 | E - 


The Imp. exceed the Exports 2,132,864. 18 © 


& This then is certain, that an Abſtract 
„had been drawn out of the Books of En- 
&« tries, of the Quantities of Goods exported 
to and imported from all Parts, to which 
©« we traded in thoſe two Years; and the 
Doctor ſays, It was drawn out almoſt in the 
« ſame Form as the Ledgers in his Office are now 
“ kept, 
eis it not then much more reaſonable to 
believe, that thoſe old Accounts which were 
regularly and fairly drawn out at leiſure, 
muſt be exacter than theſe new Accounts, 
** which were laid by the Officers of the C, 


rea- *©© tom-hoyſe before the laſt Parliament, which 
ript, WF were extracted in a hurry, and conſequently 
wn, liable to Errors? 


S © Beſides, I cannot reject the Objections 
And “ you have formerly made againſt all Accounts 
5 O 3 « which 
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& which are, or may be NO W brought 
« from the Cu/tom-houſe of the Tranſactions 
<« of thoſe times. 

« Tho' I will not ſuppoſe that either the 
c preſent Commiſſioners, or the Officers who 
« ſigned thoſe Accounts, would deliver out 
« any Account that appeared to them to be 
<« falſe or unjuſt. 

« For which Reaſon, and to oblige the 
& Mercator, ſince he has taken ſuch pains to 
« juſtify theſe Cuſtom- houſe Accounts, I am 
<« reſolved (whether they are right or wrong) 
4 to allow them their full force. 

«« For I am not contending, whether the 
«© Woollen Manufactures exported to France 
& in 1668-9 amount to 61456 J. as by the 
« Scheme, or 685217. 17s. as by Dr. Da- 
« venant's Reports, or 933967. 5 5s. 64. ac- 


* 


„ cording to the Cu/tom-houſe Account, as 1s 


& calculated in your Britiſh Merchant. 

C The Difference between the leaſt and the 
cc oreateſt of thefe Valuations is but 31850 /. 
« 5s, 6 d. and what a Trifle is this to the 
4 Ballance of 965, 128 J. 17s. 44. which 
the Scheme chargeth to the Debtor of the 
« French Trade, excluſive of re- exported fo- 
<« reign Goods? 

« But the Mercator having with the greateſt 
&« Affurance declared, not only that thisScheme 
<« is manifeſtly detected of Forgery and De- 
e ceit, but that the Trade between England 
e and France has been always a beneficial 
Trade to this Kingdom; and having alf 
« treated you with the greateſt Rudeneſ and 


„ Indecency ; I cannot but eſteem my 7 
cc 0 
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« ſo far concerned, as to attempt the Support 
« thereof, and to juſtify as far as I am able, 
« thoſe honeſt and worthy Patriots, who de- 
« liver'd that Scheme to the Right Honoura- 
« ble the Lords Commiſſioners appointed for 
« the Treaty of Commerce with France in 
« 1674, together with their humble Deſires in 
« behalf of the Engliſh Merchants trading to 
« France, and of the Engliſh Trade; and 1 
« ſubmit the whole to the Correction of every 
„ proper and impartial Perſon whatſoever. 

The main Queſtion therefore that ought 
« to be reſolved, is this: 

„% What will the Goods and Merchandizes 
« exported to and imported from France from 
«© Michaelmas 1668, to Michaelmas 1669, to- 
« gether with the Wine and Brandy which are 
*« computed by the Scheme, according to the 
% Comfumption in 1674, amount to? and 
te then how will the Ballance ſtand ? 

] ſhall therefore examine, not what in- 
&©« duced thoſe Gentlemen to leave us ſuch an 
Argument againſt the French Trade, but 
how far the Cu/tom-houſe Accounts, which 
«© were laid before the laſt Parliament, and 


* ſuch others as I ſhall refer to, will prove 


« ſufficient Vouchers, to engage our Aſſent to 
the Truth of their Computations. 

In order then to clear up this Controverſy, 
* I ſhall in the firſt place preſent you with an 
** Abſtract of the ſaid Scheme, which is enti- 
tled as follows: 


O 4 
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Our Scheme A SCHEME OF THE TRADE as it is at pre. 


of Trade 
vortb France 
in 1674, as 
given :n by 
tbe Mer- 
cbants, Vine 
Giewltds 


«6 
«6 


ſent carried on between England and France, in 
the Commodities of the Native Product and Ma- 
nufattures of each Country, calculated as exadly 
as poſſible, &C. 


« Wherein it is aſſerted, that there was export- 
ed to France from the Port of London, according 
to the Cu/tom-houſe Books, from Michaelnas 
1668 to Michaelmas 1669. 


4. „ A 
In Woollen Manufactures — 61546 o 0 
In Engliſb wrought Silks — 1920 O 0 
Exported from London in Manu- 
** taCtures 63466 © 0 
Exports from the Out-Ports, | 
*« computed at one third more 2115568 


Exported from England in Ma- | 
* nufactures — 84621 68 
« And in ſeveral Products, wiz. 


Lead 2500 Fodder at 12 /. 30000 © o 
Tin 6000 Hund. wt. 4 /. 24000 0 0 
Allum 100 Tuns 241. 2400 0 0 
Calves Skins, and Leather 10000 © 0 


And in all other Goods to the 
© Value of —— _— ND. 


_ — —— 


Total of the Exports to France 


in faid Year computed at 171021 6 8 


And the Imports into England 


from France in ſeyeral forts of 


* Linens amount to 507250 4 © 
Wrought Silks 150000 at 2 /. 300000 © 0 
Wine Tuns 11000 at 12 J. 103. 37500 © 0 
Brandy, Tuns 4000 20 J. 80000 © 0 
Paper, Reams 160000 5 f. 40000 © o 


Pruens, Feathers, Salt and Rozin 16400 © 0 
« Kid-ſkans 


—E 


oO 0 0 38 


200 00 0 


The Trade with France. 


| TEE” 

„ Kid-Skins 5000 Hund. 3 J. 15000 © O 

In all other Goods —— 40000 O o 
« Total of the Imports from France 

* are computed at — 1136150 46 


« DeduRt the Amount of the Ex- 
« ports to France as aforelaid 171021 6 8 


% Ballance gained by the French 
„from us yearly $ 
„ Beſides all manner of Toys, Fans, Gloves, 
© Laces, Point Laces, embroider'd Garments and 
„ Beds, to an incredible Value. 
Signed by 
Patience Nara, John Houghe, 
Tho. Papillon, Fohn Mervin, 
— Houblon, Peter Parawicine, 
illiam Bellamy, John Dubois, 
Michael Godfrey, Ben. Godfrey, 
George Toriano, Edmond Harriſon, 
John Houblon, Benj. De Laune. 


« "Theſe were the Merchants, all of them | 


great Traders to France, who ſigned the ſe- 
„ veral Papers, which were preſented with 
this Scheme, to the Lords Commiſſioners, 
as was before hinted : for their Lordſhips 
being entirely ſatisfied in their great Expe- 
% rience, known Abilities, and unqueſtioned 
Integrity, and withal to teſtify their own 
Care and Concern for the publick Good and 
the Welfare and Proſperity of the Trade of 
* the Nation, required theſe Gentlemen to 
* render them their Opinions, relating to the 
* ſettling of a fair Commercial Treaty be- 
E tween both Nations. 

Os « With 


965128 174 
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„ With this Command they honeſtly and 
6 juſtly complied, without the leaſt regard 
either to Party or their own private Intereſt, 
as may be ſeen at large in their aforeſaid 
„ Papers. 

«« But ſuch is the Iniquity of the Mercate 
and his Friends, that they have in ſeveral 
of his Papers repreſented this Scheme as a 
| © moſt unfair and partial Calculation, a deſign- 
e Collufion, than which nothing can be more 
*© corrupt ; that it was in it ſelf a Deſign diſbo- 
«<< neſt, a ſhameful Paper, a horrid Roguery, « 
«© curſed, open, naked Cheat, &c. 

However he cannot without ſome Shame 
and Confuſion remember, how groſly he 
«© has impofed on his Readers, and how inju- 
<< riouſly he has treated the faid Merchants, 
« firſt by charging their Scheme with a Fraud 
« in its Title, and then branding them with 
« the ſcandalous Names of Cheats, c. for 
« giving a Scheme of the Trade as it was then 
« carried on between England and France, and 
« omitting therein the re-exported foreign 
« Goods. Whereas it is he himſelf that has 
«< fallified the Title, by ſtriking out the three 
« laſt Lines thereof, 


« In the Commodities of the native Product 
and Manufattures of each Country, cal- 
«« culated as exattly as poſſible, &c. 


« Butby the true Title of the Scheme, as 
e aforeſaid, it is obvious at firſt ſight, that 
they had only a regard to the Trade in the 


„Commodities of the native Product and Ma- 
„ nufactur 
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ce nufatture of each Country; and it appears 
«© now by the Manuſcript mentioned by Dr. 
% Davenant, that they could give no other 
Account, and therefore they frankly and 
« fairly declare by the Title, what was in- 
« tended, tho* this Man has baſely and trea- 
“ cheroully repreſented it otherwiſe. 

« The Scheme being thus vindicated in its 
« Title and Deſign, I ſhall in the next place 
e pive you an Abridgment of the Cu/tom- Houſe 
« Accounts, which were laid, as aforeſaid, 
de before the laſt Parliament. 

« Whereby it will appear, wherein the 
© Scheme and thoſe Cuſtom- Houſe Accounts 
*“ differ. 

46 The Valuation of the Particulars is ac- 
© cording to the Rates made uſe of in the 
« Scheme, as far as they will ſerve; being 
ſatisfied the Authors thereof were perfectly 
e acquainted with the Prices of all forts of 
Goods, not only at home, but in France, 
from whence they received annually vaſt 
« Quantities ; and the reſt is ſupply'd ac- 
<« cording to the beſt Informations I could ob- 
& tain, | 

And becauſe the Quantities, or total Va- 
ue of our Manufactures and Products ex- 
ported from the Qut-Ports, and of ſeveral 
© Goods and Merchandizes imported at the 
Out-Ports, could not be aſcertained by any 
other better Rule, they are determined by 
the ſame Proportions as the Exports and Im- 
ports from and at the Out-Ports in 1685-6, 
* bear to the Exports and Imports of the ſame 
<< Year at London. | 

a Whereby 
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& Whereby the Objection made by the 
“ Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms againſt the 
Computation in the Scheme, relating to the 
«© Value of what was exported from the Out- 
« Ports, (being one third of the Value of the 
Manufactures exported from London) is fully 
« anſwered. | 

« However, it muſt be obſerved, that the 
« Officers at the Cy/om-houſe, both before 
„ and after 1674, were generally governed 
in their Calculations by that proportion, and 
„ it exceeds the preſent Inſpector-General's 
« Rule, in his firſt Report, fol. 12. 

 'Fhis is mentioned, not becauſe a general 
& Rule adhered to in the Cu/tom-houſe, is to 
be obſerved either in this, or in many other 
0 particular Caſes. 

«6 But toſhew how it came to be made uſe 
c of in the Scheme: for this Scheme was 
« drawn and prepared by the proper Officers 


in the Caſtom- hon ſe, and is enter'd in thoſe 


„ Books, tho? the preſent Commiſſioners can- 
c not find that the ſame was prepared by Order 
, their Predeceſſors. 

The Particulars of the Goods and Mer- 
« chandizes exported ſrom the Port of Lon- 
&« don from Michaelmas 1668 to Michaelmas 
1669, as by the Cuſtom-houſe Account, are 


„ as follow: | 
J. 8 
Woollen Manufactures valued as a- 
foreſaid at 5 990 ig0) 


Wrought Silks, /:b. 4734. 2 l. 105. 1183 15 0 
Lead 970 Fod, 11 hund. wt. 12 J. 11646 15 0 
Tin hund. wt 9963. 14 /ib. 4 /. 3987 10 0 


Allom, 393 hund. wt. 1 J. 4 5. 471 12 O 
Tann' d 


\ 
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Tann'd Leather 45584 hund. com- 

puted, viz. ; part at 6 4. ] at 
9 4. and } at 12 d. per lib. 19146 
Unrated Goods 9990 
In other Manufactures and Products 11500 


15132 
Products, Manufactures, and foreign by : 
Goods exported from the Out- 
Ports, according to the Propor- 
tion of what was exported from 
the Out-Ports in 1685-6, com- 
puted at one half part of what 
was exported in Manufactures 
and Products from London, a- 
mount to 7566 


— 


226985 


Foreign Goods re- exported from London. 
43980 lib. wt Cotton Wool, at 6 4. 1099 10 © Foreign 
23615 lib. wt Cotton Yarn, at 124. 1180 15 © Cds re- 
1914; hund. wt Gauls, at 3 J. 5743 10 0 f 
50977 lib. wt Goat Hair, at 2 5. 5097 14 o 2 . 
160816 /ib. Tobacco, at 3 4. 2010 4 6 
204 Tuns of Oil, at 30 J. 6120 O 0 
6080 h. 2qrs 3 lib Sug. bought at 25s. 7600 
224859 lib. wt Pepper bl. at g d. 8432 
7995! Pieces of Callicoes, at 155, 5996 
8481 lib. Indico, at 3s. 64. 1484 
765 doz. Goats-Skins, at 24. 1530 
In Drugs and other Goods 17200 


0 O OG ty» + ww 
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63495 
Total of the Exports to France in 


1668-9, computed at 290480 


£6 
he . 
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cc The Account and Value of the Goods and 
cc Merchandizes imported from France in the 
« ſaid Year, is next to be aſcertain'd. 
Defea of © Butit muſt be obſerved, that theſe Cy/fom- 
. the Cuſtom c houſe Accounts are very defeCtive in not ta- 
8 c king notice of the Wine and unrated Goods 
« imported at Londen, nor of any Goods im- 
cc ported in the Out-Ports. 
« For the Inſpector-General has given an 
« Account, fol. 15 and 16, of the Wines 
« imported into the Port of London from 
©« France. 
« Both in 1662-3. 
&« And in 1668-9. 
% And therefore it is VERY STRANGE 
« it ſhould be aſſerted, that the Books of Entries 
« for Wines, ending at Michaelmas 1669 are 
«© not tobe found; and the Omiſſion of the un- 
rated Goods is ſo groſs, that it's ſhrewdly to 
c be ſuſpected, they are defective in other Ar- 
« ticles. | 
Supplyd3; However, to ſupply part of theſe De- 
enther of (c fects, I ſhall take to my Aſſiſtance ano- 
—— « ther Cu/tom-houſe Account, which was for- 
* merly laid by the Farmers of the Cu/ftems 
« before a Houſe of Commons, and was 
tc produced before the laſt Houſe of Com- 
„ mons, as an Evidence to confirm the Au- 


« thority of the Old Scheme : It's entitled, 


& An Account of Liquors and French Linens , 


« imported at the Port of London and Out- 
« Ports from Michaelmas 1667 to Michael- 
% mas 1669. 
Which is ſigned by 
Tof. Dawſon, per Coll. 
E. Brewer, per Comp. This 


A Ama 


- 
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Tho. Kynaſton, per Sr. 
ohn Molſtenbolm, 
ohn Shaw, 


E. Turner. 


«© Whereby it appears there were import- 
« ed into England, in thoſe two Years, Li- 
cc nens of the Manufacture of France, as fol- 
« lows. 


„„. 
106442 Pieces of Lockrams, at 6]. 638652 © © 
3003 Pieces dyed Linens, at 11. 3003 © o 


10281 Yards Diaper n at 22. 1028 2 0 

063 Yds Diap. Napkining, at 17. 26 0 
3 Ells, * Canvas, at 74. 68251 : © 
34712 h. El. Vitry & NoyCanv. at 6/ 208272 © © 

33-Pair of old Sheets, at 5 5. 1133 5 o 
2257 Bolts of Poldawies, at 15 5. 1692 15 © 
4798 Pcs of Kentings, at 1/. 105. 7197 oo 
155 h. El. packing Canv. at 2 J. 10s. 387 10 © 


$00 Shirts valued at 64 Oo 
Imported in the faid two Years by - 
this Account French Linens, a- 
mounting to — 932353 15 © 


The half part of the ſaid 9323537. 
155. being the Medium of one 
Year, is ——— 466176 17 6 


c Imported from the 19th of October 1668 

« to the 20th of October 1669, other ſorts of 

« Linens, which are omitted in the aforefaid 

« Account, but are inſerted in the Account 

from the Cu/tom-houſe, which was laid before 

* the laſt Parliament. : 0 
ORF © 


300 h, Ells Cloth of Brittany, at 
61.135, 44. — — 2000 0 0 


138079 
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J. 4. d, 
138079 Ells of Courtray, at 5 5. 34519 15 0 


1185 Ells of Iſingham Cloth, at 5s. 296 5 0 
809 Pieces of Quintins, at 103. — 404 100 
1362 doz. of Buckrams, at 2/. 10s. 3405 00 
And for ſeveral other ſmall Parcels 

of Cloth — I55 oo 


» 5 


By this Medium of the Farmer's 
Account, and by the aforeſaid Cu- 
flom-houſe Accounts, the Linens im- 
ported from France in 1668-9 are 
computed at 


506957 76 
If it ſhould be objected againſt this Arti- 


c cle, in the Farmer's Account, 

That the Out-Ports could not take off 
5 fo great a Quantity of Linens, as will ap- 
„ pear to be wanting by the ſaid Cu/tom-houfe 
Account, to anſwer this Sum of 506957 l. 
% A 04. 


I anſwer, That the Linens im- 

ported in this Year, at the Port of 

London, as by the ſaid Cuſtom houſe 

Account, according to the aforeſaid 

Valuation will amount to about 247000 © 0 
And conſequently the Linens im- 

ported at the Out-Ports are only va- 


lued at — 259957 76 
This being the Total of this Year's 4's 
Import — 506957 7 6 


«« Whereas, if you compare the Proportion 

6 of what was imported in 1685-6, at the 

« Out-Ports, with what was imported the 
« ſame Year into London, 

; | 6 You 
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« You will find the Difference between 
« London and the Out-Ports in that Year, 
« was much greater than is before-mention- 
« ed. 


| J. 
For then, according to this Valuation, 
there was imported into the Port of Lon - 
don, Linens to the Value of 179000 


And into the Out-Ports to the Value of 297000 


Total Amount of the Linens imported, 
as by the Cuſtom- houſe Accounts in 1685-6, 476000 


«© Which though ſhort of the Value of what 
&« was imported in 1668-9, yet the Value of 
« what was then imported at the Out-Ports is 
« 37042 J. 12 5. 6d. more than is charged 
ein this Year. 5 

And if it ſhould be further objected, that 
« theſe Linens are valued at higher Rates than 


you have valued the Linens imported in 


“ 1685, which I obſerve was according to the 
“ Cuſtom-houſe Valuation 

I ſhall only add what the Gentlemen who 
* publiſhed this Scheme mention, in their Re- 
port to the Lords Commiſſioners, vi. 

That the Silks and Linens imported from 
France into England, are one with another 
charged but after the Rate of 5 per Cent. 
for though by the Book of Rates for Subſidy 
and Additional Duty, the ſaid Commodities 
are rated to pay about 7 per Cent. yet they 
* being undervalued in their Prices, the Du- 
ties levied on them, do not in the general 
* exceed 5 per Cent. of their real and true 
Values. « I 
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& TI ſhall proceed to the Article of wrought 


cc Silks, of which the Farmers Account makes 
« no mention, and the Com- hon ſe Account 
6c only takes notice of. 

«© Ib. 6630 4 Imported into the Port of 
« London; for, as aforefaid, there is no Ac- 
„count of what was imported in 1668-9 into 
« the Qut-Ports. 

«© (Tho? by the Commiſhoners Report to 
ce the Lords, all the Out-Ports Books were not 
« wanting ; if therefore they have theAccounts 
&« from Dover and Deal, it would ſoon be 
& found, what Quantities of wrought Silks 
„ were imported that Year.) 

4 Neither does the Scheme pretend to give 
& an exact Account of what was imported, 
* but computes it at Ib 1 50000 wt. per Am. 
„ which at 2 J. per Ib wt. amounts to 300, 
& ooo. 

« However the Authors therein note, 

„That in 1674 there was received at the 
Port of Dover only (as they were informed) 
&« 15000 J. for the Cuſtom of wrought Silks: 
&« fo that conſidering what may be conveyed 
<< away privately,and that great Quantities are 
« worth from 3/. to 4 J. the Ib weight, they 
cc believe the wrought Silks may amount to 
“ much more in value than what is above. 


&« And if any one would inform himſelf from 


cc thoſe French Factors, who are ſtill living, 
and were at that time in London, of the valt 
«© Quantities of French wrought Silks, that 
« were then ſold in that City, they would be 
“ ſoon convinced, that there was annual) 
imported at leaſt double the Quantity which 
« is mentioned in the Scheme. Ths 
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« This is alfo proved beyond all Contra- 
« diction, by the 2 Increaſe of that 
« Manufacture in this Kingdom, and by. the 
« yearly Importations of raw and thrown 
« Silk, which are now much greater than in 
« thoſe Days; the Manufacture whereof, ex- 
« cluſive of the Coſt of the Silk, amount to 
« a much greater Sum than is above-menti- 
« oned. 

« But left it ſhould be doubted, whether 
« there was ever any conſiderable Quantity 
« brought to England in one Year, you have 
« already proved, that in 1685-6 there was 
« imported into London, 5906 4 lb 

6 And into the Out-Ports, 

& beſides what might be im- 
“ ported, during the Micbacl- 
„% mas Quarter, in 1686 at 
66 Deal, Se.. — 


115591 


_—_—. 


121497 3 Ib 


«© Which tho? a leſs Quantity than is com- 
„ puted by the Scheme, yet according to your 
Valuation at 505. per lb weight amounts to 
* 3037434. 155. 

And he that knows any thing of the 
« Price of wrought Silks, muſt allow you 
© have not exceeded the Medium. 

Neither is it to be imagin'd, that the 
«© Merchants who drew this Scheme, exceeded 
the Quantity of what was fairly imported in 
* 1074. 

So that upon this Foot this Article could 
not be over-valued ; but on the _— 

' « 1 
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ce if the clandeſtine Importations were to be 
% added, I have good Reaſon to believe it 
* would amount to near 800000 J. per An- 
„ num. 

« As to the Computation, that 1 1000 
„ 'Tuns of French Wine were then annually 
« imported into this Kingdom; 

It is plain by the Farmers Account, that 
« from Michaelmas 1667 to Michaelmas 1669, 
© there was imported 21471 Tuns. 

& From Mrchaelmas 1672 to Michaelmas 
« 1674, the Merchants aſſert in their afore- 
s ſaid Report, that there was imported into 
&« London 22500 Tuns. 

% By the Cy/tom-houſe Accounts laid before 
ce the laſt Parliament, the Medium of what 
«© was imported into London in 1675, 76, 77, 


and 78, is 8535 Tuns per Annum. 


«© the Medium for 1686, 87, 88, 89, was 
© 13401 Tuns per Annum. 


Let the Mercator then add the juſt Pro- 


<< portion for what was imported at the Out- 
Ports, and he will hardly be able to per- 
e ſuade any reaſonable Man in the Kingdom 
that this was a partial Calculation. 

© The Brandies are next in courſe to be 
© conſidered; the Scheme ſuppoſes that we 
& ſhould take from France 4000 Tuns per Ar 
C num, not, as the Mercator has been perſua- 
« ding his Readers, that 4000 Tuns were al- 
<« ſerted to be imported in 1668-9. 

«© On the contrary, the Merchants aſſerted, 
ce that the Quantity imported from Michazims: 
« 1663 to Michaelmas 1664 was ſo ſmall, 
“that it deſerves not to be noted. | 

6 That 
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« That from Michaelmas 1667 to Michael- 
« mas 1669, there was imported into London 
but 3000 Tuns: And by the Farmers Ac- 
« count the total Import in the ſaid two Years 
« amounted only to 3775 Tuns. 

« But from Michaclmas 1671 to Michaelmas 
« 1673, there was imported into the Port of 
« London 7315 Tuns, beſides what was im- 
« ported into the Out-Ports ; which were the 
« two preceding Years before they made this 
Calculation. 

e Since therefore the Conſumptions of 
& French Brandy encreaſed yearly very much 
« from 1663 to 1674, they could not con- 
« clude that leſs than 4000 Tuns were then 
e ſpent, or would for the future be imported. 

& T ſhall now return to the Cu/tom-houſe Ac- 
« counts, to adjuſt both the Quantities and 
« the Prices of the remaining Goods that 
« were imported in 1668-9. | 
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« Whereby it is obvious the following Par- Paper. 


« cels of Paper were imported into London 
ein that Year. 

| 8 
Bundles 430 Brown, at 3 s. 64 10 
Reams 650 Cap, at 75. 64, — 243 15 
1593 Demy, at 15s, — 1194 15 
155411 Ordinary, at 5-5. — 38852 15 

3 Painted, 13s. 4 d. 22 

438 Royal, at 2/. —— 876 


1585 41253 15 
The wa for the Out-Ports is 
computed on the Quantity at 14 
fer Cent. which makes Reams 
22197, at 5 5s. per Ream —— 5549 5 o 
Total of the 2 of the Paper 46803 o o 


| 
| 
j| 
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C“ By the ſame Account there was imported 


5 into the Port of London in the ſaid Year, . 
| 2 * 4 
Salt, Rofin, 1346 Weys of Salt, at 21. 2692 00 


8 oo hund. wt of Roſin, at 8 5. 2120 oo 
95463 hund. wt Pruens, at 15 5. 7234 17 6 
4514 hund. wt Feathers, at 5 /. 2258 150 


8 4305 12 6 


And for the Proportion of the Out- 

Ports ſince Amount of the 

ſaid Commodities imported at 

London in 1685-6, according to 

the aforeſaid Valuation, was 21354 12 3 
And at the Out-Ports —— $7751 123 
It is computed accordingly at 38687 00 


„ "Total of the Value thereof 52992 12 6 
Kid-ikirs, The Kid-fkins imported into Lon- 
don by the ſaid Account from'the 
Cuftom-houſe, are 4309 hund. and 
70 Skins, which at 3 J. per hun. 


amounts to — 12929 20 
The Importations at the Out- Ports 

are computed at 5; per Cent. 646 9 6 The 
The Kid-ſkins amount to —— 13575 116 : 
And the Value of all other Goods Dis 

imported into London, as by the 0h 

ſaid Cuftom-houſe Account, is 

computed at - 28200 00 The 
Unrated Goods, tho' omitted in be 

that Account, concluded to a- 

mount to as much as in 1685-6 13558 46 wy 
The Proportion for the Out-Ports, « fh 


calculated at one third of what 4 
is imported at London, — 13919 82 32 
Total 55677 128 W 


& According 
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« According to the aforeſaid Calculations, 


« the whole Account ſtands as follows. 


IMPORTED. 


3 

Linens of all Sortek(wyC— 7 76 
Wrought Silks, at leaſt . : 0 
Wine, 11000 Tuns, at 12 J. 10. 137500 © © 
Brandy, 4000 Tuns, at 20 l. 80000 o © 
Paper, 180752 Reams 46803 o o 
Salt, Rozin, s, and Feathers 52992 12 6 
Kid- Kin — — — 13575 116 
In all other Goods and Merchandizes 55677 12 8 
Total of the Value of Goods and + ; 

Merchandizes imported from Fr. 

in 1668-9, together with the 

Wine and Brandy, which are 

Fat. (> Fry to the Con- 

umption in 1674 — —11 4 2 
Dedutt the total Value of what was 193500 8 

exported from Engl. to France 

in 1668-9, as aforeſaid — 290480 89 
The Im exceed the Exports, or 

there = annually loft by our 

Trade with Fance, — 903025 15 5 
Difference between this Ball. and 

the Ballance by the Scheme, but 62103 1 11 
The Ballance, as by the Scheme, 


17 4 


% Upon the whole, you will obſerve, 
that I have made an Allowance for the 
** greateſt Objections to which this Scheme 


« was liable: 


« Having 
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| | 4 0 
Having charged for the Amount 6 

of our re-exported foreign Goods T 

ſhipp'd for France, — 63495 69 60 
For the Difference in the Quan- ec 


tity of Woollen Manufactures be- 

tween the Scheme and the Cufom- 

houſe Accounts, 
And inſtead of computing what 

was exported from the Out-Ports 

at one third, as in the Scheme, I 

have allowed the half of what was 

exported from London, the Diffe- 

rence whereof is —— — 25220 11 4 


s In all 120566 37 


31850 5. 6 


& Tho' it is very apparent, the Merchants 
ce who drew the Scheme muſt be diſcharged 
« from the leaſt Imputation of Partiality in | 
ce theſe Particulars, as long as the [nſpettor- 
«© General's Manuſcript, and the Rules of the 
«© Cu/tom-houſe.muſt vouch for them. 

«© The Mercator will alſo obſerve, that! 
«© have had ſome regard to ſeveral of his Ob- 
« jections, againſt the Valuation of divers 
Goods and Merchandize, in your Account 
cc of the Exports and Imports in 1685-6. 75 

I ſhall therefore offer what has been faid, WF . 
<< as a fair and probable Argument to ſupport .. P 
«© the Authority of this old Scheme, being D 


grounded upon the Authority of the Gu , : 
cc tom-houſe Accounts, that have been prod « M 
© ced for no other end than to deſtroy it. « þ, 


«© But the Mercator's irreſiſtible Weapons 
<< been always turned againſt him; and tho] 
< have ſome Reaſon to believe, that every Ot 


6« fice 


. & 


© is to examine what has been formerly ex- 


oer IL. P The 
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« fice in the Kingdom has been rumaged to 
« equip him, yet hitherto he has not produced 
« one Demonſtration, nor publiſhed any Mat- French. 
« ter of Fact, which proves that the French — _ 
« Trade was (not always, as he ſays, but) 47, Jr dur- 
« at any time beneficial to this Kingdom, un- ing tbe 1ſt 
« leſs during the laſt and the preſent Peace, png a 
« when it was carried on under the preſent 7eir Gedi 
high Duties: and in this we all agree, vere ander 

« He formerly indeed promiſed to exhibit a % Pitti. 
« true Scheme of this Trade; and having had 
« the Cr/tom-houſe Accounts of our Exports 
« to and from France from Michaelmas 1686 
« to Michaelmas 1688 fo long by him, I was 
in hopes he would have tack'd them to the 
Accounts of the preceding Year, and obli- 
« ped his Readers with an impartial Account 
« of thoſe three Years Trade together. 

«© But he being now out of humour with 
e all Cy/ftom-houſe Accounts, I muſt conclude 
they are all as much againſt him, as the 
French Commerce is againſt the Intereſt of 
* this Kingdom. | 

* And therefore, if the way to judge of 
hat may be hereafter exported or imported, 


* ported or imported, as our ſaid Mercator 
has aſſerted; we may juſtly determine that 
* the French, if ever they have it in their 
Power to ſupply us with their Products and 
„ Manufactures, will at once ruin both our 
* home and foreign Trade. 

SIR, Your Humble Servant, 
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The Arguments about dur Exports to Marſeille 
confuted. Perſecution in England is th 
way to inſtru#t foreign Nations in the Will. 
len Manufafture, who have all Material 


for it. 


E Þ HE Mercator has kept himſelf for above 
a Month in the Streights : he ſeemed to 
me to have thought himſelf fo very ſafe, and 
fo well entrenched there, that I did not believe 
he would be drawn from thence by any Proyo- 
cation, 

I muſt confeſs now, that T was miſtaken; 
he has left the Streighis to defend Perſecution, 
and to ſhew that how much ſoever we ma 
perſecute our Manufacturers out of Englant 
yet if we can but keep our Wool at home, we 
are ſure of keeping our Woollen Manufic- 
tures. 

I ſhall not fail to conſider his Defence of 
Perſecution, as a Britiſb Merchant, ſo far as it 
is directly contrary to the Intereſt of Trade. 

But for the preſent I muſt take up his Argu- 
ment of the Streigbts, ſince he ſeems to have 
finiſhed all he had to ſay upon that Subject. 

The chief Subject of Diſpute between the 
Mercator and myſelf has been the Trend 
Trade. I have aſſerted, that before our Prohi- 
bitions or high Duties on the Goods and Mer- 
chandizes of France, that Trade was always 
detrimental to this Nation. The Mercator on 
the contrary has aſſerted, that it was AL- 
WAYS BENEFICIAL; and we have bot! 
appealed to the C,/?om-houſe Accounts in de- 
tence of our ſeveral Aſſertions. b 
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In defence of my Aſſertion I have produced 
the OLD SCHEME ; I have cleared the 
Scheme from every Cavil and Objection of 
the Mercator ; the Mercator has not made the 
leaſt Reply: So that by the OLD SCHEME 
the French Trade ſtands condemned of pay- 
ing a Ballance of 903,025. 15 6. 54. to that 
Nation. The OLD SCHEME is a Cuſtom- 
haue Account, and proves this. 
have likewiſe produced the entire Entries 
of both Exports and Imports between England 
and France in the Year 1685-6. The Bal- 
lance againſt us in that Year is not very ſhort 
of the former, eſpecially if my Valuations of 
the Linens and ſome other Particulars were 
rectified; for having followed the Cu/tom-houſe 
Rates, they were greatly undervalued. | 
The Merchants, who drew the Valuations 
of the OLD SCHEME, firſt ſet me to rights 
in this Matter, by their Repreſentation in 1674 
to the Lords of his Majeſty's Privy-Council, 
then Commiſſioners for making a Treaty of 
Commerce with France. 
Dr. Davenant has fully made it out, that 
we loſt by the French Trade ; and adds in his 
Diſcourſe on the Protection and Care of Trade, 
pag. 175. Tis likewiſe ſaid, when the 2 mw 
« Book of Rates was complied, that the ö 
« French knew how to place ſomewhere a en cbeir 1 
« great Sum very ſkilfully, by the help of n 
which they procured, that the Cuſtoms and | 
© Duties upon their Product ſhould be light, | 
and heavy upon that of Spain, tho' appa- 
« rently we got by one Country, and tho* we 
CI e were 


The Merca- 
tor?s Argu- 
ments for 
tbe French 
Trade, 
from cur 
Importations 
to Marſeil- 
les confuted, 
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ce were thought to loſe by the other in the ge 
& neral Ballance of Trade.“ 

Beſides the two Cuſtom-houſe Accounts, thi 
of the OLD SCHEME, and that of the Yer 
I685-6, are two ſuch Objections againſt the 
French Trade, and ſo plainly demonſtrate tht 
it was detrimental to this Nation, that the 
Mercator has been at great Pains to get rid d 
them, 

A world of Ways he has try*d to no pu. 
poſe ; but his laſt Refuge is, that now his be 
loved Cu/tom-houſe Accounts are to be giver 
up, as not being able to give us a true Ballance 
of the French Trade. They give us, ſays he, 
a full Account of our Importations from France 
but they cannot give us a full Account of our Er 
portations to that Country. 

This has been the Subject of 14 or 15 of hu 
laſt Papers running, without ſtepping aſide ts 
any other Argument. 

His whole Argument collected from the + 
foreſaid Papers, is as follows : 

« That vaſt Quantities of our Goods ar 
« exported to France that are not enter'd t 
c that Country. 

« That our Goods, and eſpecially our 
« Woollen Manufactures, are enter*d out for 
de the Streights, and a very great Part of then 
« are exported to Marſeilles, 

«« That this is apparent, 

Firſt, „ Becauſe ſome Goods are indeed 
«« enter'd for Marſeilles, tho* no Ships att 
hound thither, but only for the Streigbis 
« and the Quantities enter'd for ar /e:lles at 


* ſo inconſiderable, that the Ships which ca 
«rr 
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© ry them could not afford to go to Marſeilles, 
it they were not alſo to deliver other Goods 
than thoſe which are directly enter'd for 
that Port. 

Secondly, « Becauſe Marſeilles in France, 
« as well as Venice, Leghorn, Genoa, Naples, 
« and Gallipoli in Italy, Alicant and Malaga 
in Spain, and Meffina in Sicily, are all in 
« the Streights ; and therefore of all our En- 
« tries for the Streigbts, Marſeilles ought to 
& have its ſhare, it ought to be allow'd that 
« conſiderable Quantities are exported to that 
« City, | 

Thirdly, © Becauſe the Goods exported to 
« the other Citics arc uſually entered for thoſe 
« Cities, and not by the general Name of the 
« Streights; whereas we very rarely ſee any 
“Entries for Marſeilles, and therefore it 
e ought to be preſumed that the Goods en- 
« ter'd for the Streights are exported to Mar- 
& ſeules. 

Fourthly, * Becauſe there can be no Reaſon 
* to conceal our Exports to other Countries, 
*© as there is to France: The Streights there- 
* fore is a general Name to conceal our Ex- 
ports to that Country. 
From all which the Mercator concludes, 
Firſt, That great Quantities of our Goods 
gentered out for the Szrezghts are indeed ex- 
ported to Marſeilles, and he lumps the Sum 
Et on? half of our whole Entries for the 
Streights. 
ts; Secondly, That the Cu/tom-houſe Accounts 
re Here by no means to be depended on for giving 
u- an exact Ballance of the French Trade, 
r F 4 ſince 


of 
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ſince they do not take the leaſt notice of Go 
Goods that ate enter*d out for the Szreights ; BMI Sci: 
and yet ſuch of them as are exported for A. tha! 
feilles do as much help to make the Ballance of WW all 
the French Trade on our ſide, as thoſe which the 
are directly enter'd out for France. the 

And the Mercator aſſures himſelf, that if WM the! 
all the Goods which were heretofore enter'! ten. 
out for the Streights, Flanders, Holland, and con 
Germany, and either directly or through thoſe ma? 
Countries carry'd into France, were ſeparated I Un- 
and diſtinguiſhed in the Cu/tom-houſe Books; it In- 
wou'd quickly appear, that the Ballance of the ] 
French Trade was greatly on our ſide, But wh: 
ſince the Cy/tom-houſe Books cannot do this, he Wl exp 
reſolves that all our Schemes of Trade taken for 
from thence are falſe and fallacious, and only ; 
calculated to deceive our Readers, and to ex- for 
aſperate the People againſt a Trade which wa car 
altbays beneficial to the Nation. the 


This is the Sum and Subſtance of thoſe Pi- if tl 
pers; and I believe that he himſelf muſt ac Ma 


knowledge I have not wronged him in the & that 
bridgment, or that I have not omitted a | 
thing that was material to his Argument. knc 
But now *tis time to give an Anſwer to this mo 
Argument. Str. 


And, I/, How cou'd this Man have the an 
Confidence to affirm, that the Cuſton- hui are 
Books give us a full Account of all our Impor an 
tations from France? Are no Goods then chi- An 
deſtinely imported? Are not the high Duties the 
which are ſaved by it an Encouragement to the 


Officers appointed at the vaſt Charge of de 
Govellt 
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Government to ſeize all ſuch Goods ? Are not 
Seizures made every Day? Shall it be ſaid, 
that none of them eſcaped being ſeiz'd? And 
all that are thus 1mported, help to augment 
the Ballance of Trade againſt England? Yet 
the Cu/tom-hauſe Books give us no Account of 
theſe clandeſtine Importations : I never pre- 
tended that they did; I have often ſaid the 
contrary. So that the Cuſtom-houſe Books 
may indeed make out a Ballance againſt Eng- 
— but they cannot make out the whole Bal- 
nce. 

But, Secondly, J am to conſider his Reaſons 
why prodigious Quantities of our Goods are 
exported to France, which are not enter'd out 
for that Country, 

The firſt of which is, that the few Entries 
for Marſeilles demonſtrate that our Ships which 
carry thoſe Goods cou'd not afford to go up 
the Gulf of Lions ſo much out of their Way, 
if they were not alſo to deliver other Goods at 
Marſeilles, beſides thoſe which are enter'd for 
that Port. 

But I muſt inform the Mercator, ſince he 
knows nothing of the matter, that nothing is 
more common than for Ships bound for the 
Streights, in time of Peace, to ſet out with 
an inconſiderable Part of their Loading. They 
are contented for a ſmall Freight to call in at 
any Place not very much out of their Way : 
And very often at the Places where they call, 
they take in Goods to the Places where they 
are afterwards bound, which at ſome Freight 
or other may help to fill their empty Holds. 
And Ships for this reaſon may even call at 

P 4 Mar- 
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Marſeilles, tho* they have very few Goods to 


deliver there ; and therefore their going to 

Marſeilles with a ſmall Part of their Cargo en- 

ter'd out for that Port, is no Argument at all 

— they have any greater Quantity for that 
ace. 


His ſecond Reaſon is, That Marſeilles be- 
ing in the Strezghts, ought to have its Share 


of all the Goods that are enter'd out for the 


Streights, 

To which I anſwer, That it is but one »f a 
great many Ports in the Streights, and ought 
to have a very ſmall Share upon this Account; 
nor is it likely it can have ſo great a one as any 
of the reſt. It is true, Marſeilles is a free 
Port, and no Cuſtoms are paid there ; there- 
fore it may receive as much as is conſumed there 
without Payment of any Cuſtoms ; but exceſ- 
ſive Cuſtoms are paid (if ſent thence) for all 


other Parts of France, more than in any other 


Country in the S7reights : ſo that it is not like- 


ly that any Goods are exported to Mar/eili:s 
but for the Conſumption of that Place, or ſome 
other, where the Cuſtoms are more eaſy than 
they are in France; and whichſoever is the 
Caſe, our Exports for Marſeilles are no Argu- 
ment for the Bill of Commerce. 


The Mercator's fourth Reaſon, That we do 


not export ſuch Quantities of Goods to any o- 
ther City in the Streights as we do to Mar- 
feilles, is, that we have no Neceſſity of conceal: 
ing our Exports to other Places as we have t9 
France ; and that therefore to moſt other Places 
we make our Entries to the very Places to 
which we export our Goods, Which is an- 
ſwered, By 


\ 
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By ſaying, That we are under no greater ne- 
ceſſity of concealing, now in a time of Peace, 
our Exports to Marſeilles than to any other 
Port. Our Trade is as free and open there as Reaſons 
to any Port in the Mediterranean. If therefore ,_;.. — 
we ſeldom ſee any Entries for Marſeilles, it is Goods to 
certain it is becauſe we have leſs Trade there — 
than to any other Port ; and conſequently of — | 
the Entries to the S: reights, we ought to believe / France. 
that Marſeilles has the leaſt Share, and more 
eſpecially becauſe tho* Mar ſeilles is a free Port, 
and pays no Cuſtoms, yet our Goods cannot 
be carried farther into France without paying 
exceſſive Cuſtoms, and more than are paid in 
any other Country. 

I have reſerved the Mercator's third Rea- 
ſon to anfwer in the laſt Place, which was, 
That we enter to moſt other Ports in the 
Streights by their particular Names; and 
therefore a great Part of the Enties for the 
Streights muſt be ſuppoſed to be made for Har- 
feilles, to which very few Entries are directly 
made. | 

To this I anſwer, The Entries for the Year: 
1699, from whence the Inſpector-General has 
given the Valuation of all our Exports that 


Year, were 


1 
To the Streights 409316 7 2 
To Tah — — 10049 7 4 
To Venice — — 34034 10 7 


In all 543900 5 1 
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And in 1703 there was exported, 
4. &. 


To the Streights —— — 304553 16 2 


To Htaly — — 173529 18 10 
To Venice — 15953 15 6 
In all 494037 10 6 


— 


So that there was exported in 
1699 more than in 1733 — 49892 14 7 


From this Account I muſt obſerve, that in 
1699, whilſt we enjoyed the late Peace with 
Spain, and as free a Trade to Marſeilles as we 
can pretend todo at preſent, we exported into 
the Streights but 49862 J. 145. 7 4. more 
than in 1703, when, by reaſon of the War, 
we had loſt our Trade to France, Spain, Sicily 
and Naples. 

And conſequently that no more than 498621. 
14 5. 7 d. could be exported to Marſeilles, A. 
licant, Malaga, Barcelona, Meſſina, Naples, 
&c. all of them at War with us, and to which 
our Trade was prohibited. 

And if this was the Caſe, how ſmall a Part 
of that Sum muſt be ſaid to have been expor- 
ted to Marſcilles, when a much greater might 
reaſonably be believed to have been exported 
to every one of thoſe Places, with which we 
were at War as well as France? | 

By this Account 498621. 14 s. 7 d. is the 
whole Value of the Goods entered for the 
Streights, which can be ſuppoſed to have been 
ſent to Marſeilles, Alicant, Malaga, Barcelo 
na, Meſſina, Naples, &c. And how ſmall a 
Part of this Sum can be aſſigned to ann 

all 
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and conſequently to France alone? For my 
own part, I believe very little, and I believe 
every Reader will be of my mind ; eſpecially 
ſince *tis well known to our Merchants, that 
we made very few Entries directly for the a- 
foreſaid Spaniſh and Italian Ports, tho? they all 
knew our Trade was not inconſiderable to thoſe 
Places, which therefore muſt be ſuppoſed to 
have been made under the general Name of 
the Streights. 

It is manifeſt now that all our Entries to the 
Streights, Italy and Venice, in the belt of the 
abovementioned Years, did not exceed 
543900 J. 5 s. 1 d. when our Peace was uni- 
verſal. 

And that they amounted within 49862 J. 
14 5. 7 d. of that Sum, even when by the 
War our Trade to Marſeilles, Alicant, Bar- 
celma, Meſſina, Naples, &c. was cut off from 
us; ſo that there is no Pretence for aſſigning 
to/Marſeilles any conſiderable Quantities of our 
Exports to the Streights, and perhaps almoſt 
nothing. | 

Will the Mercator then conclude, that one 
half of our Goods entred out for the Streights 
were exported for Marſeilles ? Or is there any 
more Reaſon to believe that our Goods which 
are entered for Holland, Germany and Flanders, 
are exported to France, than that thoſe which 
are entered to France are exported to thoſe 
Places? tho? it muſt be confeſſed the Mer- 
chants commonly make wrong Entries to con- 
ceal their Trade from one another. 

I have proved too before, that he muſt be a 


ridiculous Trader that will export to France 
thro” 
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thro* other Countries, conſidering the Cuſtoms, 
and other large Charges that muſt be paid by 
the way. 

And then can the Mercator hope by his En- 

tries to the Streights, of which very little goes 
to France, or by his wrong Entry to other 
Countries, or his Exportations thro' other 
Countries, to fetch up ſuch a Ballance as 
900000 7. which by the SCHEME, and o- 
ther Cu/tem-houſe Accounts, we paid to France, 
or indeed any conſiderable part of that Sum ; 
much Jeſs that the Ballance of the French 
Trade can thereby be made to be on our 
ſide ? 
It remains therefore, that the Cu/tom-houſe 
Accounts are not falſe nor fallacious, and that 
they are ſufficient to prove that we loſe atleaſt 
the Ballance appearing by them. 

And it is certain we loſe a great deal more, 
if the clandeſtine Importations ſhall be ad- 
ded. 7 

The Mercator, Number 1 50. faid, that all 
our Entries for Marſeilles in the ſpace of ſeven 
Months were no more than ſix ſmall Parcels, 
Viz. in the whole 42 C. of Leather and 40 C. 
of Tin. | 

From whence he argues, That it was not 
«« worth the while of our Ships to go to Mar- 
« feilles with ſuch inconſiderable Parcels, and 
therefore it ought to be preſumed they were 
to deliver there a very great Part of their 
« Cargoecs, though entered out for the Streigbis 
« and other Places; and conſequently that 
« vaſt Quantities of our Woollen Manufac- 
« tures, as well as other Goods, were go 
be e 
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te ed and fold at Marſeilles, and from thence 
&« (diſtributed and ſold to other Parts of France. 
By this fine Argument he thinks he has very 
ſafely lodged our Goods at Marſeilles, and, 
with a kind of Triumph, he bids his Adverſa- 
ries get them thence if they are able. Tho' 
Marſeilles is a free Port where no Cuſtoms at 
all are paid, yet he thinks the can ſpend but a 
very ſmall Part of the Goods we deliver there; 
they muſt either be conſumed in other Parts of 
France where they pay exceſſive Cuſtoms, or 
| re-exported to. other Countries, And if the 
French can afford to conſume our Goods with 
the preſent Burden of Cuſtoms, he thinks it a 
Demonſtration that they have few or noWool- 
len Manufactures ; but if they are obliged to 
re-export our Woollen Manufactures, then he 
is very ſure they have none of their own which 
can contend or vye with ours in any foreign 
Markets. 

I have ſhewn already that our Ships in time 
of Peace ſet out for the Streights with a very 
[mall Part of their Loading, (every Merchant 
upon the Exchange will tell the Mercator this) 
and therefore for very inconſtderable Freight 
they will touch at ſeveral Ports to mend their 
Freight, by taking in Goods from one Port 
to another; and conſequently the few Entries 
tor Marſeilles are no Argument at all that any 
more Goods are delivered there than entered. 
| for that Place, . | 
& LT have ſhewn too in the ſecond Place, that 
of all the Goods entered for the Streights, ſo 
great a Part was always carried to the 2 
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of Spain, Itah, and Sicily, that the Share leſt 
for Marſeilles could amount to but a Trifle. - the 

To which, thirdly, may be added, That ing 
the Cuſtoms on our Goods are eaſier in every | 
other Country of the Streights than they are in * 


France; and therefore it is but a natural Pre. 6 
ſumption, that few or none of our Entries for « 
the Streights are intended for Mar ſcilles, c 
But fourthly, How can the Mercator tell his WR «© 
Readers, that he has lodged vaſt Quantities of 4 ( 
our Woollen Manufactures, and other Goods « x 
and Merchandizes at Marſeilles, when his « | 
whole Entries for that Port are ſuch a "Trifle? « ( 
and amongſt them not a Yard,not an Ounce of 6 
Woollen Manufactures ! far feilles is a free « | 
Port, and yet receives none of our Woollen 4 8 
Manufactures! Tis wonderful likely then that 661 
vaſt Quantities of them are conſumed in France « n 
under the preſent intolerable Burden of high « t 
Duties! We are wonderful likely to contend « ir 
with their Woollen Manufactures in other «A 
Parts of France under the preſent high Duties, « th 
or thoſe grievous ones of the late Treaty, when Wt © ec 
we are not now, even now, able to contend „ 
with them at Marſcilles, which is a free Port, « fr 
and where we cannot be made more eaſy by W 
our late Treaty than we are already has t 
But laſtly, If the Mercator were able to been 
produce any Proof, or the leaſt Preſumption, BM not 
that any of our Woollen Manufactures are tures 


landed at Marſeilles, (which he is not able ts 
do) I muſt inſiſt on it that they are only landed 
there in order to be re-exported to other Coun- 
tries, where they are as much, and perhaps 
more, favoured than thoſe of France. 
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A Gentleman, who very well underſtands A Mecoune 
the Trade of Marſeilles, gave me the follow- 7 Trace 
ing Account of this Matter, ies. 

« The Mercator, ſays he, pretends in very 
« many of his Papers, that all the Merchan- 

« dizes that go from London to Marſeilles are 
&« to be ſold in France, which is falſe. 

« For there is a Tranſit from Marſeilles to 
Geneva belonging to the Meſſieurs Fatio and 
« Company of the ſaid Place; and they are 
« permitted to paſs them throꝰ France up the 
“ Rhoſne near Geneva, by giving Security to 
« do this, and without paying any Cuſtoms, 

„ Thus all heavy Merchandizes that are 
« loaded here for Geneva, Switzerland, Alſace, 

« Swabia, &c. go this way, ſuch as Tin, 
Lead, Pepper, Sugar, &c. and *tis cheaper 
« much in reſpect of Freight, than to ſend 


h « them by the way of Holland or Hamburgh 
d « ina time of Peace, when the Freight and 
T © Aſſurances are very cheap; and I believe 
þ &« that nine Tenths of the Merchandizes that 
ngo to Marſeilles make no Stay at all in 
d France, nor are ſold there, but are paſs'd 


from thence by the aforeſaid Tranſit.“ 
What an inconſiderable Quantity of Goods 
bas the Mercator himſelf ſhown us to have 
been entred for Marſeilles? and among them 
| not one fingle Parcel of Woollen Manufac- 
tres? But if ten times as great a Value had 
deen delivered there, and all of Woollen Ma- 
nufactures, yet, according to this Gentleman, 
nine Tenth Parts are re-exported ; fo that *tis 
but a Trifle that is conſumed in France, and 
vichout doubt nothing that is not abſolutely 


neceſſary 
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neceſſary for that People: and in every ſuch Wi «: 1 
Caſe it is the Policy of that Prince to diſpenſe Wi « | 
with his own Prohibitions. « x 

It is the Cuſtom of France to diſpenſe with 66 ( 
her Prohibitions for the Good of the People, Ti 
Eaft-India Manufactures, and many other Wi « 
Goods, are under Prohibitions, which are not 79 
provided againſt by the late Treaty ; and yet 
we ſee that ſome Parcels of ſuch Goods are 
ſent every Day to France. The Execution of 
his Prohibiting Edicts ſeems to be conniv'd 2 
or ſuſpended for a time, as a Shooing-Horn t 
the Bill of Commerce, and to gain an eaſy Ad. 


miſſion here of his Wines, his Linens, his Pr. N 
per, his wrought Silks, to the utter Ruin d con! 
very many of our Manufactures. Perhaps not WW mor 
only our Eaſt-India, but ſome ſmall Parcels of WW peal 
our Woollen Manufactures may be able to get WW witt 
into France under ſuch Diſpenſations, without Cou 
paying any Cuſtoms, and for the very fame WWF muc 
Reaſon. But when his Point is once gained, that 
and the Treaty is made effectual, France wil I Dog 
have no Ballance to pay to England; ſhe ui the 
be very ſtrict in the Execution of all her E who 
dicts that are not repealed by the late Treat) Shar 
we ſhall not ſend ſo many of our Goods ti. Eng 
ther as we do now, while infinite Sums fhal to t 
go every Day out of England to pay the M . 
nufacturers of that Kingdom, which are now Was 
paid to our-own Poor, and keep them from of / 


coming upon the Pariſh, 

But let what will happen, the Mercator af 
fures us, That our Woollen Manufa&turs 
cc muſt be ſtill ſafe ; tho? a Perſecution ſhould 


c happen to break in upon us, and drive f 
3 _ 
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% way our People, drive away the very Ar- 
« tiſts that are employed in our Woollen Ma- 
« nufacture, yet they cannot ſet it up in any 
{© other Country. All other Countries want 
« the neceſſary Material; they want the 
« Wool, and let us but effectually ſecure and 
keep our Wool at home, all other Nations 
e muſt buy from us, our Artiſts may be forc'd 
„ away: but if they cannot carry our Wool 
along with them, we are in no danger of 
„ loſing our Woollen Manufactures.“ This 
is the Doctrine of the laſt Mercator, Number 
102. 

No Wool in any other Country | I muſt 
confeſs I thought I never ſhould have heard 
more of this Subject, after I had ſo often ap- 
pealed to the Gentlemen, both within and 
without Doors, who have travelled into other 
Countries, that they eat Mutton abroad as 
much and as good as they do in England, and 
that their Sheep there wear Fleeces, and not 
Dog's Hair; after I had appealed ſo often to 
the Teſtimony of our Woollen Manufacturers, 
who every Day give a much greater Price for 
*paniſh Wool than the very beſt that grows in 
England; after J had appealed more than once 
to the Teſtimony of the famous Monſ. De 
IFit, for the vaſt Value of Woollen Yarn that 
was annually ſpun in Picardy, a ſingle Province 
of France, and fold to the Hollanders; after I 
bad ſhewn the Commencement, Progreſs and 
ducceſs of the Woollen Manufacture in Portu- 
gal with her own Wool, before it was knock'd 
on the Head by Mr. Moethuen's Treaty with 
that Kingdom; after I had produced fo _y 


French 
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French Edits againſt the Exportation of Woch, co 
and for Encouragement of the Woollen Ma- the 
nufacture; after I had produced the Teſtimony len 
of the famous Mr. Mun, printed and licenſed 

by a Secretary of State in the Reign of King or 
Charles II. THAT OTHER NATIONS no 
NEITHER WANT ART NOR MATE- 

RIALS FOR THIS PERFORMANCE: to 


After all theſe Evidences, and without the leaſt . Ca 
Anſwer given to any one of them, to be {till th 
peſter d with the Want of Wool in other of 
Countries, ſhews THE MIRACULOUS lar 
CONFIDENCE OF THE MERCATOR. Sp, 

Certainly, the Woollen Manufacture is not the 
ſo new a thing, nor ſo confin'd to England. | M 
do not know any Evidence of the _Engiiþ in 
Woollen Manufacture in the Days of T:berius ter 
Cæſar; yet Strabo, who lived at that time, 
when he ſpeaks of Turtedania (which at moſt Co 
is but a Part of Portugal) and her Traffic, ane 
fays, That frequens inde primum veſtis ventebat, All 

nunc vero Coraxorum amplius Lanificium excelln- dif 
tiſſime pulchritudinis, unde admiſſarii arietas ti. Pr] 
lento emantur. Cloths, fays he, were hereto at 
fore the Exports of that Country, but now 1 thi 
more noble Woollen Manufacture of moſt ex bet 
cellent Beauty, ſuch as that of the Corum, lift 


whence Rams are bought for Breed at tie 
Price of a Talent. A Talent, above an 1000 
of our Money; the Price of a ſingle Ram t 
propagate this fine Woollen Manufacture 
ſurely this was very fine. The Corax: were 1 
People in Afia ; and was their Woollen Me 
nufacture ſo very fine, that Strabo could nit 
better commend that of Portugal, than V 

Company 


vm» T 
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comparing it with that of the Coraxi? And yet 
the Mercator will tell us that there is noWool- 
len ManufaCture but in England. 

This Man has engaged me whether I will 
or no to read Books and Papers, that give me 
no other Pleaſure but that of confuting him. 

It was very lately that I was forc'd by him 
to look into a Spaniſh Book of Cuſtoms paid in 
Caſtile on foreign Goods; there I found that 
the Cuſtoms were the very ſame on the Bays 
of Barcelana, as thoſe that are made in Eng- 
land. How | Barcelona able to ſell her Bays in 
Spain under as heavy a Load of Duties as thoſe 
that are made in England; yet, no doubt, the 
Mercator will fay, that Bays cannot be made 
in any Part of the World, except in Colche/- 


ter 


Courant for the 7th of November in my Hand, 


and there I ſee the Wool of Caftile, Arragon, Mfarſeilles, 


Albaraſin, Barbary and Conſtantinople, all of 
different Prices, and the very loweſt above the 
Price of Engliſh Wool, but no Engliſh Wool 
at all in that Price Courant; yet, no doubt, 
this Man will tell us, that Engliſb Wool is the 
beſt and deareſt in the World, tho' every Eng- 
ib Woollen Manufacturer will tell him the 
quite contrary. 

The Mercator will tell us, as he does in his 
Paper, that our Engli/h Sheep and Wool de- 
generate when they are tranſported into other 
Countries, as he does that our Engliſb Horſes 
loſe their Mettle, tho? every Jockey in New- 
market can tell him what Prices are given in 
Ergland for an Arab or a Turk; how much 

more. 


I have this very Moment a Marſeilles Price Several 
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more then was given for an Engliſh Stallion: 
but, it ſeems Sheep, and Horſes, and Cocks, 
and Bull-Dogs, are all peculiar to the Soil of 
England. 

Dr. Davenant, the Inſpector-General, in his 
Treatiſe, that foreign Trade is beneficial to 
England, fol. 66. was of another Opinion as 
to Wool. The Exportation, ſays he, of aur 
own Product is indeed the Foundation of ali our 
Trade, but *tis ſubjeft to many Accidents ; other 
Countries may ſet up the Manufactures which tue 
excel in AT PRESENT ; and the” not by the 
Goodneſs, yet by a low Price, beat us down in 


the Markets abroad. The Mercator now, if he 


pleaſes, may number the /n/þe&or-General a- 
mong thoſe that are for diſparaging the Manu- 
factures of their native Country. 

This Man would perſuade us, that our Wool 
is ſufficient to preſerve to us the Woollen Ma- 
nufacture, tho* a Perſecution ſhould drive the 
Manufacturers out of England; ſo that it ſeems 
they are of no uſe, our Wool muſt comb, and 
card, and ſpin, and weave, and full, and dreſs 
itſelf. Hands are of no uſe in this matter. 

Yet the Mercator, innocent Man, does not 
ſay this to promote a Perſecution, God forbid ! 
then why did he fay it at this time ? He knows 
very well, that the Spirit of a perſecuting Par- 
ty is at this time ſo much inflam'd, that theJu- 
ſtice of the thing is not half ſo prevalent to lay 
this Spirit as the Intereſt of Perſons ; and that 
it is the Intereſt of all Perſons, the Landed as 
well as Manufacturing Perſons, to preſerve our 
Woollen Manufacture, to keep it to England, 


and not to ſhew it to other Nations. Why then 
are 
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are we told, eſpecially at this time, that the 
forcing away our Manufacturing People, is 
not forcing away our Manufacture? 

Since it is not in any Man's power to be- 
lieve as he pleaſes, every Man muſt be ſuffered 
to enjoy the Religion which he believes to be 
the beſt. 

Every Man is obliged in Conſcience to edu- 
cate his Children in the Way which he thinks 
the ſafeſt for himſelf, and therefore ought to 
chuſe for them ſuch Maſters or Teachers as he 
thinks beſt qualify'd to educate them in his own 
Religion. 

To force any Man by Penalties to embrace 
a Religion which he does not think the beſt, to 
force his Children from him, or to deprive him 
of the Means of educating them in his own 
Religion, or to diſable the Teachers whom the 
Father has choſen for them, is Perſecution. 

It is natural for Men that are perſecuted in 
one Country, to fly nto another where they 
can be free, 

Such as diſſent from the eſtabliſn'd Church, 
are, as I ſaid before, generally ſpeaking, Me- 
chanicks and Manufacturers. 

And as their Arts and Manufactures are their 
dubſiſtence, it muſt be expected they will carry 
them along with them. © 

And J have alſo ſaid enough to ſhow, that 
the Materials for the Woollen Manufacture are 
in other Countries, that they want nothing but 
| Artiſts, and that a Perſecution in England is 
the ready way to ſupply their only Want. 

Every landed Perſon in England thinks it his 
Intereſt to preſerve our Woollen * 

an 


| Intereſt than of Juſtice. 
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and to keep the Knowledge of it as much az Ml « 


poſſible from other Nations. cc 


For this Reaſon I had urg'd, that Perſecution WM «« 
muſt naturally drive away our People, and in- 
ſtruct foreign Nations in our Manufactures, 
becauſe I believed many Gentlemen wou 
more eaſily be convinced by Arguments of 


The Mercator did not ſeem to be offended; 
a few Days ago he wiſhed me God ſpeed with 
my Argument ; he was mightily againſt Perſe 
cution. 

And now all on a ſudden, when ſo many 
Men are in haſte for it, he {till declares againſt 
Perſecution, but ſays it cannot poſſibly hurt our 
Woollen Manufacture; that is, he tells then 
they ſhould not perſecute, but that it would 
not hurt them if they ſhould. Gentlemen ate 
likely to be convinced by ſuch Arguments. 


A Letter from a Clothier, wherein the Fal 
of the Price of Wool and Woollen Good 
35 conſidered, 
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51.3, 1 
« HE Mercator has frequently {ail 
66 That the Fall in Price of our 
c“ and H/cellen Goods is owing to the rejeciiy 
ce the Bill of Commerce; the cirect contiaſ 
« of which is true, viz. That it is owing U 
« the rejecting of that Bill, that they are 
«© high as they are at preſent ; and had 
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e Bill paſſed into a Law, they muſt inevita- 
« bly long before this time have been much 
« lower. Such a Law muſt have leflened 
« our Exportation of our Woollen Manufac- 
« ture to Portagal, Italy, Germany, &c. in 
« proportion to our Demand from them. 
« Our Demand from thoſe Countries muſt 
% have decreaſed by our Importations of 
« Goods from France ; our Importations from 
« France muſt have increaſed by our reducing 
« the Duties on them to an Equality with 
« thoſe of the Nations the molt favoured : So 
« that with the Demand of our Woollen Ma- 
e nufactures in thoſe Nations, the Price both 
te of our Woollen Manufactures muſt have 
« decreaſed, unleſs our Treaty were the 
« Way to open to us as good a Mar- 
« ket from them in France, as it muſt neceſ- 
&« farily have taken from us in other Coun- 
ce tries. 

„ This we had no Reaſon to promiſe our- 
« ſelves by the aforementioned Treaty, ſeeing 
that upon the Foot of the Tarift of 1699 
« for ſuch of the Woollen Manufactures as 
« are expreſly tyed down by the Treaty to pay 
„by the Tariff, and for ſuch other Woollen 
Goods, as the Mercator and his Friends pre- 
tend are to pay by the Tariff of 1664, the 
„Duties are ſo extravagant (whereof you 
* have given a particular Account) that it is 
* beyond Contradiction we could have gained 
* no new Market in France to compenſate for 
the old one we ſhould have loſt in other 
Countries; the Conſequence whereof muſt 
be, that the Demand for Exportation being 

thereby 
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<< thereby leſſened, the Price muſt neceſſarily Wi «| 

© fink in proportion. T% 

— c I will allow, that upon the Ceſſation of IM « , 
Sha 't, Arms between us and France, and on the il « ; 
Ceſation of **- poſitive Aſſertions that were then made, W « þ 
Ams. &« how advantageous the Treaty of Com- « ; 
cc merce to be ſettled between the two King - 

& doms would be to our Trade; a mighty i « v 

« Expectation was raiſed here, that we ſhoull t 

© have the moſt flouriſhing Trade imag- t! 

„ nable, and with very good Reaſon : for Wi © e: 

% who could expect, that any thing very 2. © o 

&« yantageous for the Commerce of Fran: Wi © li, 

„ ſhould be inſiſted on by a conquered EM v 

c nemy, whoſe Intereſt it was to court Ut 

“ or on the other hand, that any thing hig fr. 

<< prejudicial to our Trade ſhould be yieldedu © be 

&« a Treaty with France, when we could han co 

& impoſed on her what Terms we had pleaſel © of 

«© Therefore the Mercator may be in the ft wi 

e in ſaying, That the Price of our Go for 

cc was raiſed, when the News was ſpread “ wii 

„bout the Kingdom that the French Tra 15. 

* would be opened; and yet his Conclul"WQ** the 

« from thence (viz. That the Fall ther“ of 

« was occaſioned by rejecting the eighth ww © | 

« ninth Articles) very falſe: for every on: me: 

« muſt remember, that before the Treaty dig rou 
„Commerce was printed, it was IND thei 

«© TRIOUSLY ſpread thro' the Nation h for 

% great Advantages were obtained for e the 

« Trade of England, and particularly mu ſettl 
Care had been taken that all the Probi pole 


ens and high Duties laid on the Woollen- ; Art 
nufactures in Frauce ſhould be taken off * ouſ] 
6«« ih 
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te this with ſuch Aſſurance, and from Perſons 
« who, 'twas thought, might be depended 
« upon, that the People generally beheved it, 
and were not only induced publickly to ex- 
« preſs their Satisfaction with what they knew 
« nothing of, but did really think that what 
« Woollen Manufactures they had by them 
« would ſoon find a very great Vent, and | 
« thereupon immediately heighten the Prices l 
« thereof, as alſo that of Wool, as well in 1 
« expectation of finding what they were told | 
i of the French Trade true, as upon the Be- | I! 
(| 


lief they had that the Treaty of Commerce | 
« with Spain would ſoon be ſigned ; in which 1 
« *twas hoped they had Reaſon to believe, 

e from the Neceſſity that Monarch ſeemed to | 
« be in of our Aſſiſtance, that no Article Wn 
could poſſibly be propoſed to him in favour N [ 
« of our Commerce but what would meet | 
„ with his ready Compliance, and that there- 10 
fore our Trade muſt at leaſt be as beneficial [ 
{© with that Kingdom as it had formerly been, 
* notwithflanding that Monarchy was now in 
the Hands of a PRINCE of the HOUSE 
« of BUURBON. 


* But no ſooner was the Treaty of Com- OP 


| 
; | 1 
* . : undeceiy'd 1 
ore merce with France made publick, and tho- as ſven as it. | 
y roughly conſidered, but they quickly found Treaty | | | 
| 


of Commerce 


s x f | 
Ui cheir Miſtake with relation to that Trade: appear d in | 


bau for in that Treaty, they plainly found that Prize, 
t che Duties on ſome Woollen Goods were | 
tu ſettled according to the exceſſive Rates im- 1 
141 poſed by the Tariff of 1699 ; and that the | | 
nM Articles and Specifications were ſo ambigu- 1 
u cully worded, as to put it very much in . 
or. I. Q % doubt i} 
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c doubt whether the reſt were to be admitted 
ce at all, or after what manner they were to 
cc pay. | 

— They alſo found to their Coſt in a little 

with Spain. time, by ſome Goods ſent to Cadiz, that 
«© the Expectation they had conceived of a 
<« vaſt Trade to Spain, was groundleſs ; that 
<< the Faſhions in that Country were extremely 
altered, ſince that Monarchy had been un- 
c der the Influence of French Councils; that 
cc the little Demand for our Goods in Spain 
<< proceeded-from the Alterations in their Ap- 
<« parel to the French Modes and Manufac- 
„% tures; and the Treaty of Commerce with 
« that Crown, ſince publiſhed; has ſhewn u 
« we are in no wiſe to depend on any con: 


« derable Trade thither. 6 

% When therefore, upon a due Examin- « 
« tion of the Treaty of Commerce witl &« 
« France, it was found impracticable, upon 4 


<«« the Foot of that Treaty's being render « , 

c effectual, to ſend any great Lnantities d « þ 

« Woollen Goods thither, by reaſon of te « | 

* exceflive high Duties that would ſtill rem « 

„ to be paid by the Tariffs of 1664 and 10669 « ] 

P'fratint, „ as alſo by their being expreſly ſubjected H t 

and Reaſen the ſecond Specification to VISITATION «I 

ef them, ( in France, whereby they might be con «« | 

«cated upon the ſigbteſi Pretences in i « y 

« world, if they were found either in Lengt) T 

% Breadth, Weight, Fineneſs, or any ot! e fe 

« way different from the like ſorts my « fa 

there: For thoſe Rules of YV:i/itations cou „ n 

<< be inſiſted on by France for no other Int" t 

66 but to have a Handle to plague us, and t0 «P 
prevent our Importations. « N 
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© So that upon theſe Conſiderations, it was 
« not poſſible but that the Price of Wool, and 
« of the Manufactures made thereof, muſt a- 
cc gain fall as faſt as it roſe; and that what was 
cc raiſed purely upon the Force of Expectation, 
« and without any ſolid Ground, muſt fink 
« again when that ill- grounded Riſe came to 
ebe perceived. | 
But the Caſe was far otherwiſe after the A Trench 
« Peace of Reſwick; for tho* we ſent but |; „l be 
« few Woollen,Goods to France during that encourage 
« Peace, as Dr. Davenant informs us, yet an 85 2 
« AUSTRIAN PRINCE being then upon Auſtr ian 
« the Throne of Spain, who was more deſi- Prince. 
&« rous of encouraging our Trade than that of 
« France; and the Demand for our Woollen 
« Goods was then ſo great in Spain, the War, 
„ which had raiſed Freights and Premiums of 
© Inſurance to a moſt extravagant Height, be- 
ing ended, what was ſaved on thoſe two 
* Accounts came to be added to the Price of 
the Manufactures, which gradually advanced 
by that continued Demand, whereof I will 
{ give an Inſtance in the Article of Colcheſter Colchester 
„ Bays, which, at the time of the making of Bui ref: 
{© the Refwick Peace, were at about 17 d. per , 9 * 
Ell, but roſe to about 23 d. and 23 d. 4 per Treaty of 
* Ell; and continued about that Price till a ſtop Re wick. 
* was put to our Trade thither. 
„Another Reaſon that may be aſſigned 
for the ſudden Fall of the Woollen Manu- 
„ factures, from the Prices to which the Ma- 
* nufacturers and Dealers therein had raiſed 
* them upon the Proſpect of the Utrecht 


Peace, is, That moſt of our Merchants ne- 
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vwiſhed that our Treaty of Commerce with 
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ver knew what the Duties that were to he 
paid in France by the Tariff ſaid to be gran- 
ted us, and which they were told was ſo 
advantageous for our Woollen Manufac- 
tures, would amount to : but when they 
found what Duties would be payable, ſup- 
poſing the Treaty took effect, and that they 
were tantamount to a Prohibition ; and 
that, unleſs they would run the hazard of 
getting them clandeſtinely imported into 
France, their Correſpondents could give 
them no manner of Encouragement to ſend 
any thither, they then plainly ſaw that it 
was impoſſible to anſwer the Expectation of 
the Manufacturers here. 

«« This being the Caſe of our Woollen Ma- 


nufactures in reſpect to France, it were to be 


Spain would befriend them more than that 
with France; but you have ſhewn that no 
good can be expected from it as it is, but that 
we are ſaddled with much higher Duties 
than ever we paid before in that Country, 
But beſides, the Mode in Spain is fo much 
altered, and the Faſhion of wearing Bays, 
and other Engliſh Woollen Goods, ſo very 
much changed into that of French Druggets 
and fine Stuffs ; and thoſe that will not alter 
their Manner, being furniſhed by tie way 
of Alicant, and other Ports of Spain in the 
Mediterranean, with Bays and Perpetua- 
nas, &c. from Caſtres, and other Places 
in the Province of Languedoc, which is ve- 

near them; and fince there are ſuch o- 


ther Diſcouragements to our Woollen Ma- 
c nufactures 
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« gnufactures both in France and Spain, it 
« plainly appears that it is wholly owing to the 
« Trade we have PRESERVED with other 
« Nations, that our Woollen Goods are not 
« reduced a great deal lower than they are; 
« and that nothing but keeping the Trade to and 
« from France upon the preſent Foot of high 
„Duties, the preventing the clandeſtine Tranſ- 
& portation of our Wal, and the obtaining an 


« Alteration of ſeveral Things in our Treaty of 
« Commerce with Spain, can prevent the total - 


« Ruin of the Moollen Manufafures in thi; 
« Kingdom. 


A plain Demonſtration that the Moollen Ma- 
nufafture is of the greateſt Importance to 
Great Britain; that tho? we have the moſt 
uſeful Wool, other Nations have their Ma- 
nufattures : That the French puſh hard to 
ſecure this Manufafture, by their Conduct 
at home and by the Wool they import from o- 
ther Countries: That France is become our 
greateſt Rival, and that the Goodneſs of our 
Manufafures cannot prevent the Sale of the 
French. 

The unhappy Conſequences of the Increaſe of tho 
French Apr and of Ys, Fears * 4 re- 
diving the Bill of Commerce. 

Our new Projefts have encouraged the French 
Defigns ; and the beſt Method to ftint their 
Moollen Manufacture, is to encourage our 
own Exportation, and to prevent the Running 
ef our Wool. With a further Defence of 

WW. 2 the 
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the old Scheme from the Report of the Lords 1 


Commiſſioners of Trade in 1697. | C 
pl; 
O preſerve and encourage the Conſump- 
tion of our Woollen Manufactures both or 
at home and abroad, is the common Concern at 


of every Man that delights in the Welfare and th 
; Proſperity of his Country. | 

"Theſe have been the Foundation of our ſo- 
reign Commerce, and the chief procuring 
Cauſe of our Riches. 

It is therefore of the greateſt Conſequence to 
this Kingdom firmly to ſupport the profitable 
Trade that is carried on by the Exportation 
thereof, and to be very jealous of thoſe Nati- 
ons whoſe Thoughts are bent upon ſupplanting 
us of this mighty Benefit. | 

Tis true indeed, Providence has furniſhed 
us with better and more uſeful Wool than 
moſt of our Neighbours, and our Induſtry has 
brought our Manufactures to the greateſt Per- 
tection, 

But can theſe be ſaid to be ſecured to us, 
whilſt (as I have formerly mentioned) we 


know that other Nations neither want Art mr | tai, 
Materials for this Performance? Ss an 
Is it not certain that the Venetians have ſtill 2 the 


noble Manufacture of Cloth, with which /ta) Pla 
and Turkey were formerly ſupply'd in abur Ye 
dance ? a 

Did not the Jews and Greeks at Salzni, 
and in the Country thereabouts, 70 Yea 
paſt, ſet up a Manufacture of coarſe Won 
Cloth, which entirely beat out our Ke 


then vended in great Quantities in Turkey, 4 R 
Which 
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l which has ever ſince proved prejudicial to the 
Conſumption of our ordinary Cloth in that Em- 
ire? 

. ; Nay, have not the Turks of late Years, up- 
on the Encouragement of two Viziers, twico 

n attempted this Manufacture? And tho' under 

d their Conduct Manufactures can never flouriſh, 
yet they made ſeveral Cloths, which were e- 

- ſteemed of equal Value with ours, from 6 to 


9 8 J. per Cloth white. 
In 1665 was it not notorious that Thomas And in the 


to Tilbam of Warwickſhire prevailed with upwards Pirates 
le of 2000 Men in this Kingdom to ſettle in the 
on Palatinate, where they eſtabliſh'd a Woollen 
tl Manufacture, which was greatly encouraged 


ng by that Eleftor ? And after they were fixed, 
was not that Colony joined by Step of Here- 
ed fordſhire, and many others ? 
an And in S:l:;fia and Peland have they not their | 1 
has Woollen Manufacture? and did they not at- 
tempt but two or three Years paſt to ſupply the 


Czar with Woollen Cloth for the Uſe of his 
Army ? X 


tained our Manufacturers who fled thither ; 
and to encourage them, and others to follow 
their Example ſettled them at Leyden and other 
Places Rent-free and Exciſe-free for ſeveral 
Years ? : | 

By theſe and many other Inſtances already 
produced, *tis evident that there is ſcarce any 
Country in Europe without a Woollen Manu- 
facture. | 

But never did any Nation PUSH SO VE- 
RY FURIOUSLY to extend their Traffick 


Q 4 in 


Beſides, how often have the Dutch enter- 1» Leyden. 


: 
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_ French in theſe Manufactures, as France has done ſince U 
ave Fuſed the Concluſion of the preſent Peace. * 


on their 


Manufec- The Mercator will and may flurt at this Af- 


— "4 ſertion as often as he pleaſes ; but I am well aſ- ? 
7 — ſured none that are acquainted with their Trade o 
can deny the Facts. 
However, ſince he has only crude Notions th 
of the French Trade, and poſſibly is not ac- 8 
quainted with the Methods they take to ſupply 
themſelves with WOOL from ſeveral other of 
Countries beſides Great Britain and Ireland, I * 
will endeavour to ſet him to rights in the fol- Py 
lowing Particulars. bel 
How ra And in the firſt Place I will tell him, That het 
147,24 France has abundance of Wool of its own | 
Growth, which always ſerved for many ordi- W. 
nary Manufactures. ing 
That of late Vers, by the Encouragement wh 
they have given to foreign Manufactures, they to! 
have learned to make the nigſt of this and all in 
their Wool. to 
And that the French King, ſome Vears paſt, con 
cauſed great Part of his Kingdom to be ſur- _ 
vey'd, and thoſe waſte Grounds which were Ma: 
found proper for the Improvement of Wool, res 
were turned into Sheep-Walks, whereby they ſup; 
now reap no ſmall Advantage. B 
To theſe I ſhall add the great Supplies they of ti 
import from many Foreign Parts. 
From Turkey they bring vaſt Quantities of . Tha 
the middling and ordinary Sorts of Wool ; nit 


and having lately engroſſed all they could pro- 
cure in thoſe Parts, they have this Year ad- 
vanced the Price thereof 150 per Cent. 
From the Gulph of Volo, and the _ 
ere · 
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thereabouts in Greece, they conſtantly import 
ſeveral ſorts of Wool equal to ours from 7 to 
9 J. per Pack. | 

They have alſo large Parcels of the inferior 
ſorts from divers Places in Barbary. 

The Portugal Wool is now ſhared between 
them and the Dutch, the beſt whereof will 
make Cloth of 6 and 7 5. per Yard. 

And from Bilboa it's adviſed, under the 27th 
of April laſt, that in eight Months before that 
time, the French had ſent out of Spain into 
France 24000 Bags of Wool of all forts; and 
beſides, they had contracted for moſt of the 
beſt Piles of the new-ſhorn Wool. 

In this manner France is become a Staple for 
Wool, and he Woollen Manufacturers work- 
ing for one half or two thirds of the Wages 
which we pay to ours, they are thereby enabled 
to ſell their Manufactures exceeding cheap, and 
in great Quanties, at all the foreign Markets, 
to which we both trade ; and therefore I ſhall 
conclude, that ſhe is become the greateſt Rival 
we ever yet contended with in the Woollen 
Manufacture, and that the utmoſt Care and 
createſt Application is abſolutely neceſſary to 
ſupport this National Manufacture. 

But that my Readers may the better judge 
of the Importance thereof, I ſhall add, 

1 
That we are told by ſeveral inge- 
nious Authors, the Value of the 


Wool ſhorn in England, amounts 
annually to — 2,000,000 o o 


Puted at — — 6,000,000 o © 
Total 8,000,000 O O 


Qs And 
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And that in 1699, as was obſerved before, 
our exported Woollen Manufactures amounted 
to 2,932,292 J. 17 s. 6d. 

Theſe are all Arguments which prove the 
neceſſity we are under of ſecuring this invalus- 
ble Treaſure, and of removing every Clog that 
reſtrains our Exportation, or the Conſumption 
of thoſe foreign Commodities which we im- 
port in return for our Woollen Goods. 

If the French can work up the Wool they 
are now poſſeſs'd of, which they certainly can 
and will do, the Merchants who trade in our 
Woollen Goods to Holland, Portugal, Spain, 
Italy, and Turkey, muſt undoubtedly ſoon fee 
the continued ill Effects of their interfering 


with us in thoſe foreign Markets. 


And it will be in vain to flatter ourſelves, that 


the Goodneſs of our Manufactures will prevent 


the Sale of theirs : This was fully anſwered by 
one of my Correſpondents already, but for a fur- 
ther Confutation of this idle Conceit, I ſhall 
produce the Opinion of Sir Jaſiab Child in hs 
Diſcourſe of Trade, fol. 148. 

« All our Laws that oblige our People to the 
c making of ſtrong, ſubſtantial, (and, as we cal 
it, loyal) Cloth, if they were duly put in ex 
© ecution, would do more hurt than good, be- 
© cauſe the Humours and Faſhions of the Word 
«© change; and at ſome Times and ſome Places, 
£« (as now in moſt) ſlight, cheap, light Cloth 
c will ſell more plentifully and better, than 
that which is heavier, ſtronger, and truer 
«© wrought: And if we intend to have the 
«© Trade of the World, we muſt imitate the 


« Dutch, who make the worſt as well as the 
66 heſt 
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te beſt of all Manufactures, that we may be 
« in a Capacity of ſerving all Markets and all 
« Humours.” Which is likewiſe too often 
confirmed by the Experience of all Traders. 

But the unhappy Conſequences already occa- 
fioned by the Increaſe of the French Trade, 
are manifeſtly proved beyond all Contradic- 
tion; 

Fir/t, By the Fall of our Manufactures in all 
foreign Parts: and, 

Secondly, By the Complaints of our honeſt 
and uſeful Clothiers, That their Woollen 
Cloths (made of Engliſb Wool) from 7 to g /. 
per Cloth and upwards, lie now hardly vendi- 
ble. | 

Theſe are undoubted Evidences that our 
Trade is cramp'd both abroad and at home, by 
the French Woollen Manufactures, which ſome 
are ignorant of, and others ridicule, 

And the Influences, which have been occa- 
toned by the Apprehenſion of the Revival of 
the Bill of Commerce, are equally fatal. 

Since our Neavers, who lately boaſted that 
they had made to the Value of 300,0007. an- 
nually in black Silks, are very juſtly lamenting, 
that that Manufacture is ſunk in twelve Months 
paſt to leſs than half of that Sum. 

How is it then poſſible, that thoſe who have 
1 juſt Regard for Trade can be unconcerned, 
wilt it thus Janguiſhed, and whilſt we are thus 
r:valled, that our Eyes are not to be opened, 
until we feel what it is to want the Bleſſing we 
ve ſo long enjoyed? 

For many Years paſt, our foreign Commerce 
nas been fo happilly extended, that upon the 
late 
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late Peace, nothing was more to be dreaded 
than to divert its proſperous Courſe from thoſe 
Channels thro* which it paſſed, nor nothing 
more to be wiſh'd for than to preſerve and ſe- 
cure the Trades we enjoyed before the War: 


but for the future we muſt be content to 


chew upon the Mercator's Title, and ſtudy 
how to retrzeve a decaying Commerce. 

As long as we ſteadily purſued our Traffick 
to Germany, and other Parts, for Linens and 
Raw Linen Yarn, and to /taly and Turkey for 
Raw and Thrown Silk we enjoyed the greateſt 
Conſumption for our Woollen Manufactures 
that was ever known, as is very evident by the 
Increaſe of our Exports therein, from about 
900,000 l. in 1663 and 1669, to 2, 932, 2921 
x7 5s. 6 d. in 1699, as aforeſaid. 


I may then be allowed the Liberty to athrm, 


that the Encouragement which has been given 


to our Silk, Linen, and other Manufactures, 


has chiefly procured us this amazing Increaſe of 
TIO MILLIONS per Ann. in our Exporta- 
tions; whereas France never took from us, at 
a Medium of any three Vears, before their 
Woollen Manufacture was brought to Perfec- 
tion, 200,000 J. What then can we now ex- 
pect, when their unreaſonable and extravagant 
Duties, fixed and adjuſted by the preſent ' rea- 
ty, will be an abſolute Prohibition to the far 
Trader ? 

But ſince our new Projects have been on 
foot to make Great Britain a Market for French 
Manufactures, theſe have given Strength and 
Vigour to the ambitious Deſigns of the French 


and have put them upon enlarging their Trade 
to 
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| 

| 

| 
to all Countries ; and if once they were ſecure | 
of a Liberty to import their Linens,” Wrought | 
Silks, &c. hither, their Woollen Manufac- ll 
ture would be abſolutely eſtabliſhed, and ours if 
in proportion muſt decline. f 

Certainly therefore it's high time to look a- | 
bout us, to diſſipate thoſe Fears which have 
already cauſed ſuch violent Convulſions in our | 
home Trade, and ſtruck fo great a Damp on | 
our Manufactures, by removing all Jealouſy | 
of opening a free Trade with France, and by 
making the utmoſt Efforts poſſible to ſtint the 
Growth of the Woollen Manufacture in 
France, before it is arrived at too great a Mag- 
nitude, 

The only way to compaſs this, is, as I have 
already ſaid, to promote and encourage our 
Exportation to thoſe Countries that trade with 
us to our Advantage ; and alſo to exert our- 
ſelves vigorouſly in putting an entire Stop to 
the running of our Wool. In this Deſign I 
will cordially join Iſſue with the Mercator, and 
t heartily wiſh that properer Meaſures than I can 


I propoſe may be concerted, to reſtrain that per- 

- nicious and deſtructive Trade to our Country. 

However, I ſhall never believe we are really 

it nn earneſt to prevent this abominable Practice, 

1- until, 

ir Firſt, We are obliged to keep a general 13. Way ts 
ay nw of our Wool. prevent ex- 

"n econdly, That ſevere Penalties be inflicted %% 


< on thoſe who tranſgreſs the Laws. 

nd Thirdly, That ſuitable Encouragement be 
h, given to the Informers and Seizers. 

de Fourthly, That a very eaſy Method be af- 
to ſigned 
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ſigned to recover the Seizures and Forfeiture, 
without Coſt or Delay. And, 

Fifthly, That Men of Probity and Capacity, 
well vers'd in Trade, are intruſted with, and 
appointed to attend this important Affair, and 
to ſee that the Woollen Manufacture of Great | 
Britain receives no Prejudice. 

But I muſt remember that the Mercator hay- 1 
4. ing attack d the Vindication of the Old Scheme, i 
I am obliged once more to enter the Liſts with [ 
that Writer, who, without any regard to the 
Challenge he gave in his Paper No. 36. inſtead 
of examining whether it's right or wrong, or 
confuting any oneArgument which was brought 
to juſtify either the Scheme it ſelf, or the Va. 
luation of the Particulars, runs a tilt at the 
whole, and, with his uſual Ingenuity and In- 
tegrity, aſſerts, No. 165. That, 

We have the Aſſurance to publiſh again this 
Scheme, without taking one Step to prove its St- 
lidity, without making any Amendments to it 
where we know it to be deficient, and without 
making any Defence for it againſt thoſe juſt Ub 
jections which have been made, whereby it has 
been proved to be a ſcandalous Forgery, and tit 
Names to it being upon good Grounds ſuppoſed u 
be forged alſo. 

This is a Charge fo apparently falſe, and ſo 
readily detected by every one who has had tie 
Curioſity examine that Account, that it is in- 
conceivable how the Mercator could thus indif 
creetly expoſe himſelf to the juſt Cenſure of all 
his Oppoſers ; were it not evident that this old 
Scheme roots out all his Arguments, contradics “ w 


all his Sophiſtry, and proves all his Notions “ 2 
relating 
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relating to the Opening of a free Trade with 


France to be as deceitful as abſurd ; and there- 
fore he is ſtill for the SHorteſt and the Modern 
Hay. | 
But ſince he is ſtill diſſatisfied with my Ar- | 
guments to make good the Old Scheme, with- | 
out anſwering any one, I ſhall give him one | 


—— — 


which he will never be able to anſwer, and that 
is from certain Extracts from the Report of the 
Lords Commiſſioners of Trade to his late Ma- 
jeſty, dated the 23d of December, 1697. 

« From France the Importations have gra- 
e qually encreaſed from Anno 1670 to the Be- 


ht e ginning of the late War, in Wines, Bran- 
2 « dies, Silks, Linen, and many Sorts of other 
he „ Goods; for tho* there was a Prohibition of 
n- * French Wine during ſome of thoſe Years, 
« yet it was brought in under other Names, 
his and in the ſame Years our Exportations thi- 
85 « ther have decreaſed. The firſt Computati- $ir George 


i eon that we find of that Trade ſtands in the nr 
out « Books we have in our Cuſtody, in a Report 2255 
05 made by Sir George Downing, then one of 
has « the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, to the 
' the Lords of the Privy-Council, then a Com- 
© mittee for Trade, dated the gth of March, 
“ 1675. where it is calculated, that in one 
« Year there were imported from France. 
J. 
«* As many Silks as amounted to go00000 The Quan- 
% Linens 500700 *ity of ſeve- 


a Commo- 


« Wines 11000 we computed 7 217000 dities im- 


c“ Brandies 4000 Tuns S together at ported from l\ 
dict “ which with Salt, Paper, Pruens, Vinegar, . 1 | 


and other Commodities, upon the firſt Coſt | 
( in 


Brandy im- 
ported in 
1685. 


And 1689. 


Vine and 
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in France, amounted in all to 113615010 
4 5. Sterling, beſides Points, Laces, and 
what was brought in privately. 
&« And that our Exports to France the 
ſame. Year amounted to but 171021 J. 65, 
8 d. t 
« And although we believe that the Linen | 
and Silks are over-valued in the ſaid Report, 
yet we ſuppoſe that the Goods then brought 
in privately (not there eſtimated) and the In- 
creaſe of the Importation of Wine and Bran- 
dy after that time, are equivalent to that our 
Valuation. 
% For by other Computations we are in- 
formed, that Anno 1685 the Wines impor- 
ted thence amounted to above 20000 T uns, 
and the Brandies 6000 Tuns; and by the 
Receipt of the Exciſe it appears, that in the 
Year, ending at Midſummer 1689, the Im- 
rts of Brandies amounted to 8,000 Tuns, 
of which we ſuppoſe very little came then 
from any Place but France; and we are in- 
formed, that the Wines that Year exceeded 
20, ooo Tuns. 
&« And the French King having, Anne 1654, 
1660, 1664, and 1667, encreaſed the Du- 
ties on our Woollen Goods, and on out 
Lead, Tin, Coals, Tobacco, Sugar, Filh, 
and other Commodities, which are uſually 
imported into his Dominions ; and alſo laid 
an Impoſition of 50 Sols Tournois per Tun 
on all Engliſb Ships, and reſtrained the Im- 
portation of Woollen Manufactures to his 
Ports of Calais and Diepe, and other Goods 
to ſome other inconvenient Ports: 4 
£C 
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« And in Anno 1686 laid great Duties on 


« all Eaft-India Goods, and reſtrained their 
« Importation alſo to ſelect Ports; and at the 
« fame time, and otherwiſe encouraging the 
« Conſumption of the Cloth, Stuffs, Silks, 
« and other Goods made by his own People ; 
« all which amounted to a Prohibition in ma- 
« ny Caſes in receiving Goods from England : 

« We are of Opinion, that we have been 
« over-ballanced in that Trade in moſt of the 
« ſaid Years about one Million per Annum. 

&© TO REMEDY the Inconveniences that 
« may be apprehended by a Trade with France, 
« being the Goods formerly imported from 
e thence did ſo much exceed our Exports, and 
« may again, if that Trade be laid open, and 
e this Nation ſhould run into the like fond 
“ Expence of Commodities from thence, be- 
e fore your Majeſty be aſſured of a Relaxa- 
« tion of the Edits there, and ſuch Freedom 
allowed to your Subjects as may afford a 
mutual Conveniency by the Conſumption 
of your Goods there; ſeeing the French 
„King did by ſeveral Edicts and Tariffs be- 
* fore the late War impoſe ſuch Duties and 
* Reſtraints upon many of the Goods uſually 
* exported hence, as amounted to a Prohibi- 
e bition ; and hath (as we are informed) ſince 
* the late Peace, by an Edict of the 19th of 
October laſt, in general Words referring to 
all Nations, confirmed the ſame with ſome 
* additional Severities, and expreſly prohibited 
the Importation of the moſt valuable Eajt- 
baia Goods; we humbly conceive that the 
buties and Impoſitions now charged on 


« French 
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C French Goods cannot be taken off, without 


« laying this Nation open to a great Diſad- « ] 
“ vantage by that Trade, till by a Treaty of « C 
% Commerce, Matters relating to Trade can 
cc be ſettled upon ſuch Conditions as may pre- yatic 
c vent the like Over-ballance for the future, Ext 

&« And whereas Trade depends on Sale and þ 
« Conſumption, and that nothing but a leſſen- the 
« ing of the Expence of French Goods can firm 
probably reduce that Trade; we humbly 7 
& propoſe, that the wearing and uſing of our of i. 
« home made Silks, Cloths, Stuffs, and other Line 
« uſeful Goods, may be encouraged by your Vin 
« Majeſty's Royal r and the Exam- as th 
« ple of your Court; and that the Manufac- WW who! 


« tures in this Kingdom of Luftrings and . Ster! 

« Jamodes, and of all other Silks, and of Li- mor, 

* nen and Paper, may be promoted; which T 

& may be a Means not only to leſſen the Im-: affir: 

&« portations from France, but to give a large ll Mar 

«© Employment to your People here. one 

The Quanti> And whereas Brandy before the Yea Wi the! 
gy of Bron- 6 1660 was imported in ſo ſmall Quantiti, WF mitt 

y diag frem ** that we do not find any mention of it i 80 
Francs. „ the Book of Rates then made, and the EY Doo 
te pence of it hath ſince increaſed to near 800 that 
6 Tuns per Annum, which, reckoning one lot Bl gain 
<« with another at 20 J. per Tun, may coſt u Com 
& France near 160, ooo J. annually, ſeeing ! us to 
© hath been found by Experience to have , to b 
de caſioned Debauchery, prejudicial to H Dow 
« Health of your Majeſty's Subjects and I time 
4 of many of their Lives, and proved ag 
« Hindrance to the Conſumption of Malt; 
ce it could be totally prohibited, we hum" 
cc concen 


The Trade with France, 


te conceive it would be for the Good of your 
« People, and Eaſe of the Nation in carrying 
« on this Trade.“ 

I muſt here take leave to make ſome Obſer- 
yations and Reflections upon the above-cited 
Extracts of the Commiſſioners Report in 1697. 

And in the firſt Place I muſt obſerve, that 
the Authority of the OLD SCHEME is con- 
firmed and eſtabliſhed by this Report. 

The Report gives us the very ſame Articles 
of imported Goods from France, viz. of Silk, 
Linen, Wine, Brandy, Salt, Pruens, Paper, 
Vinegar, and other Commodities; and, juſt 
a3 the OLD SCHEME, makes the Coſt of the 
whole Imports amount to 1, 136, 150 J. 45. 
Sterling, and that of the whole Exports to no 
more than 171,021 J. 6s. 84. 

This very Computation the Commiſſioners 
affirm they found in a Report made the gth of 
March, 1675, by Sir George Downing, then 
one of the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, to 
the Lords of the Privy-Council, then a Com- 
mittee of Trade. | 

So that here is the Authority of Sir George 
Downing, a Commiſſioner of the Cuſtoms at 
that very time, for the OLD SCHEME, a- 
gainſt the Gentlemen who are now in that 
Commiſſion. Let the Mercator then inform 
us to which of the two the moſt Credit ought 
to be given in this Matter, to Sir George 
Downing, who was a Commiſſioner at the very 
time when the OLD SCHEME was made, 
and who handed it to the Lords of the Privy- 
Council; or to the preſent Commiſſioners, 
who were ſince conſtituted during the preſent 

Admini- 
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Adminiſtration, and at ſo great a Diſtance 
from that Tranſaction ? Is it more likely that 
the OLD SCHEME was forgeg, or the C 
tom-houſe Entries trom whence the Report of 
the preſent Commiſſioners was taken? \W oull 
Sir George Downing, or the Commiſſioners of 
the Cuitoms in his time, have had the Conk- 

dence to have forg'd that SCHAME, if there 
had been Entries then in beinz to contradict 
them? And if there are now any ſuch Entries, 
is it not very natural to believe they were fors'd 
ſince that time to ſerve a Turn, perhaps to 
procure a Repeal of that Prohibition of 1658, 
which is ſaid to have been founded upon the 
Credit of that SCHEME ? 

I deſire the Mercator, or the preſent Com- 
miſſioners of the Cuſtoms, will find out ſome 
Anſwer to this Argument ; for till they do, 
the OLD SCHEME is eſtabliſhed in every 
Article, and the Report of the preſent Com- 
miſſioners can never ſtand before it. 

And yet allowing that Report to ſtand, one 
of my * has ſo well juſtified ſo 
many Articles of the OLD SCHEME, and 


ſhewn the Variation in the general Ballance of 
Trade, as it would ſtand upon the Report of 


the preſent Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, 
from that of the SCHEME, to be ſuch a Tri 
fle, that it was not worth ,my while to dwell 
upon this Argument. But when ſuch an Op- 
portunity came in my way, I could not for- 
bear, adding the Weight of Sir George Down 
ing's Authority to that of the worthy Gentle- 
men who were the Subſcribers of the SCHEME. 

The next thing to be obſerved in the Ex 


tr acts, 


tract 
Fr ll 
Nam 
ſaid t 
the C 
Cuſte 
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tracts, is, That even during the Prohibition 
French Wines were brought in under other 
Names. I believe ſo too. The Mercator has 
faid the ſame thing, and that it was done by 
the Connivance of the Commiſſioners of the 
Cuſtoms : If it was, we are not to wonder at 
the late Report of the Commiſſioners, which 
contradicts in a few trivial Inſtances the OLD 
SCHEME. If a Court can give ſuch Or- 
ders, and the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms 
will obey them, we may very well account for 
the Entries from whence the preſent Commiſ- 
fioners took their laſt Report: They were ve- 
y probable made by Order or Connivance. 

A third thing to be obſerved, is, That the 
Commiſſioners in 1697 imagine that the Li- 
nens and Silks are over-valued in the OLD 
XHEME. They only imagine fo; they have 
not produc'd one Argument for their Imagina- 
tion, For my own part, I imagine the direct 
contrary; and I believe have ſhewn by the 
Authority of the [nſpefor-General and Mer- 
chants, that the Linens are not over-valued, 
and that the Silks are greatly under-valued. 

But 4thly, The Lords Commiſſioners in 
109) ſuppoſe, that the Goods then privately 
" {Wernght in (and not eftimated in the Scheme) 
* W's the Increaſe of the Importation of Mine and 
Brandy after that time, are equivalent to that 
uppoſed Over-valuation. How ! Goods clan- 
leſtinely imported ſo very conſiderable ! But 
the Mercator does not believe any ſuch thing; 
e ſays, the Cuſtom- houſe Entries can give us 
true Account of all our Imports, but not 
of our Exports to any Country. Then it is 
certain 
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certain no Goods can be clandeſtinely imports MW is : 
ed, for ſuch as are, are never entered. for 

5thly, How often has the Mercator been of. tio: 
fended with the 11000 Tuns of Wine, and ceſ 
4000 Tuns of Brandy in the SCHEME ? But Go 
it ſeems the Lords Commiſſioners in 1697 are M cert 


of a very different Opinion, they near double Ml gn 
the Quantities. of thoſe Goods for other Years, MW that 
6thly,. Theſe Gentlemen are of opinion, we 8 
have been over-ballanced in the French T 2s is 
about one Million per ann. I believe moſt Mer. Wl C/ 
chants will think them very modeſt : Almoſt I reco: 
that Loſs may be made out by Cy/tom-houſe En- ¶ r2gec 
tries, beſides ſuch Allowance as ought to be &. 
made for clandeſtine Importations. The Me. our I 


cator is of another Mind; he ſays, it was A. ze 
IVWAYS BENEFICIAL to the Nation, ui ſuadec 
ſometimes fays he has proved it. I wih thing 
could ſee but any one thing that looks like af La 
Proof, I would give over writing any more. f*tally 

ythly, The faid Lords Commiſſioner i Hey ſi 
1697 are of opinion, that our firſt Remeyll * 
againſt loſing ſuch an Over-ballance, is to ke lumpti. 
on our preſent high Duties, or procure ſuchi Den w. 
Treaty of Commerce as ſhall let our Good 
into France to as great a Value, as the Frad 
can ſend to England. We are ſure they it 
in the right as to high Duties; we can ci 
get by the French Trade, when we keep dd 
as much as poſſible the Goods and Merchandiꝶ 
of that Nation. As for a Treaty of Com 
merce that would enable us to ſave by ti 
Trade, I wiſh the Mercator, or any one 
could ſhew what Treaty would be ſufficientM 
that Purpoſe, I am very ſure the late II 


The Trade with France, 


is not; it puts France on as good a Condition 
for Trading with £»zland, as every other Na- 
tion, and leaves ſtill tanding in France all ne- 
ceſſary Prohibitions and high Dutics on the 
Goods and Merchandizes of Z:7/an4; It muſt 
certainly increaſe their Importations into En- 
„Land, but cannot increaſe our Exportations to 
that Country. | | 

1 Schly, I have often ſhewn, that our Trade, 
sis faid in this Report, depends on Sale and 
WW Conſumption ; and have therefore every where 
+ WM ::ccommended the uſe of our own, and diſcou- 
„ raged the uſe of French Silks, Linen, Paper, 
fc. My chief Aim has been the Increaſe of 
our Rents, and, as the Report ſays, to give a 


r 


q large Employment to our People here. I am per- 
ui ſuaded the Mercator and his Abettors have no- 
thing of this at Heart. 


Laſtly, The Commiſſioners in 1697 would 
totally prohibit Brandy, the Expence of which 
they ſuppoſe might formerly coſt the Nation, 


0 

ea 100,000 / per ann. and hinder:a vaſt Con- 
eo umption of OUR MALT. Theſe Gentle- 
oa" <n were for the Intereſt of the Nation; and 
688/07 the ſame Reaſon I could wiſh effectual Care 
could be taken to prevent the Importation of 


foreign Brandy under any Duties leſs than the 
preſent. But the Mercator would gladly have 
France as much favoured as any other Nation. 


An 
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An Anfover to all the Exports ' to France gt M 
the End of the Mercators. In which i; MM G 
ſhewn that, Co 

Foreign Goods exported now to France, ar: WM g 
no Argument for the Bill of Commerce, but WM and 
rather an Argument againſt it. Na 

Corn and other Proviſions, as alſo Lead and Tre 
Tin in thoſe Liſts, are no Argument for it. and 

Neither are our Moollen Manufactures. 7M 

The whole Exports of Moollen Manufactum WM - A 
to France laſt Year were not 1o000!.Valu, Bl EA 

The whole exported to Dunkirk is Cu/tom-fret, Ml the 


and that Place is ſufficient to conſume all WM #121] 
that are-ſent to France. | duce 
The Mercator convicted of Forgery or Fill. | 
The French have Wool ſufficient for all Part 11 
of the Moollen Manufacture without aff!) at all 
ing to England. | 1/ 
An Arreſt of the French King's again/t ung on fo 
the Stuffs of India, China, &c. Mi are re 
Reflections on it. Word 
repea] 
Believe I have ſuffer'd the Mercator to 20 and 1 
on for 40 or 50 times with a Lift of Goo nerce/ 


exported to France at the end of his Papen whoſe 
without vouchſafing any Anſwer to this Aug conde! 
ment, or rather to theſe Pieces of an Arg Merc} 
ment; for I could never think them worth u ſtood 
Anſwer. 

At the end of the Mercator it is comm 
to ſee in Capital Letters, 
FROM THE CUSTOM-HOUSE, 


Goods exported to France, in one, two, iir 
four, froe, fix, or ſeven Days. 
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And then follow his Parcels of Woollen 
t Manufactures, dying Goods, Lead, Tin, 
is Corn, and other Proviſions, which in that 
Compliſs of Time are entered out to France 
1 WW from the Port of London, to amuſe his Readers, 
ut WW and make them believe our Exports to that 
Nation are prodigious, even now, tho* the 
nt WF Treaty of Commerce is not made effectual, 
it. and under the Diſadvantage of the preſent Du- 
ties and Prohibitions. 
And how much then are they to imagine our 
us. Exports ſhall be increaſed, when by rendering 
dhe Treaty effefual the French Prohibitions 
al ſhall be repealed, and their Duties ſhall be re- 
duced to the moderate "Tariff of 1664 ? 


* 


Wall; for, 


on foreign Goods exported from this Kingdom 
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lanſwer, They are not likely to be increas'd | 


1/t, As I haye often ſaid, no Prohibitions Ie French 
Probibit ion 
of our Fo- 


are repealed by this Treaty; ſince by the very reign Goods 


Words of the Treaty, the Prohibitions to be #2 esd 


repealed are , only Tuch as concern the Goods 


by theTreaty 


0088 and Merchandizes of Great Britain, Bona 


oo merce/q; Magne Britannie ; ſince after a 
pe i whole Year's Solicitation France has not yet 
g condeſcended to explain, that by Goods and 
. Merchandizes of Great Britain ſhall be under- 
bu ſtood thoſe foreign Growth, or Manufacture 

exported from Great Britain; ſo that all Prohibi- 
mag tlons on theſe Goods are to remain in their full 

force, not any one of them is repealed by any 
Clauſe in the late Treaty, and conſequently 
we ſhall ſend no greater Quantities of Ea/t-In- 
dia or Turkey Goods to France than we do al- 
Vol, II. R ready; 


) 
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ready; no greater Quantities of dying Goods, 
for theſe alſo are the Growth of foreign Nati- 
ONS. ? 

It is indeed true, that ſome Parcels of theſe 
Goods are exported even now to France. That 
Prince 1s accuſtomed to diſpenſe with his Pro- 
hibitions to ſupply any preſent Wants or Exi- 

encies of his Subjects; and it is not improba- 
ble that he diſpenſes with them at this time as 
a Shooing- horn to the Bill of Commerce, and 
to get the Treaty made effectual. But he is 
not obliged to repeal or diſpenſe with them 
this Treaty; and when it ſhall be made effec- 
tual by a Law, when we ſhall have obliged our- 
ſelves to let in an Inundation of Wines, Linen, 
Silk, Paper and other Commodities and Manu- 
factures of that Nation, he will then enjoin a 
more ſtrict Execution of his Prohibitions on 
our foreign Goods, he is under no Obligation 
not to do it by the late Treaty. 

The Goods therefore of the Ea/?-Indies and 
the Levant, the ſeveral forts of dying Wares 
which we read in the Mercator's Liſts of expor- 
ted Goods to France, are no Argument at al 
for the Bill of Commerce. Our Exportation 
of theſe Goods will not be increas'd by the 
Treaty : on the contrary, if his moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty ſuffers greater Quantities of them to 
be imported now, than he will be obliged to do 
after the Treaty ſhall be made effectual; if he 
does this, that we may be his Bubbles, and 
oblige ourſelves to let in an Inundation of Mz 
nufactures from his Countries, that when th 
Point is gained, he may then be more rid 
than he is at preſent in the Execution of hisFro 

| hibitions; 
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hibitions z then all the foreign Goods which we 


read in the Mercator's Liſts are ſo many Argu- 
ments why we ought never to paſs the Bill of 
Commerce, ſince the paſſing of that Bill, in- 
ſtead of increaſing, may prove a means to leſ- 
ſen our Exportations in reſpect to foreign 
Goods. He ſuffers us to export them now, be- 
cauſe he has a Turn to ſerve ; when the Turn 
is ſerved, he may without any breach of Treaty 
prevent our Exportation. | 

24ly, We read great Quantities of Corn and 


other Proviſions exported to France in the # 
Mercator*'s Liſts ; but what Argument is this / — 
for the Bill of Commerce? The French Peo n- 


ple, when they are almoſt ſtarving for want of 
Bread, buy great Quantities of Bread from 
England; and his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, to 
ſave the Lives of his Subjects, ſuffers it to be 
imported Cuſtom free. What Reaſon is this 
for rendering the Treaty effectual? He ſuffers 
his People to buy Bread from us Cuſtom- free 
without this Treaty; and ſhall we import it 
upon better Terms than Cuſtom- free when the 
Treaty ſhall be made effectual? The not ren- 
dering it effectual does not hinder our ſelling 
ſuch Quantities of Corn as are wanted in the 
French Nation, and the rendering it effectual 
will not enable us to ſell any when they do not 
want it. The Corn therefore, and Proviſions, 
which we read in the Mercator's Liſts of ex- 
ported Goods, are nothing to his Purpoſe, are 
no Argument why we ſhould paſs the Bill of 
Commerce. 

There are among the Mercator Sexported 
Goods ſome Parcels of Lead and Tin; and as 
R 2 France 


Corn import - 
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France has none of theſe Commodities of her 
own Growth, has conſtant Occaſion for about 
30 or 40000 J. value of theſe Goods per ann. 
and can no otherwiſe be ſupplied than from this 
Kingdom, ſhe muſt have them at all times 
whether of War, or Peace; and even during 
the laſt War, ſhe procured as much as ſhe 
wanted by the way of neutral Counfries. It 
is of no great Importance therefore to us, whe- 


ther the French Duties on our Lead or Tin, 


are by the Tariff of 1664, or by any higher 
Tariff; France muſt take from us what ſhe 
wants, and the eaſieſt Tariff will not make her 
take a much greater Quantity, fince it would 
be ridiculous for her to import much more than 
is neceſſary for the annual Conſumption of her 
People. I verily believe the leaſt Duties or 
none at all on our Lead and Tin, would hard- 
ly enable us to ſell to France above the Value of 
10 or 15000 J. of thoſe Commodities more 
chan we do at preſent; and would it be worth 
our while for this Profit to paſs the Bill of 
Commerce, and to let in an Inundation of 
Wine, Silks, Linens, Paper, and other Com- 
modities from France, as we did heretofore, 
and for which we ſhall be forc'd to pay not with 
Lead or Tin, but with the vital Treaſure of 
the Nation ? 

The thing which J have reſerved to ſpeak of 
in the laſt place, is that which always ſtands 
firſt in the Mercator's Liſts, viz. our Woollen 
Manufactures, 

In the Front of all his daily Entries for 
France, there are conſtantly ſeveral Parcels of 


Woollen ManufaQtures, without any Valuati- 
| ON, 


The Trade with France, 


on, that his Readers may believe the whole 
Year's Value is prodigious. 


Beſides, he often takes care to inform us 


they are now exported to Franceunder a heavy 
Load of Duties, about 70 per Cent. as he 
ſometimes tells us of their full Value ; but by 
the Tariff of 1664, he often tells us the Duties 
are not above 10 per Cent. and that the late 
Treaty of Commerce reduces all to that Ta- 
riff, two Species only excepted, v:z. Cloth 
and Mill'd Serges ; nay, in his No. 75. he 
makes a Correſpondent of his from Paris va- 
lue the Duties by that Tarift at no more than 5 
per Cent. (but 'tis no great matter whether he 
is conſiſtent with himſelf or his Correſpondents, 
the Readers to whom he applies are not very 
nice, and they muſt not be ſo unmannerly as to 
remember his Contradictions) and if ſuch pro- 
digious Quantities are exported under the pre- 
ſent Load of Duties, how much greater would 
be exported by the "Tariff of 1664, to which 
they are reduc'd by the late Treaty ? 

Now Iaſk every one of the Mercator's Rea- 
ders what he thinks of his daily Entries of our 


does he think they will amount to in a Year ? 
Would it be worth the Mercator's while to 


if ſtuff every Paper with a long Catalogue, if the 
1 Catalogue of a whole Year would not amov..t 
A to 10000 /? Can any Man imagine he does 


not deſign to impoſe upon them a Belief that 
our preſent annual Exports of Woollen Manu- 
factures for France from the Port of London are 
above 20 times that Value ? 


R 3 1 


Woollen Manufactures for France? What 
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J ſhall therefore preſent my Readers at once 
with all the Entries of Woollen ManufaQures 
that have been made for France from the 
Port of London in one whole Year from Chrijt- 
mas 1712, to Chriſtmas 1713. which are as 


follow. 
Species of Entered to To other Total t I 
Goods, Dunkirk. Ports, France. t 
Stuffs 1641 37 1678 
Serges 134 - 134 V 
Peniſtons 10 10 d 
Double Bays 13 13 d 
Single Bays 6 0 01 
Spaniſh Cloths 132 132 tt 
White Cloths 2 : is 
Long Cloths 23 23 5 
Short Cloths 65 6; 10 
Double Dozens 59 59 th 
Single Dozens 54 $4 th, 
Kerleys 99 9 hai 
Frieſe Yards 200 200 fac 
Cotton Goads 3800 3800 wa 
Flannel Yards 19570 689 20259 
Woollen Cloth 110 20 19 Cu 
Hoſe Dozen 291 52 296, ie 
Hats Dozen 31 6 37 75 
Perpets 30 2 j! 6 
Blankets 6 5 


Beſides Garments for Dunkirk, which mi 
be preſumed” to have been exported chiefly fu 
our own Gariſon, and not as any Part of 0 
Trade to France. 

Now I will defy the Mercator, or any ole 
Perſon whatſoever, to make the whole Val 


of all theſe Goods amount to the Sum of 4 
0 
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o00 I. And is this a Sum for a whole Year to 
be diſtributed to us in Parcels almoſt three times 
every Week ? But doubtleſs his Intent was 
that his Readers ſhould believe, and many, no 
doubt, are ſo unwary, as to believe from his 
weekly Scraps, that our Exports of Woollen 
Manufactures to France for the whole Year are 
many times the Value of 10,000 J. even under 
the preſent Burden of high Duties. 


367 


But ſuch a Trifle as it is, what Reaſon have Dunkirk a 


we to believe that it is exported to France un- 
der the preſent heavy Duties? Ideſire myRea- 
der will caſt his Eye back to the above-menti- 
oned Table ; he will there ſee that almoſt the 
the whole Exports are made to Dunkirh, which 
is a free Port, and where no Cuſtoms at all 
are paid; and that it is a Trifle indeed, not 
the Value of 200 /. which was exported to all 
the other Ports of France. It looks as if an Eilay 
had been made to export our Woollen Manu- 
factures to other Ports of France, but that it 
was found impracticable and given over. 
Dunkirk, as I have ſaid, is a free Port; no 
Cuſtoms are paid there, and it appears that al- 
molt all our Woollen Manufactures entered for 
France are exported for that City ; how then 
can the Mercator pretend that our Woollen 
Manufactures are exported to France under the 
preſent Load of Duties, indeed under any Du- 
ties at all ? 

Yet the Mercator has pretended this in a 
Letter which he has counterfeited from a Cor- 
reſpondent in Dunkir#, which is to be ſeen in 
his No, 75. a 

He makes his Duntir+ Correſpondent ſay, 

R 4 That 


ree Port, 


368 


The Merca- That they have great Quantities of the Moollen 


tor's forg'd 
Letter from 
Dunkirk, 
evith Re- 
marks on it, 
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Manufafures of England in that City; That 
they get them there two ways, by running them 
on ſhore clandeſtinely ; That this was the eaſier 
to do by the great Number of Ships loaden thi- 


ther with Corn and Coals fince the Peace, all 


which brought Moollen Manufaftures, whith V 
were run aſhore without paying the Duties; that t 
the Farmers of the Cuſtoms perceiving this, n 
thought it their beſt way to treat with the Mer- n 
chants, and accordingly agreed to take 25 per 

Cent. leſs than the full Duties; ſo that nau G 
all forts of our Moollen Manufactures are ſold in V 
Dunkirk almaſt as openly as in any Town in to 
Flanders, and are forwarded from thence to all w. 
Parts of France, and even to Paris it ſelf: and th 
the Correſpondent ſays, he had juſt then recerv- pet 
ed 22 Spaniſh Cloths aſhore, which he had D 
bought by Commuſſion in London, and was then - 


orwarding to Paris. 
Several things are to be remark*d on this der 

Letter, and the foregoing Exports to France. 
And 1ſt, That the Letter never came from for! 

Dunkirk, but was forged here by the Mera: 


tor; or if it really came from Dunkirk, it was livi 
ſent on purpoſe to abuſe him. For a Dunkirt to t 


Man to tell us, that Goods are run clande- 
ſtinely a ſhore in a free Port to ſave the Duties, 
or that our Merchants there agree with the 
Farmers of the Cuſtoms for an Abatement of 
25 per Cent. of the Duties, in a Place where 
no Duties at all are paid, is ridiculous. No 
Man that lives in Dunkirk could be guilty of 
faying this. Some ſuch thing might be expec- 


ted from the WILD IRISH, and 1 oy 
| that 


The Trade with France. 


that either the Mercator or his Director was a 
Native of that Country. 

2dly, As for the Value of 10, ooo J. in 
Woollen Manufactures to be ſent to Dunkirk, 
where we had an Engliſb Garriſon, and where 
it will be preſumed that our own Officers 
would chuſe to appear in the Manufactures of 
their native Country, it is nothing. It does 
not prove that we have fold any Woollen Ma- 
nufactures at all to the French People. 

zdly, But if we had not had an Engih 
Garriſon, how inconſiderable a thing is the 
Value of 10,000 /. in Woollen Manufactures 
to be conſumed by the Inhabitants of that City, 
where the Sieur Tygghe in his Memorial, ſays 
there are 18,000 Families? It is not above 2 s. 
per Head ; but whatſoever is conſumed in 
Dunkirk is conſumed without paying any Cu- 
ſtoms, and will not prove that our Woollen 
Manufactures are ſent at this time to France un- 
der a heavy Load of Dutics. In vain therefore 
does the Mercator tell us that our Goods are 
forwarded from Dunkirk to all other Parts of 
France, and even to Paris it ſelf. No Man 
living will believe him, and how ridiculous is it 
to tell us he was juſt then forwarding 32 Spa- 
ſh Cloths to Paris, when no more than 132 
were imported into Dunkir4 in a whole Year ? 

But laſtly, What is 10, ooo J. value of 
Woollen Manufactures to be ſent to ſo great 
a Nation as France? It is not half a Farthing 
per Head for every one of their People. It 
might well be ſent to France under any Duties; 
that Nation, which has not been ſo long at this 
Manufacture as our ſelves, may be thought to 
R 5 take 
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take off as much as this for meer Patterns. [i 
is melancholy Conſideration, that we ſend nei- 
ther openly nor clandeſtinely at this time to 
that Kingdom above the Value of ro, ooo l. in 
Woollen Manufactures ; it is a Sign they are 
very much improved; and for my own part! 
expect but little Help from the late Treaty of 
Commerce, which leaves from 3o to 50 por 
Cent. Duties on our Woollen Manufactures in 
that King. It is plain therefore the French 
have Woollen Manufactures enough of their 


own, to ſtand in no need of any at all from 


us ; if they had not, no Duties would be ſuf- 
ficient to prevent our ſending among them ei- 
ther fairly or clandeſtinely, greater Quantities 
than the Value of 10,000 J. per Ann. fo ſmall 
a Trifle for ſo great a Nation : and yet by the 
Entries it does not appear we ſend them any, 
ſince our People at Dunkirk were ſufficient to 
take off all we ſent thither. 

I think therefore, for my own part, the 
Mercator had beſt keep to his Arguments againſt 
Owling, and recommend as much as poſſible 
the keeping our Wool at home, that the French 
may ward the neceſſary Materials to carry on 
this Manufacture. 

But alas, this will not do the Buſineſs; 
they can be in no want of Wool, tho? they 
ſhould not be ſupplied with any from this Na- 
tion, 

Yes, ſays the Mercator, No. 168. they 
may have Spaniſh Wool for fine Cloth and fine 
Druggets ; but what is this t the Groſs of our 
Moollen Manuſatture, to our double and ſingi 


Dozens, our Lorkſhire Cloths, our Weſter 
Whites, 


* 
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Whites, our Kerſeys, Bays, Norwich Stuff, 
Exeter Serges, Says, Perpetuanas, Shalloons, 
Sagathies, and common Druggets © &C. 

One Point then, with much ado, I have at H France 
laſt gained of the Mercator, That there can be % 2 he wy 
no Want of fine Wool in France, This is a * have: 
very conſiderable Step indeed. well as fine 

I muſt imform him now, that they can have Meal. 
ſufficient coarſe Wool either to mix with their 
fine, or to make thoſe other Manufactures, 
without coming into England. 

I have ſhewn often that they have a good 
deal of their own ; and if they had not, they 
could be ſupply'd with this alſo from Spain and 
Portugal. 

We take from Spain only their fine Segovia We buy only 


Wool, which is ſorted into Firſts, Seconds, e Spaniſh 


* . 8 . 
and Thirds. no 8 


But the Spaniſb have ſeveral other Sorts, 
ſuch as Wool of Caſtile, of Arragon, and other 
finer Sorts, from five Pence half-penny to fix 
Pence per lib. which after being pick'd and 
cleanſed, and thrown into proper Sorts, is 
worth from fix Pence to ten Pence per lib. and 
anfyers all the Uſes of Eugliſb Wool. We 
buy only their beſt Segovia Wool, but the French 
great Quantities of all their other ſorts. The 
Portual Wool runs higher than the ordinary 
forts of Spain, ſo that France without coming 
to us cannot want Wool for any part of the 
Woollen Manufacture. . 

Since the Mercator has ſo much amuſed his 
Readers with his daily Entries for France, and 
have fo fully anſwered all that he had given 
from the Cuftorn-houſe from Chr:/imas 1712 to 

N Chri- 
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Chriflmas 1713, without his offering the leaſt 


Reply to any one of my Arguments; and ſince 
even in his laſt there are ſome Entries of Eaft- 
India Goods for France, to make his Readers 
belicve that we ſhall make vaſt Exportations of 


thoſe Goods when the Treaty of Commerce 


ſhall be made effectual; to undeceive thoſe un- 
wary Perſons, and alſo to repreſent to the Eaft- 


India Company how little they will be benefited 


by that Treaty, I ſhall give them a Tranſlation 


of an Edict of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty of 


the 11th of this Inſtant Zune (New Stile) which 


is as follows. 


Arreſt of the King's Council of State, containing 


Regulations on white and painted Callicoes, 
Muſlins, and Stuffs, from the Indies, China, 
and the Levant; and Orders to mark all 
HOUS HOLD FURNITURE made of the 
fame : With new Prohibitions not to trade in 
them, nor to uſe them either in Clothes or 


HOUSHOLD FURNITURES. The1ith 
of June 1714. 


Extracted from the Regiſters of the Council of 


State. 
cc HE King having been informed that 
ec the trading in, and the uſe of the 


« Stuffs, Muſlins, and white and painted 


* Callicoes of the Indies, of China, and of 


cc the Levant; and of all other ſorts of Linen 
« Cloth and Stuffs dyed, painted, and ſtained 


either within or without the Kingdom, as 
«« not 
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cc not abſolutely ceaſed, as well in Houſhold 
« Furnitures as in Cloth and wearing Appa- 
c rel, but that ſome Perſons ſtill continue to 
«© make uſe of them in their Houſes and other 
“ Places, notwithſtanding his Majeſty's Pro- 
& hibition by divers Arreſts, and renewed by 
« that of the 27th of Augu/? 1709 ; as alſo that 
c ſundry of the ſaid Callicoes and Stuffs that 
& are ſeized and condemned, are oftentimes 
c not burnt nor exported into foreign Coun- 
&« tries; and that the Seizers and Informers 
tc are ſometimes deprived of part of the Re- 
© compence they ſhould have had according 
C tohis Majeſty's Intentions ; againſt which 
&« his Majeſty being deſirous to provide, in or- 
&« der to ſecure the Execution of the ſaid Ar- 
6 reſt of the 27th of Auguſt i709, entirely to 
& aboliſh the trading in, and the uſe of the 
« ſaid Stuffs and Callicoes, which are fo ſen- 
„ fibly prejudicial to the Manufactures of the 
Kingdom: To prevent that thoſe which 


ce ſhall or may happen hereafter to be feized 


c and condemned, be not ſold and uſed in the 
Kingdom, and to procure to thoſe who ſhall 
“ have informed againſt the Offenders, or 
made any Seizures, ſome ſpeedyand certain 
“ Gratifications that may excite their Zeal 
* and Vigilance ; having heard the Report of 
the Sieur Deſmaretz, Counſellor in ordina- 
* ry in the Royal Council, Comptroller-Ge- 


© neral of the Finances. 


Article I. 
His Majeſty in his Council has ordained, 
* and ordains, that the Arreſt of the 27th of 


« Auguſt 
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& Auguſt 1709 be executed according to its 
« Form and Tenor; and in conſequence 
&« thereof, his Majeſty very expreſly prohibits 
&« and forbids, on the Penalties therein con- 
&« tained, all Merchants, Traders, Pawn- 
& hrokers, Taylors, Sewers, Upholſterers, 
C Embroiderers, and other Workmen, and all 
& other Perſons of what Quality and Conditi- 
& on ſoever, to trade in, expoſe to Sale, ſell, 
| cc vend, buy, either by wholeſale or retail, to 
J; « wear, to clothe themſelves, employ, or 
c cauſe to be employed, in Houſhold Furni- 
ec tures, Cloth, and Wearing Apparel, either 
c within or without their Houſes, Places pri- 
e yileged or not privileged, any Stuffs of all 
& Silk, or mixed with Gold and Silver, Her- 
cc ba, Wool, Cotton, and all other forts of 
« Stuffs ; as alſo any Muſlins, and white Cal- 
cc licoes or ſtained, within or without the 
Kingdom, new or old, of the Growth of 
cc the Indies, of China, and of the Levant; 
& except notwithſtanding the Muſlins and 
cc white Callicoes imported from the India 
c by the Eaſi-India Company, and marked 
&« according to the Arreſts of the 28th of 4- 
& pril 1710, and the 29th of March 17 12. 
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Ji « His Majeſty forbids to all his Subjects, 
6% & on the Penalties mentioned in the ſaid Ar- 
| « reſt, to ſtain, print, or cauſe to be ſtained 
c and printed on any white Callicoes, Linen, 
& Cloth made of Hemp, Thred and Flax, 
« Silk or Woollen Stuffs, or other ſort of 


ce Stuff new or old, even of the Growth or 
“ Manu- 
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&« Manufacture of the Kingdom; and to 
« trade or traffick in, or to uſe the faid Cloth 
« and Stuffs ſtained and printed, either in the 
« Kingdom or in foreign Countries, 


| Article III. 

&« His Majeſty ordains, that when, and as 
ce ſoon as any of the faid Stuffs and Cloth are 
cc ſeized, the ſame be brought without delay 
ce to the neareſt Office of the Farms, and put 
c into the Hands of the Receivers and Comp- 
ce trollers, who ſhall be charged with them at 
cc the Rates of the Information of Seizures, 
« and ſhall cauſe the ſame to be entered in 
their Regiſters. 


Article IV. 

& After Judgment paſſed on the ſaid Stuffs 
“ and Cloth, the ſaid Receivers and Comp- 
& troller ſhall be obliged to ſend them imme- 
& diately to the Cy/tom-hou/c of the City of 
Paris, together with a Copy as well of the 
«© Judgment as of the Information of Seizure, 
& and of the Inventory that has been taken of 
e the ſaid Goods, containing the Quantity, 
Quality, and Length of the ſaid Stuffs and 
“ Cloth; of which the Receiver and Comp- 
„ troller of the Cuſtom-houſe at Paris ſhall 
keep a Regiſter on purpoſe ; and they ſhall 
give to the Receivers and Comptrollers of 
* the Provinces for their Diſcharge a Receipt 
<< peruſed by the General Farmers of his Ma- 


« jeſty, 
Articla 
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Article V. | 

« His Majeſty wills, that over and above | 
c the two thirds of the Forfeiture granted by ; 
c the Arreſt of the 27th of Auguſt 1709 to 
c the Informers, and to the Inſpectors of the 
c Manufactures, Officers of the Farms, and 
& other Perſons who ſhall make Seizures, 


« Farmers-General, within eight Days after 
« the ſaid Stuffs and Cloth ſhall have been 
« brought to the Cu/tom-houſe at Paris, an 
« Order on the Receiver-General of the 
C Farms where the Seizure was made, to pay 
& them the Gratifications following. 

«© Ten Sols for every Ell of white or ſtain- 
c ed Callicoe, new or old, of what ſort ſo- 
cc ever they be. 

« Twenty Sols for every Ell of Muſlin, 
« or Stuffs called Herba, painted Polongs, 
cc Gaſes, or T affeties. 

&« And three Livres for every Ell of Da- 
& maſk or Silk Stuff mixed with Gold and 


6 Silver. | 


Article VI. 40 \ 

„ There ſhall be tranſmitted by the Far- ce 
& mers-General to the Comptrollers-General « | 
c of the Finances, a Duplicate of the Inven- | 
© tory of the ſaid Stuffs and Cloth to be by « | 


« him ſettled, the one half to be fold on con- 
c dition to be exported into foreign Coun- 
c tries, the Value of which ſhall be paid into 
c the Caſh of the Farms; and the other-half 
<< to be burnt by Order of the Lieutenant-Ge 


o neral of the Police of the ſaid City, who {il 
| « enter 


The Trade with France. 


« enter Information of it, and cauſe a Copy 
ce thereof to be delivered to the Officers of 
ce the Cuſtoms for their Diſcharge. 


Article VII. 

« The Buyers of the ſaid Stuffs and Cloth 
e ſhall give Security to the Farmers-General 
« to bring, within three Months at fartheſt, 
C a Certificate from the Officer of the Farms 
e eſtabliſned at the laſt Office on the Fron- 
&« ter, by the Buyers firſt named, to juſtify 
the Exportation of the faid Stuffs and Cloth 
“cout of the Kingdom, and a Certificate ſign- 
ed by the Council of the French Nation, 
or by two French Traders and Merchants, 
to prove that the ſame have been landed in 
foreign Countries. His Majeſty ordains, 
* that they ſhall not be ſent into any other 


© Countries or States, but to Sweden, Den- 


* mark, Hanſe-Towns, the Sea-Ports in the 
© Baltichk, Spain and Portugal, except not- 


« withſtanding the Ports of Bilboa, St. Se- 


& baſtian, and others of the Provinces of Gui- 
«© puſcoa, Biſcay, and Catalonia. His Majeſty 
e very expreſly prohibits and forbids the ſaid 
« Buyers to do any thing in contravention to 
ce this Article; to the Execution of which, as 
„ likewiſe to the Payment of the Purchaſe- 
“Money, they, together with the Maſters of 
* the Ships, ſhall be jointly obliged and for- 
* ced by all manner of Ways and Means, 
** even by Seizure of their Bodies. 
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Article VIII. 

« His Majeſty likewiſe ordains, That 
within three Months from the Day of the 
Publication of this preſent Arreſt, all Per- 
ſons of what Quality and Condition ſoever, 
ſhall deliver to the Lieutenant-General of 
the Police, or thoſe deputed by him, inthe 
City, Suburbs and Bayliffſhip of Paris, and 
in the Provinces to the Intendants and Com- 
miſſaries reſpectively, their Deputies, or o- 
ther Perſons by them appointed for that pur- 
poſe, exact Accounts of all Houſhold Fur- 
niture in their Poſſeſſion, of what nature 
or ſort ſoever, made with any of the faid 
Stuffs and Cloth ; and to cauſe to be fixed 
to them the Mark which ſhall be appointed 
by the ſaid Lieutenant-General of the Po- 
lice, Intendants, or Commiſſaries reſpec- 
tively. His Majeſty wills, That after that 
time all the faid Houſhold Furniture not 
marked be ſeized and condemned in the 
Hands of the Offenders, who ſhall over 
and above be condemned to pay a Fine of 
Iooo Livres. 


Article IX. 
« His Majeſty permits the Proprietors af 
the ſaid Houſhold Furniture to ſell and diſ- 
poſe freely of them during the ſaid Term df 
three Months ; after which time his Maje- 
ſty forbids, under the ſame Penalties to be 
incurred as well by the Buyer as the Seller, 


to ſell any of them, even thoſe genes 
«« Fyr- 
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« Furnitures ſo marked, unleſs it be by pub- 


lick Authority. 


Article X. 

His Majeſty enjoins all Judges, Commiſ- 
faries, Notaries, Serjeants, Uſhers, and 
other Officers of Juſtice, even to them 
who belong to the Lords, on pain of Suſ- 
penſion, one thouſand Livres penalty, and 
to anſwer in their proper and private Names, 
and the Penalties to be abſolute ;. to give 
notice to the Lieutenant-General of the Po- 
lice, Intendants, and Commillaries re- 
ſpectively of all the Houſhold Furniture 
made of the ſaid Stuffs and Cloth, marked 
and not marked, that ſhall be found among 
the Houſhold Goods and Effects of the Par- 
ties ſeized, or of Perſons deceaſed, the 
ſame to be peruſed whether they are in the 
Accounts which ſhall have been delivered by 
the ſaid Parties ſeized, or Perſons deceaſed ; 
and that the ſame be not delivered over for 
any Cauſe, or under pretence of any Exe- 
cution whatſoever,” nor proceed to a judi- 
ciary Sale, or to the Inventory of them, un- 
til after ſuch Examination be made. 


Article XI. 
His Majeſty likewiſe enjoins the ſaid 
Lieutenant-General of the Police, Inten- 
dants, and Commiſſaries reſpectively, on 
notice given them of Offences committed 
againſt this Arreſt, to nominate Commiſ- 


© ſaries of the Chatelet, Deputies, or other 


« Perſons, 
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cc Perſons, to aſſiſt without Coſt and Expen- 

c ces to the making the Inventories of the 
& Houſhold Goods only. And this preſent 
« Arreſt ſhall be read, publiſhed, and afixed 
«© where need ſhall be, that none may be ig- 
% norant thereof.” Done at the King's Coun- 


cil of State, held at Marly the 11th Day of June 
1714. 


Signed 
Dajardin. 


Can any Man now that reads this Arreſt be- 
lieve that his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty has put 
his own Subjects under this ſevere Prohibition, 
that England may have the Monopoly of thoſe 
Goods? No certainly; but he knows very well 
that this Arreſt, even if the Treaty of Com- 
merce ſhould be made effectual, will as well 
prohibit the Exgliſb Sellers as thoſe of France, 
The Treaty of Commerce does not provide a- 
gainſt it by repealing his Prohibitions Qu 
Bona Merceſque Magna Britannia. After 3 
whole Year's Sollicitation he is not yet brought 
to explain, that Goods of foreign Growth and 
Manufacture are the Goods and Merchandizes 
of Great Britain; and therefore he is at liberty 
to prohibit theſe as he thinks fit, notwithſtand- 
ing any Words in the late Treaty, 

But to ſhew how reſolved and determined 
his Majeſty is againſt ſuffering the Uſe 1 1 

tuts, 
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Stuffs, Ec. in his Kingdom, he will not fo 
much as endure that any Houſhold Furniture 
ſhould be made of them; and that there may 
be no poſſibility of wearing or uſing any of theſe 
Goods, and paſſing them upon the Officers for 
the Growth and Manufacture of France, Print- 
ing and Staining of all Manufactures, whether 
new or old, whether made within the King- 
dom or without, are ſo expreſly forbid in the 
ſecond Article. He has in the fifth Article too 
made thePenalties for the Informer ſo very great, 
and taken ſuch Order for the Payment, that 
this is an Arreſt, which cannot fail to execute 
it ſelf. In the ſixth and ſeventh he has taken 
ſuch ſtrict Order too for the burning one half 
of all Seizures, and the Exportation of- the o- 
ther to foreign Countries, that we may fee he 
is fully determined that a fingle Yard of them 
0 ſhall not be uſed in his own Dominions. 

1 But one thing is remarkable in the Article 
„ of Exportation: He allows it only to be 
1 mace at Sweden, Denmark, the Hans Towns, 
f the Sea Ports in the Baltic, Spain, and Por- 
: tugal, excepting the Ports of Bilboa, St. Se- 
baſtian, and others of the Provinces of Gui- 
buſcea, Biſcay, and Catalonia; ſo that tis 
plain he not only forbids the Uſe of them in 
his own Country, but will not ſuffer them to 
Ne exported to any other where they may in- 
Wertere with the Manufactures of his own Peo- 
ple, which would be the Caſe if they ſhould 


d- de exported to Guipuſcoa, Biſcay, and Cata- 
ei . This perhaps may look ſtrange, if he 
e mot hinder other Countries from being o- 


bs therwiſe 
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therwiſe ſupplied. However, it ſhows his Ma- 
jeſty's Zeal for promoting his own Manufac- 
tures. | 
The Engliſb Nation, and eſpecially the Eaff 
India Company, may now hope, if they can, 
that France is to be the Market for our Eaff 
India or Woollen Manufactures ; but I be- ſe 
lieve they both have long given over all ſuch w 


Hopes. ce 
ty 

I hope by this time my Readers are thorough- an 

ly convinc'd of the deſtructive Conſequences of eat 


opening the Trade to France, upon the Terms cal 


of the Treaty, or indeed upon any Terms to 
whatſoever ; that none of our Manufactures, For 
Home, or Foreign, can ever be ſold in France; out 
and that it is better for us never to have any 0- Hatt 
pen Trade with them, but to lay a general ſo < 
Prokibition on all Commodities imported from Wi do 
thence, for they have none that we want, or Tra 


what it is not our Intereſt to be without : on 
the contrary we have ſeveral Commodities 
which they cannot be without, but muſt have, 
and will have, either directly or at ſecond hand; 
and whatever they amount to, is ſo much clex 
Gain to the Nation. This, in my Opinion, 
the beſt, and only advantageous Foot we cat 
fix our Trade to France upon. As to the No- 
tion of eſtabliſhing a Trade with France, that 
ſhall be reciprocally beneficial to each Nation, | 
take it to be. a thing impracticable; for Fran 
will never permit us to import thither at 
Commodities, Fiſh, or Manufactures, that 
will in any degree be detrimental * r. 

uy 
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Product, Manufactures, or Fiſheries. On 
the other hand, we ought in this Point to be 
2s wiſe as the French, and never to admit from 
thence any of their Product, Manufactures, or 
Fiſh ; all which does moſt eſſentially hurt us, 
either in our Manufactures, our Fiſheries, or 
ſome Branch of Trade or other. We may as 
well confine two Woollen Drapers, two Mer- 
cers, two Linen-Drapers, two Stationers, and 
two Fiſhermen, to deal only with each other, 
and expect there will be a reciprocal Gain to 
each, as ever to expect there will be a recipro- 


cal Gain between us and France. If the Trade 


to France ſhould ever be eſtabliſhed upon this 
Foot, as we deſpiſe the Notion of ever being 
out-done by a Nation we have ſo often beat 
at the Sword, ſo will it be out of the Power of 


fo deceitful and chicaninga People ever to out- 


do us again at the Pen, at leaſt in Matters of 


Trade. 


The End of the Second Volume. 
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